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THE eternal S^n of Go J, when taking his leave of ai 
ungrateful world, inflituud the facrament of th 
fupptVy as a lively refemblance and memorial of his bioo i 
fufferingt and deaih in the room of his people ; and alio t 
be a bright and laftiog evidence of the amazing love of Go. 
ibe Father^ Son^ and H§Iy Ghojiy to periihing finncrs. 

As God once fent his Son into the world in a lowly ha 
bit, clothed with human fleHi to fave (innert ; fo now h 
fends him in a homely drefs, clothed wiih the elements c 
bread and wine, to afTure us of his love, and to engage u 
to come to him. — Kings expedt that their children will b 
jv/jie^edv though their ofEctrs be negledled. Surel 
(faith God) They nvili reverence my Son ; they will mak 
htm welcome, and hearken to him. 

lo this moft auguft ordinance of the New Teftament th 
great Cod approaches very near to us, and we to him 
and yet it is to be deeply regreted, that many who profcj 
to believe this, come to it with (o little thought and prepa 
ration, and with fo much indifFerency and car^L^Tnefs c 
fpirit. Oh, (hall we adventure fo near the gr-:it Got 
who is infio'itely holy, in whofe fight the heave i:3 are r 
pure, and in whofe prefenceths fun and (lars are dimmc 
and the brighteft feraphi<ps do gather in their win^i?, a 
account themfclves as Util^ flies before him ! And fhall ^ 
who are creatures fo mtan and fo vile, be carelefs and 
cor.cerotd, when we make ibc rearcfl approach ro 
great and holy God« t)-at we can make on this fide ! 
%en. 

Ought we not to go blufhing, adiamcd and deeply \ 
blid on n»diy accor.nis, and pAriicu!:ir]y for cur ingiat 
for redeeming Joi^e, ihzt Jcve luhnh p^Jclh kno'.vl 
sr.fj for oar contempt of God*s uiifpeuKahU g\' 
grciiLdi £d ia the woiM; yea, vje (WouVvi^ov 
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that we are out of hell, for many thoufands are 
there, who have not (Innedfo heinouny, in making 
precious Chrifi; as we have done. 

Mo»eover, Reader, confider if you go to this or 
unpreparedly, or with indifference, you not onl; 
light of the Lord Jcfus C!iri{l, but you are guiity 
hody and blood of 4hc Lordj i Cor. xi. 27, Sur< 
word may caufe you to quake and tremble ; blood 
nefs of any fort is a dreadful fin, and efpcciai; 
guilty of the hUod of the Lord. Murder is a 1 
cries for vengeaace on the a^or, and gives God no 
he punifh it, Gen. iv. xo. The vcite qJ thy brother 
c^ieth to tfrs' from the earth. If it- be- a cryir 
murder a common perfon, what muit it be to m 
king ? Ji^ho can Ji retch forth his hand againjl the 
anohUed^ afid be guilt Itfs ? i Sam. xxvi. 9. i 
what a crime mud it be- to murder the eternal Son < 
who is thycxaked King, thy evcrla(Hi«g Father, t 
Redeemer, and thy Cod who gave thee a being. 
murder is a heinous crime; but what Chrijl mtn 
no tdngue can tdl ! If on him that ilew Cain (that 
man) vengeance (hoSd be taken feven-fold, what ve 
will be taken on him that crucifies afrelh the Lord 
ry ? This confideration (hould make all of us a 
carekfs'and unworthy communicating. 

If we would communicate worthily, we mud be 
not only for t4ie life of grace, but ^Ifo for the live 
/rraee ; not only for the truth and fihcerity of gr* 
Kkewife for the adliviiy and vigorous exercife of gi 
that a believer himfelf doth not cat and diink v 
unlefs tlie grace that is in him be excited and exe 

this ordinance. There muft be not only fail 

truth of it, but there muft be fiitli reasJizJng. a 
appropriytlng. and making ufe of ChriH's death ; 

chafe in this ordinance. Net only raufl there 1 

polition of ft)ul to be humbled for fin, but there 

sic^askl moarnwg and meliing of heart for lin, and f 

calsirdns, when wc look oa Vvim vie W^t ^\wt^^ 
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-fc-Not only muft there be a principle of lore to Chrid, but 
alfo an exciting of love to flame out to Chrift, who loved 
us and gave himfelf for us. 

Worthy communicating being a work of fuch importance, 
the following fcriptuntl meditations and advices are humbly 
offered to Chridians, as an help in their preparations for it. 
Reading and thinking much on the fubje^s here propofed^ 
may, through God's blefling» be ufeful to promote their 

habitual preparation for the holy fupper. Chrifl's 

body and blood herein exhibited are pure and holy things, 
and (hould be received in prepared and cleanfed hearts. 
His body never faw corruption in the grave, nor will be 
mixed witli it in hearts where corruption is allowed. It 
I ly in a yirgin*s womb, and in a virgin's fepulchre, and will 
ftiil be entertained in virgins fouls and aflFe^ions ; in heaits 
purified and confecrated to God. In thefe, Chrid chufes 
to refide, and not in thefe^ where fin and the worId» with 
Ahe Juds thereof, are harboured. Oh, had we grace to 
Tvaintaio and cherifh the fear of God, and the love of 
Chrid habitually io our fouls, we might, \vithout much 
pains, be prepared for coming to him at bis table. 

Did we always bear in our minds, that facramental oc- 
cafions are folemn appointments, and Btthel-meeiings with 
Cj^yi. for renewing covenantyand entertaining fellowfliip and 
conansHDioQ with bim, we would guard murl^ sg'iind for- 
mality cfeeping in upon us in our preparations For, and in 
our attendance upon this ordinance, than, alas, we do. Oh, 
fuch formality will provoke the Mader of our folemn feads 
to withdraw from them, and then what poor, dry, melan- 
choly, aad lifeltfs things will they be ? What are facra- 
ments witliout Chrid 's prefence in them? O let us never 
be fdtisfied with communion-fabbaths, without communioa 
v^tfa Chrid in them. 

On the other hand, if we would keep up communion with 
' Cbrift ia thefe ordinances, let us beware of n lying on our 
prcfious paiot or preparations, either for oor li^jit ^r« 
^ :fbnDmg oiF our doty, ot iot ij^t ■wxR\\wv^^\tvV\ "^^h^^ 
tur flc?cr more lead^ lo fft\fcw>i> ^^ViX^^^^-^SR*^^^ 
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than when we arc guilty of tlvis refUng. Sundry go to the 
I^ord^s table witb gceat humiliation Uu fins and yet come 
away without comfort: Why ? bec«iufe Aey make a Clifift 
of their forrow. — ^O wliat worth can we fee ia our beft 
preparations, confef&ons, prayers, tearf , humiliations, i;c^ 
if we compare them with the law of God ? Wq have mora 
caufeto be afliaroed of thera, t4)an to lay any Hrefs on them. 
Could we renounce all felf- confidence, ao^difclahm all our 
provifion in point of dependence, and cafl otirfelves wholly 
on Chiift for (Irength, through- bearinj;, and acceptance, 
we would have better fuccefs at the Lord.** table, thaa 
commonly we have. 

We aie never more fit for his holy table, than when wc 
are mo£b humbled, and mod adiamed of ourfetves, becaufe 
of our unfitnef&for this fblemn appito^ch ; arui we are ne« 
Tcr lefs Hft, than when we think ourfelves mofi fit and 
prepared for the duty..— A holy deniedneffr to alt felf* 
fu^icieacy> and a deep feofe o£ unworthinefs and unfitnefs, 
is the bell preparation we can attain ta foR tht»^ folemn on* 
dtnaace. Let us ni^ke holy David ouk pattern, when go* 
lag to partake, PfalmlKxi, i6* /iv/V/ g9 in the flrengtjb 
cf the Lord God: I nuili make ntentdofti of tby right eouf 
f:eft^ even of thine on/y.-^-^And, let u^^pray with the 
fpouie. Cant, iv. i6. Jnvake north *wind, and-cotKt 
thoufouth^ hU'W up9n mj garden ^ Chat %kc-fpic.cs. their e^J 
miy fioiii otU. Aiiiea. 



Dundee, Auguft 1J47. 
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SACRAMENTAL 

MEDITATIONS 

Upon Sundky 

Scripture-Texts, 
meditationi. 

From Heb. xi. 7, 

By faith Noah prepared an ark to the faving of hi. 
boufe, 

THOUGH the flood that drowned the old worl< 
was at many years diHance, yet Noah was mo 
>ed with fear at God's warning him of it, anc 
prepared an ark for his fafety : vnd (hall dqi 
ancohverted unbelieving finners, who have a far more ter- 
rible flood threatened againft them, and may be only t 
few days diflant, take warning, and provide with all fpeed 

for their fafety ? Oh ! (hall I, a wretched guilty fin- 

ner, uke red, while I am within the flood-mark of God's 
wrath, and not arife in time to provide an krk to fiy to 
for my fafety ? — But, O good news ! 1 have not the ark tc 
providef it is prepared to my hand : God, in his infinite 
wifdom and pity, hath made ready an ark long ajo tik 
\o^ Onners of Adam^ race to fly to ; and now it.isi com- 
pletely iaroifiied and flniflied, and all things are ready» h 
ihttt I have nothing to do but go and take poiTcflion. 
O wbat had become of ine, and other perifhiog finncrs, 
|d we. the ark to build for ourfeWes .' Nay ; the whole 
tioo'hadBOt been ^Ue o\ ^\i?c^dt.Y\Vw ^v^^^-^^^^ 
. Jfooa wbold the raovnc^ ?loo^ o^ e^viXti^ >«'«->5ae».S.'W£^ 
'fitfthc arka of mcuoT ^tv^^X^WX^ivcv^^ ^^v^-^^^ 
A. 




Crucified Jefus, 

unto God for e?er» for the exbellent well- built Ark ol 
God's devifing, for the maoy fpacious rooms and fafc 
lodging-places within it, for the fuitable accommodation 
and plentiful provifion laid up tlierein, and for the door 
opened in the fide thereof foi perifhing fouls to enter by, 

The falvation of finneis h^^ ^ crucified Cht iji is 9 

well-ordered fch^me, a beautiful contrivance ! BlefTed be 
the infinitely wife Contriver for it. I fee all things in 
Chrift crucified neceflary for me: He is made of God 10 
mtniin-ifdcmj right e oujne ft ^ fan^ificatlony aod redemp* 
tioH. There is in him infinite wifdom to guide me, a 
fpotlefs righteoufneis to cover me, precious blood to wafh 
me, the Holy Spirit to fandlify me, his good <vord to di- 
rect me, his jiid laws to govern me, and his infinite foJ- 
nefs to fupply all my needs : Safe and happy then would 1 
be, were 1 found in him. O that, upon trial by fcripturc- 
marks, *I could conclude myfelf to be within tl>e Ark, to 
wit, a crucified Jefiis / 

Can I fay, 1 have been warned of God, and moved witb 
fear, to fly to this Ark ? Have I difcovercd my fiieher- 
Icfs (late by nature, the waves and biHows of wrath rifing 
and rolling againil me ? Have 1 feen my own inability to 
provide an ark for myfelf, and the excellency and fiincC% 
of the Ark of God's providing ? Have i been made willing 
to abandon all f^lfe arks, and earneOIy inquifitive how to 
get into the true Ark ? Have I been made willing to ufe aH 
appointed means for this end, to read, hear, meditate, 
pray, repent, believe, eflay to clin-b up the fides of the 
Ark, and prefs to get in at the door thereof ? Have I 
been willing to venture my all in the Ark, like NoAb, not- 
withftanding of the difcouragements, fcoffii, and hatred of 
the world for fo doing? Have I willingly acquiefced, fhcl- 
tcred, and lodged my (bul in God's Ark, and been made to 
fay, This if My rejl for every here ixiil I dwell P Come 
what floods will, Chrifi (hall be my ark, his rtgbteoufnefs 
alone my refuge and hiding place. 

AJas \ upon impai tial fearch, have I not caafe to fear 
that I have not yet fled to the Atk, Wt ^xa (lill ex^fed 
^o the devout iDg Hood ? And can I be wV^ « ^vexV^S^^ 



the Believer's 

a cafe ? Can 1 forbear crying, Whatlhall I do lo get into 
the Ark Chrift ? Nay, what would I not do to gft into ii? 
Lord, what Woiild(t thou have me to do ? Wouldft thou 
have me to humble myfelf, confefs, mourn, part with fin, 
clofe with Chrift in all his offices ? Prefcribe, Lord, what 
thoa wilt, I will not fcruple what thou enjoinefl me, but o* 
bey thee without referve. I am lefulved upon it, wliate* 
ver it coft me,, that the folicitations of the flefli, the temp- 
tations of Satan^ the feoffs, reproaches or perfecutions of 
the world* (hall not ftop me fiom flying to the Ark ; 
I would break through all ihefe to be found in it. Lord, 
increafe'and ftrengthen my faith for that end, and help 
my unbelief. 

O how fuitable is the Ark Chrift to my deftitute and 
miferable condition : in myfelf I want all things, but I fee 
iupply for all my wants in the Ark. I am poor, but I fee 
giAd in the Ark to m.<ke me rich : I am v/ounded by fin, 
bat 1 fee balm in the Aik to heal my wound^ r 1 am blind, 
bat there is eye»falve in the Ark to make me fee; I am 
perifhing with hunger, bnt I fee bread in the Ark to fa^ 
tisfy me ; I am naked, but in the Ark there is white rai. 
nieni to clothe me: I am polluted, but in the Ark there 
is a fonntain to wafh me : I am cxpofed to more terrible 
floods than Noah was, but I fee the Aik Chrift can fave 
me from them all : Noah's Ark favcd him only from a 
flood of water, but the .^rk Chrift faves from a flood of the 
curfes of the law, and the wrath of God, which will 
fweep away all the unbelieving world. This flood rofe,. 
fwellcd high, and daflied furioufly againf^ our Ark; bur 
the .\rk was proof agaioft it, and ftieltered all the cicft 
world from the flood, fo that not one drop did light en 

them. O how excellent is this Ark ! for it can lave me 

from being overwhelmed or carried away with any flood, 
and particularly i^..c«n fave me from being carried away 
with a flood of SSitaii's temptations which fweeps away ma- 
oy, or wjth a flood of indwelling corruption, with a flood' 
of error, with a flood of profanity, or with a flood of neu- 
/traJtiT and indifference ^lVmx ^^\\\\NiA w^WL-ottv^sV^.^^^^^^ 
r^floodfi, rnukitudes a\<i de.?^\o^t^. \.^\\5it. >isvv^^^\'^'*=' 
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A Crucified Jefus, &c. 

fly to this blefTed Ark, where all believers arc preferred 
from thefe deftroying floods. Behold I run, I fly: May 
J^fus draw me, and help me in 1 

Blefled for ever be the God of Heaven, for providing 
f^ch an Ark for fallen (inners upon earth. I defire to 
count all things but lofs and dung, that I may be found 
io this, ^rk, among the prefcrved in Chrift Jefus^ whom 
DO flood can reach. However this Ark be flighted by the 
world, ril prize it above ail things, and count them for 
ever happjr who get into it, fecin;^ God declares it, ihai 
there is no condemnation to them that are in Chriit Jefus. 

The Ark was flighted by the old world, and Noah 

ridiculed for preparing it for himfclf andhis houfe; but it 
foon appeared that Noah was the wifed man that then li» 
ved upon the earth. Few there were who entered with 
Noah into the Ark, and no doubt were reproached and 
mocked for their Angularity ; but foon was the world pcr- 
fuaded chat they were xX\t only wife and happy men in it. 
Better furely it was to have followed the eight perfons 
that went into the Ark, than to have joined eight millions 
of thofe who were drowned in the flood. Should I be fb 
foolifli as follow the old world io undervaluing the Ark, I 
inufl lay my account to be fliut out and periih with them 
too : wherefore 1 will not fear \hc reproach of men for be- 
ing fingular in my elleem of glorious Chriii. xMay.I be 

numbered among that happy company (however few they 
be), who love the Lord Jefus- Chriil Jj^ f-i,cnty, and will 
blcfs God Cltrr.;'fly lor providing this Ark for drowning 
inen I May I be one that will ever bids my lovely and 
and loving Jefus, that p tied me and took me in, when a* 
thtrswere wadied oil from the iides of the Ark, as adiier- 
ing only to it by a dead and fxifnul profefEon I May I b» 
one that will (ing to his praiic, () amazing free love \ 
that pitied and diilinguiflied me, when the flood came ; 
ituc giacioudy drevv and determined me in fuch a manner, 
that 1 got into the Ark and was fafe» when many others 
WCf e w^ed oflF and pehihed fdr ever ! » 
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MEDITATION 11. 

From 2 Psier H. 4. 

Cctl f pared ntt the Angsh thai finned^ hut cafl them 
down to heiL 

HO W admirable, free and dininguifhing is ih€ Jove 
of God to m:inkiad Tinners, in pitying tlKm in 
shcir low and Jofl eftate I O how dirlfeTeni is the cale of 
jhiltr^ m^Hf upon thccanh, from thecalc d fa/lcn angeh 
in hcil, and that cf damned fouls iht^re 1 Manna is rained 
down upon us, while an eternal /hower of fire and brimftone 
falls down uponihem. They are bound in chains of dark- 
nefs, whilft thou, Lord, ate drawing us with cords of 
ioTc. Thou didft not fpare Angels, nor take on their na- 
tare ; but thou haft fpared us, married our nature, 
aiidexahed it to the heavens.. They continue without hope 
tinder ihedeJuge of God's wrath, while the pleafart rain- 
bow of the facrament appears to us, lais a token of God's 
covenant of grace, and of his wiliingnefs to fecure us from 
ikat overflowing flood, by rhe interpofition of his dear fon 
in oar nature. O how welcome (hould we make that gof* 
pel rainbt'.w ! 

Lord, thy wiath foon broke out againfl; the Angels that 
fell ; thou didft punlfti them immediately upon ihtir fibning 
againft thee.' Thou didft not wait f^r their repentance, 
nor make any offer of mercy to them ; but, picfently up- 
on their firft offence, didft doridemn them to everlafting 
chains ofdarknefs. O how far JifFcrcnt is thy manner of 
deatiDg with us ! Long haft thou waited upon us after wc 
bave finned ; yea, thou haft iollowed us with thy meccy 
after many refufils of it, and evcn after our trampling the 
precious blood of v..h rift under our feet! Ma»vellov8 and 
peculiar is thy mercy to fallen man in rcfpedl of fallen. An^" 
^tls I Glory to fovtreign free racrcy^ that thoa didft not 
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call as off for ever without a parley, as thou dldft them ;, 
Imt waits to be gracious to us, long (Iretching oat thy 
bftod, and calliDg us to repentance, faying, Turnye^ turn 
ycy 'why iviU ye die ? 

Againd the finoing An|*els God was fo provoked, tl>al 
he refolved within himfelf, and hath kept his refolution e.- 
ver fince the beginning of the uorld, and will keep it to 
all eternity, that he will not fo much as enter into a par- 
ley with thefe creatureSr however glorious they once were, 
nor be reconciled to them upon any terms ; yea, that he 
will hear of no terms, but will rvjvenge himfelf upon them 
to all eternity -*M<)y not then the hearing of this caufe ua 
to quake and tremble ! for, why mi^ht not the Lord li^ve 
dealt with us in the fame manner, wlio were far more 
■wretched and miferable creatures than Angels? Surely if a 
King be fo angry with an oftend!n; «<?^/r///^/z, that was 
once his fpecial favourite, as to bmiih him from co;irt» 
»nd afterwards hear of no terms of rcconciliaion with him; 
would not a footman, or mean fervant, that had offendedj 
when hearing of this, begin to dread, and fay, O what 
will become of me a poor man, when the King treats hii 
peers fo feverely ? I may furdy defp.*ir of a reniifTion or re- 
conciliation with him. So in like manner, we poor clay^ 
worms, upon hearing of God*s fc verity to fallen AngeUi 
might liavc b-en over whtlmed with fear, if the Bible had 
not told us, that the Son of God his delights nuere nvith tbl 
Johs of f/ien : that verily he took n^i on him th^ nature 
cf Angels i buthetookonhimthefcisdo/Ahxzh^^\i% Heh, 
ii. 1 6. and that he gave himfelf to be a fio'oflering and fa- 
trlfice for men ! AftonifliLng news 1 gJory to God for th^Gs 
jjlad tidings of great joy ! 

O admirable love to Adani's rebellious ofFspririg^ ! Hafl 

ihou, Lord* part by angels, and remembered us in oqi 

low eftatc ! and in thy infiaite compailion become our fure- 

ty, to appeafe divine jaflicc for our heinous iins, when nij 

• other facrifice could do it !-. O what (hall we reader to thee 

for this diSn^uifliing lovc! : Surely our. coodhiion io A- 

ifjm was no ):ktur than that of the angels who l:=ft theiif 

^rAcftate. Jiy naurc we v/er« vti il molV 4x^^i»^v\,t»,^t, 



and falUn Angels punijbed, 

kt Ifaac, bound on the altar, to be a facrlficc to the 
if Gods and the fword of juftise ]ift up to give 
ing blow; until the Soo of God difcovercd himfelf 
ram caught io the thickets, and cadiing to jjfUce, 
ly hand, ioofe them, and bind me in thsir room ; 
Lhc facrifice for them. In choofing fallen men, and 
;el»i God gave an amazing iaUance of the fovereign- 
hit grace, that he would be merciful to whom he 
be mef ciful ; would pafs by the fuperior nature, 
>ore the inferior ; prefer vefTda of clay to vefLls of 
VVaat can we fay ? Noibiag, but wonder at Gsd's 

•ace .' Unfpeakable love ! Lord, it had been 

f thou hadd provided an aogel to mitigate our fiif- 
io hell, by giving qs drops of water, to cool our 
; bat that thou fhouldil have condefcend^d to come 
a«ge rooms with us, lie in hell for us, and funPer 
ry pains ahd agonies due to us, it love that paJJ'ith 

J, when I coofider thy di(Hngui(hing pity, and low 
10 porchafe and recover fuch clods of earth and 
I thy. blood and agonies, 1 am amazed at thy love» 
aded at my own ingratitude, and afhafned at the 
s aodhardntfs of n>y heart ! O^ ! was Chrift wil- 
change. rooms with the like of ms, and (hall not I 
iog to change rooms with hiro« and at his demand 
with.the filthy rags of my Hns, and take on the 
F his-righteoufnefa ? O (hall not this amazing love of 
cooftrain me to bve him again, and live to him 
icd for rae^ fhall it not condrain me to think on 
conftraio me to dole with and trufl in him I con- 
ne to commend him ? con drain me to hat^ and a- 
t enemy, (in ? condrain me to adhere to Ghrid's 
ind ways ?. to perfever£.in prayer,, pratfe, and holy 

fallen angels \th\ and fallenr-men-xpitched upon to 

monuments of free grace, to (lil op the vacant 

which angels fell from ? What fhall I ftf-fMp^s, 

p^fi, . Father,/orfo it plea fid thee ■: Let thy fo^ 

free grace be the eieroal (ong of boxii T^^"v ^t^^ 
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angels. Not unto us, not unto us, but unt9 thy name- 
bs the glory, — ^-r-BlelFeJ be God, that I hear this joyful 
found of reconciliation with fallen nieny and of a treaty of 
peace carried on with them ; The devils never lieard» 
and never will hear fuch news. — r- But oh, if I come hot- 
in, and accept of the terms and offers made to me rn the 
gofpcl, ril put tnyftlf in a worfe cafe than the devils : For 
it cannot be charged upon fallen angfls, as od fallen men, 
that God was willing to be reconciled ro them, and they; 
would not. Now then, when the f>ofpel-treaty is pro- 
claimed, God forbid . I be found guilty of refuGng hil 
terms, fcorning his offers, and defying his th^eatnings. 

ho^Mjhall I efcape, if I negle^ fo great and wonder fbt 
falvation as is tendered to me ? Neg!c<5l it. Lord, I dare 
not, I will not. Lo, I come, I accept, I embrace,. 4 take 
hold of thy covenant, and the feal of it tendered to me : 

1 renounce the old covenant, I bre.4k league this day wrth 
ail thy enemies, I proclaim war againd them : I ^lofe with- 
Chrift Jefus, both as ray righteoufnefs and my (Irength : I 
make a full and free furrender and redgnation of myfeif 
unto the Lord, to be his, and his only, in all 1 am,- and in 
all I enjoy; tj be ordered and difpofed of for his glory 
and fet vice. Lord, 1 am- thine; I will not be my own, t 
will not be the world's, but I'll be thine, thibe only, and 
thins wholly ; thine to love thee, ferve and obey thee 
withoot referve: Sioce thoa wouldfl have no nature 'bat 
mine, I will have no will but thine. I renounce my own 
wiil, and take thine for my rule. Lord, I am thine, O 
fare thou me ; and I will trumpet forth the praifes of free 
grace and redeefnlngi love for ever. Amen, 

M E D ]^T A T I ON III. 

From Pfalm cxWii, 20. 

He hath not dealt fo with any nation,^ 

^ i ^HE nation of ifrael was fing'^laYlY privileged' abov^ 
jt Others ; tbcy were t^kcn into coTcft^Lta. V\\\i G<si 

1\m 
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thfjr had Cod's word and ordinaocesp ihe mcins of cod- 
wjIod aod falvatioD ; they had the gorpd-refcUiioti, the 
Imawkdge and promife* of the Mefliali,— But we under 
New Teftaraent'iimea, and in Britain, are yet mofe pccuH- 
sitIj prifileged with clearer light aad difcovcrics of the 
\ MdEah than the nation of Ifrael ,had. They Iwed under 
a darker and harflier difpenfation of the covenant of grace 
h by MofeSj whofc fiift mirade was the curnioj, itrff/fr int& 
hi^di hot we live under die dearer and fweekerdifpenfa- 
I'm jof it by Chrift hirofelf, whofe BUl rairade was the 
turmng of nvafer into nuine^ that c hears the heart. The 
PaiiOD- of ifracJ were called a people near unto God ; but 
i« gofpel* times we are allowed yet nearer accefs to Gcd 

than they had. The children of Ifrael we^c not allow- 

id fo much as to touch the moLint on which the Lord came 
down I the ineo of Bethftiemid! h;;d DOt iibertv to look in- 
to the ark > the place of his refideDce : — BL>tj behold, we 
are tllowed to take a near view and iteady look of a erud* 
led JeTus in the facramcnt, who Is the image <>fthe i?ivim 
JjtlffCtdf tbfhrightn^fi of hii Faihtr'i gUry^ and the 
Mi^prefi image nf his p^rfm^ Vea* we have liberty not 
ody to look to hinij hut .a [fa to touch him, handle his 
WodihIs, embrace his perfon, and lodge him io o^r hearts. 
The advantage of a clear revelation of a crucified Chrilt 
ia the gofpel'DrdiRancoij and parti en larly in the Lor ^*/ 
/ir/^/rr, 18 an invaluable privilege. If the royal Pfalmift 
adoiired the divine good'nefs in cai^ling'the fun^ moon, and 
ft an to fbine-m the Urmiment for man's behoof, and there - 
fore cries. What is tnan^ that Oed is ihtu windjhi of 
^im ? How far greater caufe have we to Jfay fo, when 
we obferve how God caufe? the Sun of Righteoufnefs (hine 
fo brightly in the firmament of gofpel-ordmuices, and the 
d^y* faring from en high tt^ vifit uj wiih the light of favin^ 
knowledge, ando£ettTnal falvation through him ^-^ A gain, 
if the Plalraift exalts God's goodnefs fo much in his giving 
the beafts of the field, iowls of the air, and fijhes of the 
Jbij to be food for man; what ground h^ve wc co admire 
Mad ^fftifc iGod'a infinut tftttc^ , ^^ '^hw^ ^^ '^'e. ^^^v ^4j^ 
■b^ af ^U own d--M ^a \a ^^^t^h^vNca^^^^^ \;^ 
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fouls ! O what rare gorp;il-feafls are tl\cre wbicli God al- 
lows us in the land wherein wf dwell ! And O how won- 
derfully are they preiervcd and continued with us, from time 
to time, by the miiaciilous working of God*5 mercy and* 
power 1 while others are vifited with cleannefs of teeth» 
and a famine of the word of God. He hath not dealt 
luith every nation as with us. 

And, Lord, how diftingai(hin,i; is thy goodncfs unto me 
a mofl unworthy creature ! By thy mercy I was born in a 
valley of vifion ; and I dwell in a lightfome Gofhen, when 
multitudes of others, in Pagan and Pop.fli nations, arc 
coveted with Egyptian darknefs, and fit in the region of 
the fhadow of death I hear heaven's free market-days 
of grace proclaimed, when others have filent Sabbaths; 
I am invited to a rich banqueting- houfe, when otlftrsare' 
flarving for want of the brcid of life. O that I could va- 
lue my mercies aright I —r- It is a great privilege that I am 
allowed to fpeak to the great God in prayer, and to hear 
him fpeak unto me in his word ! But IHU he puts a greater 
honour upon me, by calling me to enjoy intimate commu- 
nion and fellowfhip with himfelf, yea, inviting me to fit 
down with him at his table, and feafl ^on the fruits oiF 
Chtiirs death, and benefits of his purchafe ! — Oh. I am 
not worthy of the leai^ crumb that falls from the children's 
table, and far lefs of being fet down at the table with the 
children to eat of their bread, and (hare of the dainties 
provided for them by iheir heavenly Father. If Peter, af- 
ter having fecn Chrifl's glory and his own vilenefs, judged 
himfelf 'unwoi thy to be in the fame fhip with Chrifi, and 
therefore cried. Depart from vie^ for 1 am a finful man \ 
how (hould I, the chief of finners, adventure to fit at the 
fame table wi^^ him, and feed upon his fiefh and blood \ 
Amazing conclefcenfion ! 

O wh^t diAin^ion doth God make among nations, in 
fending the gofpel to them, with clear views and preiTing 
offers of a crucified Jefus to perifhing fouls ! And what 
caufe have we in thefe nations of admiring the diilin^^uifh- 
'>ng goo^]neis of God to us in this ref(«cdl beycnd others ! 
XVouJd we not admire his goodnifs, it bt c?L>3X<id \\i^^«c 
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Ouoe ooly in our horizon, as he did on Go(ben, when 

ocher nations uere covered with darknefj, as the land of 

Egypt was ? ¥et furely the gofpel-fun is by far a greater 

mercy.— The gofpel is indeed 9i joyful founds Plalm Ixxxix. 

i;. fo called with alluiion to the Giver- tiumpets made ule 

of under the law to call people to the folemn aiTeniblies^ 

: and to intimate to them the feaft of the pafTover, which 

I reprefented the love and fuffvtlogs of the MefTuh. A joy- 

' fbl found the gofpel is indeed, if 4k compare it with the 

. (bund of the law's curfes and threatenings thundered from 

' Mount Sinai again(t (inners. But, behold, this joytul 

Ibond, bringidg falvation, comes from heaven, even to 

beavcD-daring finners, who had openly rebelled againd the 

Cod of heaven ! Glad news ! Blefled are ihcy who know 

this joyful found ; know it fo as to believe it, admire it, 

coteitain it, and comply with it, fo as to receive Chrid 

offered therein to lo(l finners. 

Lord, I make this joyful found welaome : it is muGc to 

my ear, and a cordial to my heart.' I reckon their feet 

bantiful who bring fuch glad tidings to my foul. O how 

t welcome would men make them, who would bring them 

MD mventioD, that would fecure their eilates from confu* 

iiaiogj iheir houfes from burring, or theit bodies from dy- 

lilgi — But here we have the fure news of an invention that 

dotti much more for us than all this, even a device that 

fcGures us from hell, and enfurcs us of heaven. Ought I 

^not then cheerfully to comply with this joyful found, and 

^&1] ID with ihe call thereof ? God forbid that I ihould 

^ mj eais at it; it had been better tor me then never to 

bare heard of it at all .. How dreadful would my cafe be at 

ibe judgment -day ! How would devils, Ti.rks, Heathens, 

Rfid my own confcience, upbraid me in hell lO all eternity 

fpr my folly in flighting this joyful found ! Surely God 

4)ay dight the mournful found of their prayers in time of 

riiftfcfs, who flight the joyful found of his gofpel in time 

0f heaiih»~-But, Lord, I blefs thee for it. I love it, I 

Itcei vc it, i^«lcome it, I fall heartily in with, i.^ wtfl^vi^ 

Ittmife k for cwr* . 
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MEI>ITATION IV. 

' From J J^hn iii. i . 

Behold what manner of love the Father hath beftc 
upon us I 

IN the amasiog work 'of our redemption, we are c 
to behold and admire both the love of the Father, 
the love of the Son. Unfpeakable love of the Fat 
that contrived oar redemption, pitched upon and gav< 
Rcdemeer. O how readily accepted he of the Son's 
to fufFer and fatisfy infinite juftice for (in in our room ! 
on our fall he might jujflly have faid, No, ^he foul 
fins (hall die perfonally. Til admit of no furety. 
glory to the blefTed Father, fuch was his love to us, 
when the dear Son faid, Father, I will be the furet) 
finneis of mankind, let my bloQd be fhed for theirs, 
the blow light on me, let me die in their room : fuch 
the love and pity of the Father to us, that he prefc 
accepted the offer, held our Redeemer at his word, fa) 
fie it as thou haft faid : /invake^ fnvord^ againji the 
that is my felloe ; fmite the Jhepherdy and fpare the (h 
1*11 glorify my juftlce upon my own dear Son, rather t 
upon them. Amen, faid the blefTed Son of God : I wij 
the facrifice ! 

O love unfpeakable, both in the Father and the S 
Human love, angelical love is nothing to it ! O what is 
\q^^ of creatures one to another, to this love of Go 
man I Aflonifhing love ! that the eternal Son of God, 
treated by no* man, but hated of all men, fhould, in 
loit and pity intreat for men ; yea, undert^i^e and 
for them, when eoen^ies to God and all that is good 
the breadth, the length, the depth, the height 
this love ofChriJl, luhreh pajjeth hionvledge! I may 
Isbly feel it, but I cannot fathom it. The love of c 
tares is nothing to the love of ChrUk. ll vi^t ^wx 
^^at Jacob bore to Rachel, that he tikAuicd xVa >m 



the Father and the Smi~ ij; 

IfliumeTj and frofts of wloier for her : But iH that wfts 
lodiing 10 ihe wmier-ftorm which Cbrift ftiffered for us^ 
It was ^traordinary love that Jo path an had lo f^vid, 
that be would peril hia life to atcj-t hi3 fathers wraih 
ffoffi him: Bat what was that to Chrifi's Jove, that took 
^ Ms etero^ father's wrath, which was infinitely greater 
than Sanies, and adoally Idtd down his life to avert that 
Jrwdful ftorm of wrath from us ! What Ioyc was it that 
made hitn (land before the mouth of hell -furnace, and fuf- 
fer hirofelf to be fcorched with it, in the mofl terrible 
manner^ that he oiijht Rop the Jlame from breakiag out on 
im! Behold him receitmg the fword of juflice into hi^i 
towels, to prevent its being iheaihed into our hearts 1 Be- 
bold, when the fea of God's wrath raged and was teni- 
peflilow, threatening to fwaliow us all up ; ChriR came, 
ind fiid, J ike Jonah « Spare tbefe poor Cnners ; take me 
up, and cafl me into the fea in their Read, chat the florni 
may be appcafed BgaJnR ^ibc;n 1 Chrift was willing to be 
^ into the fea of wr^ithj to be a ble^d pUnk of mere J 
ifbr fhipwrecked fouls to grip to, and be faved. ^ 

Admirable love of the Father of our Lord Jefus ChriH:, 
who would give his dearly belf^vcd Son, out of free love 
and pity to man, to die and fwift r wrath for him I a^ 
would chufe rather to fee his dear Son agonizing and Rrug- 
^ling under infinite wrath for a time, than to fee an ek^ 
world ftruggling ia hell among devils -or ever 1 who can 
otter the mighty a£ls of the Lord ! who can fhcw forth dl 
his praife 1 O Ftither of mercies, from all eternity tVioii 
forcfaw our fall and mif&ry, and, in thy wifdom and love, 
didft qomrive a oohle remad y for us i thou even didfl^ pro- 
vide a fuiety for man befoie the debt was cor *ra died, z 
JUtiuur for him before he was loft ; and by this glorious 
furety thou haft found out a noble way to fatisfy both the 
demand J of juftice and in treaties of mercy, and glorify both 
thefc divine petfc£lic?tis at once*- — By this, Lotd, we know 
[^tiioa Weil us, thai thou haft not with -held thy Son» thine 
'<mly Son from us, to be factifmcd via wi-? ^^^wew % **s*J^ ^y 
^utly calleft m to tonit^«^mw^\t%V-^\^vt,/w ^v^xK-^^^ 
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jaftly have called muliiiudes of us togfcthrt", to make 
facriiice to thy juflice for our heioous (los and rebdlioi 
gainfHteaTen. But behold thou callelt us together to 
table upon a quite other deHgn, even to intimate to i 
facrifice of<hy own providing, fufHcient for us all ; 
adiually to behold the bleeding vidHm of the inno 
Lamb oF-God, \iirho willingly, at his Father^s call, j 
himlelf to be fltin to take away the Gns of the wo 
Lord, ^hat didft thou fee in fuch creatures to mak^ 
love as after this manner ? nothing, but' much to ii 
thee loath ns ; yet the time when we were moft loathfc 
thou madeft it the time of love ! Surely thy th9ttghts 
not as eur thoughts^ nor thy *ways as our ywaysi 1 
adonifhing was thy conduct in redeeming us when 1 
And worfe are we than devils, if we be not ravifhed ' 
the love of the Father in projeding our redemption^ 
with the love of his eternal Son that made him leave 
glory in heaven, and even wade thro* hell to fave 
dregs of the creation. 

O what manner of love is this, that the Father did 
his eternal Son, to die for thofe who deferved ete 
wrath for their rebellion and treafoo againd himf 
When notice was firft given in this lower world, that 
Son of God was coming down to it from heaven ; \ 
could have been exped^ed, but that his bolinefs here wi 
be to condemn the world, and ha(!en the executio 
thofe he found in arms againft him ? But O ! who 
think, and not wonder, that he (hould have fetit bin 
fuffer and die for fuch as forfeited their lives, and defci 
'* to be fl^n; yea. for foch as were aHeoated from the 

^pf God, and full of enmity againft him, unworthy of 
place of abode upon earth, and by their wickednefs i 
prepared for hell ! Ohow furpriOngitis, that God wc 

'in this our miferable (late, fend the Sop of his Love tc 

- * fof'us, to refcue us from dtferved wrath, and purchf 

new title for us to life and glory ! Behold what mann< 

Jove tifts is, that the juft fhould fuffer for the unjuft^ 

ju if prince for the unju^ rebels that wer^ \t\ vcvev^ ^ 
him, the kiog oi glory iov the chUdxeiiO^ ^\to\AS 




tbf obedient Son for mortal enemf^s .[ O thii lafuch am^n" 
Kf ofWing, thatihe highcit rrkrifport of wonJtrinii caa~ 
PK reach: forfiarc^lyjira ri^H^^us man 'wiii cite dare 
h dU ; hut C&ii commends his loi^e to tn, in ihat^ *u*i/7tf 
me loiters jei Jinners^ ChriJ} dhd f^r us^ Rom. v. 7, 8* 
Oh bow am 1' abJft 10 hcir, Tpeak, or think ot this love^ 
ud Eiy heart not burn with an adnjifitigfcDfe of the free- 
Bcfrind riches of God's grace; and with a vehement ha- 
Drd an^ indignation ^gainll my fins, which conciibuicd to 
pitrcc and crucify, my glorious Hedeeir.cr 1 On I be but 
iitifted with lore to hkn, vhcn he comes to communicate 
I Ikji lore to me at his table, atid fa^. Behold how 1 hare 
Wd, and giwcn royfelf for you 1 I was ^^ut sf^ but net for 
^ffiff l Iwa/ ^^undedferyaur tranjgre^^ns^ and hrui* 
fedf^r^urimquUiei, It wai for you I was betrayed* 
rcnledp oondemDedi and cruciSed \ for you my hands and 
fnt were aailefl to the tree, my head crowned with thorns, 
ud my Ede picfccd with a fpear; And aM this 1 ruiTeredt 
t^tjt^ii might be, (a^ed frona. hell, and gei fin forgivea^ 
And God rccoaciJ^d to you for erer* 

.MEDITATION V- 

I . . Frpfli Pf^L viiL 4. 
What is ^ man, that thou art mindful of him? 

WHEN I>a?id beheld the heavens, with its gloriong 
luminarici, the font moon, ^f d fl'ijrs, and the migh- 
If votIei of God In the creation, and coniidefed wh:[t a 
KCStt figure man made amongil them*, he adnnirea God's 
QOttdeCbepfidn and goodnefs in his concern and pains aboift 
wDlj ift hit irorks of providtnce and redemption. Lotd^ 
it man, hdJen man, that thou Ihouldfi notice hi^n io 
\ apoot^, vile, finful worm i And yet how Gngularljr 
' and I/oi3oiired is hei in God the Son his undenak* 
io^ mbc^ his cautioner and ranroml Had -be done it for 



The ajionijbing C^ndefcenjion 

that God (hould viGt him in this manner ! (hoold pay hi 
homely fifit in human nature, to fee what ailed him, 
hear his complaints, and know feelingly his wants and 
feries, that he might the better fympathize with him, 
Jieve and fupply him ? 

But who is this that comes to pay this viiit to man ?- 
•ven he that is King of kings, and Lord of lords, wh 
infinite in majefty and power, in riches and glory, F 
awful are the defcriptions given us ef him in the Rib 
Great h our Lord, and of great potver^ bis underjfa 
ingh infinite. He calls the flars by their names, Wi 
foever be pleafed^ that did he in heaven and ineai 
in thefeas and all deep places. And it is faid of his 
ming to judgment, Dan.rii. lo. A fiery ftream i£ued fu 
from before bim^ thoufand thoufanit miniflred unto h 
and ten thoufand times ten thovfand Jloed Before h 
Afld yet this almighty perfoo, the great God, cdndefcc 
to .dbthc Rimfelf with our nature, and ftoopt to the v 
ground, in the moft lowly manner, to pay ^'a kind rid 
his rebellious creature, man* even man that -is a wor 
and when he ^ets not accefs to h,im at.fi^ft,lie Gontioijie 
fiaod and knock at his door. — ^'O how marvellous is tl 
That he who. was omnipotent, that couM by. a word h 
annihilated fallen man,, and created a more amiable ci 
ture in all refpefls in his roonr, fhould (loop fo low to hi 
That he who was omnifdent^ acd perfedtiykncw m^n.'i 
worthinefs, his enmity, his ingratitude, and what unit 
returns he would make for the greatell kindnefs» (he 
court him fo earnedly \ That the Judge.tiiht2i,^tn (he 
,6oroe down from the bench, and put on iht pannePs clos 
that he might anfwer and fatisfy the law for him ! T 
the gresit Central of the armies of heaven, ihouM put h 
{c\[ in the room of a poor condemned defer ter tor fu 
for him I That the Creator (hould (loop to die fur the a 
tore, even the great God for a worm, man .;•* is love t 
fwallows up our thoughts and language I What ^an 
think, what cao we fay <kf il ! It is love that palferh km 
/^i/g€ / iAe mo/ZpcueriatiDgaogel cannot it$bchEn its hof 
dit depeh^ its brcndil}, or its length*. WV\^ >. iat\uW 



^ the -gnrnf God tofaUen Men. s j \ 

^higlhtf tlitfi tlie higheft heaTens, For its ■ 
ctD fee its bottom, for it made him iVoop as 
Fdf itl brtatlthy it is as broad as the whole 
\t whole iietvens too ; it comprehends all his 
die pdoreft-oatcaft on earth, 9s well as the 
)0 beafea^ For its lengtlt, it never ends, btic 
hoot interraption, notwitbflatiding of proro- 
, it is dra!Wn oat parallel with the longed Hne 

at itin«i that thou fhouldft have ninded him>. 
and ;lov^ him fo ! a creature moft UDjorely^. • 
"k as hell % that had got the image of God 
od the image of Saun pidhired in its room.-— 
Mne: and impotent, that could not nfe but as 
him,- could not (land but as he upheld hiro^ 
HL-but as he led hi m^ nor moye but as he drew 
ial, that was in league with hell, that hated 
rand was plotting with the devil to pull the 
iliead. — A creatine made lolatbfome by fin in 
yMv more loathfome than a new-boro infiint 
its blood ; than Job when full oJF boilsj than 

of fores, or a d^ad carcftfe tirtwling with 
df<eature*\hat Was uiidefiroUs of God's vifit or 
willing to accept of it ; that fiiid to him, Dc 
r, iJDe defire fiat the knatuiedge of thy nvayj, 
Hat contemned bis love^ reje<fled his offers, 
t'his b'ood. — WhQ would hate pitied fuch a 
Cie ib poor, lb vile, fo miferable ! It had ^en 
* given him an alms : bat for the Son of God 
fe for him, may (trike.men apd anj>els with 
rprife for ever, Lcrd^ luhat is man ! a poor 
Dg worm, that thou fhouldeft he mindful tf "* 
§i manner ? And what are we, that we (hould 

ofPtrs of this lore continued to us ? Oh, (hall 
e light of this love any more ? / betnvff 
my unbeliefs 

\ parallel text, Pfalm cxliv. g. Lord^ 'what 
ih^u tt-^ke/i kfjomoledge of him ? or i'>f ]on o/' 
U'Ma^e/! account tf him ? V^\xiX ^ ^^Cit 



little thing i| mao, that thourfhotildft make; fo-greatiecoanl 
of hiiDy put fuch refpe^ upon him above all other ci^ature^, 
fo as to condefcend to (land xp a nearer relanoa to bin 
than to any other, as that of zfi^tber^ ,fL'br.&tbcr^ a kti/\ 
Sattdf a friend^ &c- Yea more, thou haft dignifiedrtbii 
poor thing, man^ fo much as to aflame his nature into U 
ineffable, perfonal anion with the fecond perfon of the efer* 
glorious Tiinity, wliereby the nature of man isexaked «• 
bore all the angels of heaven. It is not the angelical, bui 
the human nature^ which God hath chofen to tal^made ia ] 
and now it. is honoured fo far,, as to be fet on the right 
band o£ the Majefty on high. — The great account Goc 
hath of this little thing, tnan^ appears farther, in the greai 
coft he hath laid ont for him4 Why ? God not only giTCS 
his creatures to die for maof to yield him food, but he a) 
fo gives his Chrifl to die for him to procure him etecna 
life. Again, how great i» the goodnefs which God hati 
laid up for him hereafter? Kye hath not feen it, ear h^ 
not heard it, nor hath it entered into the heart, of man U 
conceive how great it- is ! O .what a favourit^ of heavej 
mud this little creature^ fMariy be. 

Lord, who can but wonder at the hondor thou.haft a] 
ready put uppn^^ i»i^, and at, the favours thoa ftill defignef 
for him! Great things- had thou laid out, and gre^t thing 

. ha(l thou laid up for man, I admire thy low itoop in ^t^ 
vifit thou madeft man,, in-the incacnatioo of iby dear Son 
and in thy- viiit in the gofpel -proclamation,.^ and offer o 
pardon thr(>ugh him ! But let m&ftill plead for another vifi 
in tlie tfTufion of thy Holy Spirit : This other* vifii thoi 
knowcJlis necefTary to make the forme r-effe^ual to my fal 
▼atioow May then thy FToly Spirit woik faith in me, t 
fall in with thy glorious device for the redemption of mai 
in all point.s to accept of thy loye offers,- and reft upoi 
thy hee proniiies of falvation through .Jefus .Cbrifti |to< 
his.mofl pcrfc^righteoufnefs^ Amcn^. 
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Chrifi our ^reaming Rock, Sec. if 

MEDITATION VI. 

^ From I Cor. x. 4^ 
jfnd that rock was Chrijh 

HOW ufdbl 'was .that rock in the: wildefDcfs ta tha 
Ifraelites fojouraing there, af^er it was fmitten hj 
Moies hb r«d.: Wfaea they, were ready to periOi in that 
d7 de&rt, the roc]cfent forth ilreams of water to xhtm in 
ffreai abanidaice ; ftreamsr: that : fotlowed them «p hiU'^ixi 
do«D< lill]y in all thoir turnings and windings, marches 
lod coaDter-marches thcoogh that weary land. That* rock 
vaito them a lively type.of Chrift, who being fmitten by 
the rod of the l^w's^^scwre.^y whofe minider Mofet waS| 
jibMli'fbr^ picntifiil fupplies to his people, while traTelliog 
iff the wiUeraeTaMof this world. There are two principal 
ftieanit of hleffidgt- which he fends forth, mod ufeful to us, 
to wit| a ftream of bioad for our juftificathtt^ and a ftream 
of the Spirit for otMfan^ification. The channel or con- 
dnit^pipos^. ii» conreying thefe ftreams to ua, are the or-" 
dimiHcgjL'Und fromi/ei of the gofpel ; and through thefe 
pipciy .thefe Uefled ftrcam» run freely to all true believer?, 
&niUtoi(»ck:Chiifi, which was broached for them. 

Ob{ h?)w»Co(ll^ waft our redemption to our dear kinfman 
Jefos Cbrift ; dear did oar fouls coft him I The Rock of 
ou filTatioD was cleaved afunder, rent and pierced to^the 
vvy heart, to let out therwaters of life to us, by which 
tfnly we can be pfeferred from eternal death, and obtain 
eieroal life. H^w coflly i&d vpfecipus are the flreams of 
Qirifl'a blood and Spirit, his mercy' and grace! wliicb 
tit0 :fr9m the finitten Rock, and follow us through the 
MJidcrAers ivt the fhee offers of the gofpel 1 They are life^ 
mpgftreamSf'fijce-qtieoching; heart-foftening, foul*cleao« 
&^ bealing.and frudlifying flreams: Welcome then fhould 
we make thefe flreams to our fouls in this dry and thirfty 
Igbd.i— Ukewife the n>ck^iL*\o v\s.^V<:\^'A\j«l%.^^*^^ 
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ao Chrift mit firtamng Rock, 

So Chtifl our Rock fcreens us ftom the fcoarching ! 
▼indi^ve jndice, and froih the waves and billows of 

wrath. How necefTary and ufcful is the Rock CI 

the fouls of fallen men ! Oh, fet roe never, Jelhuru 
lightly eQecm this Rock of our faWation. O let me 
go to falfe rocks, or faHe ftreams, for fheltsr or fu] 
(Iraits, when the true Rock is fo near, and the 
fireams run clofe by my door ; yea, follow ane d 
the channel of the word and facraments : Streams a] 
ed by Heaten to anfwer all the cafet and aiimenisi 
jBnners« O fhall God in his tender mercy provide 
wonderful remedy, fet the rock a^broach for ne, anc 
iti dreams to follow me ; and fhall I be ft^ fooU(h * a 
my back upon them, and refufe to- apply to make 
them i O fave me from fuch curfed ingratitude anc 
oefs : / believe^ Lord, help my unbelief. 

O how much fliould my heart be aife^bed at tb 
table, when I fee the Rock of my falvation fmittsii 
rod of jufilce, and behold the bloody fpear pierce h 
heart ! O Rock of Ages^ what made tbee-tofrei 
cleave fo ! O Brightnefs of thy Father's glory, wh 
disfigured thee fo ? O River of Life, clear as ( 
who hath troubled thee fo I Oh, it was my fins, my 
my paffionv my unbelief, my worldlinefs>- my ha 
impeniteoee, isc. Thefe were the caufeof my Rede 
fuHtetings. The iniquities of finful men wt rb iaie 
him. When he was pierced, is -waa I that fhouI< 
been fminen. When he groaned and fwate bloody I 
have howled and roared in. hell. Harder than the : 
my heart, if I can fee my dear Saviour fmitten aadp 
' and not mourn. O can I fee his fide and heart fin 
out blood, and mine eyes; not foi^rouc tears 1' Car 
hoki th« Rock fmitten for the fioiB of < meb, and not 
the holinefs and judice of God manifieded therein ? 
1 fee my innocent Saviour wonhded aqd flaio for m 
and my foul not hate them > yea, iball I not be fiile 
horrot and trembling at temptations to fin \ 
Let me, at my Savioaiv*s call, approach to \A9r 
sad eome.DcsLr to the- rock of my (aVvaucm^ axA V) 
^ the ragwg billows of ihfitite wraxh, daftiva^^^ 



moJ{ proJitcAle in all Cafcr^ 2 I 

Itoek for ray fins, and e? en making the Rock to groan, fwear, 
and tremble under the pre/Ture. O what a <h*eadrul hur. 
ricaoe of wrath did he endurei to keep the fwelling- o* 
ceao of divine wrath from overflowing guilty men \ Surely 
my glorioBS hnmaouel's groaning and fweating blood nn"* 
der the ftrokes of Cod's Vengeance, is a greatei evidence 
•f the implacable wrath and indignation of God agaib/l 
fin, than if he had hurled all the rocks of the creation in* 
to the midft of the fea» yea, or a thoufand worlds of men 
md angels, into hell. O that, while r am beholding this 
^ fight, 1 may tremble at dn, come by faith nnder the Sha- 
dow of this Rock, and run into the clefts of it for fafety. 
Here I would be out of the reach of the law's curfes, and 
ibmtniogs of wrath ; and tho^ 1 hisar the' roarings arffd 
dalbings of the fe;i upon the rock, yet a drop of it could 
Aot tOQch nie. 

O that I could xmn^i^ Mofit^ when X am at the table, 
and fiaite the rock by the rod of faith, that the dreams of 
I Chrift's blood and Ipirit may flow out to me. What wai 
his error will be my wifdom, to fmite the rock oftener than 
OBce, to nut foYth many a^ of faith on Jefiis Ghrifl, fuch 
u the diicerning, ^fleuting, approving, deriving, receiving, 
dofing,. embracing, trufting, pleading, applying, and ap- 
propriatii^ a]SHof wue faith. May I, like Ifrael of old, 
^e%l, xkxii. 13. be helped by faith to fuck honey out 
of die rock, and oil out of the flinty rock : hooey and oil, 
fweetnefi and fatneft, quickning and comfort. How (hall 
)etine at this hooey atfdiiil ? Only by fuctftng: and hovir 
ftall I fuck, but by the month of Eiith ? there is no fuck- 
iBg without it. Neither can I fuck by faith, unlefs God 
nkie m^do it ; for it is. faid, Demt. xxxii. He made 
Mas U fuck honey oul ef the rock. It is God that mufl 
give Be both a month and ftrength to fuck, faith in tho 
hibik, and faith in czercife. It is only the blowings of the 
■octh'tnd fenth ■ winds. oatheigacden, that ntake the-fpioes 
Ib^ilBir' ont. Awake, north ivind, come ihcu fouth^ 
hUm-^^n my.j§atden\ bring faith, to life, that I may 
Jii;^}Mii9liiaiD GhrUb b tht itLCiwx\t.xiX. .Ciax^'^^3j%«»Sv!w 
**^^^W IB^ .0 let iiovfau\x \ie; ^wkCv^v ^^^ ^^^ 
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wanting, I can fuck nothing : BlefTed be God, Jefus CI 
my Redeemer, is. the author of faith. Lord» increaf 
faith, that I may fuck hopey from the rock.. 2^ But 
^oney may I expcdb from it ? An/hi>* The honey of 

don of fin. O how fwect is this honey ! The h 

of peace and teconciiiation with God ;— r-r- — the h 
of a law-biding righteoufoefs ; the honey of aecefs to, 
CjMHmanion with God ; the honey of entargemcnt of h 
^f^n^loofiog of bands, ifc, O let me eirer fuck fioin 
|rp(jt« the rock that adfwers all my ne^s, and richly 
pli^ all my wants.— —Let me alfo, under aU my fii 
fupiwrt myfelf wkh the FfairtiftVaordial, Pfal. xviii, 
The Lord iiveth, and bie£ed be my Rock. Why ft 
believers in Clirtft4roOp ioany eondition, or look like 
iDen. while their Loxd liveth, and their Rock (land 
Blefied be God, my Rock is a living and lafting R 
^ly hopes n»ay die, my comforfs die, niy frames die, 
gifts, my wealth, and.my relaxionsi they may all die ; 
I rejoice in. the news, that mj^ Lord, will not die^ bqj 
Rock fall. He onoe died for aie, but he is rifen ag 
Good news! oow he is alive, and will die ao more. 



M E D I T A T i O N VJl 

From Zech. xii.. lO. 

73fey Jball h^ upot%'m& tvhojn thty hav^. piereed^ 
mourn^ 

THIS promife hath a refpe^^ not only to the 
when converted^ bat to ak -finners when brc 
torepentahoe. ■ We hare all pierced ChriA, in asmu 
our fins were the caufe of his.death ; Henuoj nuounde, 
pter-tretnfgt^giont. NoiVi a4>ditt«ing .fight, of. a. pi« 
Saviour, is tie beft fpriog; of ibrrow for fin ; it isfi 
look to a orndfied Chrift^ that will fet us a-mournii] 
fer M godljr fort. O that thia pcointfe may be made. 
^ me Bt this time, that, i aiay be: Vtt\ptd xx> \^V\i^ 



Jyapoti Chrift aa pierced for my Gas, my pride, my paf- 
kdf my unbelief, my carnality, my difobedicnce, my 
iropeniteocej niy fins of the hcartp of the tongue » and of 
the lite, ihat I may confefs and bewaii tliem, mourn and 
weep oier them before the Lord. Oh 1 when ftiiH I 
mourn and we«p if Dot now, when I am called to look up- 
m my dear Lord and farecy at hts tabl^r all red wiih blood 
fot- my red and feat kt -coloured iins ? I will not now {land 
ihr off, ^nd took to my Savioar on the crofs, as tbeTe 
women who lolbwed him fron^i Galilee, Lukt xxiii. 49. 
Nbf I will come clofe to hiti, take a near look, and a nar- 
row f lew of hk wounds and |nerdngs l>y my fins, that I 
m*y fee how wide and deep they arc, that my eye may 
lfie£l my heart with godly fonow for fini 

When 1 look on him, Til confider the dignity of the 
perfun pierced by and for me ; be is the almighty Creator, 
the glorious Immanuel, the Plant of Renown, the Prince of 
the kings of the earth, that 13 |)ierced and nailed to a crof»* 
Jeremiah latneots in the captivity, th^t princes were hanged 
up by the hands^ Lam. v. l2. But what were the princes 
of Ifraei to the Prince of Peace, the King of Glory^ whom 
I iet hanging nailed through the hands on the crofs, and 
hiG blond poured out like water upon the earth f O it 13 . 
tojii blood, the blood of God, tbat I fee running down 
ta fatiify juflice for my Gm ; and will nc^ fuch a Gght 
ciufc me-mourn for them ? Can I look on my lovely Re- 
deemer, gripped naked, mounted up, and fixed with nails 
tft llormtnting crofa ? Can 1 fee his head pierced with 
tfiomsf hii back pierced with fcourgings, his hands and " 
to pierced with big nails, his fide pierced with a fpeafg 
■tel his heart pierced with forrows for, my fina, and my *" 
hetrt not mourn for them } , Yet all the piercings and wouods 
of hii facred body were but fmall, to the piercings and 
^gat^es nf bis foul, when he drank the cup of Hie Father's 
With for me, which made him ory out, Myfiuiis fxc^fJ- 
ffg firr^nvfui even uni& d^&thi My O^td^ my G^f^^ w^j 
f^ i^pu jQtfhhn me ? Can t betv^ld tUU W^\^^ \tW 
fmlfjjg in my rooTti. be4nn^i\\^N(^iL^^^^^^^^^'^\^^^'»^ 
'iny heart WW bleed \ C^ \ fct.\iviai ^iiV^^^'^^^^^^ 



24 Chrlft pierced by our Sins, 

of juflice was drawn t« finite me* opeDiog hit b 
receive the {Iroke into his heart, and my heart d 
within me ? Lord, gram me foch a fight by faitl: 
wounded bleeding. Savioar, as to make me a melt 
mourning finner. 

How can I leare this fubjedl until my heart be n 
fedted ? Had I been perfonally at mount Calvar 
with my bodily eyes had feen my dear Redeemer 
and nailed to the tree 1 had I feen him lifted up I 
heaven and earth, that the nations might behold hii 
his arms flretcbed out to embrace (inners ! had i 
his dying looks* and heard his dying groans ! had 
his precious blood for many hours run from his ^^ 
hands and feet to the earth ! could I have Aood I 
dry eyes, or an unconcerned heart, cfpecially whei 
thought he was fuffering all this out of love to me, for 
and in my room ! — Why then ihoold not I be s 
concerned, when I come to his table to celebrate t 
morial of tkat fearful tragedy^ and look upon the c 
figns whid) teprefent the fame ! Lord, givemefai 
to bihold the things fignified thereby, even the h. 
and dying of the glorious Immanuel. « An 

kind of blcod Is it I fee running down ! It is i 
blood ! precious blood ! royal blood ! heart-blood 
th# blood of the eternal Son of God, one drop wh 
worth an ocean of our blood, and is of infinite vali 
yet behold all this blood is (hed f/r fuch worms as 
O can I think long upon this fubjedl, and not i 
, heart pained with love, and be ready, with Jofeph, 

. a fecrct place to weep in ? Had an ordinary ms 
executed for my crime, it would have affedled m< 
days ; how much (hould it touch me to fee the Son 
put to death for me i The fun fainted, the heavens 
ed in black, the earth quaked, and the rocks rent 
this black tra^gedy was afled ; how much more (he 
heart rend and mourn at the leprefentation of it be 
c^es ! Surely my mourning (hoald be great, de 
bitter moariiiog^ aa in the text, VVke tV^e mfv^^^i 

Parent for the desLth of zxi only fon •, ot \\k^i?ivt'? 
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f Hadadrttnmon in the valley of Megiddo ! O what was 
le death of King Joliah to the death of King Jefus, the 
emal Son of God ! O my dear (lain Lamb, (hall I not* 
ourn and weep over thee ! 

Oh \ can I fee his blood ran down in dreams, and my 
res not pour out Tome drops ! Did Cbrift fweat blood, and 
eep blood for my (ins, and (hail not I weep tears for 
em ? Shall I not give drops of water for dreams of 
ood ? Alas ! am 1 more fparing of my tears for Chrift» 
an Chrid was of his blood for me ! How fad did the 
ood trickle down Chrid's cheeks in the day he wore the 
own of thorns for me ? But how dowly do tlie tears fall 
om my eyes when I commemorate his dying love i Can I 
led tears in plenty for a dead child ! aiKi have I referved 
one for a dain Saviour ? yea, dain by my fins ! How 
id is it to fee fo many weeping eyes at a funeral, and fa 
nany dry eyes at a communion-table ? Alas, this is a fad 
ign of few looking by faith to him we have pierced ! few 
mible of the evil of their fins, that were the hammers 
vhich drove in the nails into his body. O for a realizing 
t& of faith, reprefenting all that tlie Lamb of <jlod fuf- 
cred, in the greated certainty and cleaced evidence, that 
t B no devifed fable. O for an applying and appiopriating 
iftof faKh, to bring all home to myfelf, and fay, H^ le- 
yed tMCf and gave hlmfslffor me I 

What a hard heart is this 1 have beyond others ! Cam 
( ice others weeping and mourning over a dain Saviour, 
i^tfit at the fame table, eat the fame bread, and drink 
^ fame cup with me, and cannot I get one tear i Is God 
^ome with his bottle waiting for my tears ? Do others pour 
Wo it plentifully, and have 1 not one tear to drop into 
Sod's bottle ? Lord, what means the hardoefs of my 
wart, and the drjnefs of my eyes, at th^iightof my Sa- 
fiwf's bleeding and dying for my fins ? When diould i 
>«>rn and weep, if not now ! Was thet€ ever fudi ao oc- 
|ifiim for tears ! Oh ! doth Cod intend 10 referve weping 
?[tfl>«ji9. hcjL where tca«s (hall never be dried uq i this is 
. " y^^ if ibt V\aiA-Vt2Ln^, wv^i.x'^-^^^^^iK^* 
pitj my hardtvcfc, wi^^ ^^^ tB«.^x»ia. "^"^^^V 



26 Chrijl's Lock to Peter. 

thou gavcft Peter, that may caufe me weep, and weep I 
tcrly, at the lemembrance of my fios which pierced th€< 

-s^,^^^ t^^^^'ir^v-c^;-* €1^ ^^:^» ^-^ «-!^a^i^ < 
MEDITATION. VIII. 

From Luke xxii. 6i, 62. 

The Lord looked upon Peter And Peter went o\ 

and wept bitterly. 

L05. n, (ince my looks to thee are fo flight, fo « 
Vering -and incondant, that they make little or 
imprcflion upon my hard heart, do thou vouchfafe to lo 
upon me with pity and with power ; for thy looks aie ei 
cacious, and mdt down the* hardtfl heart. O give i 
fuch a look as thou gave A Peter, when he denied the 
and began to curfe and fwear : A look that may bring 1 
to myfclf, and caufe me weep, and weep bitterly, at t 
remembrance of my fins, my unbelief, my pride, my pa 
fion, my difobedience, which pierced thee, ray dean 
L( r ! and Saviour. Look thou up^n vie^ and be viercij 
wtomcy Pfalm. cxix. 1^3. Chrid^s look to backdidii 
Peter was merciful, and full of compailion ; his bowc 
yearned for his poor difciple, when ready to fall into tl 
devil's arms by total and fina! backlliding, and prevea 
him fpcedily. He would not let him lie Ion;; in that di 
mal flatc he fell into, as it were on the very brink of he! 
but prefcntly plucks him back, and recovers him. In lil 
manner, Lord, look on me, and recover me fpeedily wh< 
I hW into fin, left my next ftcp be into hell. 

ChrifPs look to Peter was a preventing look ; he look< 
on P^.ter before Peter looked to his Saviour for :nercyi ac 
before he looked on hinifelf, or upon his fint and the dai 
gcr he was cxpofed to by it. Glory to my Redecmtr thi 
watches over his people, fees and minds their dange 
when they thcmfelves are little thinking upon it \ he 
wore careful of them than they ate o? \\\c*Tv\^A\t&. ttQ 
marvellous was Chrifl's love, tbax v»ovAd\>«^o3fc«WfeH 




Chrift*s Look to Peter. 27 

II Peter at fuch a time, when he hlmf:lf was amidft 
bloody enemies, and upon trial for his life ? Kven 
then, as it were, he forgets his o%vn dang tr, and takes 
■otice of the d-iajter of his fervani : Ho, being the great 
Shepherd of th^ Jheep, ventures .Jl 10 rcf:iie one of his 
flock oat of the mouth ef the Hon, and /rj//: the paw of 
the bear, O who would not ditlre to belong to the flock 
of fach a faithful, loving, and compaflionate fhcphcrd ! 

The look Ch* ift gave Peter was a convincing look ; it 
laid open his fm to him with all its aggravaions, which 
made it very bitter to him. It (poke fuch language to him 
as this ; ** O Peter^ what haft thou done ? Had thou cail 
" off thy Saviour ? And had thou faid, thou knowcft not 
" roe, who knew thee Irom the wo.-'ib, and am going to 
" die for thee? Dod thou not know me that called thee 
" fro3i thy nets; that impowered thee to preach the gofpel, 
"** and work miracles ; that kept thee from finking in the 
** waters ? Am I not he thou fawcd fhining on mount 
" Tabor ? Evea he thon faidft thou • wouldfl rather die 
•* than deny ?" O for fuch a convincing look from Chrift, 
that would pierce and melt my heart, and make me weep 
bitterly both now and at his table, for my bafe ingratitude, % 
[ ■ difowning and piercing my dear Redeemer ! 

Ghrift's look to Peter v/as a powerful and overcoming 
lock; it conquered his will, loofed him from the world 
aad fin, and made him yield prefently to Chrifl : He was 
Bot able to bold out a moment longer, but, like Jofeph, 
fecks a fecret place to weep in. O how powerful is a look 
from Chriil ! it is fufficient to bow the mod dubborn will, 
^melt the harded heart; it can turn the rock into 
fianding water, and the flint into a f'itintain of mater ^ 
Kal.cxiv. 8. How powerful was the look he gave to 
poor Jerufalem, when lying in their hlood ; a look that 
caofed them to live^ Czek. xvi. 6. How powerful was 
the [00k he gave to Zaccheus on the fycamore tree, Luke 
lix. 5« O for fuch a look as would bring me prefently 
A>WD» 10 like manner, from the fycamore of my felf-con- 
cdt and felf-righteoul'nefs, and frotti m^{ b«(iL-bc.W<LdCv3«. 
mAM^h and caufc m^ i^otv^t ^^wS^X^-^v^^^^^^^^ 
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28 . Chrifi's Look to Pete 

heart, and go with chearfulnefs to his ta^ 
the feal of his coveoant, faying tnj Lcrd^ i 
Chrift's look to Peter was a peculiar a; 
Jook : The power and grace of God went 
to change Peter's heart, and bring him to 
Chriil looked en many thoiifands that wer 
tcr of it. He looked oo Judas after he bei 
when he prefumed to kifa him, and repro 
his bafe treachery : But neither that look n^ 
cd bis heart. As the beams of the fame v 
clay and foftens frozen earth ; fo a look 
Jefus, the Sun of Righleoufnejs^ liift ]udj 
penitent, whilfl it fohened Peter's heart, 
on in his villainy, whilft the other relented 
to tears. Why \ he Jooked bat on the 
but he looked on the heart of Peter. He 1 
one with a frowning judicial look, but lool 
fher with a recovering and drawing look, 
to Peter was accompanied with the inward i 
Spirit on his heart, otherways it had been in 
if he would Toucbfafe fuch a gracious loc 
heart, and foften it ! I would fain bring'lfl!|^ 
lay it before this blefled Sun, and wait ui 
the cloud, look through, and (hine upoi 
tremble to go to thy table with this hard ] 
ftouldfl look on me with anger, ai thou d 
Mark iii. 5, upon account of the hardnefs 
Lord, 1 defiAJJT'to be grieved for my hear 
to look to thee whom I have pierced by it. 
look to my heart as thou gave to Peter's ; it 
to penitential tears, and caufe me to go a( 
bitterly. 

Chnft's look caufed Peter to remember a 
Chrid's words to him. It is in and by hi 
works upon (inners hearts, O if the Spirit ^ 
word to my mind, fet it powerfully home 
fcience, and fo give IITIe happy tarn to n- 
help mc to hy up thy words, and ponder the 
' and O bring them always Ic»loaw>\^ xo 



Cbrift's Look to Pcien ip- 

I fali, I may not lie long und jr. fin, nor continue in a 
fiate ot backfltding fT(im thee. May ( have fuch a look 
fnini thee, as ftiall look ail my idols out of couotenAhce, 
and look- my wandering heart into a right frame for cove- 
naating and.communicating work ; A Ijok th^t fhali put 
oew \St in all my drooping graces , and kindle fuch a fi.mie 
of love to- Ch rift in. my heart, and of indignation againll 
fio, as all the devUt in hell fhallnever be able to quench. 
A lode that (hall make the weep, while I live, for pietcing 
Chrift the Lamb. 

Oh, fhail others fhed tears in plenty for fin, .and my 
•yes remain dry ? fhall others get iheir hearts broken, and 
'mine cominue hard !' Lord) thy grace is free ; O how 
eafy were it for thee to melt my heart, and moitlen my 
eyefr*. One touch of thy hand. nay,. one look of thy coun- 
teoance, one cad of thine eye is rufficient-to do it.^ O turrt 
unto me, and give me one merdful look, for ihy ordi- 
iHoee will be lifelefs, and tod unto me, if thou lo«k not 
on me. How can I goto thy table to behold Jcfus, my 
fcrcty, all red with blood for my red and fcariet-coloiired 
fini, while my iieavt doth not mourn, nor my eyes run 
A)wn ? Sarely the ftreams of my Saviour's blood defervc 
to be lamented with tears of blood, and fhall 1 not do it. 
It lead with . tears of water? Was he wounded for my 
ttanfgrefions, and (hall not my heart bleed, and eyes 
^Kepj for hb wounds given him by my fins ? 

M t D I T A T I O N IX. 

From Matth, xv. 27. 

Atiijhefaid^ Truths Lord^ yet the dcgs eat of this.' 
crumbs. 

THIS' woman was a Canaanrte, and lived among hea- 
thens, yet (he had greater knowledge and faiihuur 
I the ^feffiah than mod of \\\t ie,^v U« K^v^sv, \-^^Hi>;gsfc. 
f J^act^ and refoluxion, woiA^ \\i^ ^t^^\si^ciiv^^> ^' 
F ■ • • • C V 



The fnarp Trial cf 

its, are here recorded for a pattern and cncoaragcmeni 

dcrpunding believers in all a^-ci. 

This womaa was fo feoHble of her mifery, that (he ad- 

efTes Chrift with great earneflnefs for help : She doih Dd 

eak calmly or coklly to Chrift, but (he cried unto hiiDj 

id followed him with hercries» r. 22, 23. Surely, if 1 

/ere duly afFtdlcd with my fpiritual wants and miferies, .] 

«(ould fpeak to God in no other language than that of cria 

and tears. O what caufe have I to bewail my coldne£ 

and indifferency in prayer, and the little fenfe I have of mj 

dangers and necelFities, which are great beyond expreifioD i 

This woman, notwithftanding of her great earneflncfi 
and (Irong faith, met with very ^rcat trials and difcoa- 
lagements in her addrefl'es to ChrifL 

I. Her firft trial is Cbiiirs (ilence to her, when cryiO| 
to him for iHercy, w. 23. He anfnaered her not a 'word, 
t^trangc ! not a word from a meek and merciful Saviouri 
that never put a poor lirncr, feeking mercy, away froB 
him before ; but Itill invittd all to come to him for it. 
That is a fore tentaiion, Lam. iii. 8. IVheu I cry am 
jh7tti, he 0?uttcth out viy prayer. Believers are apt t 
iliink that God (huts out their prayers in wrath, when it 
rot fo. Chrid beard this woman, accepted her, w 
pleafed wiih her, and (Irtngthened her to hold on in pr< 
'.r^ though he did net immediately anfwer her. Y\t * 
tcrtaincd her with (ilence to draw her on to be mere 
portunate, and to try her faith, patience, and perfevera 
and thereby to teach us to be fiiloixrrs 6f theft nvho thr 
faith and patience do now inherit the prui:^fes , C 
keeps the door bolttd for a time, that we may knee 
! -.aider, Matih. vii. 7. /!sk^ fetk^ kncck. The d 
liiercics come to us alter ilic grcattft wrefllings. Li' 
J fee here, that t'pcrc is Icve in Chiifl's heart to wi 
fouls, even when frowns ?.ppear in his looks *, where^ 
\ n-e take encouragement from him, thcugh he flay 
to trufi in him, 
JTj. 2 Another fore trial the woman met with, waf 
fcarf^Ar •* ^^ ^^^^ '"* difciplcs >w\\cn \u\w«td\ti^ 



. the fVonian of Canaan » 51 

fc 24. 1 am Mi/ent but to the lofi Jkeep of the kot!/^' of 
(rati. The Jews were called JJ^eep^ biujk Gentiles» 
igp^H The Jews were indeed to have the-?lir(l offer ot 
hrSh grace and purchafe. Though the woman might 
MC^Csken Chrift's words as a plain repulfe, yei (he ftudies 
Btpot the beft feole on them (he can, and continues her 
ni^ituoicy. Which teacheth us never to leave the throne 
f grace for any difcouragement. 
'}• She gets a vepulfe yet more (harp than the two for- 
Dcrp ereii after (he had come clofe up to hiro> and fallen 
lawn at his feet, faying, Lord^ help me. Then it is 
2brift ranks her among the dogs, thefe that were without 
die cdvenant, profane and unclean. Now, one might tliiiik 
Bie is cut off by that word, and will infill no more after it. 
Nay, (he takes hold of that word of reproach, and pleads 
■ponUtD the text. Truths Lord^ I am a Sog^ vile and 
wvonhy ; yet let me humbly ask the dogs room and pri« 
vilege, even to creep beneath the childrens table, and ga- 
ther fome crumbs of mercy. O how much is contained 
lure for our indrudion and imitation ! 

\ft^ What caufe have we, O Lord, to blefs thy good- 
aefs, that we Gentiles, of dogj^ are now become childrefiy 
ad allowed to come to thy table ! And, at the fame time 
' tofau- thy joftice, (ince the Jews, oi children ^ arc now be- 
CMne dogs 9 and (hut out as unclean ! If they were cut off 
tho crticified thee in thy low eftate, what may we expe£^, 
V by oar fins we crucify thee in thy glory ? Let us not be 
. jUg^ mioded, but fear. 
' 2ily^ Chrift puts the flronged faith of his people upon 
Ae (harpeft trials : He thmks fit, for his own glory, where 
k gives much grace, to try grace much. 
-ij^» Thefe who are eminent in faith are moft humble ; 
ibwomaDrwas fo. O how humbly did (he plead with 
^ift! She threw herfelf on the ground, lay low at his 
te^ and from the duft cried for help : She claimed 00- 
ii^gi Quly begged for mercy. And when Chrift fpurned 
4icr'if(m-his feet, calling her a dogy (he doth not murmur 
mifj0mi0$i9 of his hftrfh carriage, but humbly xaV^^% ^'v^ 
(tefo/ge/ Tru/j^, Lcrii, thou doft not m\fctai\ rcvt, tiw 
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call me fo bad as I am ; / am a dog^ a mod vile and an« 
worthy creature, and have no right to the childrens breadj 
and mud ftarve it thou haft not mercy on me. She can 
bear any thtrg, the word frown or chaflilement from 
Gkrift, only (he can't bear being excluded from his meicjj 
and grace ; Ihe would have fome token c*f it, though nevei 
fo fmati ; S^e claims not a Benja^nin's meal, nor a child'i 
portion, only let her have, a dog's crumb. Lord, I take 
patiently the (Iripe from thee ; give me but a crumb afcei 
it, and Til go away fatisfied. Surely the more humble 
any fuppHcant is at a throne of grace, he comes ftill the 
better fpeed ; for the Lord njifis the proudj but givei 
grace t4 ihe huwbie, 

j^thly^ God's ufual method= of difpenGng his mercy and 
grace to finners^ is firft to cad them dowa.befoTe.he raife 
them up ; he fird humbles and Jays them low hi a fenfe of 
their unwonhinefs and viienefs,. before he advances thero to 
his favour. We mud firit fee ourfelves to be as dogs^ lefx 
than- the lejjl of all God^j mercies^ before we are fit tq 
be dignified with the privileges of children* 

$tilyf When unbelief draws difnial conclusions from 
every thing, and tempts us to quit our grips and hopes, up- 
on any dark difpenfatton, and to fay, with that wicked 
king, 2 Kings vi. 33. This evil is of the Lord : IVhai 
Jhould 1 luaitfor the Lord any longer P Behold, faith is a 
valiant and impoitunate grace, it pats the bed condruAiont 
upon all Chrid's anions ; it is fharp-fighted, to fee and 
take hold of all advantages to drtngthcn itfelf, and finds 
encouragement even in that whicii is difcourag>ng. That 
which fcemed to cut ofF this belie ving, woman 's.hope, die 
improves it as a ground of hope, and an argument in pray- 
er, Truth, Lordi yet the dogs eat^ &c q, d. Even the 
wortblefs dogs belong, to tlie family,. and though they 
may not fead with childret) at the ' table, they may 
creep under it^ and' gather crua:hs, thefe off-faUingt 
that would be fwept to the door; this will nOt 
wroD^ the children. Let me '*and in relation tft 
Cbiiff, though in the meaoed {Uilott, tvcs xV^ax oC hJk 

6»« 
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^\ ni be thftnkfiiJ for it, or for any thingj if he doei 

tot ton] mc oot qF the hoafe. 
^ iihiy^ When Our djifcouragemeots arc greaiefl we 

Aoald learn from ihU woman, ncrer to gifc over the 
excTcirc of Ikitti aod prayer \ but 10 lot^k on all otir dif^ 
ippomtments in the facceCs of piaycr, ai cxcUememi to 
greater carDeftoefi in pray^r^ FAiih will not fet limits to 
Uie HoJy One ; though ip«edy anfwcrft be not given to 
oar prayer, it beeomes Oft to wait God'i time, who U the 
beftjudje of the fitteft feftfoAi Ht that Mievfth nt?i// n§t 
m^h SaJ^€ z W^ f ht knowi hit extremity it God'i £t 
•pportuoitf , 

"fi&fyt A refolute adhering to CKriA by faith ander 
tndi, it mo/l pleaiSog and ftceeptabJe ro him ; as when 
we perferere in the ufe of meant when fuccefi is rmAii ^ 
vhcn we depfnd up«Q hi$ t»'^>^ifei ^d look to hii power | 
wliea, tmder ihe darkell dkpenfftciontp we watch over opr 
beans and fleps, ihat they do oot dedire from his w#y^ 
A tfade 10 i^dm idiw. tf^ 18* Jlod glory to him that 
fm m fuch encouragement for this refdute adhereDC^tir 
fcj«; Si the mercifolnefa of bi» nature, and his TaJttinilcijfri 
which affurc os, there is more good'WiU in his, heart than 
11 Tifiblc in hh deAJings ; and that his providence wtU never 
I^TC hit word the Tie, He gives in fecret ftrength to hk 
feople to adhere to him, when he feemft mo{\ oppofite xi> 
^brm^ at be did to this woman. He loves to briog about 
^ peopt^ merdes by meam Improbable and etwtrary, to 
^OTify bit wjfdom. He delighii lo bricg light om of 

ttl'fy, Great will the reward at lafl be of the bcHe]ifr*i 
&id}, humility* and periW^rance in piayer; for, faitb 
drift at length, v, 28. it^w^w, griiti it tfy/eiii s 
^ k untp thff€ ewin at thu ^Ui- 
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ChrijVs dying Charge. 

MEDITATION X 

From I Cor. \\. 24. 
TkU do in remembrance of me. 

OMy foul, here it a folema ordinance inftitut 
keeping up the remembrance of a crucified J 
and behold it was appointed by himfelfi when he wi 
a-going to do more for us than all the angels in 1; 
could have done, e?cn to make atonement for our ( 
his death and fofFeringi ; and he twice repeats his 
charge to ua, v. 24. and 35. This do^ tk'u do ye. 
ufe to regard the commands of their dying friends 
perform their wills religiouHy ; and (hall not I with 
fare obey the will and commaixl of a dying Red< 
when the thing he reqaives is fo eafy and agreeable, 
and drink at his table in remembrance of him ? If I 
thee^.O friend of finners, let my right-hand forget i 
ning, ^€. 

Our loTing Redeemer well knew the treachery 
memoriesy the worldlinefs of our hearts, and ino 
of our af^dUons, that we would be ready to let I 
and io?c (lip out of our thoughts, and therefore ' 
have the (igns of his fufferings frequently prefexitr 
eyes. Alas \ for the curfed ingratitude of my \ 
is fo apt to forget him that remembered me v 
was none to pity me ; but glory to him that t 
pains to cure my forgetful nefs, by fetting forth 
cified fo evidently before my eyes in the broker 
poured out wine in the facrament.*— I look upo 
nance as a vifible reprefentation and commemof 
Saviour's death and lufFerings for his peoplr-, 11 
have continued till he come again to judgmen 
a marble-pillar fet up upon his grave, with ; 
bearing account of his glorious a'chicvement 
deeds, bis glorious fufferings^ confli(5)s, ao< 
his peoph, — Wherefore, aaoiv^i^Vv^ c^ 



C/jri/i'f dying Chdtge. jj 

Alther, and put all the hononr and refpc^ I CEin lapon my 
Wod bfioe factor : 1 will remember his love, proclaim his 
wonb, and pablifh his ptaif'^s. Til hereby own myfcif 
before the world to be one of his difdples, and a follower 
cf the Lamb. V\\ declare my abhurreiKe of fin i hat pierced 
hfm, and my gratiiade to the Lamb for (he atotviog facri- 
ficchc offered up for me upon the crofs. Til tnymph in 
, iljiiw the only ground of my hope. I'll put the crown 
OD \i\i headi and caft all my crowns down at lus feet^ and 
cry, W^rthjf is the hamh that 'maifiain^ niidbas redeem' 
flrfmc from my fins hy his htoQd\ worthy is he /^ receive 
'H hit^ur, f^?*werj glory t t^nd dominhu f&r ever and 
ever, 

■ Glory to my dear Saviour, that fecks no ;ireater return 
^ for all his Jabour of love^ than a thankful rem em bra nee of 
itathia table. Oh, ^onld I grudge to give fuch a fmall 
mtimto him thai f offered the pain^of death and hell for 
vat J Flad he bid me facrifice my firfl^born, and give all I 
hitt 10 the poor, or^o ta pilgrimage to the Holy Land to 
TJlii his fepulchrei or go to the top of mount Calvary where 
tbecTofs ^ood, as a token of thankfulneis for hW fove^ 
cotifd 1 have refufi^d it ^ But he puts me to ro fuch hard 
tajlt* — Lord, thou bidefl me not go to a bloody feaffoJd to 
ftmcmbir lUce, but to a welUcufcrcd table to do it* Thou 
liHide/l me not go there to bleed or burn for thee, but to 
' ^ and drink ; not the bread of i^iHidHou cr water of ad** 
tnfity, but bread that ftiengthens the heart, rfcd wine that 
ilnra the drooping fpirit ; bread and win^ which thou faa/l 

lio£lified and bleffed for me Surely, O dear Saviour, 

' iowe my life to thee, nay, a iboufand livwif I had them ; 
brttt it is not my life, bnt my memory and thoughts thou art 
calling for ; it is not to die for thee, but to remember thee, 
^dk ihoti trink the cup (tf wrath on the eroCt for me, and 
vriU TpOi I un\^k a cup of bklTirg Ht the table for ihee, aa^, 
^fermvklf, snd for my eTernai Ulvktion? 

Lc^t me go then lo this holy table, with faith, lote, tnd 
ftlrkfuinds, to remember Chrift, and his dYin^bve^ U9 

ands me. Aud Nj\^\\t V i^ww^TtiQ^^^ V\m^ N^ ^fj^ 





I RememhringrfCbclft's Sufferings 

the arras of my faith, and at the fame time tl 
jilcy fool into his wounded arms, for faving*! 

Tach. Let rac go and remember the wound 

(i'frcings of my Redeemer, Mnth a pierced and \ 
leart for thefe corfed fins which nailed and killed th 
of life. Let me henceforth be the death of fin, wl 
the death of my dear Saviour. Oh, (hall I fuffer (! 
apy longer in me, that would not fuffer my Red< 
Ji?e in the world ! 

But let me confider my High Priefl before*ha 
what of his fufFerings I fhould remember at his tab 
I'll remember how the glorious heir of all things 
htmfelf of bis riches and glory, how he left bis tl 
majedy to lodge in a virgin's womb ; yea, to be 
mong beafb, and cradled in a manger, for fuch 
as mei Til remember how he was attacked by th 
contradicted by (ioners, and reproached by the y 

. my fake ! I'll remember how forrowful bis foi 

the garden, when the bitter cup was put in his h? 
tiow he fwate, how he prayed, how he fell to th 
till he was quite OYeiwhelmed with wrath, an( 
with his own blood for my fake ! 1*11 rememb' 
was fold for a fmall price, and bafely betrayed 
how he was taken by the foldiers, tied 'as a mah 
cotds, denied by Peter, forfaken by all his di 
left alone among his croel and infuhing enemie 
member how he was blindfolded, mocked, fpit 
feted and affronted by ruffians a whole night, ; 
fofiered all for my fake ! Til remember ho' 
countenance was disfigured with blows, and 
she hair df his cheeks ; and' how 'the fweetcll 
fun faw, was all befmeared with blood and f 

&ke. 1*11 remember how he that cloth 

the Held, was himfelf ftript naked, bound t 
cruelly fcourged, till the pavement of Pll; 
ball was ail bedewed with his precious bio 
Jiiember how the crown of thorps was pi 
Aarp points tiuocd inward, ^\iVvimiV\\> 
mto bis temples vriih a ittd« ii3a.^ci«<) ^ 
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many places, and a new fhower of blood ran down his 

Uefled neck. V\\ remember howiihcTieayy trofs-tr-e 

was laid upon his fcourged and bleeding (houlders, and he 
made to carry it through, the greets of Jerufalem, forth of 
the gates, and up Mount Calvary, to the place of execu- 
tion, until his ftrengrh was fpent, and he foundered under 

the but den. V\\ remember how the crofs-lree was 

iiiid down, and my Saviour ftript .naked and (Iretch- 
ed out upon it as a rack ; and ^ow he was f aliened to it 
^ith four big iron-nails through his bands and feet, and 
the crofs lifted up and let fall into a deep hole digged for 
the foot of it, to the violent rending aad widening of his 
facred wounds by which he hang, until all his blood 
iWmed forth at them, and he ^expired amid(t the moft 
cxqnifite tortures. ' « 

1*11 remember al fo the fofferingi of his foul at that time, 
when the Lord ran upon him as a giant, and made his fou[ 
the butt of his envenomed arrows, the • poifun whereof^" 
drank up his fpirits, until his ihength was dried up like a 
foiiherd. — ^ril remember how his foul was troirhled and 
nonpluffed at the di(Unt profpedl of th» cup; and how 
fore amazed he was foon after when.it was put into his 
hand. — IMl remember hpw the tafting of it calt him into a, 
bloody fweac and agony, which dyed his garments red» 
aad bedewed the ground where be lay. — I'll remember how 
he was broken with breach upon breach, till all the fea-biU 
iovi of divine vengeance weot o?er him, and tlic lion of 
the tribe of Judah was made- to roar under the (Irok^s -and 
Wfes of the flaming fword, PfaK.xxii. i. — I'll remember 
'ihe dreadful hidings of' God's face he lay-undei:* until he 
Vfas made to cry, Aly God, my God^ njfhy haft tbou/or^ 
fiikin me ?—^\\\ remember the inexorablenefs of divine 
Jaiiice, that would not fpare him one (tripe, bate- him one 
ftrthiog of the debt, nor one drorp of the <tu^ ; fo that he 
drink till he cried, // is finiihtd, ai:d gave up tiie gboft. 
Clory toLim for his love in fioiihinir tlve woik. 
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3^ ^he. Communicant's 

MEDITATION 

From Philip, i. 23. 
For I am in a Strait betwixt tivo, 

AS the apeflle was in a ftrait whether to ch 
to live, fo I am in a flrait whether to gb t< 
table or to (lay hack. Now, thou called roe, L 
lebrate the memorials uf thy death, yea, to 
tbiee at thy holy table, and I know not what c 
am in a flraic betwixt two. My heart is fo imh< 
unworthinefs fo great, I tremble to go fbiward t 
a God fo holy, "and whofc purity is infinite ; a 
wants are fo many, and my ncceifities fo gre; 
cafe is hopeleis i^ f ((ay back : Lord, 1 can 
elfe in all the worJd to fu};ply my needs « bi 
alone. — Bat oh, when I think of gcin^ foiwar 
(fops my mouth, and fills vat with blulhing. 1 
holy angels, tbefe pure and unfpotted feraphim: 
in zeal for thy (ervice, muft even cover their 
rhce ; how (hiall I venture into thy prefence, I 
is fo langui(hing, whoie love is fo cold, wl 
la earthly, and prayers fo dull? Shall I apprc 
R holy God in fiich a cafe ? But what then 
Shall I joiii with theie worldlings who were bi 
fead of ihe great King, refufe, and make : 
Then I fear the King will be angry, declare m 
to tafte of his fupper, yea, fwear in his wrath 
never enter into his reft. 
• Lord, I abhor myfelf for my unworthinefs a 
my g;di]t and pollution ; but where (hall I go to g 
ttviMifior it, but unto thee alone f Haft thi 
^en me tome, though iny fins be red as crimj 
not many fiich come to thee, and found relief 
Surely, O Lord, thy goodnefs is greater than m 
and thy mercy fwpaffeth ru^ twvfei^ % ^ot \Jcvw 
jrach crcn to the clouds, ^et \h^ w^^^c.^ \%^ 
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fens. O merciful Father, extend thy free, boundlcfs 
mercy to a roiferable, helplefs (iontr ; SuVcly mifery is the 
proper objcdt of mercy. Holy God, if thou help mc not 
ios the fake of my miferies which I have deferred, yet help 
me for the fake of thy mercies v hich thou hafl promife 1 
inGhriftthy dear Sob. -Wherefore -T plead- for ChriiVs 
fake, that thou wilt hear the cry of ihy miferies, and not 
the cry of my fins. O doth not his precious blood cry 
loader for pardon, than my fins for punifhment I Lord» 
beir the cry of that blood, and let it not ht as water fpilt 
ipoo the ground* For the fake of th^t prevalent blood, 
pky, pardon, and accept a poor uiiwbrthy creature, that 
deires to obey thy call, ani prepare his heart to feek thee, 
thoa^ he be not cleabfed according to the purification of 
the fimdoary. 

Lord, though I may be afliamed to come to thee, my 
Nedt are fo preffing and pinching that i cannot (lay away. 
T9 n»b§m JhmlL 1 g9 hut unto thee, for tbou kafl Ike 
mrdt of eternal iife? The whole creation cannot fcp- 
ply my wactts. Thou only art myfufti Iroro whofe beams ' 
t imift receive faving light : Thou art my head^ from 
vbom I mnfl get fpiritual life : Thou art the root^ from 
ibidi I moil receive fap and growtli : Thou art ihcfou7i» 
Wir, from which I mud draw living water : Thou art the 
rtefure^ from which I mufl obtain the richei of grace, 
io that without thee I am nothing, I have nothings I can 

lo sothiog. To thee then 1 qiuft go for all my fqp- 

•Hei, and out of thy fuinef» receivt grace for grace.***^* 
iOrd, thou had enough to fupply' many worlds of needy 
iMb; for the fun is not {q full of {ighty nor the fea fo fiill 
f watet, as thou art full of griic^ and rnei cy to oe^y 
reatQret : And as thou art/2f//, fo i am afliired thou arr 
ree^ artd willing to communicate thy folnefs.-n — ^In fpite ' 
llcii of aU objeAions and diiEcul ties, forward to thee I will 
ifa tiid caft myfelT down at thy fefct iIfIper}flj;TpMfi?. 
^1 Mid ever any perifh at mercy's door ? 
'loffd^ 1. have heard of thy mercy to the very chiefof 
•i and cannot this mtxc^ xt:^^ ^'e. K'^'t. ^ \sx^\ 
/tbt Tilec finner 1 aII:l,x!tlti\x\^^R.^^^^«'^s^^'C^^»^- 
D 1 
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ty to fhew the riches of ihy mercy, the frcenefs oi 
. iind the eiticacy of thy bioou ; and if 1 be a 
. liiare therein, the fweettr and louder wil) the et 
Iclujaha be, that will be fung to the Lamb f^i C 
account. O that he would giority his n^.ercy, 
aad blood, iamy nilicf. , Q. wk ere ilia M ^^jpoor 
I'cr. (inner go, b'lt to him that c.tn U%f. him of hi 
^VJir^rc Jhall I go.Miiv'i a rouhjiude of fins and mi 
to thee wh J haii 4 n^uliitude of .ttoder nercie& i 
fbail I go wish ixuy deep ^d heinous fl^iilc, but tc 
hjft(a.de<>p fououiu tq wsfn it away i B hold 
csUtth tO; another,' the. depth of my mifcry to th 
thy mercy! IVIy wouodis great, but thy btkn 
ler^t ! My fore is broad, biic ihy piaiilef is anfw^ 
Lcrdoe merciful unto mcy heal my fc,ul^ for I hi 
ogainjl thte. 

Lord, is not the gofpel-feaft I ftm invited tc 
charity, to which thou calleil not the lich, but 
n'' aimed, haity a^d blind, \(/ho cannot make any 
thy bounty ?, And. may not fucb a miferable obj( 
take cncciira;;ement from fuch a free cxttnlive i 

Luke xiv. jx. My blef I Redeemer, while ! 

earth, did no: difdain to eat with publicans and £ 
to dine with Simon ft leper : And though he is 1 
cd in the hif^heft heavebs, yet he (liJl retains the 
a. man, and all th^ pity and charity to perifhing 
/'had while here in this Oate of humili^^tioo. \ 
fenfible of my unworthinefs^ loathing mjfclf fc 
ncfs, and trufting to my Saviour's compaflion t( 
rable, 1 deiire to go forward to his holy table : 
would dire A and ftrengtben me to go about fuch 
work ! Let not jhat ordinance, which God hatl 
for a blfjlxogvbc niade a curfe to mc through my 
pampLJng; Lord, rebuke all unleafonable the 
"•ii^rinss that would rear the doty : excite s 
iij .lite every proper grace, and enable me to 
ihat I may not (£/hqnour» but glorify thee; 1 n 
crestfe my guilt, but attg^rocni my g^race •, I maj 
more hd.idnzh^ but fofxuA '^tixo tti>i Vi^i^\x• V^ 
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Strait hstwixt Tv:o. ^t 

ihou iDto my heart by ihe infljences of ihy Spirit, that I 
BMyaTcend unto* thee by the atftings of grace ; ani wiien 
tbe King Hts at his table, let my fplkenard fend forth the - 
fftdl thereof. Lqrd, I look, to thee for firength, con- 
doft, and through-bearing, in every ftraic. I trull not in 
my preparations, but in thy free mercy, for acceptance ; 
I trail not in my faith, but in thy faithfulnefs, who ha(t' 
proinifed to give pojver to the faint ; I trud not in my re- 
pcntaoce, batin thy f»ee p;»rdoning mercy; I trud not in 
my doings, but in Ghrtfl s doifigs.- O take away my 
fiihy garinents; and clothe me with the bcft robe, Thu 
Lord ou* Kighteousness. / *will go in the firsngth'^ 
tfthe Lord God^ / 'will fftaker vnntion cf thy right eouf- 
f^tfs, even of thine only, A'wake^ north nvind, and. 
^mlhou foutby blonx) upon my garden ^ that the fpicds 
^ayflovfcut. If thy prefchce go not luith me, carry 
^e not up hence ^ . 

The Dord made a breach on the Ifraelites, for not fcek- 
ighim after the due ord«;r, i Chron. xv. !^. — Her fmoie 
50)000 of the Bethfhemites for an irreverent look into the* 
ark, which typified Chri(l * and what xzaufe then huve 1 to 
far a ftroke, (hould I rallily touch the fyrabols of his body 
aad Wood-? —Seeing this ordinance is intended fordoing . 
honour to the King of Zioa, O fave me from doing indig- 
Wy to him, by- betraying him whh a kifs, or by throwing 

liispidure, or great feal, into a pnddle.- ^May 1 f^ 

prepare for this feail. that the bltife'd Ma.'ler of it may fee 
I UD watchful of his eye, t^^nder of his honour, and fear- 
fol of his £nger. Loid,' awake my heart, fh'r up my 
graces, and prepare me for a meeting wltii my Sav>jur ; 
*od let not my foul , whofe only ho|»e is to be faved by-^. 
<l»rift's blood, be Jem away from hrs table with the -guiii/. 
fiftauLcf-thc bencSt, of thi- 'blood upon it» 
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42 Rich Supplier in Chrift 

MEDITATION X 

From Philip, iv. 19, 

But my God /hall fupply all ymir needy accor 
his riihes in glory ^ by Chrift Jefus. 

HEAVF;NLY Father, out of thy rich boun 
wad pleafed once to lay ap a great Hock fo 
my progeoicors hands, bui they very foon fquaodei 
away, io that I am become extremely poor and 
Oh! what can I do in this indigent condition,, bi 
back to thee for pity and new fupplies ? — For evci 
be thy name, for the reviving news thou haft publ; 
^hegofpei; that thou now had laid up a new ft 
bankrupt finneis in the hands of a fuiety that can 
and haft erected a throne of grace for fuch as 
come to in time of need, where Chnft Jefus ray fui 
as comm'illoned by thee, with glorious riches to (u 
wants. — Many arc the needs which thou think* 
leave upon me, that I might have the mere errai 
this throne, and that thou mayeft the oftner hcarn 
O pour out upon me a fpirii of grace and fupphcati 
caufe me delight in appvoachiLg to thee, and pou 
my wants bcf(.re thee. 

Behold, Lo.d, a needy creature, an obje^ 
approaching to a lib«Ml Saviour, whofe folnefs is 
O how fuitable is it to my wants which are great 
laumerable ! I am ftarving, and have no bread ^ I 
kcd, and have no cloa^hing ; I am woooded^ and 
cuie ; 1 am 10 debt, and hkve no money; I am | 
and have mi tountain ; I am burdened, and have 
*\ have dtftibytd myfelK and can 6nd no help in ir 
Bui ^et lb-re is help ior nn: ejitwhtrc: I have I 
the mercy ot the. K'ng of Ifrael, and of the rci 
hath provided for ihefe who :t helplcfs, lo%^;«i 
nbJe. Wherefore, 'ihouph I be ifoor, I will do* 
/or iJicu art the Lord of ike VrfhQk^o\\d,.«ft^\^^ 



^dT all our Needs, 4 \ 

^jtreafurcs to the needy: Though I be polluted, I will 
fiot defpond, for thou had the fountain of fai^ation : 
Though I be naked, I will not, with Adam, run from 
tliee and bide myfelf ; nay, I will run to thee to corer me 
viih the wool and fleece of the Lamb of God, even the 
rpotlefs righteoufnefs and innocence of my Saviour: 
Though I be hungry and (larving, 1*11 take encouragement 

f from the glad tidings thou haft proclaimed in the gofpel of 
I rich feaft for the poor and needy. — Lord, I come to 
tbce, as the hungry, to be fed; as the naked, to be 
doathed; as the wounded, to be healed; as the cold 

I flariiog creature, to the fire; as the unclean, to be wafn- 

r ttlio the fountain that is opened, not to the houfe of D4- 
vid only, but e?en to the pooreCl inhabitant in Jerufalcm. 

' Glory to God, that it is fo free and open to the poor and 

Lord, I come not to thy table becaufe I am worthy ; 
htbecaufc thou art rich in. mercy, and doft proinfe, that 
ikt needy fljall not be forgotten, and the e^pe fiat hn cf 
A/wr Jhaii not peri/h : And that *vjben tbe pior and 
tttdyfeek ivaterf and there it none^ and their tongus 
faileth for tbirjl^ thou the Lord nuilt hear them^ ana 
^n rivers in the nuildernefst and fountains in midfi of 
the vallies. O come, do as thou haft laid, pity a poor, 
needy, perilhiog creature, and fill my narrow vefTel out of 

the ocean of thy mercy, where it will not be roiiTed. 

Come to the feaft of thine own appointment," and dtfplay 
(by fiilnefs and liberality. Caft open the doors of thy 
tr^res, and allow me accefs to Chrift's unfeatchabk 
riches. — Thy word. Lord, doth afTure me, that in all 
>ges thoa haft beftowed thefe riches upon the poor and 
tieedy, without money, and without price. And this doth, 
varcaot me to plead with thee to come to thy houfe, where 
OMiy needy beggars ate gathered, and fcatter thy. bousty 

moDg them, and admit me to gatlier widi them. -O let- 

loifiMkA iniferable ob^efl go from thy door without an 
.^on^'vHhoat a crumb of the chiidrens bread, feeing there 
(ii'j)^q|dsoaugh in thy houfe) acid to f^^(e« 0,lct riQcve 
iihaiQed from iVic fo>M&iWk Vwi w:^a ^^^^^v^*^ 
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ter. Thou baft pron)ired to poar water upoa the t 
and floods upon the dry ground. Ob, is-^here anjr 
dry, more poor, more needy than I. ami Lord ma 
as thirfty as I am dry, as humble as 'I am poor, i 
enlibic as I am needy. Alas, that I have fo lfttl< 
fof my wants I Oh, deal not wiih me according to- mi 
of need, which is fmalU but deal with me acoofding 
real need, and thy« royal -bounty, which is exceeding 
O that I were pour and needy in my own eyes, aoi 
feofible of my own wants ; that I am drowned in- d 
the law and juflice of God; owe many thoufaod! 
have not one farthing to pay ; that I am deditute of 
thing that isgood, can do nothing to pleafc God, a 
unworthy cf the lead of his mercies^ Othat I -were 
willing to quit all confidence in my ' own xigbteoi 
duties, frames or attainments ; and well content to ; 
tirely oat of myfc-lf to Chrifji,. forrighteoufnefs' to 
me, and for hia Spirit • and gi^iice. to reoew and^fiUifii 
nature. 

Xx>rd, I'arti poo/; bar I fee Gbd4ias treafnred i 
fcarchable riches, and iniinixe fulnefs in. Jefus Chi 
aofwer all i- y. needs ; — 1 am naked, but 1 fee in C 
robe of righteoufRefs, thae is fufficient to cover me, 
wiiole cl«A world ; — 1 am a flarving creature, 1 
Ghrift there is the bread of life, and tbewateis of 1: 
my foul ; — 1^ am foolilh and ignorant, biu> Chrifl ha 
finite wifdom to teach me and guide me ; — I. am I 
with guilt, but' ChriA's facrifice is fufiRcient to atoi 
it;-*-I haveftrong lults a6d corruptions, but Chrifl 1 
kii^ly power to fubdue them ; — I am under much 
nefs, but Chn(l is tke light of the nt). rid -^ — lam 
fean and difcouragements, but Chrid is the eonfolat 
Ifrael ; — I am wounded and iick, bat Clirlfl-, my 
cian, hadi excellent balm for me ; — 1 am under a k 
of debt, but Chrifl, my furety^, is rich, and fully a 
pay it ; — 1 am In pritbn, and under bonds, but Ch 
pens prifoo'doors, and loefea ihem that are bound ;•> 
hther]eb]by A^Atn't fall, but Chrill is the CTcrlaiiir 
^^J> /> *zi'Jp,w tfe/ath^rleft- fnd 7i:tr:\ ;-t-1 \i?LV 



f 



WfM tuan^tuf ^il^t^ m ncavcn lu piciui 'rny cauic, hijq ku 
pCKiitiny bills, petitions, and fupplicatlons to the Fiither, 
1 put all my rcqtiolb and concerns in his lund, and ct/m- 
ttit ihem to his care and maniigemcnt ; he knows the hiicii 
time to prcfent thtm, and to fend mc an anfwir. In the 
ficramem I fwear alle^ia'.ce to thee as my fovcreign Lord 
and King, over thy bioken body and fhcd blood ; 1 engage 
tobe^ true and faithful foldier in thy army, and to take 
ihc field againft thy enemies. Many pieces of furniture do 
Ineed for this warfare; I need the giidle of iincerity, the 
Ud of faith, the helmet of nopc» the fword of the Spiiit, 
^t bread- plate of righteoufne^s, and to have my feet fhcd 
^ith the preparation of the gofpel of peace. But glory to 
ibynamc, my Redeemer and Captain of falvation hath pro- 
vided a noble armory and llorehoufe to anfwer all thefe my 
neceffities and wants. Lord, fupply all my needs out of 
thy infinite fuincfs, and furnifh me with every thing requi* 
be and neceflary for the work and warfare thou calleil 
me unto. Oh, my enemies are lively, and they are OroBgt 
Bat Hook to my glorious Captain, to gird we with itrengtk 
ior the battl;;, and to teach my hands to war. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦ ? ♦t**ti'4'^t4'4'4'^*44*t4 *****^**444 
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a depth and heighth that paiTeth kaowledge. If the ap 
Paul, that had the brighteft difcovenei of thii love, o\ 
this, much more may I. I may fooner find oat the h< 
of heaven, the breadth of the earth, or the depth of 
Tea, than meafare Chrid's love. It is an uofathoni 
oeeao that hathipeither bank nor bottom. Ojvfaithei 
his love carry him ! From the heighth of glory to the d 
of mtfery. How low and deep was oar fall, that not 
could recover and raife us up, but the low abafemer 
the Son of God, the King of glory J How low was the 
lie made to help us up ; even to put on onr nature, 

. faflfer himfelf to be pierced for our traofgrefEoos, and I 
fed for our iniquities ! BleiTed Lord, thou tookeft no 
th^ the miture of angels, bot the feed of Abraham; t 
are faft bound qp from thee with chains of darknefs, w 
thon draweft us to thee with cords of love! Hw di 
guifhing was thy love to man, that brought thee £rom \ 
veo to eanh, from the throne to the manger, from 
mtnger to the wildemefs, from the wildernefs to the 
deo, from the garden to the judgment-hall, from 
judgment-hall to the crofs, from the crofs to the gn 
yea, from the glory of heaven to the very torments of I 
and all for creatures that were black and ugly as hell ! 1 
wondeiful is the fight thou callefl me to fee at the Lo 
table I Even to fee him fufiering for fin that never c 
mitred fin I To fee him made Jin for us^ nuho knem 
Jin^ that lue, who knew no righteoufnefs, might be » 
/he righteoufnefs of God in him! An amazing fight ind 
Lord^ nvhat if man J hat thou art mindful of him ^ 
what is lie that thou (houldft magnify and fet thy hear 
hin^ ! And what am I, the worfi of men, and vilei 
finners, that thou' flipuldfl ftoep fo low to exalt me 1 1 
thou fhouldj endure the poverty of this world, th 
might enjoy the riches of heaven ! be content to live in 
form of a fervant, that I might have the adoption of (1 
be willing to bow thyfelf unto deaih, to raife me to etc 
life ! content to be numbered among- tranfgreflbrs, xi 
might have a room among the bleffed ! to be ctpwned 

thorn f, that J iDightlK QTowntd with jjiot^ \ \o >Bfe 
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i fadore iDCDi that I might be juflified before God ! 
k the cop of wrath, that 1 might driok the pure li- 
Jifie i to cry oot in forrow upon the crofs, that I 
triumph with joy upon the throne ! to (land befoie 
nth of hell- furnace, to keep itt flames from break- 
QQ me ! O Lord Jefus, thy love hath oterflojvn 
k»9 and thy compaffion knew no bounds 1 Can I 
m it» and my heart not born ? Can I fpeak o( it» 
t ht otercoroes fo as to feek, with Jofeph, a fecret 

weep in ? 

ire that pafTeth knowledge I How fhail I think of it 
t (land amazed I That the general fhould die for the 
, the phyilcian for the patient i That the righteous 
of heaven fhould come to the bar, put himftlf in the 
fior's doaths, and be condemoed for him ! That 
efled Son of God (hould inter pofe his innocent bread 
jft the mortal ftroke for us ! That God ail-fufficient 
be ezpofed to hunger and thirft, to grief and weari- 
nd the vileft reproaches and indignities for worms 
! Behold the Creator of the world wounded, man- 
ind killed by ungrateful creatares whom he came to 
Behold his bowels yearning toward them who raked 

1 with their bloody hands ! Behold his heart burn* 
th affedioQ toward them that cruelly pierced it \ 
a believing view of this love of Chrift is (ufEcient to 
' a heart more cold and frozen than ice itfelf ! O love 
unable ! who can meafure its dimenfions 1 It hath a 
without a top, a depth withfot a bottom, a breadth 
t a fide, a length without lod ! Aftonifliing love ! 
ly exalted Lord (hould (loop fo low as become a 
oay, a poor man, a man of forrows, a defeited 
\ dying man, and alfo a dead man, for fuch a wretch 
' Nay, more, that be fhould (loop to be made a 



48 The Love ofChriJl pajfcth Knonvlei 

threateoed to fwallow me up with the reft ^ 
world ; till once my Redeemer Ifept in, and i-^ , 
be the facrifice for calmiog the Tea ! Take me. 
(Jike Jonah), and tlirow me into thcL^fea, an^ 
all fafe. In this red Tea oar blefTed Jonah w^^ 
fwim for thirty- three years, without feeking d 
till once the Tea was perfedly calm, and every 
out of danger. Marvellous loving-kiodnefs ! 
could, with a fnitiible frame of heart, both rem< 
admire redeeming love, and redeeming blood, ^ 
to fit down at my Redeemer's table. O that I i 
get faith's fight of the various inftances of his 1 
pafjeth knonviedge. Let me there view Ghrirt in \ 
and in the manger; in bis weary fleps, and bungr 
in his proflrations in the garden, and clotted 
bloody fweat. Let me view his head with a 
thorns, and his face befmeared with the foldiers 
me view him in hii march to Calvary, aiid his 
upon a painful crofs, with his hesd bowed down 
fide U reaming b!ood ! O unparalleled love ! It 
wonderful love to have fent one of- the lofty fen 
fufFer for us ; but to give him whom all the ferap 
and adore, is love that paJJ'eth knoivledge \ Le 
the fcripture-defignations and titles of him that 
and gave h'unfelf for us, that he might wafh 
blood. 

He is our Immanuel, the Wonderful^ the Courij 

Mighty (jody the Everlafilng Father ^ the I 

peace y the King of kings ^ a fid Lord of Urdi^ t, 

of the kiftgt of the earthy the Lord of glory ^ tl 

SharoHy the Plant ofRenotuny the Hrightnefs i 

therms Glory] the e^frefs image of his Per/on^ i 

and Morning Star^ the Sun of Right eov fiefs y 

of the nvorldy the Head of the churchy the Begif 

firfi'horn frcm the deady the appointed He 

things. This is he that hved uiy and gave h 

die tor the redemption of actew ©{rebels, grac 

4iicf^o/pe/-/]ighting fmntTs^ OV\» ^V\ux .-Am \ 

^qtiMfk /pare, yea, rarfcm a.tid fe'A i»t \i\ ^* 
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tff ago mighteft thou htve fhaken off tl?e hand of 
ieace fiidi a viper as I am iDto fire unqueocbable ; 
: nade nc to know, to fad experience, what it is 

free grace^by the I06 of eternal glory. ^But, 

' Chat». thov biA pitied me, loved me, become 
U to sppeafe^ joiKce for my heinous (ins by thy 
lien DO other facrifice would do. JLord, 1 welcome 
feaQ ; Ilay my hand on the head of the faciifice^. 
ipon it ; 7 believe^ Lord^ help my unbeiiff, O 
ly heneefiorth live under the continual fenfe of my 
)KgatioB8 to my glorious Surety, that would make 
\n> offering for tny Jin. O what return fliall I give 
dl'his fouUtravd and agonies for me ? O that I 
nd my whole life, and each day of it, in magni* 
love, and liviag to bis pratfe. Now, hleffed ba 
mt ntmte for ever and ever ; let tie luSole earth 
nuitb Jiis glory. Amen^ and Amen. 

E D I T A T I O N XIV. 

From Luke sxii. 44. 

\g in an agony ""bis fweai was at if were 
great drops of bk:-d,»^" 

f -kmU this text affords thee great fobjcft of 
oughts, when thou gocft to remember thy dear 
t his table. Here I fee him in a bloody agony - 
, let me obferve the place where bis agony b^oan,= 
n of Gethfemane, which by in tKe^^cy of Je-i 
:oo the cart fide of Jerufalem,'atthe foat oP the 
Olives. Now, it was in the valley of- jehsfta-. 
I'God did plead with the ninions in -thrift their 
O0I iii, 2. The word Cffh/cf^iane-fi^mfifi i uiitl 
or oKves, as being probably the place wlxjrc they 
>c oJires that grew on the mouul. ^tvd vVvwt: 
iieoU out of them. In tbis pA^ce, Kt ^\t^^t(^>^w\^ 
itaife Cbrm our true oUvc, \\i3L\. fo ovxx. <j.I Vx'i. 
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falneft the frefk oil of his merit and grace 
buDdantly to needy fouls. Never was there 
prefled there before, Hnce the fiift planting c 
Never was there fuch precions oil feen as Jef 
that I may partake of the roctt and fatnefs ol 
live which was prefled here, and of that o 
make my grace to grow, and my face to ihii 
As it was in a garden that man's (in and 1 
gan, lb it was in a garden that our bleifed Sc 
laft expiatory (iifFerings for fin, which caft hi 
fol agony. As the garden of £den produced 
fo the garden of Gethfemane provided a ren 
when 1 walk and retire myfelf in a garden 
grace to think fcrioufly, and with fuitable afl 
the fios of men, and the fufieringx of my bavi 
and, at the fame time, to fend up my ejacuh 
for an intereft in his agony and atonement, 
comfonable intimation theteof to my foul 
dear Redeemer -was in his agony of foul, I ! 
fering up prayers and fuppiicat ions to God. 
crying and tears, Heb, t. 7. Ar.d have 1 i 
tears to offer up to God at the remembrance 
efpedally whcnjl confider how much my fii 

to throw him into it. O how ftrong ar 

my Surety's cries at this time, when <i;od br 
and poured down a flood of his wrath up 
cried till he was (periC with crying ; he grc 
it,, and his throat fo dried, that he could 
Pfal. Ixix. 3, Now was Hs foul in trav( 
caufe had be for his ilrong crying aod tears ! 
under all tht pains of his body, and under 
irom men ; all that time he is duvih, as xijh 
Jhearers: But, behold, when fierce wrath 
lighted on his foul, he cries vehemently ; a 
mod earnefUy and importunatdy for fupport 
brariDg under this terrible dorm. O (hat, 
rrbur's example, I may leatvi, viVitxi vxxkdti 
ttnd iow^rd diftrcGi, to make iwj ^t^^ti 
rtrbcA and fervent, apd 10 pe\&NtTTi ^'i 




Ctrifi*s jfgony, and bloody Sweat. $1 

bkb I hare great encouragement to do from this» that 
y Saf ioar's fenr eat prayers anS tears have made way for 
be. 

, 1 obiieFve alfo in this pafTage, that the agony of Chri(l*s 
Hl;iacreafed fo much, that it produced a fweat of blood 
wrhis body ; yea^ great drops or dots of blood, which, 
jhb violent agony, bur ft through his very doaths, and 
RBitied the ground where he lay. O what trouble and 
ipnfli, pangs and forrows, defertions and ftrugglings, 
Qift hn XQxA have endured at this time, ander the burden- 
f God's Wfath for his peoples (ins, which put his facred. 
lody and blood into fuch a dreadful commotion and fer- 
leot ! Q. .what a prodigious and preternatural fweat was- 
ha ! Never was the like heard of (ince the world began ! 
tording to the cburfe of nature^ Chrift lying in the 0- 
misa, in • cold night, upon the cold ground, with the 
imtadTs of bis confteraation^ (hould have drawn all his 
bod inward from the external partt of his body : But 
3ufifl's fweating and bleeding was altogether pretematu^ 
^ He fwate withourexternal beat, he bled without ex- 
Btnal wound. The (ire of divine wrath, now kindled in 
b fool» waa h very hot and raging, that it made tbe- 
iood about his heart to botl, and burft through both flellv. 
idgarinents. — He had received, at this time, no wound 
or e^tteroal violence from any hand ; no Judas, no fol* 
icr, no tormentor, had- yet attacked him : no fpear, no 
iil« jM> tbqrn or f<;ourge bad yet touched his facred body, 
id yet he bleeds moft plentifully J Oh, but the fword 
[joftice had reached him, and made a deep wound and 
ide ga/h in his foul ; at which breach a fea of wrath 
rake in with fuch violence, that it overwhelmed him ;. 
nd^ ium fall, firft on his knees, and then fiat on the 
mndi where he lay agonizing and crying, till all the 
Sffifaand ImHows of divine vengeance went over him. 
tejirhat a dreadful preHiire was my Saviour's fool under 
|ui»: time ! What fqoeezing anguiih had be about hia 
wi» diat made his body to ftruggle, aiid fweat in fuch 
MBMT, . 1*0 that evet^ 1^01^ o( WVA^XsKc^^^^^'^^^^^i^- 
- ~mi\ Q bow a^tvkWN ftvo\x\^ W. rj&i;S*.\^x^'^N- 
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tragical fight ! How thankfully (Irndd I Temei 
Redeemer's loTe» when he calls me to do it at 
table! 

In my SaFionr's agony I may fee, as in a glafs, 
ligoanc evil and curfed nature of fin, that no lefs 
tone for it, than the foul- travel and- agony ol the 
of God 1 Can 1 ever make light of (In, when I 
^reat drops of blood ftaodiog above his garments, 
}ay groveling on ihe earth in the aognifh of .1 
Shall I not henceforth abhor fin, and (land in aw 
fending a juft and holy God, feeing it is'^h 
thing to fall into his hands : Ifjuch things wen 
the green tree^ twhatJii?aU h done in the dry7 W« 
of wrath To terrible to the innocent human nature o 
when prefented to him» that he fhrioked and cr 
O what will it be to goihy fianers.^ Here I may 
codiy the redemption of fouls is ; 'ere this <toiild 
jpafTed, God mull be made nun; Eternity mod (iift 
the Lord of angels mud weep in a cradle, the Gr 
the world muft hang like a Have ! fie mufl lie in a 
at Bethlehem, cry in an agony at Gethfemane, c 
crofs at Calvary ! Unfpotted righteoafnefs muft 
fin, 4nd unblemUhed bleiTednefs muft he niade a c 
did Chrid value fouls at fo high a rate, and fhall 

' fo fbolifli at throw them away for a thing of nougl 
Here I may fee the great difficulty of making pe; 
God, when once his law is broken ; ik> lefs coii 
than the blood and foul-agony of the Son of Go< 
an infinite raofom aiull be paid ere God womld be 
led to'man. O how much am I beholden toCh 
>mdertook the reconciliation, that prevented my 
taking the cup out ol my hand ! O the cup he d 
me was mingled with wrath and cutfes, l cup full 
geance preflfed down, heaped up, fhaken toged 
running Over ; a cup, which rf men or angels had -b^ 
they had reeled, flaggered, and fallen headlong in 
Yet, faid Chrifl, -ere any of my elefl ones drink ii 

Uo h for them ; reach it hither to me, VAufefi.* u 
OA how ready vnA Chrift to engage fat m^^\ 
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Aig wuhe to perforin ! how ready, full, and Free uas 
ikfbimtaMi of fait blood to wafh the defiled ! Behold how 
Uof it iflbed forth before a wound was opened ; all his 
lott tudporei poared it forth, without waiticg for the tor- 
WMon. Uord, make ok as willing and retdy to apply 
k Did Gfarift wreftle in an agony to obtain the redemp- 
fa ot loft firitaers ; and (hall not I wredle as in an agony 
H |et an intereft in tliis redemption, and the evidences 
{Itaof cleared up to my ibul ! O for faith and fervency 
■,fiiyer, that I.nuy wr^Ale without ceaftng for the af- 
ivilice o^hts-lbTt, that I n»y go with joy to his table. 

MED IT A t I O N XV. 

From I/a. liii. 7. 

Jfiofmed not his mouth ; he ii brought as a lamb to 
the /laughter. 

\X becomes me to read and confider thefe words with 
S'lKat attecitipn, feeing they were the occafion of the 
vmipean eunuch's coovefCon; for it was while he read- 
M tfaod^t on thefe words» that God fent Philip to join 
fa, AQi viil. 29. O that God would, in likti mannef, 
Mhit hol^f Spirit to join me while I am meditating On 
ftem. 

1. 1 obferve, that Chrifl is the great facri^fice potided 
'yOodtb make* atonement for our fins rH6 is the great 
■Wtype and fubftance of all the lambs and bea/ls thai were 
fctd-op in facfifice under the law, and therefore hr. is 
^in'thc New TeHamcnt called /^<f Lamb, tit Lruh 
^ftft. and the Lajnb fliun. The Spirit of God f^v ms 
Wfafea peculiar delight in dwelling upon this type of the 
*•*! -biore than In any other of the Old Tefti.ment typvs ; 
""'flieald not I delirht in it too, and oftfin with rletiure 
isi^ntion of the Lamb, the ivorthy Lanibf tJ.i will 
Ji^^ of the praif^s of faints and ait^i^sAft xViovi^iv ^^ 

E 3 1* V:X\C> 
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2. Chrltt is reprefented by a hxalS fk^/tSnjiat tbe/i 
ccuoe of bu peifoo, the mcekQefs of his nature^^ the > 
ftiloefs of his beoefitt . acd his patience uader foiferi 
How patient is the lamb onder injuries ! It it fileot ' 
before the (hearer and butcher ; it parts with its flee 
fliearing tiitie^ and with its life in (laughter- time, wh 

' any noife or refiftance. Dogs and fwine ho\bl and 
Mfhea violence is offeied to them, but the kmb is 
(ilent : So Ghrift the Lamb of God opened not his m 
under the greateft reviUngs, mockings, buffetings, f|»r 
piercings, and the mofl cruel death, which he fuflcred 
men, i Pet. ii. 23. and hedce it faid in the text, wl^ 
was led to the flaughtcr, be opened not his moutb : ^ 
pened not his mouth onlefs'it was to blefs, teach, or^ 
for thcfe who injured him ; yea, he not only did pray, 
alfo pled an excufe for them. Fat her y forgive them^ 
they knonv not nvhat they do. And after his refbrredi 
how ready was this meek Lamb to forgive all that wron, 
him ! "N^'hen giving orders to pi.each remiilion of fins 1 
loft world, he bids begin ai Jerufalem^ Luke xxiv. 
where ibey mocked and pierced him, becaufe there they 1 
greateft need of his blood to wafh, them from goilu h 
meekly did out bleilbd Lamb carry to Peter, whenhedeo 
him in. his own hearing ! He did not turn and frown on Pei 
as he well defervedv though be might have frowned him i 
hell : It is faid only, He turned and Looked ^.n Peter ^Ij 
xxii. 6r. not with an angry took, but with an affedlioc 
melting look, which recovered him to a penitent fran 
neither did he afterwards upbraid him with his carriage, 
meek Lamb of God ! Can I remember thee at thy ul 
without, being £lled with remorfe and grief &>r my, im 
tience unfler injuries, and the proneneA^ ofpiy hean to 
lent them? Shall 1. not- be afhamed of my unchrif 
temper,, when I fee my meek and loving Jefus, wiUin| 
be the fport and derifion of men and devils, that he mi 
be the author of fiiWation. to perifhjng fouls I Oh, hon 
i^ooKking is it' lb fee the Creator affronted, by the creati 
ihe P6ttct by his day.* the Kah^ oi ^ot^ \ji^^aiTo& ^ 

«rffi, and yet hold his peace\ \^o«»\^\icitV&^Vi' 
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u£Bem]j it IrtVfee a coropaoy of fierce liont following a 

Btek Lamb! O that 1 could leara mott of bim that is 

•eckand lowly in heart. 

}. Here I fi^e the greateft inftance of difine love that t- 
ur the world faw. Behold an offended God willing to 
fpare wretched criminals, and take fatisfadion from a fure- 
tjf io their room ; and he himfelf finds oot the lamb to be 
^iaaifice, even his eternal Son, who willingly undertook 
10 afliime a body for that end. How aflonifhing are the 

, Umb's words, Heb. x. j. Sacrifice anct offering thou 
mnddft noty but a body haft thou prepared me! .As 

. if he had faid* *' Father, fince all the legal facrifices are 
" ufufficicnt to fatisfy thy juflice, atone for fio, and ran* 
*' fiMn precious fouls ; even take the body thou haft pre? 
" pared for me, let that be the facriiice to juftice ; it is 
** moit valuable than any other, being the tabernacle of 
^ my divine perfon ; it will bring glory to thy offended 
" joQice, and fatisfy it to the full. I yield my felf willing 
" to be the prifoner of judice, and go quietly as a lamb to 
" the flaughter ; not dragged to it as an ox or buUockg 

" bat meekly and pleafantly like a lamb." When, ac^^ 

cording to this agreement, judice required the lamb to be 
wifioed ; O how filent and patient was he under all the 
tccafatioDS led againd him, though he was whc^ inno- 
ocDt ; he would fay nothing in his own defeoce;S;l|^ which 
Klate (not knowing the caufe of his fiieoce}>bar veiled 
gieatly, having never feen the like before. But ottr Lamb 
ttofiSered, that he Hood not only at Pilate*8 bar,, but alfo 
>t tbe bar of God's joflice as our farety, bearing our guilt ; 
tod though man had nothing to lay to hb charge,, yet he 
bevwhat divine juftice had to charge upon bim, and 
Aeitfcre he is filent, and anfwers nothing* thaVlt might 
M hinder Qiir redemption, nor Aop the paymeqk of our 
Mt . 'When ]uftice charged him with, ouc Hos, onr unr 

'\ii£f^ pride^ c^vetoufnefs^ &c. he might b^ve faid, " O 
Father, thefe tranfgrelfions are not mine, 1 never offend- 
ed thee ;" bat he will do nothing to TcGoze himfelf^ 
^tfdmt when the feari^sX <3Kax ^t ^S ^^^V^«.SBft^^^ y^w 
world waA exhVbiud aiiwi&Vi«xv«A^^^^^^^^ 
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juftice dirawri, ready to ftrike^ be cfcned Aot hii « 
but takee Willi the charge as tf be bad been ^fity i 
Glory to the Hlent Lamb for ever, thkt WMild not 1 
oaf't^ldire ^hMB ^nifliment, but meekly ib4k tbe i 
for tit. 

4. Beh6ld this meek LAftib, before be wai \fnm\ 
the daughter, led up and down from place to plftCe $ 
the garden to 'the high prieft, froAi the hi^k prkft \ 
late, f^iti Pilate to HeiV)d, frorfi Herod barck to. \ 
from Pilate to Calvary. Bebokl hhn mocked, atoftc 
difgraced by them» buffeted, and fpit 0^, chi 
fe<KiTged, and pierced, and yet heirer refi(h aor Ic6M| 
He willingly gave his back to the fniiteYty khd bit i 
t» th^Pi that pluckt off the hMtr^ and hid not his ftce 
fpitting. Now, the meek lofmb is cohtent to be^ tbi 
caught in the thickers, to be flaaghtered and jfaerlft 
.inir room, who were lying bound tike Ifaac; to ha?e 
the faCtifice. Oh, it was our fins that plaited the th 
t^-alfo were the reed,that drofe thela into his ten 

V yibt he opetied not his mouth. 

jL» 5. No^*this daugbtered Lamb is fet before my ej 
^jTthe facrament, and God's call to me is, BehoU the" I 

f efGod^ John i. 39. Now let me b«held hin^' wi 

f earaed a^ fteady look, with faith s^nfd expedation, 
I may |ret|^ling to all my uifeafes* Asr. no ftuog.. 1 
lite got'lgatog from the br<izen ferpent, imlefs they 1( 
to it, i^fione can get benefit from Chrift aRlefa the 
hold. him. May I neVer look away from this L^n 
my tears* convi^ons, prayers, reformations, (n iOfj 
die ; feeing thjc befl of duties will make bad fatibutd 
t%fc6i falvationr from other things^ I am omdone^ for 
ill no ou.er name gireh under heafreh whereby, tmeft a 
iaved i Bdt if 1 look to the L^mb of Ood,. my fhlMli 
fecured by his jtromife). Ifa. xlr. 27. ' 

6. iThere was no hdufe in Egypt hte from the deftrl 

^9gel, but (h^fe Who had their doors ffxivkkd wk 

bioed of the pikfch,aL^ti6db\fo\bete vs no fobl^afe fltii 

A^ord of' rtnrenfting Wftlftfei %>sv xV\eJt ^\i^ \*j MS 



Th£ Lamb rf Cod Jlavghteredfor us. if 

lADib. Let me thereforr tadce die bnadi of hjffiip, faith ^ 
oad dip it* in the bafoo of the sew covensnt, and fprnskie 
tUi Uood on my giiky foul, aid ibl (hall be fafe, 

;7. How Uef^is their cbara^er who follow the Lamb, 
Rev. xiv. 4. May I follow him as my phyiician, to aue 
M} my^n^teoafoefs^ tajiifiify.m^^.'iBy li£s» xo i^ickcn 
Me \ my husbaad, to {bpply my waits ; jny guide, to coo* 
Mb me ; my pattern^ xx^ direct me in my ftepi. Let me 
lam from hii«xample> :to be ^atieat without mnrmuriog» 
viMCnl am linder affliakoB.i Let meieacn meeknefi toward 
■en, wfaeo : 1 4me4t^with ref roachfis dr iDJuries from them. . 
^-^Let roe learn a leadiaefs to obey God's call to er^ 
daiy, . .0 0id Gbrift go ^viliiDgly to the daughter for as ; 
ladAiail I be backward 10 pray,' asnmunic«te» part with 
io, or do any thing he requires. of me ? i^ec. me, m ail 
Mes and ordinanaei, iedc after the JUamb'fi pnefaice^ 
faiqgmy eterDd'fasppiBe& Kes io beiagfever witbtheLamb^ 
ud.tobefedB»dlSedby inm» fter. vii. i6« 

MED IT AT 10 N XVI. 

From Epb^ *• 7- . 
hi '(ahom ist have redtmption through hii 6bdd, 

I^CrW idKmal w'Wratfe by'ftatarc ! We rirtr flali«C8 «l 
ri fin and Satan, and prifeners to the jaflice of God^ 
long fentenced to die, doomed i wrath,, and referred to 
l^lic judgment and-execution. in this miferable condi- 
^ were all mankind, until Chrift camie to ronfom vat 
bid p 'how difEcuIt and coflly was our redemptibn to 
Oh^n ! ^ le& conid be the price of it than his precions 
IWl. The glorioos Son of God, who treated heaven and 
"Vr'^maft'bicome a creature, '-be born of* woman, and 
ro^tins blood on an ignominious cro(s, before we could 
tkd from fin and wrath. O how Talnable mnft 
f tff ihis ifiHtriie wtioti V»e \ 'WVa^^R ^^w.^^w^ ^ 
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mire^. add wfaoTe Iitci: fwarined wifh the m< 
lufitf. Aieh'«»the Gorinihianst i Cor. vi. 
tbodfimd oF ci»eCtivha had embmxed their fa» 
of it, Adll ii. 36.. N^yy it is lUt. to to 
fifit of ft world. John iC 29, ifid mach in 
aay oae foai| tho' like a nfiooptam-for wctgl 
fomomber. • i 

4. I fee this redeeming blood tabe afinta 
all my maladies ; O thgix. I could bok tail 1 
it to my^ibres, aod plead it with Godi: ** 
** tmrightious creatore« but here isjuftifyi 
" heart is unholy, bat bete is faD^fyng bi< 
** wounded, but here healing blood ; my l\ 
*' but here mortifying blood ; my heart is 
*' foftning blood ; my affe^ons are dead, I 
** oing^ blood ; my love is cold, but here is 
«* blood.— .When I am at the holy table, 
^' blefTed remedy; O let me not miis a 
*' balm of Gilead is among my hands ; let r 
*< ray guilt befide the open fountain. Oh, 1 
*^ healed thoofandsi and fhdl I temain und< 
<« — Lord let that innocent blood, whic^ 
** hasds, heart, and (ide^ drop on my g' 
'■ cleanfe me firom all fin. O my glorious b 
•• ifth9U witf thou canfl make me clean, 
<* as'tboo didft to the leper, I iviiiy be that 
*»']|y thy blood is more able to fave me, th 
•• to deftroy me." 
- -5. How juftis It that I (liould comn>emc 
ding of this blood in the way that Chrift ap 
hehp: me to go to thy table, and realize tl 
ibis faJood to myfelf, as much as if 1 hat 
' ordiif, '.indr Aen it with my eyes jficxwing fro 
. bet my £mb be the evidence of things not 1 
Ralize the (bedding, of Chrifl's bl6od as' e» 
ai ifJhhad ad^oally feen it. Ah I cannot fa} 
wir^ycB^T^ (oAtj^ and my htan (oVv^«! 
,:Ar^ aiicoscerned heart, tV\ai dox\x tv5\.\^>:i 
i^«te at |fae fiieramental "new o« \\i\t \As»^ 
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fee thefe bands, that fway the fceptre of the Iieivcns, 
to' the tree of reproach, and not mourn ? How can 1 
dTe feety that trample on the powers of hell, nailed 
tee, and not weep ? Did the earth tiemble, rocks 
fan hide, and heatens darken, and will not my roc- 
t^ rend for fin that caufed all ? — Since thou, Lord, 
:to me, in dreams of blood, let me go foith and meet 
vith ftreams of tears. Oh ! (hall 1 ba more fparin^ 
tears for Chrifl, than he was of his blood for me ? 
feq thit precious blood ran down in Areams, and my 
dt pour out fome drops ? Gad I refufe drops of wa- 
Arearos of blood ? Can [ fee the blood of the King 
igsfpilt like wateir on the ground, and the earth 
ig ' it ^p, and my heart not rend for fliedding it ? 
It ffiy bead were nvaters, and mine eyes a fountain 
7, that I might nueep day and night for tlie lliin 
of God! 

How dreadful muH the ciime be to tread tliis blood 
foot by unbelief, or anworthyg:.Qmmunicating ! Had 
peace that Jle*m his majler ? and can I have peace 
guilty of the blood of him that is my mafler and re* 
- both ? How fiid will my cafe be, if that blood, 
alone can procure my pardon, (hall cry for my eter- 
ini(hmeot \ Deliver me from blood-guiltinefi, 
-Q that I could value and efteem, plead and tfpply 
edous blood mote \ Lord, accept of it a's a full fa- 
3n for all my (ins, and an all-fufficieot price for my 
redemption. Is not one drop of thy Sod*s blood of 
'alue than a fea of mine ? iMy fins, alas, have (hut 
. of faradife, but O let this blood open Para'dife (o 
in ; and let me, thro' this rcd-fea, enter into the 
i]y Canaan ; I know I can have no other pafTage to 
ordi impute not the guilt, but the merit of this blood 
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6z Cbrijl's coining fo his Churchy 

MEDITATION X^ 

From P/alm Ixxii, 6. 

Hejball conie do^wji like rain upon the mown gt 
Jhowers that water the earth, 

THISisfpokea and promifed of Cbrid, and f 
teach us, that Chrifl coming to bis church ra 
pie, by the gracious influences of hi» holy fpirit, 
ufeful and refrefhing to their fouls, like (bowers ol 
the dry ground, or a meadow newly cut to make i 

again. Chriniefs fouls are tike the dry ground, 

the rooidure of faving grace, their hearts are har 
ther rods, mercies, nor fcrniona, make imprefHo 
them ; Why ? they are without Chrift, the four 
grace, and fpiritual ioflaences. — Before the fall, 
foul, was likca wcll-.jy.itered garden, beautiful, grc 
fragrant ; but by his apodacy from God, m Ad 
firlt head, the fprings of grace and holinefs are qui 
up in his foul ; and there is no curing of this droug 
by the fouPs union with a new head, to wit, Chrijl 
cond Adarn^ who has the fpirit given him without 
for the ufe of all his members. Now, when we ar 
■by faith tb Chriil. our head of influences, the d\ 
is turned into fwater -fprings ; Ghriil comes dow 
Tain byiiis fpirit of regeneration, and brings the fp 
grace into the foul. He is the £r{l and immediate i 
cle of the holy fpirit, and all regenerating and far 
influences, . a^d out of his fulnefs we muil by faith 
tbem. And when at any time the fprings of grace 
terrup;ed in the foul by iia or unbelief, fo as the 
tuma dry, the plants wither, and the things which 
are ready to die ; the foul hath need to look up 
Chtifl to come down with new fhowers upon the 
grouadg aod^decayed plants. 
■ Xir As the rain is the free g\£i o^ Godxo\>\^ ^vj 
/t cornea free aad cheap to foot ?iii^ t\cV\> fev^\ \ 




compared to Rain. 



nd coA» then nothiag : fo Cbrid with his blcfTings is 
iod!s free gift to a dry perifhiDg woilJ, for wliich we 
!H»id continuaUy be thankful. 3. As nothing can (lop 
befalling of th«>rain : fo nothing can hinder ChriO's gra- 
ious-iafluences,. wben he dciigos to awatjier convince, or 
)fim a hard heart. AVhen ihefe flioWcrs do fall or. fic* 
ttt, the nioft oUHnate wiJl mult jield, and cry, Lord,, 
aitf/ ou/V/ ihou have vie to dj? 3. As the rain is mofl 
ectfTiry and fuitabJe to the dry gruuad, and to the vari* 
Qspiaots it jtroduocth, aci a) (u to the differ ent parts of 
Mxf plant or tree ; fuch as the root, trunk, branchfS^ 
aifCfk Hoovers » and frait : fo Chril^ k abfohuely nece/Tiry, 
lA bis influences mod Aiicable to all bis peoples fouls, and 
»efery faculty of them, the unJerftanding, will, me- 
>iryi ap^ afifedions ; and to all their different ' graces, 
Wbi \a^tt repentance, iic^ to root and eflablifli them» 
b^Ogthco and confirm them, quicken and increafe them, . 
hfttOi and prcferve tfiem . 4 . As the rain comes down in divei 3 
^yi and nrunneis to the earth, fometimes-with cold winds 
i4d tempefls^ thandcrs aird li^jitnings ; and at other times 
nib calmneft a«id warmth ; fo Chrid comes to fi^.ners, 
pnatimcfl with'' (harp convictions and legal terrors, atki 
Wnetimes with alluring invitations and promifes. 5. O 
nv-pleafaot are the efieds-ofTain to lan^ulfhing plants, to 
Bike theoD grecn.andfi.eautifAii,. lively and (frong, fragrant 
fldlruitftii ? Sathe fififtasof Chiift's influences are moft 
'TObletndroepiagfoeljt, for enlightcmcg and enlivening 
oOBf fbrjconfirming and llrengthening them, for comforting 
wdtnlarging tiiem, for appetising and latisrying them, 
transfofming ar.d beautifying ihcm. A fhower from Chrift 
"©•Id fiL>on nwke the church, tbo' withered, turn green 
^beamiful,.and to fend fojch a find! as of a field that the 
-•ttl hath ble{n.d ; and likevtife fo :iie dr-ops of this fhower, 
aljug. down upoii the hn^ui{hit)g graces of com«ionicah% ^ 
Wnki foon make them vigorous- and lively in fheuiing 
Mh their- Saviour s d^atbat his table. 
^»e I may fee the teaion why many foult continue as * 
Vf 'ground in their patched tuv\i\i\c.^tA\vvii^vV«!^^^*"^^ 
jRpriiton aie ilouri(h\n'> .iid W\3:\\k\\ Oa^^^vns^'^^'^'^'*^^ 



Chrift's coming to his Church, 

come down upon the one, and not upon the other; one 
piece is rained upbn, and another piece is dry and wither- 
ed, according to that word in Amos if. 7.— — Oh, what 
cauft is there to bewail the evident fyniptoms of this con- 
tinuing natural drou|>ht in multitudes of.foiJs! Why? 
tlv.ir hearts are hard, iajpeneirable, and nnafiedled with 
the njiferable ftate ti;cy are in by paure, and with the wo- 
fiil plagues of their hearts. They have m> ficnfe or fce)in£ 
of the evi] of fin, rotwithdanding of ail the reproofs aod 
threateningsof the word, or the rodesaod flic^es it brtqgi 
upon them ; . 6r of the fufferings of Chrift for (in* : A^ 
though God aiTures them that the end of dty. grcbcdil 
curjing and hurr.ing^ they are impenitent arduDCtfticcraed 
under all. — O if parched fouls ip their natural e^tc v'ere 
made fenfible of their mifery, and brought to bewail ilKir 
cafe, and fay, ** Oh, 1 am as the heath in the defers tbic 
" fees no rain ; I am a dry tree, if 1 continue in tbislbin^ 
*' ril be cut down as cuniberrng the ground, ^od nillde 
•• fuel to bell-fire. I fee the axof juflicc laid to my rc^yty 
•( every hour I am in danger of the blow, O if Chiift 
** wouTJ intcrpofe to fpare me, and come down upon ttk 
'* as the lain^ and bring the moiflure of grace into nf 
*• foul." 

How lamentable alfo is the cafe of thofe who once fccin^ 
ed to be watered* by this heavenly rain, and now are 
parched by a long confuming drougl>t and withering wtodl- 
They have \oi\ their former greennefs- and moiflure* J'llieif 
fpiiitualiiy and livtlincfs, and their duties. ire quite iwi»-- 
died away into a lifelefs carcafe, and adead jfota;ditj« 
They have lofl their wonted fieedom and enlargement ki, 
prayer, and are fallen under fad bonds and ihaitoings of 
fplrii,- which make them coufct 1 oly things a.wearincfli 
;ind frequently nrgk^ ftcrci. prayer. Surtly .focb hive 
great need of Chrill's coming down upon them as ilie rain, 
to make them fpring up as the grafs, and revive as the 

corn. Alas, we have a finful hand iabanjiing on ftch 

y fpirltual droug!:t, by quenching the motions of tlie Spirits 
Jj3du)£iD£ J^My Ms, giving the wcdu Chrift's icomin ibe 
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ftwt, and pcglc^ing. to live by faith on the Son of God, 
ivhO is the rain an J dew of Ifracl. 

IIjw happy arc ihefe who live under the dronpings of 
lHIs i&io ! I'hey are like" trees planted by the waters, their 
:ooii fpread forth, tnd tl^eir leaves are green, Jcr. xvii. 
5. Hive I the figns of luth perl'ons ?" «« Is my iieart rea- 

* ^^ to- melt at the fight of ^ crucified Jcfus let before me 

* in the facrament ? Do I mourn for my fins that pierced 

* him ? Am I ready to think woife of myfelf than any o» 
♦* ther pcrfon can ? Is my heart foft and pliabh to the 
" iw'lof God, both in^his pr^fcepjs ani providences ? Do 
" Ibc world's good, things bu^k. but htilc in my eye ? Is 
'* it my defire to meet witli Chri^ in every duty and cr- 

* dinance r Do 1 dill look on (in as ChrilFs cnsniy r Am 
'* I i^raid of provoking him by Cn to with-hold the 
" fliowtrs, and make the heavens as brafs to me ? Aral 
" dtfiious to4>ring forth fruit anf^ver.'ble to the waterin;>8 
' he gracioufly allows me r " O may i find theie marks 
•Bmyfoul ! 

t^at I could eafncilly pleid for the fulfi'ling of this 
tttiilife in the text, thaV v^hrilt Vould come djwn as the 
ilo, ib;it be iiowld find the (Iiowers he hath merited a^id 
iTOBifed, ^end tlitnvto-wyrtW', to ihe church, and to the 
''holfl land ; to the piefe t a;»e, and to ths nfing genera- - 
kn ! O what gtorious tffcdts would ihefe flioweis produce ! 
IVy wou'd beautify th* ciiurch and her aflemblies.. make ' 
*ft minilers and profefiors t j fhlne in hoiinels, and con- 
^regatians to be livdy in ^vpiOiip; They would opsn j»ri- • 
»-doots, bofe b^nds. enhrge hearts, revive drooping 
m!b, turn the-r WHt-r into wine, ^heir forrow into joy, 
Wf complaints into praifes, and make them fing . in the * 
«iys of the Lord. — By thtfe fljiwers Go j would be ;^l'jri • 
«dj the charch cem.nted, and her didcmp^rs htil-^J. 
^pJJnirces would be fo:cercfj|, communions more plca- 
iBt, the godly, more valoed, 1 ^Igion more eileeme i, and 

'•€ wiy to* beavef: nv>re delightful* Lord, lock on the 

ry'grodnd and prcGrnt drojghty feafon with pity, open 
kt »iodow8 of heaven, ai\A i^rA ^q>hx\ ^<^'^t\^ -^a vx\vo^.« 
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fliower to young communicants, and to thcfe who haf 
not feen thy goings in the fanAuary; a ihower to ftoo 
hearts and withered tiands ; a (bower to f jften the ckdi 
loofe the roots, and open the fprings. O how mocb gooi 
would ooe of ChriA's (howers do to a poor dry land ^ win 
wonders would it work! what prifonefi would it Jdod; 
what cloudy minds would it brighten, and what doubtii^ 
iouls would it refolve ! Come down Lord Jefus. Ampik 

M E D IT A T I O N XVIU. 

« 

From Matth. viii, 8, 

Lordy I am net worthy that thui Jbouldjl come uniet 
my roof^ 

]^ A I T \l and repentance de flfff po togeihc? ; efeij 
believer is a true penitent : H^ that puis on the Lord 
Jefus, is alfo clothed u *■ I urtiility. The higher thoiiiglitl 
a man hath of Chri/l, the lower thoughts will he have of 
himfelf. When the man's ryes are open to fee ibe baG^ 
I cfs and excelkncy cf Cbriil, he b made to own hit o«t 
nothingneis hefofe him, and his infinite diAanCe fso9) hiffl^ 
acd to fay, like the centurion in the text, I am.nok'uaCfllf 
that thou Jhculdji sjmc under my ro&f; ^ d. it is to4 
great a honour for fueh a guiky <and fiithy creature to cm 
tcrtain a Saviour o^ tn/^nite purity ; my heart is moire un- 
Vs'ortKy than my houfe, I bave nothing ta comntend ofC 
to thee, — The lowly foiil aWiors hirafclf as vile in the fighl 
of a holy God ; he (ays, I am all as an unclean thing, and 
all my i ighteoufoefs is as filthy rag^?; in me dwell^lM 
goaJ thing ; I am infuHicicnt of Biyfelf to do any tliioi 
that is good, or even to tbink a good thought :■ It is Cm 
tliat mull work in me, both to will and to do, of. Us gOM 
pleafu.e. He is aoder no obligation i<i pity er h<.lp'n^;|JH 
^'j/Jbe a b folate free mercy in him i{ he do it. — The lra| 
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. bb ou'n doings and attainments : He renounceth all confi- 
dence io liis own righieoufnefs, and humbly fubmits to thc 
righteoufneis of Gud by faith: He is content to be ftiipc 
of all his own garments that Chrid may be his cloathing. 
He looks not to his own performances to recommend him 
U) God, bat only to Chrid his furety* He is willing to go 
OQc of himfelF, and 4ive wholly upon borrowed righteouf- 
oefs and boriowed f^rength, even to live upon Chrid cru- . 
dfied, and to derive daily and hourly from him Itrength, 

both for duty and diificulty, for work and warfare. 

The man that is Icwly in heait fubmits to the will of God 
10 all his difpenfations, is content with every condition he- 
^toks bed for him ;- he is patient in afHi^ion, and filent 
voder God's rod, without anfweriog again. He is fenGblc 
that he juffly deferveth hell, and therefore is very thankful 
for the leaft mercy ; like the woman of Canaan, he owns 
bimfdf unworthy as a dog, and will be thankful for the 
cnunbi that UW from the childrens table. He will be 
tbokful for a word from Chrid, for a look, for a fmile, 
for the leaA token of bis favour, or the imalleit influence 
ofhis Spirit. 

Wfaere-erer faith is in exercife, it is a fouI-humbling and 

Uf-emptying grace, and lays the foul very low befoie 

God; and God always hath lefpe^ to fuch faith, and tO' 

hcfa lowlinefs, Pialm. cxxxviii. 6. Chrifl put great refpeft 

>P0Q the lowly Cjnturion, v. 10, ij?. 1 have mi found fir 

lUatfaitkf noy not in Ifraci ; go thy *\i2ay^ and. as thou, 

^fibelitvedy Jo he it done unto thee. 11^ alfo-put greal 

itfpedt on the humble publican, Luke xviii. 13, 14. and 

declared htm juft;iied ; for (faith he) Be that humbUtht 

iimfcl/Jhall he exalted. He put great honour upon the. 

jkombie woman of Canaan, that own^td iierfelf vile as a 

A)g, Matth. XV. 27, 28. Q nuowan^ g^'^^^ is thy fait by. 

(Ciid.he), he it unto thee even as thou. 'wilt. And he faitli. 

ifliHDrclf, ^i7^ Ivii. 15. though he be the high and lefty 

9Me tkmt inhabiteih eiefnityt y<:t he dwclleth nuith the 

kimB/eJpirit : And thus hfe fets himfclf before us as the 

gNlat pattern of humilii^, M^d Vi\d% v^ K^-wtw \v ^^ v:^s«hK^ 

Wfbea be appeared un\o ^\otav>2^^«a& t.^^>3^ ^ '^'^^^ ^^'^^^ 
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but in a low, mean, humble bufh. And when be ^ 
appear in oar natarc, it waj aoiz great eyalted^om 
takes up with, bat a low humble virgin^ ^% Mary-herfc 
ferves, Luke i. 4^> $2^ May I be helped then to appe: 
fore him at his holy tabic, with^ hunible fpirit, and 
frame, that he may vouch fa ^e to dwell and hold co 
nion with me ! 

O that I had (he marks of a. lowly heart, and con! 
that I biuih, iand am aOiamed before God in prayei 
caufe of my (infuioefs and pollution ! that I am ma 
wonder at free grace in fparing flicH a vile bnthi 
wretch, in -keeping me out of hell, in cffjrirjg-mc; 
and pardon through his blo^d, an J calling me to his 
—That I difclaim all rightcoufnefe by the laW, an 
peA nothing h'M wrath and ruiDfrom that airih; t 
look only to C.hrift, and have admiring thoughts of 
aud his ]4w biding righteoufnef8-.-r— Thai 1 have a 
fenfe of indwelling fin, and of the corruptions c 
heart, and tlink more meanly of myfelf than any 
pierfon caa. — That I a-n jeaiouS' of my. wicked heart 
9ifraiJ led 1 betray or wound the Son of God, and cc 
blood- guiitincfs ; and tiiersfore I adventure to his 
with nr.uch fear and trembling. Lord, beftow up< 
fuch a l-.umble heart. 

O caii Aich an ill-defeiving creature appear before 
and expc6l mercy, who have fo long abufed it 
Lord, ii^e^d of ii retching forth a feepire of me 
invite m-iito thy table, thou mighteft, wiih the rod 
jaftice, ja'lly difh m& in pieces a& a p otter-s veflt'L I 

' of entertaining- 'me. with the. bread .of li£e>..4ii^d the < 
blefliogi thou migliteil give roe the bread Ind water 
fK<5lion ; yea, calt me iito that \i\Xy where I ftK>uld' 
vaiii for ^ drop of "water to. coot my torque i : O'fhal 
a wretched dog '-as I .prer'me to come xotny tsble, a 
of the child'-ens brcati, \ihto,»minot v/ortHy > gath 
crumbs that fall from ii ! Bjt 1 have i:eaTd>cf the me 
the King of ifiael, that he- dtligbts to fliew'-it totl 
wQrthy that ImmUc themfclves before hltiu :Oh • 

ri^ Mod..iVi6i ro ap^esur. before thse.', W, t^\^«^.'0 
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idooe that keq) away from thee. I am come to thee, 
UKbocaufe I am fit or worthy, but becaufe thou art lich 
I mercy, and haft contrived a way for faving the like of 
ic, — ^Lord, 1 aip dot worthy to come within fight of thee, 
•at far lefs that, thou fhouldA come under my roof to lodge 
ifilh me ! IViii Cod in vtry deed come and d^ell nuith 
^nJ This, is a wonder, though all men were as innocent 
od righteous as once Adam was 1 But will he lodge or feafl 
iTih me that am j leper : Will he copie under the roof of my 
dol, a boufe fo ruinous, fmoky, and de£Ied« where he has 
M a fir place to lay his. head ? But, O my humble, con* 
Icfceoding Saviour, did not difdain 10 lie in a manger a« 
IQDg bcafts, nor t6 dine with Simon, a leper' ! O Lord Je- 
ll, come in thyfelf, and furnifh the houle, prepare an up- 
cr room in my foul, large, fwept, and .garnished,-- and 
here aisiide, and keep the paiTover with me. 
Lord, I am not worthy to eat the crumbs that faU from 
oy oytfn table, much lefs thofe ihat fall from thine. 1 de« 
mnot a room .to (land among' thy feryants, far Itb to 
it down - with ihy children. 1 am unworthy of my daily 
Rad from thee, and (hall I be allowed to eat of the bread 
f life ? Shall I, who deferve not the bread of mefi, be 
ilffliaed to eat the bread pf a 71^ el j ? Shall I fit down 
'ithhim, at whofe feet they 'fall ? If John the Baptift 
neof :the great^ft that was born of women,' who was 
U with (he Holy Chofl from the womb ) thought himfelf 
B^TOrtby to Joofe Chrxft's (hoes, how unworthy am I, 
K meaoeft of creatures, a tranfgrefibr from the womb, to 
^'admitted to touch, nay, feed upon Chrift's broken bo- 
f and (hed blood I If Peter, after feeing Ghrift's glory, • 
id his own vilenefs, judged himfelf unworthy to be in the 
DKL-ihip wiih Chrift, and cntd^ Depart from vie ^ for lam 
fi^fuinutn : How (hall I; the chief of finners, adventure 
'fit down at the fame table with him in a famihar way I 
the woman with the bloody ifTue was afraid to come and 
iicklbehem of Chrift 's garment, haw much more may I, 
i»'am fiill of the running iifues of fin, fear to touch the 
pibob of his body and blood, or (ut my hand into his ■ 
pTf If-tbc piirett ancds mu& W5^t v\veei Sjw;'?* n«^^»^w 

r. I. 
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fore i^m, how (h all 1, who am fo impure, appear of 
in his p-«;e(iencc ? But glory to God for the blei&d covi 
providcU fai my guilty (viui, under which I may a( 
and be accepted. 1 come tur thee wrapt in it. Lord, 
ceptofme. 

O how difliOii^uinitn)} are thy farours to roe an unw( 
CKature ! I'hpa ■fDi][;hten jvi^ily have put in my htod i 
of trembling and unmixed wrath, a cup filled with h 
o( confjicLnce and h^arhil defpair : Bat, inftead the 
thou gjiveft me the cup of bleffing, filled with the ho 
parden and eternal life. I might have l^eenin. heU d 
in£ the damocd-s cup of ^fjaih, 'iiito which jufUce i 
pouring in as faft as t)try drink oat: Bat glory ^to 
grace, thou calleft me ta drink the cap of Talvation, ^i 
n^y Saviour, hath panchafed with his blood, and fwce 
with his bleiHng. Thanks be to* God for it for ever, 

ME D I T A T r O N- XD 

Fiom 2 Cor. ix* 15. 
Tlimiks bffunto O^ for his unfpeakabhgif^. 

MAN y give thanks, to God for meat and dri 
. ibdr bodies, wbichjndeedis the duty of all 
alas ! fe\tr grre- thanks, to God for Jefiis Chift, the 
food of preaous fouls, and G<Klr'& unfpcakahle gift, to 
MAny are fond o£ temporal gifts and earthly riches, 
»rc nothing but vanity ; but ah ! they arc eafy aboi 
pearl of great- price^ this maichkfs gift, whofc val 
tongue can cj^prefs, nor open up what is contained 
Th^ Apoflk^ella lis. a great uuth, Eph. i. ^. tfu 
hieffcs ui .'with/aV fftiritual hUJfmgs in Cbrif, I 
Gift qf G^dt we have innummeriible gifts hefiow 
thef« wh9 believe on. hbn, fucb.«s the gifts of. fpidt 
luminition, pardon, of fin, a. law-biding rightcoofDe 
conciliation .with God, adoption: inta his family, re 
iff/us iaagc^ JM&£ying^Mw:%Sii {i^mu^l V^t.uk^ 
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war&rCy loofing cf bonds, wiincflings of the 
ifiiDgJag 6f death, condu^ through the dark vai- 
a tide to the manfions of glory, 'and the cterml 
t of God, Chrift is tht mod oeceiiary and moil 
gift efer was given to the world. God gave him 
'ank 0/ Mercy f to fate our fouls when fliipwreck- 
gave him to be our fhyjician and balm^ to heal 
mr wounds ieemed incurable. He gave him to 
'ifd our righteoufnefst when we had no rightc- 
He gave him to be our advocate to plead For us, 
had niaay accufers, and none to take onr part, 
lim to us to be ivifdom, righteoufnefs, fan^ijica* 
' redtfftption. In this gift there is infinitey/</;i<?/r, 
irchable riches. Well may the fpoufe call Chrifl 

of ftiyrrhy and a cltifter of campbire^ Cant, i. 
becaufe fo many gifts and bleilings were buodlcd 

one gift, ph, what can I conceive, or what 
ire(s of thJs gift ! He that would dcfcribe or fpeak 
ift, would need to have his tongue dipt in heaven. 
I angel come down from it to tell us of this gift, 
outfpeak ail the men on earth ; yet when he had 
le could, the gift would be far above his expref* 
hy ? becaufe he is tinfpeakabie, 
s be unto God that gave us not a fervant, not an 
»t a friend, but hit Son, Not an adopted fon, 
VQ Son by eternal generation ; a Son nvho h the 
J of bis Father'' s^glory^ and the exprefs image 
fon. Yea, he gave us his only Son, to die as a 
D our room I How bitterly did Jacob bewail the 
ith one fon, when he had eleven behind ! But God 
anly begotten Son, and the Son of his love for 

recorded as an admirable inflance of Abraham's 
:, that he was willing to part with his otily Son 

command. Gen. xxii. 12. Nvm I knov) that 
"-efi Cody feeing thou hajl nit *witb-heid thy forty 
y fon^ from ffte.. But what was A bra ham^s fon 
eternal Son, the fecond pcrfon of the glorious 

a Son that was his e,^ual, a Soti iVn NtVom VA& 
itcd/ a foo that oemir -difpleaEed Avim >x *vj 
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time I How bitterly did David moam at parting 
rebellious Ton ! Abfaiom, my fon^ my fin^ nvoulot 
1 had ditdfcr thee ^ &c. But what are all the | 
men, or ten thoufiind worlds full of men, or ^ 
heavens Full angels, to the beloved Son of God, iw^ 
the angels worf hip and adore ! And yet this is thi 
that God ^ives us.- In giving this gift, dtvioe bounty 
ftretchcd itfelf to the uttermoft : He could hare crea 
•million of heavens more bright, and millions of t 
more glorious for us ; but a more glorious Son he ha<! 
. nor could have ; a greater gift he had not in all his 
■ furcs, than his own co-eternal and con-fob(lantial 
.yet he makes a free gift of him to us ! O who woiL 
give thanks unto God for this his unfpeakable gift ! 
who would not part with all the world to have an ir 
in this gift fealed to him at the Lord's table ? This 
gift that fwettens all other gifts, and without which no 
in a world hath- any fwectnefs in it. 

This gift of God is moft free ; It was impoilible 
the world could have Chrift any other way than as i 
gift. A man, like old Jacob, may be bereaved ol 
children, but it was not poflible that God could be b 
▼ed of his dear Son. Neither could we have him by 
chafe ; we were fo poor, we had not wherewith to 
chafe the lead blcfEng. And what though all the i 
of the world had been ours, though all its mountain 
been gold, pearls, ordiar:onds, they would not have 
fufHcient to purchafe one light of this gift, far lets a 
to it. Nor could ever any motive be found out for be: 
ing this gift, but the mere free love of God, John iii 
God fo loved the mjorld^ that he gave his only beg 
Son : As if he had faid. Since the world hath no t 
nor price, worth nor motive, to obtain this bleiEi 
juft make a free gift of him to the world : Take him fi 
poor beygars of Adam's family; take him, an* 
.will enrich yvM all ! And O how feafonably and unexpi 
•7/ was this gift given ? Adam, v.hei^ h? came trein 
hefan God after h'\& iaU, VooVvtv^ ^ot Vv^ ^\«\ ^« 
&r/e expca fuch a gift, unuX GodX^w^^^^xfi 'CtwtLiJ 
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tMiit of angels and men, promifed the feed of the wo- 
mn. Who £Ouid have thought that the geat God 
would h:ive gifted his dear Son to foch vUe wretches, fin-' 
Dcn that were not feeking him ! Nay, who of mankind 
ooold have defired fturh a gift ? Indeed, when we had 
Seen perifhing, we mi^^ht have looked up, and cried, O 
God have mercy upon us : Bat who would have faid, O 
give the Son of thy love to bear the wrath due to us ! We 
■either deferred nor deGrcd this gift, but God gave it mofl 
freely and furprinngly ! When Adam broke God's cove- 
nam, he was purfued with a cry, Adam^ *vohere art Ihou ? 
Dudhtlefs, Adam exp<:-d)ed a terrible blow from the fword 
ofjaftice; but, behold, he is purfued with aery, and the 
nifpeakable gift in the crier*8 hand ! O how furprifing was 
this to poor, j^rembling, guilty Adam ! What caufe had 
he to cry, Thanh be unto Cod for his unffeakahlc gift ! 
Whst (hall I render to the Lord for fuch a gift ? And 
the fame caufe have ue. 

wonderful love ! this free gift is offered freely to the 
foorefl creature t)f Adam's fam^y ; fo that fuch an one as 
i» am wan anted to accept and embrace it, snJ make fure 
nyinterefl in it; Lordy / believe ^ help thou my unbelief 
Mny covet other gifts, but 1 covet this befl gift, this en* 
nching gift,; this is a lawful covetoufnefs : I receive this 
liftof God into my bafom, into my very heart. O that I 
nd the marks of thefe who ^oflefs th» gift, and ate 
ttoly thankful for it ! Can I fay, that this gift is truly pre- 
cioos in my eyes, and that I efleemit far above all tempo* 
nJ gifts whatfonrever : Ttfat I am oft thinking upon his 
»atclil?^8 excellency, his low ftcp and condefcendtng love; 
Wd do 1 fre^ncntiy break out with ihc pfalmift, Whom 
htve I in heaz^n but thee ? and there is none upon tartb 

I itfire iefiJes thee Have i low thoughts of myfclf, 

i)i Qtiwoithy t!.at Oirid ffiould come under my roof, rcc- 
hming. myfclf, with Pdul, the lenft cffaiUs^ and chief 
if^nntrs /* Do I renounce dlChrrQ*s ijvals and compe- 
Uor«,^fuch as my beloved li^fls, and beiovecl righteoufnefs I 
DCllxmur an my do\T\v»« aT\d ^>3k\\«^ \>n' UJs orA d-a^^K^ 
M;j5jlitcwfocfe of OiiAX^ l>o \ \ak.%>\:.«i «avy*^^ ^^^ 
'' '■::•}. • . ■ G " . ^. 
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head, and put it upon Ghrift^s head, and give him a 
glory of my faJvation, and fay, that in the Lord 
only I have right eoufnefs andjlrength ^ Am I care 
avoid every thing that would difhonour Chrifl ? anc 
fay to every temptation that offers, Ho^ floall 1 di 
nvickednrft and Jin againji God, or bring a reproac 
on Chrift and his ways ? Do I rejoice when Chrift i 
noured, his throne raifed, his glory advanced,, am 
fubjedls increaled ; and when (Irangers and young on: 
drawn to love and admire him ? Am I often faying, 
Jhali I render to the Lord for his unfpeakable gift ? 
at a lofs how to exprefs.my thankfulnefs : I have nc 
to g;ive him ; but Til render all I have to him, my 
my body, my love, my praifes, my time, my talent 
walk and converfation. Lord, accept of my two* 
mites, foul and bod)\ in token of my gratitude for < 
redeeming love and free gift ; and make me fit for \ 
thee thanks eternally for this unfpeakable gift : O t 
could apply thefe blcfled marks to myfelf ! 

And O what thanks do I owe to my dear Saviour, 
fubmitted willingly to be heavep's gift to the chitdi 
men ; yea, frankly offered, and gave himfclf to be 
crifice for them, to drink of the brook in the way, 
the cup of God's wrath, that we might drink the c 
God's bleiHog ! O how low was our fall, that nc 
could raife us Up again but the low abafement of the i 
God ! And O how low was the (!ep that he bcho^ 
make to recover us ! The Son of God mufl be tread 
a^ a worm ! The almighty Phydcian mufl come fron 
x^, and let his, heart be pierced, to prepare a me 
to care out difeale I He that thought it no robber) 
equal ^ith God, mufl be made equal to robbers and 
deters! He mufl not only fuffer death, butdefertionalfo 
God, from man, and the whole creation ! He gave 
felf not only to foffer the pangs of death, but the pa 
hell ; not only the forrows of dying men, but the fo 
of damned fouls ! O unfpeakable gift ! 

H[t^-^.. ... ■ ^ 
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MEDITATION XX. 

From Luke ix. ^l. 
The Son of Man mufl fuffer many things. 

)UR Lord oft fpoke of his fufferings to his difciplos, 
becaufe he would have them deeply impr'uiced upoa 
'hearts of all his people, that they might always think 
DO them, and carry about with them the dying of the 
id Jefus. As Chrirt foretold his fufFtrings before-Iund, 
they came exactly to pafs. He faid he mufl fuffer ma- 
tkiugi for bis people, and aecordiogty l^e did fo : Let 
fiew bis fuflferifigs before I go to commemorate them at 
Ubie. 

1. I muft cooiider him that fufFered manf things for 
; the fplrit of God requires us to c^njider the High 
ieftt who be is, Heb. iii. i. Tho' he calls himfelf in 
text the Son of want as to his human nature ; yet he 
iHb the Son ofGod^ as to his divine nature ; yea, God 
lal with the Fathef , the great God our Saviour : This 
d-man, the WONDERFUL, is our High Prieji^ that 
bed maoy things for i^. He is our glorioiis Imma^ 
fi, the innocent aiid^niflTUcal.Me Lamb of God, that 

I not the lead fpot orcriiA^fj^^^pwa to fuffer for. 

is the brightnefs of h« ^|fe^r>^lory, the exprefs i- 
ge of his perfon ; he is King o^^n^s and Lord of Lords, 
that fuffered is he that went a) way* 'about doing good 
perfons ef all forts, and defervcd well pfr^ofe who per* 
«cd and crucified him. He is the gtcat^loveNof raan- 
d, and friend of fmners, our glorious benefador, who 
Dembered us in our low edate ; one that comes under 
:nx)(; endearing chara6lers to us, as that of our Father^ 
• hufband, our brotlier, mafter, p'.yfician, ranfomcr, 
. Now, will not a fon be fenfible of the fuiferings of his 
ier, or a wife of the fufferings of her hufband ? Or one 
itbei be touched with the fufferings of another ? Tliia 
the great High Priefk that fuffered ai^n^ xhv^^s foe 

C 2 a. 
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2. I am to confider the fMany things he fu 
they are fo great, fo Tarlour,, and nmnifolc 
count nor comprehend them ! I may fay, b 
both natures: though his Godhead could notp 
giief or pain, yet it fafiered aneclipfe for y 
<;ept a fhort time it fhone fnnh on mount Ta 
iuftered matiy things in Iiis human nature . 
and body; he was peffecuted, tempted, calur 
trayed, boand» mocked, fpic on, buffeted 
wounded, cro\vned with thoins, and crud 
fufTered in aJl his cEces ; he was mocked 
find bid prophcfy who fmote liim ; as ^prieji 
fife himfeU, feeing he ptetended to fa?e < 
King^ be was mocked with an old purple rob 
crown. — He fuffered in his honour and repa 
difg raced and reproached by m<;n, called a 
one po^efied ol the devil, a blafphemer, ; 
tankard, a te^ucer, be. He was even overv 

calumny. He fuflP.Ted as a blafphemer aga 

a traitor to Qa^far, and an enemy to Mofes*s la^ 

Was entirely free of them all. He was ' 

pierced in aU parts of his body, io his head 

feet : in his cheeks, back, and fide. He fi 

outward goods, being fpoiled of all things, an 
of his doaths to his very (kin, and nailed to i 

ked. He fulFered in all his ^it, fcnfes ; hi 

the fpiteful carriage of thofe that paiTed by, w 
heads; his hearings with their blafphemou 

fmei/, with the noifome favour of the fculls 
liis taftr. with vinegar and gall ; his feeling, 
and naiiai piercing his head, hands, and feet. 
in the moid tender and (inewy parts of his bod; 
nenting nails, efpedally being violently flrctci 

-probably disjointed, to make them reach tc 
therefore he faith, Pfal. xxii. i6, 17. They 
my haftds and my feet ^ 1 may tell all fny ben 
and flare upon me. — He fofFcred moft of a 

znd its aoble faculties : Vlow ^reat was the ag 

rdcfbit foul, when he fwajic b\ood *vu >ifv^ ^ 
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\ the pores of his body ! O how great j^ii i^^^^l^BQllli of 
J miad upon his heavenly Father's defcitin^^ni, 'Which 
«te him fend forth a dreadful cry to heaven for relief, . 
fj C^d, tny God^ 'Oihy haft thouforfaken me ? Then it 
as he cried mnd groaned under his- prefTure, but no relief 
ipesred ; there was none to anfwer, every do.'>r was (hut 
;aioft him : For at this time his own Sen, his own hear 
0, his. own Father, his own dodhead, did all hid their 
Ks and confolations from him ! O the many things he . 
Jtred for us, ihsy cannot be numbered ! 
J: I am taconfjder from whom the Son ofman-fuifbred. . 
efofltered from all hands, from earth, from hell, from, 
aveo; from men, froiTide^ls, firgm infioite juftice. He 
flbred from alt forts ormc^n/ from King Herod aifU liis 
en of war^ who mocked him and fet hini at noapht ; 
Mitfae Jewifh pricfts and rulers, tirho cruelly ufed and pro-- 
cdtedhim to deatlr; fiom Governor Pilate, who fcourged. 
id coodemneiMiim to be crucified ; He/ufiered from the 
nn and from the Romans, from the clergy, and from 
K h^yyers, from foldiers and fcivants, from great ones * 
id commons, and even from thefe be had done much 
Dud onto. — • — He fufFc^d from tbefe whom he came to 
.fe and wa(h by his blood ; for there were. 3000 of thefc 
h) aacilMd him, or were active ia.bis fufferings^ that 
tre converted to him by. Peter's fsrmon, Ails ii. He- 
feed not only from enemies, but from profefTed friends . 
id difciples ; one of thefc betrayed and fold him, another 
r^them denied and abjured him,, and all the refl forfook . 
tm, attd left hini alone to filfler in the raidfl of devils and . 
ilGans infuhing oier himk——- He foffcred from the de» 
ill. and all the powers of bell ; thefc dogs and bulls of 
^'n were aU let loofe to tear and 'gore him in his lafl; 
ftriogs; for this (he faid) was their :/6i>ar and p$*i]oer tf ' 
nkntfs,^~^\i which was word of all; he fufF .ed alfo • 
MB bnven ; for he being fubHituted in the room of fin- 
sn, a j^ft and holy God aded as an inexorable judge to- 
snb him ; jie frowned terribly npon him, fmote him with : 
ic fword of juftice, ^Lt^d \^\\>^^\t^l^ -sJ^ "'^wt^^'Sv^^,^^^ 
Ffrig kiodncfefioia Y\\ta, ^xvdijW ^A^ ^HvaRX^"^^^^ 
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which might any way refreih bis troubled fb«l in the h 
of his greated Dced : and thus he fell a facrifice to incet 
judice for our heinous guilt and provocations. At this ^ 
a fearful black cloud was fpread over the gbrious fo^ 
righteoufnefs, never was there any Tuch edipfe feei^ 
heard of as this 1 For a candle to t^put out is no gh 
matter, but for the fun to be daikned is very UDComiDs^ 
but though fun, moon, and flars had all been blown out 
once, it would be no ways fo amazing as the darkaing 
the eternal fun of righteoufnefs upon the crofs ! A Una 
and marvellous fight ! AVhat meant the heat of this gr 
anger ? Mud eyen the Creator himfelf fufiFer for the en 
ture*s fins? Mud he fufTer fuch a load of wrath, as IM 
him cry out to the adonifhment of angels and men ? 

4. I am to conGder the High Pried, and for when 
was he fuffered thefe great a»d many ihtKgs, He foflfci 
not for himfelf, for he never offended either againd G 
or man, and deferved no punifhment. He fuffered nooei 
fallen angcts,tbey mud all f^ffer for themfelves: It was q 
for men of Adam's race, that were debtors to judice, 1 
prifoncrs of wrath ; he fu^ered for creatures mod um 
ferving, for rebels, and for many that were his great 
enemies ; and even for thefe who were his murderers 1 
executioners, for he both prayed and was hciUvl for the 
when they were pouring out his blood. 

5. Let me con.fider with whataffe<£^on he fuffered all th 
things for us. It was with ardent love toperiibing fouls, wbi 
many waters could not quench ; — with fervent wifhes a 
longings for the hour of his paifion ; / have a bapiifm to 
bapttfed ivith^ and honu am I Jlraltened until it he 1 
comptifhed /'-—with great Ubeiality : It is not the blood 
his finger, or a part of his blood, that he would fhed : 
us ; no, he would needs pour out all his blood, and ei 
his heart blood too, and with that he poured out his (< 
alfo, Ifa. liii. Why would he be fb liberal \ that with fa 
there might \it plenteous redemption^ ffal. cxxx. 7.-r-! 
fuffiKired with great meeknefs, patience, and refignatic 
MVhtu h^ fuSercdjL l^e thrcatfincd not, but was led as a fhi 
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the flaughter, dumb, not opening his mouth : — With 
at humility and felf-deniai, content to be as a nuorm 
ino ma^iy to bring glory to his Father : — With a thir- 
zeal for i falvation of fouls, and for completing the 
rk of our redemption : and hence it was, he cried on 
crofs, I thirfiy and glad when he could fay, // is fi* 
hed. 

3 what caufe have I to obey his dying charge, to go to 
memorial fea((, and to think upon and wonder at the 
tchlefs love of Chrid, tiiat made him willm^ :to /udfcr fo 
•«f things for fuch wretched creatuwl ^i' aifc i He 
V9 well enough before-hand what oa'rfalvatioD would 
I him, yet he willingly undertook it, faying, upon the 
7 fird motion of it, Lc, / come. But faith God to 
D, if you will engage in this work, you mud underlie my 
atby and be handled as if you were the (inner in law : 
ell, faith Chrift, / covte to do thy luili^ God ; I am 
iified with the terms: Let the cup be never fo bitter, 
1 drink it, ere thefe miferable cieatures do it. O lo- 
»ghigh Prieft,. how (ball I think of thy fufFerings with- 
t raptures of love and admiration ! I had been in hell if 
n hadll not been in an agony here : I had for lever been 
Ntbed there, if thou hadit not fwate here ; yea, not only 
hot all the poderjty ef Adam had pcrifhed, if thou hadfl 
tfoffered. thefe many things for them : Suieiy the weight 
wnth which made thee heavy, and caufed thee fall to the 
snnd, fweat, groan, apd cry, would have funk all raan- 
id into hell for ever. — O what ingratitude tnuii it be ta 
iife Chrift*s offers and ttfrms of falvatioo, after what hs 
I fufiered to purchafe it ! Was he at fo much pains to ob« 
B redemption for us, and will we be at no pain^ to get 
imereit in it ? Did be fhed blood, and will not I drop 
in i Lord pity this heart gf mij^e I 
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MEDITATION XXI. 

From John xviii. 4. 

Jcfus knowing all things that Jbould €Qmi.vpM i 
tvcntforth^ &c.. 

C^HRIST foreknew all his fufferittesy with all dietr 
J gredients, before they can •: upon.him; yet he 
lingly and refolutely went forth to meet them. He will 
flee, Dor hide himfelf from his peifccuton, bat eaft \ 
fclf in their way. fie faw. the cup of wrath mixed 
ready for him, and now, as it were, he reaches fortii 
hand to take it. When the people would .have, forced 
to a crown, he hid himfdf from rhem, John ?iv i {• 
when they would force him to a crofs, he offered htn 
to them, Icnowing that his hour uas come to fulfil hitii 
tyfhip for us, and complete our redemption. Upon 
account he made his fusing; wekome, and the. pafl! 
that introduced them, Luke xxii. 15. l¥ith defire bm 
dfjired t$ eat this pajfover. He abhorred all coonfeh \ 
tended to hinder hini, and rebuked Peter- as fmartly 
diffuadfng him fiom fufferingr as he would have done Si 
himfelf, Matth. xvi. 2^. And though aft his difci 
would have diffiiaded him,* J^hTi xi. 8> he marched 1 
great forwardnefs to Jerufalem,. where ^e foretold 
bloody tragedy was- to be aa!ed ; he hafleoed to the fid! 
battle, and place of .foflFerio-g.: Yea, he went fb fail to 
that bis difcipleswere amazed at it< and afraid toM 
him, Matth. xx. 1 8. Mark Xv 3 3. They were beiund i 
and would have fallen behind altogether, had it nor \ 
for (bame, and let him go alone ; they, were amaced te 
a. man haflen fo fad to a bloody death : But he would 
flop, though they had aU left him, astbey did a^terwai 
And when his-time was come to be apprthendedj he.' 
ncitfaf r let Peter defend him, nor angels refco^ hlin, tho 
there were twelve ie^ioosat his call ; One angel would li 
Jheo fu&cleai to do it, or one woid {iota VsM^.^rvik ton 
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h be* The cup my Father bath given me to drink ^ 
n9t drink it /*— Wherefoie, when they acculed 
ihTphemy agsunft God, and of enmity to Ccfar and 
law, and things he was perfedlly innocent of, he 
lake DO leflal defence to fave bit life before Piiate, 
his peace, m Co much th^t Piiaie marvelled great* 
might think it was eafy for him to anfwcr all they 
he knew not the reafon uf our Lord's filence, viz^ 
XFOold do nothing to hinder the cleft's redemption, 
e bad undenaken — And, as he was filent befotc 
(b was he -before divine juflice, and would do no- 
divert the (Iroke. Soon might he have refcucd 
frhen ja(!ice drew the fword, by faying, bather^ 
s are not mine : No, he is filent, and takes with 
^a «9 i^he bad committed tbem all. On tne^ faith 
he eurfe \ I will be the facrifice foi thefe lofl fhecp. 
inTpeakable ! 

talons of my Savioar's wtUingnefs to fufTer are ob- 
^ koQW it was his Father's will he fliould fuffer, 
efbre he faid, Pfalm xl. / delight t9 do thy nvill^ 
M^. He knew it would greatly difplay the glory 
ivine attributes, that was ftillied by our fms ; it 
ghly magnify his Jove to bis fhcep, John x. 1 lay 
r lift for my Jheep ; 1 do it of myfcJf,. freely, 
compolfioo ? It was necelLry to make his facrifice 
leand well-pleaGng unto God. The Heathens 
\\ cfTer a facrifice to their gods that came (Imggling 
itar ; fo every facrifice offered to the true God 
I free-will o0eriog, as we would have it of a fwect- 
(avour unto him. This JhriO hath taught us by 
ple^ and upon this account God hatb twice pro- 
'rom heaven, Ibis is my beloved Son^ in ivbom I 
pleafcd, 

\% Cbrift's willingnefs lo fuffer for finners fo well- 
o the Father, and ftialt it not render him mod Hiuiable 
!y to us ? Surely the Mediator's frank and chearful 
ing to fuiFer fo much for us, when unrequired by 
&vour infinitely kind and obliging, and doth com- 
tares ofJovcandprsLilQ from us vjUeu we ceiebrare 



LhriJVs Willingnefs iofuffcrfor us, 

s holy fupper. What a moviDg (ight is it to the 
lith, to behold our glorious Inimanuel voluntaril ^ 
imfclf in our law- room, without the foliciting of aT 
ure, and engagiog chearfully to go through Sat^ 
fetiogs, death's pangs, and hel)*s flames for u& 
what elevated tfaoogbts and raifed affedlions, Ox 
admire, love, and ;)raife a crucified Jefus, who dra 
willingly and curcquired for us ! Oh, he nevtr 
f^ood will to eat when hungry, as he had to fuffer 
lisfy judice for us ! Hence he faid. My meat is ie 
luill of him that Jent »/f, and to finijh his nucrk 
iv. 34.. Here is focd mofl delicious for faith to fee 
at the Redeemer's table. — Again, from this willins 
Chrift to fuffer for us, I have good ground to concl 
willingnefs to receive u5» when we come to him by 
partake of the fruits of his fuflFcriogs. O how can < 
lie?er, or fenlible finner, quefllofl or doubt of Ghrii 
lingnefs to help and fave them, who was fo willing 
himfelf a facrifice to juftice for them ? Surely he b f 
willipg to fave, than any finner is to repent or 
And from this Til take my encouragement to come 
Since my loving Jcfus came willingly as a Ian 
flaaghter for iinners, I'll venture, with humble cc 
to go to this ineek, compaffionate, fweet- nature 
for pity and help in the time of my need, truQing h 
tejedl me, nor any that comes to him upon his < 
gofpel. I believe^ Lord help my unbelief. 

O, did Chrid fufifer the pains of death and ^ 
lipgly for us, and (hall not we be willing to fuf 
proaches or rcvilings of men, or any other 
for him ? And when any fiich injuries are dc 
we not hear tbeYn with mceknefs and patience, ; 
example, who fubmitted chearfully to every d 
to be his Father's will \ Though he was pr 
cent, and met with the gre?.tefi provocations 

• men, ^et be patiently bore them ; taking al 
Father's hand, who had mingled the cup for 
iorc, wbcn he was reviled, he reviled not a^ 

have icld Fiiatey Caia(Vvaii6» «i^ Vvv^ Q^ 



«Klidyiiig tor ni f and ihtU we find So little de- 

in doing his will, ' and performing the duties which 

lead to communion and fcllowfhip with him, as prayer, 

b^praife, reading, hearing, or communicating? Did Ch rill 

' come fo chearfully to die for us, and ftiall we go fo back- 

iKffdlyand unwillingly to his table to enjoy fellowfhip with 

Urn, when he invites us to it ? O what a (hameful requi** 

frtil is this ! May not Chrift fay, // //'/'/ thy kindnejs to 

^^ friend? When the Father called- me to fufFer, and 

drink the cup of trembling for thee, how readily did I 

«boback, Icome^ lo I come^ to do thy nvill I take dc* 

t^^ht ! But when I call thee to pray or communicate, how 
nckvard and dead-hearted art thou in that work ? I did 
?■ 'Bot vearyfo fbon in xhtgarden^ as thou didft in the church ! 
.: J did not fo foon weary on the crofs^ as thou dod in thy 
■: [d^fit! I was longer in my agony ^ wredling under the 
:: trath of God for thee, than ever thou waft in nureftling 
'Z in prayer for thy foul, 

:■ Did Chrift offer his facrifice {o willingly for us ? O then 

= kt me go to God my Saviour, with the facrifice of myfelf 

1^ my duties, with a ready and chearful heart: God 

, ^neth a chearful giver. As" Amaziah offered btmfelf 

^Uingly unto the Lord, 2 Chron. xvii. 16. and David 

*iiA, Accept c/"/^tf iiiee-will offerings of my jfiouth^ Pfal. 

Qax. T08. O that with like willingnefs I could offer myfelf, 

niy heart, and my facrliices of prayer and praifes unto the 

wd : And when 1 feel any relu&ancy and backwardnefs of 

fpirit to duty, kt me ftill call to mind how willingly Chrift 

<&xeA himfeif a facrifice to God for us, and chide my 

\ .ten for its unwillingnefs, — ^Surely it is much for the ho- 

/^oarofGod, and the credit of religion, as it is mcft juft and 

.oafooable in iifclf, to feme God >n*\vVv \^'v^^\:Jwtv^^'5»^ -^^^V\-». 

*iWbfi/7 giVcn us the uutv^;AL.*At ^Sx ^\ >Na^wi^'^ "v^^^ 
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die for us. The wicked and pr^fare arc rrady to repra 
rtltgion as a four and melancholy thing, wbeo wr fe 
God in a dead-hearted manner 5 and Ged himlelf it hi^ 
difpieafed with ui for it, as is evident from that long 
terrible chapter, the aSih of Oeuteronomy, that is fill 
cnrfes and threatened judjsments, ?er. 47. where the cai 
of all is given, Becaufe thou fervedft nat th§ Lorii 
God nnith joyful neft and gladnefi of bemrt. Sinae tl 
fxcrament is called the Enebmrlft or thank^iring, let^ 
go to it with a joyful and thankful heart, bleffing God i 
Chrifl. thanks be to Cod for bis unffeakkhie nf 
Allien* 

, MEDITATION XXIU 

From John xvi. 7. 
It is expedient for ycu that I go away,"" ' 

N^ O wonder that forrow filled the difciples hearts ar.tl 
intimation of Chrifl's departoie from them: Tb 
had enjoyed a fweet time with him at the comimnia 
table ; his prefence with them w»8 their heaven, and ik 
cannot think of parting with him : They are gready trm 
bled, that he will neither ftay ftill with them, nor id 
them away with kim ; h'averthelefs^ faith he, //ii w^ 
dient for you that 1 goaivay. — Lord, faith the fbuI,hoii^ 
it expedient for me to be leu behind thee in a (late of cffl 
ruption, with indwelling fin that darkens my mind, deadf 
my heait, diforders my affe^ions, and indifpofes me fc 
fpiritaal work ? — How fliatl 1 f^tiy behind thee araidft Si 
ta«'s temptations and fiery darts, fiyiog thick abotit fiit' 
Mufl I abide in the place where that eneiry hath bi|^ 
cuit, and dill rangeth about devcurijig many thonfiuri^ 
Could I win away ^\\\\ v hrift, I would be quite miM 
fAe reach of his (hot. Lord, eivher i^ay with roe, oriaS 
mc up to thee .—Oh, xnuft \ &^^ Vi^\i\tid id?.^^ -itD^lHl 



t ♦. 
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tioiis defilements and enfoariDg examples of an ungod- 
xJd ! When I open my eyts here, what will meet 
\ but multitudes wallowing in pride, fenfuality, cove* 
icfs, injulHce, malice, envy, drunkennefs, gluttony* 
eannefs, contempt of God and religion? Maft I ftay to fee 
horrible fight, the whole world lying in wickednefs ! Muft 
y40 hear God daily difhonoured by the tongues of the 
idly ? Mufl I ftay to fee Chrilt flighted, wounded, 
crucified afrefh by wicked men ? O whnt danger will I 
n of being infeiSlcd by their examples ! But, Lord, if i 
A win away with thee, I would be quite out of hazard, 

oat of (i4ht of the wickednefs of this world. — Ho^ 
I I (lay behind thee in fuch an earthly tabernacle, to be 
Jened with bodily ciflrefles, flcknefs, pains, and manf- 
I conipliints ; an i am'.d.t innumerable lofics, crofles, 

difappoiutments from the creature ? How fliaH J (lay 
ei fuch melancholy divilion^, contentions, debates, and 
irations, as fall out am^ ng the people of God in Chi ill's 
Jnec ? Muft I flay behind the^ t<i fuffer injuries, re- 
aches, cruel mockings, bad ufage, and perfecutions, 
h from the tongues and hands of men? and fometimes to 
torn as with the teeth of wild beads ? Hence this world ic 
ed a aen of lionu and mountain of leopards^ Cant, 
8. Oh, could I win away to heaveii with Chrid, I 
lid fee no lion rtor leopard there I'here is none td 
t or dellroy in rfll God's holy mountain above, 
fare I feen the King in his beauty, and niuft I be left 
ind him ? Hath the communion-table been like mount 
jer, where he wa« transfigured before my eyes, with 

countenance fliining, and isis raiment white as light ? 
I mufl a go (lown from the mc^ant again to a land of 
wefs, of droijglit. and of perplexing doubts and fear?, 
ire I Ihail fomerimes go rtiourning without the fiin ; yea, 
\A\ furt nor liars rppearing to me for many days ? Muft 
r put to wJilk without the light of God's countenance, 

wtiho'.it the ftH)d of 'my {qu\^ ommunion nx:ilh viy God? 
er I have been lifted up, muft I lay my aocount with 
»g fc»ft down pgairt. petb^i^s\viXCiA^^%\^\\V't^<^^^ ^- 
\ pTaim IxHvir. ov Vtke \\\efcd WtT^-Mx,^SA^\«»^^: 
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with feats of finking in them, and of falling fhort of 
ven for ever ? Ctmld 1 win away with Chrifi, 1 woi 
at once delivered from all thcfe feats — Here my 1 
Jedgc of God is fmall, and oft obfcured with darli 
my faith is weak, and oft in hazard of being overwh 
with unbelief: Here ny love is cold, and oft like 
chilled with frofl- winds from Satan and the wor^ 
prayers oft arc formal and wandering, my praifes \o\ 
iht : Here my bell wiihes are attended With many 
comings and defers, . But O if I could win to heavei 
Chrift, where grace and holinefs are in perfection, I ' 
praife him wirhont wandering, and ferve him witho 
for ever ! Here fin Itill cleaves to my nature, mixes 
with my ferviccs, and defiles my bell duties : Here 
carry about with roe a deceitful and treacherous i 
whertby I am in harard of backfliding from God; 
mifcarrying for ever, (hould I be left to it : But O ^ 
with Chrilt, 1 would be free of all thefe anxious iho 
and fears. Lord, {by here with me, or take me 
thee. 

But thou faytfl, It is expeJient for me to ftay b 
for a time. Why, Lord I Mull I Iky that my ti 
ling graces, my faith, hope, and patience, may be 
and exercifed here below, and thereby gradually ftrc; 
ned and ripened for the perfect Hate? Mu(i i ftay t 
may be conforraed'to my- head both in ferving and fi 
ing ; and that thy wifdom, power, and mercy may hi 
Mhcd in condu<$ling and ptcferving me through all th< 
ficuhies and dangers of this wiidernefs ? Thy ivill^ i 
be done^ only leave me not alone ; but/d?r ily name's 
lead mc and ^uide me, — Or, is it thy pleafurc to fu: 
my heaven for a while, that I may promote thy glo 
CArth, be ufeful to the fouls of others, and recommen 
dear Redeemer to thefe who know him not, which 
^^/ n^ ^^"not do in heaven. ? O fit mc for it by ihy g 
and fill nic with zeal for thy glory. O let thy kinj 
"ten^d *^^^ ^^^^^^' '^^^ ^^^ kingdom of glory may be 
^^ fdycfl, it is expedient for i\i<^c to^o vw^l. ' 
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Lord \ iDuft ihou ibyfetf be thy peoples U reiunncr to ear- 
ly ddiogji CO lieaveo of tiuir eonipitte Kdcmp'.iun, and of 
iMr coining afier thee in ibelr fcvcrdJ gLMieutiona I Muil 
lliwgo to open the p^iiTags and p.ive the way fs^i accds to 
nUr pcrfbas and duties, and prcpiire rooms aud bd^-.^s 
(oidiem a^nll the time they come home ? — Mu(i Uiwu 
.fl away (o be a pablic agent and iotercciror for thy pto- 
' inuKr all their ttialt and toiUngs here below, and iikc^ 
\ U> prpvjd^ and furnilh a rich and gloiious communion- 
^iorthem.in thy Father's houfe above? Lord, fend 
/•Holy Spirit to fit and prepare me and m^ny orhcis for 
ittUcfled eotenainment — Lord, when thou faidfi, // // 
tift^eht for you that 1 go a'wuy ; thou didft add, for if 
Ipnot aiuay^ tbg CornJcrUr wll not tome unto y.u I 
^IHiT? it was fo agreed in the council of the Trinity, tiiat 
tke leading of the Spirit in his plentiful cflufion, which was 
^1>e the parch ^e of Cbrifi's death, (liould be given in ;.n. 
ttfiverio his interceiCon, when he entered within tlic vail, 
Joha ftir. i6. And the Spirit was to make ufe of it as an 
ttpment for conihicing the world of the perfe«51ion and 
iGGepubleaeTs.of ChrifL^s facrifice, that Chrid was now 
't^fed and welcomed into heaven. Like wife tlic Spirit 
^tobe given only upop Chrifl's afcenfion to fiipply the 
^Utt of his bodily prefence to the cliuic'.i, ^% being far 
better for them, i'eeiog Chrifi's bodily prefeiice could be in 
^ place only at once, but the Spirit is in efcry place to 
ttimate and. put life in ordinances. May the church have 
(Ml fruit of ChriA's afcenfion Hill more and more. 

Lord, though thou hafl gone away for necefTary ends, 
yet thy marriage-contr^^t wirh thy people, and the love- 
tokens thctu giveQ them in the facrantcnr, are a fure pledge 
<^lb; reiarning to pay them a comfortable vifit at la(t, ac- 
cording to that fweet word, John xi?. 5. If 1 go and pre- 
tflft a place for you ^ h\uill come again, and receive yen 
^^yfelf that ixjhere I avi^ there you viay he aljo, O 
Ite I may be one of thefe to whom Chrift's vifit at his fe- 
«BVHi coming will be joyful and cimfor table. Let me ex- 
^foc royfelf after the facramcnt, if 1 have the marks of 
fic^—Aw I tfpoufad to Chrift ? liave.V 'A \\\v)\ ^^v:v;\\\ viS. 
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^he Bridegroom ? Have I fabfcribed ihe marriage contrs 
and gone into Chriil's terms \ Do I heartily approfc ^ 
whole contrivance of redemption through the furetyihip ^ 
righteoufnefs of Chri(l ? Have I i enounced my owd li^ 
teoiifnefs, nay beloved fins, ^nd all Thrift's enemies ?- — . - 
If mourn for the injuries done to Chrift by myfclf «ne% 
rhers, and lejoice when his intercut and kingdom pro^ 
in the world ? Do I mourn for i.hr^*s depatiiHre, Mid die 
withdrawing of his Spirit from ordinances, orftomM) 
own foul ? D.-) 1 thiri for more hoHndfs in heat t and ttftj 
and for greater conformity and (ikenefs to the gfonoiii 
Bridegroom ? Theo 1 may expedV his vifit and retorn wil 
be comfortable to me, and 1 may rejoice in the view IM 
expectation of it, and anfwer Chrift when he faith, Ret 
Hxii. 20, Surely } come qukkiy : y4f/i4in, even fo e0nh 

L'jrJ J ejus Is my foteronncr new gone awHyi 

4-et me follow him as ciuftly ar4d fpeedify as 1 ca»; Ic 
me follow him in the way of faiih, iii the way of obe« 
dience, in the way of foffciing, in the way of paticfwr 
prayer, lelignation, denicdnels to. the w«rld, bieaTealjr 
miDd^dnefs, isc, 

MEDITATION XXIIL 

ProiD Hof, ii. 19. 



/ wU betroth thee unto we for ever.^ 



ABIGAIL thought herfclf highly honoured, by !)•• 
vid's propofing to match with her ; but much »or< 
honoured are we, apoftate finners of Adam's faniily, 63 
the eternal Son of God his propofing to match with us, enc 
courting us fo cameflly ; when he negledled angtlstbi" 
fcemed to be a fitter n>atch for him in rcfpe^ of the fope- 
rior dignity of «l]eir nature. Yet all thefe he wou^d ps£ 
by, Aod match with wottn* \ — — O how amazing is tH 
Jfyp-l that tbc heavenlv bt*\de,^twiiik, ^Vvj'L^Vw^Jsaifc' 
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ligbty, his ric-«.'S infinite, ind* his be,)uty furpaOing ; 
kit be fhould chu(c a bride naturally poll jted, deformed, 
Komcly, and black as hell ! and that he fhould feck her- 
iroogh a Tea of blood, through the pains of death, the 
lODrf of the grave, and torments of hell ! And after ma- 
r fli|hts and refufals, ihac he fhovild follow her in her 
loderiogs chroagh the wildernefs of fli, with hil charm - 
I invitations/ and alluring offers in the gofpel, prefent- 
(her with the rincis aad bracelets of his precious promi- 
' and rp^rit*s confolations ; 4nd aH to m*\ her heart, and 

in her confcnt to him ! How aftonifhing is it to foe 

ii glorious perfon coming ov%x all obje<5lions from the 
Kkoefs, guilt, poverty^ and unworthioefs of the bride, 
iriflg, though f he be black, Til make her comely through 
f oomelinefs put upon her! Though ihe be mean Til 
ike her noble ! Though a fl^ve, I'll' make her free ! 
hough, a fool,. 1- 11 make her wife! Though bankrupt, . 
J ^yall her debt ! Go.iie here law, jultice, and all her 
editors; here full fatisfadlion of all that is due to you, 
le it and write her difcharge ! Now, nvh^ can lay any 
kg lo the charge of God's elcHy Chrift's bride ? 
hold God difplay-ing his free love here to the utmofl I 
; Qtver difplayed his other attributes to the utraofl ; infi^- 
V *ti)if}o7n could h^ve contrived ten thoafand worlds 
ve beautiful than this, ^nd infinite pBnver could have 
x]Q€ed them. Bat here infinite Jcva and fn:rcy hatli 
DC to the utmoft ; a greater demonfl ration of his love 
trift oould not give, than by leaving heaven, a^Tuniinj a 
ity,. and giving his life for the bride, nay wading through. 
U for her, and in face of all dilbouragemeots courting 
ibecroiiung her to himftlf for ever 1 
iiter many meetings, treatiiss, and broken tryfls with- 
ie* the bridegroom is come again to court a bride, and 
I lent his friends in his name to demand her confcnt, 
ii$H » they did to R<:bekah, Gen. xxi?. ^S. //'"/// 
^g9 iDttb this man ? Poor woman, lad, lafs, wilt 
myield to this glorious ImmanveJ s many former trea- 
^Jbarc been broke off b^ tVit dw^^ ^t.^^"^^^ >^'^'^n!^^ 
%ill heart ! Oh, ViW wi\ x^s^ X^xk^^^^O^fc^^^ ^^^ 
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hoi J al Icnp.ih ! jNIiniflers, the bridcgrc^Ti's friends,' are 
doing tlR'ii bvffi to draw on anotliet meeting between parties. 
Chriil, I fee, is content to hold smother, and it may bo 
the lad tryfl he will i'et with mar.y^ To fliew his earseft- 
nefs, h: hath conveened his friends, angels, faints, juut 
ambaiTadors, to witnefs the (incerity of parties \ he hiti) pit 
on his fcarlet robes, his garments dipt in faJood, tO' w» 
finners hearts; he hath brought the niarria^-contradl, ani 
fpread it before t'»iem, faying, " What think ye of its w^ 
•* tides and terms? Arc ye pleafed with them? Arejp. 
<< content to break with (in and all my enemies? Jto ler 
*' Dounce the world, feif-righteoufntfs, and all otberlcH 
*• vers? to fall in with the felf denying way of faUlMi 
•* through a borrowed righieoufnefs ? to accept of. me JA 
'* all my offices ? to live wholly upon your hufbind, bor- 
*' low all from him, and be in eternal debtor to him? t» 
** make a fur render of your foul and body to him, ani 
•* feal a covenant with him at his table : Are you refolred 
*' to be faithful to your hufoand, cleave to him all tne 
** days of your life, and be oft looking out for his fecc'rf 
*' comir^g ? And in the mean time to be oft commemora* 
** ting his fuffcrlngs, conflicts, conqi:o(ts, and atchietrc* 
•* ments, and for that end to be frequently looking on hifc 
" picture in the facrameat with a believing, penitent, aoi 
** thankful heart ? Now, what is your aniwer r lay yottt: 
•* hand to your heart. " 

Lord, unworthy as I am ! defire to go f.^rward througb 
dl difilculties, impediments, and difcouragtmenls, aod fif* 
with Rebekah, when called to anfver, / 'avV/ go. ivUh tbt 
fxan; and with EJl/jer, I luill go i/7 to t/je ,A'i fig :, Though 
1 be not worthy of him, yet he is worthy to be obeyed 
that calls me : Though he hath no need of me, yet lhav« 
great nesd of him : Though my diiUncebc great, heal*- 
lows me to creep nearer to him : Though I cannot (ao«; 
of myfeif, yet he is able to draw mc, be my clogs nevCT f^^ 
great ; Though my motion hz fniall, yet I will not torn 
back, bin keep^ my face toward him^ and fix my eyeoo 
A/m. As a look hai\\ b^ovv^Vw WaW^^ ^^ ^ \^V. U«* 
brought ilrcogih s y.ea, \Lo'a^\\ ^:^^ ^^^^^- 'io.^XQ 'uww^^ 
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■e, and chide me away from him; yet, hke 7^/..//', / 
mil look again to^Mards kit holy tcmpU : Though 1 have: 
Mvorthioefsin myfcif, yet he hath wonhiners tiicii^»:i for 
■e: Though 1 be a black and imconiely bride, my flr)- 
tehufband can beautify me with his perftifl comdnicis 
|« upon me. Therefore 1 do, with all my heart, accept 
ifiiiffi as my Lord, andhufband : Lord, 1 make clicicc of 
itke, aod all that is thine : for richer, for poorer ; for 
fate", for wot fe ; for well, for wo; for profpcrity, for 
libsrfiiy : 1 make choree of thee for all times and condi- 
^to Jo?e, honour, and obey the^ above all. 1 renounce 
ijloiber Lords, and lovers, asd will have none but Chriil : 
liOouDce my own will, aod take thy will for my law. I 
dben thy precepts concerning all things to be rigiit, and 
■ill bate every falfe way : I lubmit to fill thy providences 
ud dealings with me, and am content to take up thy crof's 
aod fblluw thee^ wh therfoever thou gocfi ; 1 take thy fpi- 
rit/(R'iBy guide, thy word for my rul;, thy glory foi my 
faipc, thy telHmonies for my counfellors, thy promifos for 
By CDCOuragenient, thy fabbaths for my delight, thy peo- 
ple for my companions : Lor J Jefus, 1 take ihce for my 
Kfc, holinefs for my way, and heaven for my heme. — And 
■1 accept of thee, and all thai is thine ; fo I give up my- 
Hf to thee, and all that is min^, foul and body, with all 
By fealties and afteflions, fenflsand members,, to be thy. 
^fiCQisand inflrumeots ; with >..! my enjoyments, to be cm- 
pbycd for thy ufe and ferv'ce. 

Jnvili go luith ths %iun. thoagh I fee him all over 
•oanded, mangled, and bleeding, and his vilage marred- 
•*h the wounds, flfipes, and blov/s which he got from ni:n 
**1 devils. Nay, I fee him ev^n in tiiis mangled condi • 
^ to be fairer than all the fens of m-:n, and all the Tons 
"God too; for 1 fee him '■a'^tt^^/iv/ /<jr iV/;/ tranfgrefjluniy 
^^ruifcd for viy Iniquities ^ that by his fl ripe s 1 j/.'igkt- 
Whaled : I fee him a match every way fuitable for ii:e, 
^ can fupply all my needs ; 1 am a poor dying worm, but 
•*« a living head that can make rr^c live for ever ; I am a. 
'*d/ creature all made up of wants, bwi \t\ V\\rcv doU\ all 
^^colfalnjgfs dv/cli: I ^^ant Prace, \i>i\.\\^ v\^^^^ '^"^ 

:^ ^ 
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fulnefs of gr^ce fuitable for mc : I want grace to be! 
but he is the author of faith : I want grace to repent, 
he is a Prince and Saviour exaited to giire repentance 
want gr<tce to pray, to hear, to communicate, to mc 
fin, bear the crufs, reHd temptatian, ife» btit my 
band hath all grace to beOow. O let roe be (Irong ii 
grace that is in Chrifl Jefus*. 

O that 1 had the true marks of thefc who are dive 
£>om the law, and married to Cbn(Vas their, luifbaod } 
1 could fay, I lock upon all my doingSy. m point of aci 
aoce with God, as old rags ; I live wholly and frec-J> 
on my hufband, and take all I want from him for notb 
1 clothe myfelf with his righteoufnefs, and e^ay the 
formance of every duty in his ftrcngth ; I defire to liw 
tircly upon his co(l. — 1 J«ave a heari-love to my Hufo 
and every thing that belongs to him, and a heart hatre 
fin, and aver(icn to every thing that is injuricus to hire 
am dcHrous to pleafe him in all things; and out of re, 
to his dying command, I gp to his table to- remember 
dying love, and renew my marriage-voAS : I delight ir 
llafband's co^.pany, and prefs for conmjunion witb.hir 
all ordinances. Hi» honour is always dear. to. me,, ac 
am eafy about my own honour and interefl in icfpc^ 
lu's ; Let we dtcreaje, hut let him increafe^ And io 
gard the devil reigns here, fin ;. bounds, error and cor 
t4on prev^l, I am welipleafed with the thoughts of Chi 
fecond coming to pull down Satan's kingdom, a&d to i 
fnmmatc the marriage wlh me,, and all that are cfpoi 
to him, and fay. Why ia.ry theiuheeli of his chan 
Make hafte my beloved^ evenfo come Lord Jefus. O 
ail the world would love him, exalt him, and fobmit 
him. Many in dif^rent places admire him, and fee mat 
lefs charms in him ; his name to them isi as ointment p< 
ed forth, his g^irments fmell of aloes, myrrh, and ca 
they have beheld his flately goings in the fandoary : 
that aU.the world might fo admire him> and fabmit to 
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MEDITATION XXIV. 

From Ifa, liii. 8. 
-ftfr tbi tranfgreJ/iM ofmypeopit was heftrtcken, 

3UR finf and tranCjgrfffioM are j^eet and various, and 
thertfore our Surety's fuflferings for ibem weie 
any tnrf nKiei^d ; he endured imny wounds , bvuiiesi 
Hftiremeocs, and f{ripes, which flioold ftiil endear him 
lemore unto us ; Far he tvas vjounded f9r our tranj* 
'#JT*w, bd nuaj hruifed for fmr intqutths 5 ^he chajtije" 
$Mt of 9ur peace vms up9tt him^ and wz/A bh Jtwip^s 
w are healed^ ver 5. O who can thi»k on that veifc 
ithout ibrfow, or fpcalc of k withotK tears \ He was 
■ooudcd and broiled io death, to fave us from deadly 
rounds and brui fes : Arvd whea dyin^ he Jc^ us hn per- 
wore, wiitli the marks of his wounds, that wir might 
NA upoD it at his tabk, and naoom hit ovr fms wr.icft 
Ml him ihcfe wounds Oh, eaa I fee my dear Saviour 
il wounded aiKi mangled by my fins, and net be deeply 
BeAed for the tranfgreffiom for whrch my dear Jefus was 
ncicra ! Siriciken He was many vAays, by* muny hands, hy 
ttiy sods, by many Itripev: He wa« flrickm by the hand 
FCod, by the ItHnd of men, by the hand of devils: 
irickeo by the rod of Mo(es, the rod of juftice, the rod of 
wjews, isc, O how early was he (iricken by ih« iH 
isgt he met with ftom men, being thur^ out, to be born 
i a ibof (lab)e, aad laid in a manger ; arxl (ooo aher was 
t flrrckcn by the rod* of perfeeotlon and banishment, bein|» 
^U> fly bis native country for lafety fiom Herod. aU 
Iv ^ fu^f ed from us, becaufe we deferved to be depri* 
ttf al ait earrhly accommodations and comforts, and to 
(koiifafcd from God and heaven for ever. 
He ymt Jirichrt by tho rod of povf rty, and pinching 
Wks. Though he was the King of the ur.iierfe, and pof- 
fid-aH the richts in it» ^cl/or oar faic.. fic (>cc<v^\c v<i<ir ^ 
WjjUff firan^h hh /»ovsrt> wugU btcom^ v\cV>^ a^^- 
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viii. 5. He was not born of a rich emprefs, but of a 
virijin ; not in his own boufe, but in another man's : 
had no houlc nor foot of giouod of his 'own to \iv 
lodge in : Though the /&xef had holes ^ and the i 
fiejis^ yet he that created them, had not nuhere to /a 
head. His diet was oft a-feeking, and commooly 
mean, bailey bread, and fmall fifhes. He had no m 
to pay his tax, bat null bcMrow-it from a:fi(h of the 
He travelled ilil) on foot, except once he rode to Jerul 
to fulfil a prophecy; and then he had neither hoifenc 
of his own, but rar.ft borro.w .another man's aft. H< 
no Got mounting, but the doaibs of them that foil 
him ; He had no burial ;place of his own, but- was 
in another man's : And all this he fubmitted to foi 
fakes. — He was MQ^ricken by the rod. of lore Uboui 
toil, by working at a mecisanic trade until! he was t 
years of age; therefore they faid,-'MMki?i»* 9. Is noi 
ihe carpenter? . Man having eaten the • forbidden 
was doomed to fore laboar, that he (hould eat his I 
with the fweat of his brow, Gen. iii. 19. and to this t 
our Surety fubmitted for iis. Man broke Gcd'scov 
by eating of the tree, therefore his Surety muA die 
tree. Man ictojized a tree^ and pieferred its fruit to < 
favour* therefore his Surety mufl labour, in cutting 
hewing trees mod of his tinie^ — Man lived a life of fin 
and therefore Chrifl mud live a life of labour and for 
he even became a man of forrows, I/a, liii. 3. tha 
roi^ht obtain everJaCling -)oy and confolation. . 

He was Jirlcken by mens reproachful tongues, 1 
and mockeries, being called a glutton^ .'winebibber^ 
diver ^ Samaritan^ hlafphemery a devil ; and 01 
compad widi Z?^/r:^^2/^, the prince of devils. The 
rided him in all his ofHces ; as a prophet^ by biddioj 
prophefy who fmote him ; as a priefiy bidding him 
himfclf, (ince he pretended to fave others; as a 
by putting on him a purple robe, ^ crown of thorni 
g'ving him a mock fceptre. Yea, he endurtd the 
cruel mockings^ and that in the midll of his fliarped ( 
ufjgs and foul -agonkZi w]ic;i be cried ou\ oiv vV!su\ 
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fay ihcy, this man calls for 

Eii, It was not out of i|»no- 

b, but out of malice and dcri- 

the Hebrew Jrin^uage vrcll e- 

i on God, and that A// flj^nified 

p'te, they would reprefcnt him 

/I dying, that he prayed not to 

p. — Me wzs jlrirJ^tr/! by the moil 

ties from men, by fpitting in his 

> die for bLfphcmy again/l God, 

r : By preferring Darrabas, a mur- 

1 porting him between two thieves. 

y was dcfpifed and rejc^cd of man 

the fcourges cf plaited cords on his 
3rns they drove into his head : That 
iigned for torture, as well as deri- 
been only to mock him, a crown of 
;rved the parpofe as well as one of 
ricken by the pincers that pluckt the 
, and by the heavy crofs tree laid on 
s, which he muft carry to Calvary.— 
W four big ircn -nails through his bands 
lis whole weight muft hang. — He was 
Dg heat andthiril, which the wrath of 
cateJ in him, and dried him up like a 
de him cry out, I thirfl; yet oo wine, 
ture that he made mud relieve him at 
ftricksn by a fpear thrud into his fide 
lood, to be fure that no life remaioe^i 
la Lamb) Jet my dearcil blood, mj 
rh.fe loll finners« that their fouls ma 

y the ungrateful behaviour of his ov 
Judas his 'betraying and felling him f 
ce.of a flave : By Peter's denying hi 
iv him not.,. at the temptation of a p< 
)cni forfaking him, and Uavitv^hir 
'es. — iJefides all this , Ue w^ Ji r 
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in his foil!, by the terrible glittering fword of jaRi 
the curfcs of the law, by defcrtion from Cod, by tl: 
of his wrath poured ont on him, which made fearAi) t 
deep wounds, and wide ga(hes in his foul. — Oh, o« 
Surety ^^% Jiricken till he fell to che ground; wa 
whelmed with wr»tb, and covered with blood 
thefe {Irokes our mighty Redeemer was thrown dow 
broken with breach upon breach, till all the fca bill 
divine vengeance went over him. Oh, never wa 
any for row like my dear Saviour's (birow, which 1 
fcred when (Iricken for my (ins ! 

Lord* I am aihamed of the hardnefs and once 
edoefs of my heart at this moving {pelade ' Oh, 
dead earth tremble, the hard rocks rend, the grave 
the heavens turn black at the (ight of a dying Jefus 
ken by the fword of judice \ And (hall not my rbck 
tremble and quake, rend and melt for my Ons> th: 
the caufe of it ? Shall the hiftory of Jofeph in the pi 
me more than that of tJhriil upon the crofs ? Sh 
news uf the tragical death of a friend, or the fuflei 
an acquaintance among the Turks, move me more t 
death nnd fufferings of the innocent Son of God on 
count? Alas, my heart of (lone will neither break m 
till Chrid turn and look on roe as he did on bac 
Peter. Lord, one look from thee can turn tke n 
Jlandlng mjatery and the flint into a fountain of 
One blink of the Spo of Righteoufoefs can rotlt t 
frozen and icy heart in the world. 

O how lovely is my Orickcn and bleeding Jefus 
when bleeding and mangled by my fins, 1 fee hi 
*vjhite and ruddy, and the chief eft among ten th 
£very wound and (Iroke he got doth ftill beautify 
more to me, and make my foul to cry. () my Id 
lovely Jefus \ O how can I fee him fubAitoting hij 
my room, and making himfelf the butt of the ehi 
arrows oi* juHice, and not be ravifhed with his 10v< 
and with the warmeft affeAion to him I And at t] 
e/me filled with for row for my fins, viVncVv ^lo^^^ 
Aaiirokcsjuid wouDds ? Oh, mj fins vfeY« v\vq ^ 
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ad, the nails which pierced his h^nds, and 
ierccd his heart. My iins prcded him down, 
fweat blood in the garden. My foul being 
1, made his foul exceeding forrowful. May 
Tn, and for row for it. 

) I T A T I O N XXV. 

From Gal, ii, 20. 

faith cf the Son cf GocU liJ'TO hveJ me^ 
and gave himf elf for me* 

irable an attainment is the exercife of tm? 
pon ihe great Saviour Jefus Chrift, with an 
perfuafton^ or fpecial application to a man 
to fay, •* I believe and admire his lore t^ 
general, and to me in particular; I trud 
y foul and my etern^ falvation ; I embrace 
ut my whole confidence in him, nisho loved 
nve him/elf for vis /" Surely this is the 
ery one that defires to obey that great corn- 
John iii. 29. (hould aim at, and prefs for, 
le lafl moment and confequence : V Lord^ I 
hcu 7}tine unbelief, 

II not reft in a general beKcf and perfjadon 
)f God in Chrifl, and ofChrifl's ability and 
ave all that come unto him ; but I will ap- 
nd righieoufnefs to myfelf in particular, and 
3ne that loved incy and gave hiivfelf for vie, 
aiing filth is ncceifary to my j'lftiication ; 
ied perfon applijs Cliri(l*s fightccufntfs to 
;. as in Ifn. xly. 24. Surely^ in the Lord 
uffief. As the church, in general, cal!% him 
right ^ouftiffs ; fo T, in paayticular, call ^^^ni 
igJicoi'.fntJ\, I ri\,iVwi \\ \fcv>^^^7i\H^'^vCjo«fc. 
' naked fovA \t\ \Y\\^ xqV^ ^SSL'SxxtV^^-Nj^ 
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upon it. I make ptrfonal and particular appli 
remedy to my ibul's maladies, and draw virti 
This particular appropriation id the adinj 
mofl needful for cleariof, up a believer's cvidei 
filling the foul with joy and peace in believin) 
coming the fears of death, and giving comfc 
hour. And particularly, it conttibutes greati} 
ccmfortable approach to the holv table of the 
it can fay, •' I receive a crucified Chrifl as m 
** go to him as one 'whs love4 vie^ and gave 
*' mc: 1 take the fymbols, atKl feed upon 
" broken for me, and on his blood asfhed fo 
*< accept of thefe as an earnefi and pledge 
•* and feafling ui'th my Saviour for ever." 

A crucified Chrifl, with all his purchafe, 
all the hearers of the gofpel : For Chrift in th 
by his miniftcrs in the gofpel offer, fpeaks to 
one of them ; yea, fpeaks to every Cnner, man 
in particular, as though he called them by i 
name. And every man is bound to take the < 
.home to himfeU, as if he were fo named, anc 
(Ihiid (lands ?.t his door and knocks, faying 
s»ny man will open to me, 1 will come in. 7 
to you^ and to all that are afar off; even t( 
iof tn€ Gdrth, and to the (lout- hearted ; to 
cf raec, to every creature, to them that ha^ 
to the poor, maimed, Blind, naked, wretch 
ircral>le, and to whofoever will come ; To you 
of this falvation ferJ, Chrift doth befcech y 
conciled, and to beware of coming fliort of ih 
tmbeUef; fuch a promife as that, Whofoevcr 
the Son /hall not perifh^ hut have eterna 
that, JVtmthat cometh to me^ 1 iknltin no •u 
Jiefides jnany others; John iii. i6. — vi. 37, 
is, 20. — ^xxii. 17. Prov. viii. 4. Ifa. xlv. a 
-J-.I7, I. Markjcvi. 15. Luke xiv. 21, 22, 23 
—in. 56. — xrn. 26, 47, 2 Cor. v. 20. Heb 

I^oWf feeing the gotpe\ cA\ Mv^<i^« *v& ^ 
^pns, faith which b the echo 0^ xVe ^oS^O^-^ 
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ceivc an offered Chrift, and falvation thro' him, wii!-. 
rticular application to the foul ilwt oelievts. As Chrii; 
lers himftlf, and his purchafe, to every foul in panicu- 
r ; fo faith appropriatts Chrift to the foul itfelf in p.irii* 
lar. And indeed, the life and fwtetncfs of faith lies in 
if- appropriation and applicatory adt, when the foul is 
Jped to lay with Thomas, Thou art viy Lordy and my 
»i; and with the fpoufe. My beloved is ?Ntne, and t 
n bis ; and with David, Thou art tny rocky and the 

9d of 7ny Jalvation. Unbelief would tempt me to 

It away the gofpcl-ofF^r from me, faying, it dotlv not be- 
iig to roe, 1 am not ele^ed, nor dedgned to (liare of 
krift^s purchafe ; he did not lo? e nie, nor die for mc -^ 
Bt in regard fecret things belong to God, my falvation is 
: the (lake, my need of a Saviour is unfpeakable, and the 
Icr is made to me ; I have no time to lofe in difpiuing 
ith the devil and unbelief, but I will go to Chti(l on the 
roand I have. He tells me he curae to favejinnsrs ; I. 
o fure that is my name: he loved enemies ^ that is my 
lae; be received gifts for xh^HieheiliouSt that is my 
ane ; and now I hear the Mafbr calling and inviting me 
ipar.lcular : Therefore, in fpite of the ^levil and unbelief; 
nd all my gnilt, Til go forward, and accept of Chrift ^s 
^ Saviour and my King\ 1*11 truft him with my falva- 
ittJ, and believe he loved me ^ and gave himfelffor vie^ 
ilt and guilty as 1 am, — This eflay to believe. Lord, I 
ttke in tby ftrength, and in obedience to thy command ; 
fat, oh, my mints are weak and fecklefs ! It is only thy 
pint enlightening my mind, and opening up the gofpel- 
all and promife to me, faying. To you is the word of t hit 
thiatioafent ; that determines me to make particular ap- 
feation of thy love offer, by an acceptable appropriating 
ifth : Let my help come from thee, 
'- Lord, my fins are great and namerous ; but, (houkl 
add to them this fin of refufiog the remedy, and putting 
way Chrift's love and blood offered to mc in the gofpel, 
^ woold be greater than all the reft ; fbr fo^ 1 woold 
^ not only my own blood, but vVvt ^Skv ^^ ^-^\^s*A^ 
W'bpon my bead. TKia \ d2Lt^ vi^x ^"^ \ ^vs^ \Br\Ss»^ 

:- '■ I 2 



ICO j§n appropriating Faith 

is at ihc flake, cow the remedy is in my offer, my 
uf it is grent, I cannot delay clofmg with it ; yet a 
U'hiit: and my opportunity is gone, und I inufl cbanj; 
dwelling for ever; and how can I go any where wi 
my Saviour ? Chrifl 1 firull have to teach me, juflif; 
iandify me ; none tlie can do it, c?n him all my help is 
How ihali I go to a communion-table without him \ 
v/ill I go to death without him ? How will 1 go to n^ 
nient-feat without him ? Lord, my cafe is deiperate ' 
out thee ; \<1iercfore 1 accept of thy offer, I belief- 
love, I iiufl io thy merits, 1 apply thy blood, 1 appro] 
thy purchafe, and cry, Aly Lord ttnd wy Cod, I c( 
in a (in -pardoning God, sthd red on his promife u 
through Chrifl's blood and merit, |or life and falvi 
..And though clouds arifc, and he fliould threaten cv 
flay me, yet 1 will truit in him, as cnc tkat loved me 
gave hivjfelffor tne. 

Object. Bat doih not the calling llnners to facb a: 
piiatingadls of faith, encourage the prefumptuous conE 
of hypocrites, to call God their God, like Balaam, K 
xxii. ) 8, and to continue in (la ? Anfvj, No ; tbel 
fpel-calls do encourage Tinners to love God, to repcf 
leave their fins ; for till we believe, and taiie ibiiu 
of God's love to U3, Nve cannot love him, nor turn to 
J John iv, 19. We love him^ becaufe he firji. love 
And the abufe or prtfumptioo of hypocrites mud not 
der the pubJifhing of free gofpel oflcrs and promifcs* 

Again, the appropriating fiiith of believers humbl 
creature, deftroys felf-confidencc, purifies the heart, 
forth the foul* in love to God, 2nd hatred to fio; w; 
the prefumption of hypociitcs hath no fuch cffc^s. 

It is tie dujy then of every man, that hath Chrifl's 
ofFeis tendeied to him, to repent and believe the gof] 
fee his loft fiate in Adam, and his Deed of Chi id, 
well'pleafed with this gofpel-device, receive Chiifl 
his offices, to truft in him as his Saviour, and thei 
believe that his fins are fo/given thtoogh Chrifl'i I 
sind fop.^rfuude and afTure hinifelf that Chrift is hii 
^c died foi him, aod that he fl\uU \\ViK. Vik wodla! 
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I ikough him. This pcHbafion- and aflurance hcinoinoft 
Beoe£iy to the fpiritual life, it is the gieac duty o. cxt.)/ 
Mcto prefs forwards in the a^s ot faiih, until ihcy atiuin 
il,faith being (!i|] weak and lame without it Hui iccio}; 
ttnybeliefers ha?e it not always, through prevailing iluulus 
iBd unbelief, it mull fustly brljng more to the pcrfcilVloa 
cf faiib, than CO the c/Tence of it: Their Ciifeis like that of a 
&ipwreck«d man that hath got h JJ of a pUnk ; he b-iicves 
ibe plank is iiifKcient to be-ir him up, anJ keep him from 
inking; but the blowing dorm, and his own wcaknefs, 
\\makt him doubt if his grip be fafl enough to hold by it. 
• —Indeed, Lord, if thnu didll r.oi take fatter grips of m* 
. thao Ido of thee, my weak- and flippcry -fingered faith, 
' WjU foon let thee go ; but l.trult not m my f-iith, but in 
^ ihy faiihfuineft^ 1 tru(l not in my promifes to thee, but in 
' ihine to me ; that thou wilt never leave me, nur fcrfike 
■ inc. Lord, do as thou hail faid; be it to me accord- 
ing to thy word.. 

MEDITATION XXVI. 

From I John iv, j^. 
We kve him^ becaufe hefirji loved us% 

^1 O reafbn can be given why God loved any of Adam's ; 
H race, but only becaufe he loved us: But goed tea- 
fins can be given why we loved God, both becaufe lie is in- 
finitely lovely in himfelf, and becaufe hefirft loved us, and 
Wi»rc we had any thoughts ot love to him. — O what is 
*r lofc, but a fmall dream that fljws from an 1 rtrurijs 
^0uo to the ocean of his love! dodslove to us is the 
Wee, the incentive, the motive, and moral caofe of our 
'•^ to him. We can ■ never love God, unnl fomc rays 
rf bis crerlafting love break out to us ; for confcience of 
Inlt, and fears of wrath, do rather incline us to hate him, 
.^. flee from him us an enemy,. than to loye him, and 
L 3 , ^\v^* 
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dr V near to him : But the breaking out of the 
God's aniicr.l an»J preventing luve to us in Jef 
makes way fur ihe bi caking the enmity of our he 
brngin^ in the heavenly fire of love to him,. T 
conGdcra ion of God's eternal free love to c 
wr(:tdied, and unlovely creatures and his loi 
iuch a ri.te, as to feck and couit uur love at thi 
of his Son's blood, is the \w^{\ powerful motive in 
to engage and draw out our love to him ; and the 
have of the faith or feeling of this love, the wa 
•xill our love to Tiim be. God's redeeming love 
to men doth obfcure all the feeming glories of il 
MS much as ihc meridian fun doth darken candles \ 
ilres ; and foon convinces us, that there is not 
^ cicferves our affections but Go<\ and Chrifl, No 
tver taflid the fwctmefs of God's love, but finds 
warmed with love to him again. A forgiven fc 
lead his pardon but with tears of hrre and joy : 
there is much love where much is forgiven, li e 
cjcatift! he JirJi l6ved us. 

Lord, at thy call, 1 go to thy table to admire 
t.l*anks for God's preventing love veritcd to m 
council of peace, the covenant of redemption, 
oarnaiion, tl^e death, the blood and righteoufni 
God-Redeemer. O amazing love ! 1 admire it i 
liquity of it ; God's love is from all eternity ; hij 
were long fct upon mnn before he had a bi:ing. 
t\it /ree/,efs and undtfcrvednefs of this love ; i 
nothing in man to engage his love : he faw nothii 
but poverty, debt, impotenjy, and defoimity; 
was fo f;«r from dtferving any love from God, tl 
fcrved all hatitd, as being loathfome and lull ol 
hjving raz^.d out the image of God, and got Sata 
ill its room ! Y^-t, even then, God lortd him fo, 
his d'.aily beloved Son to die for him. O, did 
man wher* uticrly unwonhy of his love ! anc 
we love God, who infinitely deferves all our afFc 
being in himfelf cnc rely amiable, and aUogeth( 
a:jj JiktfWdys as «iXfc?t^ioflate to us, as bt UVo^>:V 
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—Lord Jefos, I admire xh^Jirength and ardency 
OTe ! Many waters of a/HiftioD did not qutnch it, 
\ floods of wrath that went* over thee could not 
t ! Strong w«s that lo^e that made thee engage, 
ried thee through in fufFering the pains both of the 
fecond death in our (tead 1 uh, I am afhamedand 

for my little love to thee i 1 marvel at the 

cy and ftedfafloefs of thy love, tti it it continues firm 
people from everlaiHng to everlaHing ; and that it 
altered by all the unkind returns, provocations, 

atitude thou meetcfl with from them. 1 wondtr 

"ruits aad efFedts of thy love ! O how great ! how 
how numerous 1 Who can vakie or fet them forth ? 
, ** quenching the lire of j-i(Uce, difarming the law 
I curies, bruiHng the ferptnt*s head; paying be« 
'8 debt, obtaining for them regeneration, pardon 
3, peace with God, peace with confcience, peace 
angels, adoption into God's family, j unification, 
iication, all the graces of the Spirit, audience of 
r, growth In grace, comfort in a/Ridlion, a blef- 
00 all providences, perfeverance in holincfs, the 
fry of angels, victory over death, a happy rcfur* 
10, acquittance at the tribunal, the beatific vidon, 
•fcrlafting life !'* Who can decl«ire the loving- 
, of the Lord ? Who can utter bis mighty a^fts ? 
m (hew forth all his praife ? 1 may fooner fathom 
th of the fea, the breadth of the earth, or 'the 
f heaven, than meafure the love of God in Chrift, 
ifeth knowledge ! 

how Iktk do we love him, that loved us firft, and 
s at fuch a rate ! Nay, how unthankful are we 
he indances and fruits of his matchfefs love ! How 
re the returns we make to him for it ! Bcaftonijhed 
rocns at thls^ and be horribly afraid at the ingra- 
: men ! How little do we think on redeeming love, 
>n the propitiation provided by God for our fins ! 
tk do we fpeak of this love, or reconmend it to 
10 know it not ! How do the fniall trifles, and little 
' 6f this world get tuovt ^o^taSxk^JWxNNR.^''^^'^'^^ 
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Chi id's glorious parchafe ! How. lade pains are « 
fecure an iatereft in the bleffed fraia of bit love ! 
unwilling are we to go into the terait of redecmioj 
to renounce a covenant of works* (Uf-nghteoafDcfi 
ling (ios, beloved idols, ifc. How averic are we 
nounce the world, deny felf, and to be debtors wl: 
free grace ! How inclinable are we to fatisfy copfciei 
ter coromiflion of Go by our own doings » conf 
mournings, refolutionsjp ifc. without going to the 
tiation provided by the love of God ! How greai 
liking we have to (in that killed the Lamb of God 
can we fay, we love God that loved us fir ft, when « 
his enemy in our bofom ! thai my head ivere^. «s 
and mine eyes a fountain oft^arSf that I Height wc 
mourn day and night for the ungrateful requitals oft 
of men for the preventing love of God in Cbriil, a 
amazing inflances of it ! 

O that I could'fay, on good ground, and from tl 
torn of my heart, 1 love him that fiifl- loved me,. 
a fincere love to God and Chrifi would be a fure. e^ 
of God-s eternal love to me! O that I had the m. 
this love, and could fay. My meditations of him are ^ 
I place my happinefs in his favour, and the comfor 
ordinances in his prefeoce : 1 rejoice in the flourifh 
his kingdom, and abhor every thing. that is injury 
bim : 1. elleem ;^hri(l the Mfediatopi and gift of G^ 
moft precious, with every thing that belongs to 1 
fall heartily in with the device of redeeming love for 
iinners, and fludy the life of faith on the Son «f G 
renounce my own ri^hteoufr.efs and Arength, and 
alwa;;J to fay, //; the Lordjefus have J my rigktet 
andjirefjgth. Were this the language, of n»y heart, ] 
appeal to himfclf, and fay. Thou that, knoivefi ail i 
kttoiveji that I low thee, and dcfire to render thi 
for love. 

It would be a great fhame for believers, if they 4 

love him tb^at firft loved tliem,. when they uere eDa 

pirn I Surely they cannot be believers without love t 

O.Ior greater and warrant \o^t \o \)^«x ^^v ^^Vi^^4 



engageth us to love him, 105 

Love is the great qualiC ration of the fatDts aboTc ; the 
more lore we have, the liker heaven we are, and the 
ineecer 10 dwell in it. Were it poflible there could be a 
Biaa ia heaven without love» he would reckon the-plac( a 
kII, and the work a torment tu him. It is love that 
ukes fpiritual and heavenly woik delightful ; hence love 
I laid to be the fulfilling of the law. If the lovs of God 
! ID the heart; the hw of God is there alio, and the 
lul is incllnsd to all holy obedience. O may the low: of 
od in Chrtft conllrain me to live to him that died for mc. 
— Have 1 feen the aflonifhing love of God in paiting 
ith his dear Son to fave me P O let that love condraio 

e t6 part with all my (ins and idols for hirn.-^ Have I 

CD the deaf Son's amazing love in bleeding to death on 
e curfed tree, to Aive me from lying in hell for ever f O 
: roe nerer again wittingly walk in the road that leads to 

. Have I feen him (1 niggling in ad agony to open 

xven'i gates for me ? 6 Jet me never turn my back oa 
am, and tell him thereby he might have faved his Ja- 
nr. O let his boandlefs love warm my heart more and 
ore with love to him ! May the charms of his love tri- 
iph over all the charms of fin's pleafures and Satan's de- 
M, and kindle foch a fire of love in my heart, as wiH 
Tn up all my lufls like (lubble. Amen, 

MEDITATION XXVIL 

From PfaL cxxvi. 5. 
They that fow in tears y Jhallreap hi joy. 

n H E fowiog time of God's people is all here, bat 
ii iheir reaping time is but partly here, and far more 
ly hereafter. Here they fow very much in tears; there 
•ced for k : This feed time is the moft promillng of a- 
Men lofc a dry feed- time, but God loves wet feed- 
» beft. A wet iowlng-um^ doi^^^xwci^'t^Vw^^^ 



io6 Soiling in Tears bririgs reaping ^ 

joy, whereas a dry one portends a harvefl oF 
to them that laugh now^ they Jliall'meep. h 
begin v/ith tears, they (haii end with them \ \ 
not now, they (hall weep and wail, and gnafli 

hereafter. Gocjiy weeping is a good (ign 

life. If a child, when born, was heard cry, it 
a legal proof of its living \ hut if not« it is ace 
born or dead. Alas, the number of flill-boTi 
the church is gre.it ! Few are heard cry or fcer 
godly furt, if compared with thefe who do not 
be many who pour out teats on worldly occaili 
on fpiritual accounts. If a child die, we car 
weep OTer. him ; but who mourns for Chrift a: 
fon ? Who weeps for (id that pierced him ? OJ 
are we affedled with the fuiFerings of pur dear 
Our eais are fo accuftomed to the hearing of ( 
bis agonies, his wounds, his blood, his deat 
Are become words of a cc mmon found, and vca 
preffion on as, though they be the mod awful 

• Jhings that ever the wocid heard of. ' 

art prefent at facraments, thou obferved oi 
comeft wiih thy bottle to receive and preferve 
oh, how empty is it of tears, for the moil par 
hearers ! And how few are the tears which ar 
by communicants themfelves ! 

Lord, I am a(hamed of the hardnefs and u 
rcfs of my heart, and the woful drynefs of my 
the rocks about Jerufalem rend fooner at Chri( 
than my rocky heart ? Shall others weep and 
When Chrid's wounds and blood are fet before 
continue ftupid and hardened ? Shall the hide 
in the pit move my heart more than that of Ch 
crofs ? Lord, look upon my (Ibny heart with 
into dreams of penitential tears, give me fu 
thou gaved Peter when he denied thee ; a lo 
caufe me weep, and weep bitterly at the ren: 
my (ins that pierced thee. If I have not open! 
i^viour, farely I have (hamefully forgot him, and 

ID my heart t 1 have bad a deti^ Vv3Ltkd\ti ^\ \i 
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Sowing in Tears brings reaping in Joy. lo*^ 

When my dean Lord was in the gardert fweatiiig blood; 
neither Jew nor Gentile, Judas nor Pilate, were there to 
fcaofe it ; but oh my unbelief, my pride, my carnaliry, my 
hjpocrify, my finful words and adlioDS weie there, and 
vith their wtight prefTed him to the ground, and brought 
bat fearful agony and (weat upon him ! My diilimulation 
vai the traitor's kifs ; my ambition, the thorny ci^)wn ; my 
Irioking up iniquity like w^ter, the portion of gall and vi* 
icgar ; my want of tears, caufed him (hed both tears and 
ilood ; my forfaking God, made him to be forfaken of God ; 
&y foul's being exceeding guilty, made his foul exceeding 
leaf y ! Oh, what means then the hardnefs of my heart, 
ind drynefs of my eyes, when thefe things are fet before 
me ! Is it that weeping is dcfigned for me hereafter, where 
tears (hall never be dried up ? Lord, ftive me, for Chrift's 
Take, from hell's tears, and give grace to prevent them, by 
foviog in tears now iti the proper feafon. 

So long as 1 am in the valley of tears, there are many , 
rofons for fowing the feed of tears * I fee many grounds 
for them : May a glance of them be the means of melting 

ny heart, and filling my eyes with tears. Tears iot 

By woful apoftafy from God in Adam, whereby I am ba- 
niAed from God, have loft his image and countenance, and 

am fallen under his wrath and curfe. T^ars for the wo- 

M corruption of my nature, my enmity againft God, and 
tbe manifold plagues of my heart, as atheifm, ignorance, 

jride, unbelief, hardnefs, hypocrify, formality, ifc, 

Tears for the fins of my life, open and fecret, of omifEon 
ud commifTion, of light and ignorance, which are more in 
iMmber than the hairs of my head, and many of them very 
bdttbus becaufe of fe?eral aggravations; of all which I may 
bate an afiei^ing view, by reading our larger catechifra up- 
on the ten coramHcdraents. T^arr upon the remem- 

T^rance of Chrift's love, in fufTering and dying in my room, 
lo wafli away my C.is, and five me from hell. Surely the 
?fco!ttghts of this love may inflame the coldeft breaft, melt 
W hardeft heart, and' make the dri-ift c^^^Clv^v^w^i^ ^^^ 
*wn with tears, U was iV\\% xWx wi;^.^ >\'i.\>^^?s:^^^'^^'^ 
!y^p(h out fo p\Qm\ic^\\>j vcVv^ v.^x^^'w\^^-- -^^.^^^^^^ 
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io8 Sowing in Tcan Brings reaping in Jk 

were enough to wafh her SaTiour's feet. — Tears fc 
bufc of God's htherly goodncfs, mercy* and pati 
wards me, a finful hell-defcrTtn^ creature. This 
ration melted the prodigaPs heart, and made him c 
thsr^ I have Jinned againjt heaven^ and in tl 
and a9n m more nvorthy to be called thy/on. Dai 
diferved kindnefs made even ^ hard*- hcai ted Saul t 
his voice and weep ; and will not God*s kindnefs, ' 
infinitely greater and frtcr, make me drop fome (Jh 
9t his holy table: — Tears^ becaufc of the frown 
heavenly Father, the tokens of his difplcafurc, h 
tifemcnts, and even his chidlngs and fliakingthe rod 
Thefe will melt the heart of a child whole nature is 
ftnd ingenuous, while the flubbcKn will (land it agai 
ny (Irokes. David, though a man of the greatefl 
againd his enemies ; vet when he faw God was ang 
him in Abfalom's rebellion, he wept like a child be 
enemy while going up Olivet, 2 Sam. xv. 30. anc 

cd to have no courage at all. Again, I ought 

in tears for the difhonours done to God by the fii 
thers ; and efpccially when damnable hereGcs and \ 
mics are vented againfl God. And likeviife tears 
mifcries and perilhing condition of others. And ef] 
Sears of fympathy with God's people in affliflion. 
read of Chrift himfclf, David, Hezckiah, J( liah, 
ah, and other faints, fowing fuch tears. Well th 
this world be called a valley of tears, 

Befides all thefe, it is well plcafing to GoJ when 
tians fow tears of tcndernefs in renewing covena; 
him, in prayer, in hearing the word, in communicati 
commemorating the death and fufferings of Cbrillfc 
fins.. This lafT is a fpecial feafon for fowing tears, a 
ing to Zech. xii. 10. O (liall ' hriftians be more 
of their tears fcr Chrifl, than Chrifl was of his bit 
them ? We cry out againfl the Jews and Romans a! 
hearted men for piercing; Chrifl, and being unconcei 
his /ijftiing^ ; but what fofter arc our hearts, if 1 

ice how our Cns put him iod^3L\\\, 'xt\^t.q\V«. ^tie? 

weep ? Lord, fend Uv; C^iivx \o x^\\c\\ \x\>j Vt.^\\^ 7 



r in Tears brings reaping in Joy. ivp 

ato a ftream of tears for (io» tliat curffd thing 
\d the Lamb of God. O let this be my Weep- 
1 feed-time of tears, that hereafter I may reap 
s» my feed-time is fcrimp and infignificant, (> 
Tfefl be proportioned to it. — Lord, though, I 
1 enougli with Mary to walh thy feet, yet thoa 
loagh to waOi my feet, my heart, my hands* 
i all my daties, and to make me and them ac- 
£if onry to God, To that I may reap id'joy 
pie abofe, and liand there as a. monuiHenc of 
r ever. 

r fowing the precioas feed of tears at coAi'nni- 
have even tiad their reaping times here beloivr* 
and firft- fruits of the fnllJiarreft above. Lord* 
laint both With the fowing and rea^hg of penitent 
his world, that 1 may have good bope> thfoueh 
mng wirh them in the harvdft of glory hcrew- 
: foil enjoyment of God in heaven, eternal coi!fi<- « 
I the glorious Trinity, with the faintflr'and boly^ 
t me know what it is, after afeed-tidie of ^ean, 
in ordinances hcre^Iow, the clearing- of my 
f grace, and the evidences of ny intereft in 
in the well-ordered covenant. Let me r«lp 
) of the light of thy coantenaoce upob rae* 
ut more joy in my heart than worldiio|p liave 
eap com and wine in the greateft plenty. Let 
ame written in heaven before I go thither, that 
nay be joyful in the midft of tears. — '-^Let me 
here new fupplies of grace, ftrength to betr 
refift temputions ; give me gradous returns of 
▼i^lory over my corruptions, that I may fiog 
1, Pfal. cxxxviii. 3. InthedayiuhenlcrM^ 
retifi rue ; and ftrtngtheneSJt ine n^kfirength 
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1 1 o Chrifi*^free Love in 

•MEDITATION XX\ 

From Rev. i. j, 

Unio him that loveJ ust and wajhed us Jrom on 
in his own Btood. 

TH E lofe of Chrift in becomiog man» and (h 
hiy blood to ranfoni and fiiTe finners of mankin 
be tb^ eter.oal foog of the redeemed abo? e ; and why 

they not begin this fong here below ? Norer wa 

iach- matter for foogs of praife as the unfathomable 1 
Jefus. Hif^name is love ; and therefore it is to me a 
loent poured forth. 1*11 remember his love nv>ri 
ulne.. His nature is love, his words and adion 
love ; he-preitched and pradifed love; he lii 
love^. "was fick of love, and died for love. — 
what ■ thoughts (hould I have of this free and 
ferved love of the glorious Son of God, who % 
treated -by no man, and even hated of all men ; yet 
frcf; love, jptreats and u^dertakes for man, faying, 1 
he be my enemy, I'll be both his furety and facrific 
drink the cup of wrath, be made fm and a curfe fo 

ril pour out all my blood and die for him. O han 

.1 fpeak of this aflonifhing love to tby enemies ! Tc 
fpared our lives had been great mercy, but. to give tl 
for ours is love unfpeakable ! — Oh ! Lord, thou haft 
me in my enmity, and loved me! When my liand w: 
cd up again{^ thee, thy arms were open to embrace 

.,Nay, thou had opened' thy loving heart to (helier 

.who trode thfe under foot ! Tby heart burned witl 
to them who cruelly pierced it ! Thy bowels yearn 

, wards thcfe thatraked in them with bloody hands 1 
eternity itfelfVill be Ihort enough to celebrate the | 
of our glorious Immanuel, who loved us, and waft 
from oar fins in hjs own blood. Worthy is our fiaiD I 
ing Lamb of eternal Hallel^ahs from men and angels. 

^i-MJf bean for tbefe new iongs . 
^ Merer wjn there faoh a miracle oC CQ^&tf«ett&ii 
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Jbedding his Blood for us. Ml 

• the Tons of men. as this of the eternal Sonof God» his 
icoming man to fuffer hel! for ihenr and pour out his 
8od to wafh themfiom fin that ki^dUV hcll-iire auilnft 
icm. Glory to the Larab for his fi^e-quenchiftg broodi 
id for bts preventing iQve that kcpr me from feeling of 
is fire !' O how would this lore have affc^ed ine, if jufiicc 
td A:nc me to hell, and kept m: there one year, or one 
aochsOr but one d;iy ! SurcJy one day in hcll-^ould hate rtiadc 
e prise And praife fedccniing love and rcdeemingbioad 
aoother rate than nclw I do. — -Or had I fcen rheditDned 
thcT mifcry defpiuring and without hope I Qrhad I T^tx 
If agomzmg Saviour io Hie {garden fweating blood for fne ; 
rfeca him dying on the crofs, pimttng it out at five biff 
ilia4y to the very lad drop to w^ifh away fin ! O wotrid 
X 1 then have valued the great remedy and falvation be 
BW tenders to me ! -*•- And is not all this which qow I hear 
\ ril^vord, andlbef reprcfemed in die facramc-nt, air 
^> M real and certain, as if I had (eea it with my 

"Attdnow when I go to behold Ch rift dying and blrsding 
l-lhis holy repi efentation, evert ihe L:»nib of God facfi- 
oed and flaughtered for my (ins. Lord, touch my heart 
kit it may be fuitably affe<4ed wiih the fight, fo aWh'tenfc- 
f lb tpve my blefied Saviour,' and to' hare ray'ittffcd fen> 
-O h<iw ftouJiB 1, at this occafion, be tof^red wttif ifflaini , 
liA loath myftlf, who \fjLiK both ptocbT6(tf"\he d^ 6f 
Mftiiy fin, and finned -sgainrt hiidcfalh, bjPflt^ht^tfg' his 
Joodand negle^ing his great fuivation.- — Oh i iam charg^ 
tfeiibth Wltli die ^uilt cf GM.iiP* 0*00.-!, and of nioiyer- 
^Jmy own fo-l. — O pardon and dcliver^'me frovi blood* 
jnlii/teff^ God^ tlou God of iny falvation, 
'MyiuK have indeed filed the biood of Chrifl, but, Lord, 
h>«e n6t the guil:, but the merit of this Hood co me. 
f-rALord,' 'vhat profit is there in my blood ? barely the- 
bildrop of thy dear Son's blood is of more value than a 
tt'Of 'ttmiB. A whole i'ea of it cannot wafh away Ode Go« 
«^ Loid, thou, called me to look unto the Lamb's bleod 
l^f Q|k«ft away the fins of a \vox\d.— 0\v^ *v^ ^\iV<^N«.N^^«A> 
irtp#«rerful to wa(h mc, xViao tivj ^v^'i ^'^t. vi ^"sSiwi^^X 
?^sf: ¥L a ■ ■ ■" ..,.? 

.*-.*;■■ ■• 



112 Chrifl^s free Loeve^ &c. 

Is not its Tirtue at frefh ftili as when ic dropped from bii 
wouDds on the tree, or in t)>i»^dAy when ii cJcaofed 30a 
at once ? Is not thy JSm's blood a fufficieoc (jitislii6iod ifi 
all m^ fins, a ful) price for my redemption ? — O niv fool 
thou, aTt row near the bleHcJ remedy for thy guilt and pol 
ktion ; t!)is is the Only well of falvation, and fountain q 
life I O cAni\ thou fee Chrifl's blood running, and not. de 
file to be bathed in it ! Now the cieaoiing and h.ilinj 
llreaxns run 00 both fides of the t >.bie ; now let me appi 
«Qd Ji^e, let jne -bring all my fores and plagues, to. ]j|i 
Qreams,. my blind eyes^ my deaf oars, my yccak haaiil 
Qiy fec^e knees, my hard heart » my cold aSiUiifiai, Wj^ 
Vobelievn!g and doubting mind, my leproas aod nacldil 
iouJ, LorH^ this .bipod has wafhed away the pIi^M 
Ipcts, and iUins of many thoufands, who are now (ihiifiq 
the Lamb for St ; C>h» let me be joined to the oombci^ 
that 1 may alfo fmg to him that loved and wafhed mw ;; 

O bleeding Lamb, i/ thou 'luilt^ thou carift jmkt m 
J.can\ O let that blood which gulhed from thy beaili)M 
itdej( but drop on my fool, and it will cleanfe me ffW.iU 
fin. — And when thou art pieafed to come to me in the&; 
cramei^t in Hr^arns of blood, O raifc me up, that. I ni} 
meet thee with flreamt of tears, tears of repentaiBce, kvili 
an4 graiit4^de« O let me. not be morq fparing of my Ml 
foif <^hrl^i .^<^ 4^® ^^3 ^^ ^^^ blood for me^ . Davkii 
kiadoefs made even ^ hard-hearted $aul lift up |uS;f|ifl 
and w^ep/nd. wil) not Chrid's kiodnefs, which is infiohdif 
greater, make me drop at Icafl fome filtnt teaii ? 

,0 how dreadful a tbiuft muft it be to rfje^ U^is reoiedyl 
Slurely juflice will not fpate them that trample under foU 
ibe blood of the Son of God : If juHice was inexorabk 
when he, himfelf prayed, Ifii be pofibie, let this cuppAJty 
"how will he fpare me, or hear the cry of thofc who xfLfi 
JfcU blood and facrifice ? How is poiEble that the cup 
wrat)) cart pafs from them who do it \ No, they muft dnol 
it for ever theflifclves ! Lord lave me from rej^ing.tlR 
v^iOod ! i btiiev€, I'Ord^ help viy %nbehef. 




nt Protfiga/yScc. ft-, 

AaT ION XXIX. 

i Luke XV. 1 8, 19. 

dagainji heaven^ and before thte^ 
x*orthy to be called thy Jbn^ make- 

ly I may be aihamed to call thee fo, 
at a dlfobeJieot and QD^Iiaokful child I 
a mort wretched* prodigal ; I left thy. 
9 and went into 3 far country ; f4r froiuf 
i happinefs. Bjc now, Father, behold 
e back as a poor peniti^y tnoarning, and 
. 1 come from a ^9^1 country indeed, I 
.id of (in and darknefs ; 1 come from, the 
, from the very borders of the burning 
h^reature that 1 am, how have I forfaken 
3 of Iivin;g waters ! How fond have 1 been 
is» and in love with illthy puddles ? O the 
fiogenuity, the ingratitude that I hare been 
VQ refilled thy power, defpifcd thy wifdoniy 
goodnefs ! Father of meiciea,,.! o/pw ftf 
iog and bitter it is 10 forfi^k&tligdLord 
IS, I now fee what jndi^oitied'l^^.cloD 
Thy blefTed body was dreadfully lyrorvj? 
rofs, and thy precious blood inhumanly Tp 
s ! But oh 1 have not I occafioncd snt 
w to thee by my manifold fjnt-againfl U 
sy crucifiid thee but once, but I have c 
Xter day I They crucified tbee becaufe f 
but I have known thee ; what thoa a 
n-d of glory ; and what thou art to ft 
ci/ul Father ; yet 1 have continued u 
— O Holy Spirit, 1 have refilled thj 
d thy motions, demolidied tby woil 
ntvcd. But, Lord, icondtiDiK^' 

K3 



The penitent Pndigai : 

aod fee tay mifcry. Oh, vrhH have I £uned by o 
ing ikce ? nothteg but fhame and confufion, fear» 
bJing, and. horror! O what hint had- 1 in theie < 
whereof I am now alhiiraed J 

But» Father, I have heard of thy compaHions i 
^ilcy, when they confefs, and forfake, and turn to 
AVheretorc though 1 am afhamed, like the publican* 
up my eyes to hea?eQ ; yet let me, with hun;bl^ M 
lene, toa.e behind thee weeping, and wafh thy ^et 
my tears, and kifs them. And let me hc^r the ni 
IMidon from thy n)outh. Thou came(t» Lord,, not i 
the. righteoast but ^nners to repentance ; and of t 
Sffl chief. — Lord, 1 am full of difeafes, full of w( 
full of plague- fores, full pf weuknels and infin 
fall of Hds and pollutions. Here, Lord, is work f 
ihoog hand, work for thy wonder-working blooi 
ilretch out thy hand and fave. — blather, I am n& 
'x*oriby ti> be called thy fon^ make me us. one (ffiby 

Jsrvants^ and thou knoweft" no hire, no wages will' 
me but thyfelf ; Lord, give me thyfelf, be then B 
cceding great reward. 

Lord, I am fo vile a creature, that i.may fear tc 
and prefent a petition to thee upon the knce^ and fai 
to come and fit down with thee at thy holy table : I 
it^ptift, a-faint of the firfl magnitude, thought himf 
worthy to floop down and loofe the latchet of thy 
iball I, who am loaden with fms) adventure to tha 
feaftf where angch wait a3 miniflring fpirits. ?— Rat, 

- sQ thy compaiTKn receive mc, that cpmes not to cxcu 
to accufc myfclf, witli eyes caft down, frtijiuig 

•brcaft, with the. publican. Lord ^ be tfterc'ifuS h 

'Jinntr. Tl)6u d^dft gracioudy accept of tfte pah 

. ^^ycr, of Mary Magdalene's tears, tht; faith of ih 

> - on the crois, the repentance oi^Petcr, and of thc( 

cnidfied thee- : By tbcfccinflances of thy niercy, Yl 

;^ouraged to diaw near to thee *, O fend me not awdy^ 
left 1 laint by the way j but faUsfy my needy fouAv 

■hfod of thy h€Avtn}y bancjjiij^; that 1 niay^ receive^ ^ 



(dy hetrmycry, and hide not thy face from mc 
i Mamficb cried to tli««, thou hadlt refped to hit 
' : When t)ie Niniviiei humbled chemfelvcs before 
Ihoa waft intreated; yea, thou inviteKl the mali 
ft and iibrlcrt coloured Hnciers, to come and rcafon 
bee. and afTures them, thou wilt caft out none that 
—Many thoufiuds, who have experienced the truth 
word, are, at this hour, fingiog thy pruil'es, andex- 
ihy fiee grace. Lord, do thou make me alfo a luo- 
t of thy free grace to all eternity. 
I may be a/hamed to fpeak of mercy and grace, who 
I long abufed thy grace, and trampled on the blood 
ouid fave me. O that I could mourn and weep all 
i for it. Oh, what (hail I do with my (lony heart, 
ill not break and melt for abufing God's mercy, and 
log Clirid's blood ! Oh, fliall 1 mourn and weep 
lead corpfe, or departed friend, and not mourn for a 
eatty or for God's departing from me ! Shall the 
)n of God weep, fweat,. and. bleed for us, and wc 
!C(i. for. ottrfelves, or for our fins, thiit pierced his 
^th thorns, his. hands with oails, and his fide with a. 
and his heart.with forrows. Lord Jefus,_ 1 IqoV, to 
T a penitent heart, feeing thou tellefl me, thou art 
I for this, very end, to give repentance to iCrael. . 
dt *wh4it, tJ man that thou ari mindful of hivi ? 
ijitaoi 1, the onworthieft of men, that thou flcyldit 
e to fit with thy childreoLat thy table, who am unr 
^ as a dog to crecpi under it ; yea,, called me to, eat 
nd of angels, who am not worthy to cat ther* bread 
I ? — —Amazing love I that God (hould court thofe 
lienccy whom he can peremptcjily command to its; 
I cafe of difobedieoce, pdniihir.flaDtly in h^U ;. tba|( 
Jd take poor i];&ves, condemned to the prifon of 
lod make, them crowned, kings . in heavr n ; that be . 
not only be willing to dwell in fl^fh, but alfaxo 
this.flclh for our .food ; thai he.(h9uld not oolyfav^ 
I iielJ, but even leaye his throne ia heaYen> and Jofe 
^ on .earth, to enthrone us in his kingdom 1 l^hcfe 
^SJts.of: y^fe> which .flioold eikgajic uajtoiove our 
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1 1 6 The Remembrance ot^ir^^j^Jaw 

Saviour, and moura'for da while We Jive. •^Lord JcTiq 
pity a relenting, returning prodigal, take him home, and 
make him thy fervant for cv^» It is highly )uft» that .1 
(hould offer up myfelf a lij^mg facrifice to my Redeemer 
who offered up hirafelf a dying facrifice fonidy Tedempcidiii 

MEDITATION XXXt^ 

From Smg i. 4. 
TVe will remember thy love, — — " ■• 

I Go, ble/Fed Jefus, at thy call to remember thy fore «iP. 
thy holy table ; thy words have an awful found ifl mf 
ears,,D:; this in remembrance of me, I fee much io tbcm;. 
in obedience to them Til do this in remembrance of thy 
dwelling in flefti; in memory of thy lore that earriedtlMe 
to the manger, to the- garden^ and to the cro6 for me; 
in memory of the infinite price of thy blood which th*».; 
didft (bed ; in memory of the vidlory obtained by iiofff 
the enemies of my foul ; in memory of the deli?efaBCC 
from writh, and the immoital glory thou haft pnrchafcd bf* 
it for me : Thpogh thou didft die and lie in *the grarc, yrt^ 
thy love fhall -ever live in my heart. Glory to tl*c,* 
thou art now alire inHieaTea ; O come and live with me";, 
let never thy love be one mqrnent out of my view. I blefi 
thee for this lading memorifl of thy love, 

I look on this facramqint as no real or proper facrift^ . 
as many do, but only as,a ncprefentation or commemora- 
tik>n of the real facrifice Chrill offered on the crofs, I Ho- 
no more at the Lord's table, than what Ghrift did atit4 
Since he offered no facrifice at the table, neither do Is 
He only did commemorate that facrifice he was going td; 
offer, and the fame, and no more do I. ^ If any (honld fty. 
that Clirirt offered a real facrifice when heinftrtuted tMsft* 
crament, then the oblation on the cro& would have beb^ 
fapssBaous, becAufe finners i^oald have been rcdaeniiMl W '. 
^Jitofthe fapper \Aich went before. 

is? 
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time for a folemn coromemoration of thy 
II 1 be uamiDdful of thy lofe at this fcaft^f 
I fo miodfiil of me at it, made thy tefiameoti 
ind left me precious legacies to caufe me re- 

fuch as life and light, pardon aad peace. 
adftrefigth»^race and glory.— O how hc- 
!roiis and free is* thy love to Anfui worms. I 
nothing to oblige thee ; nothing I'aweft thou 
5 thy love to us ; but much didU thou fee in 
thee agaioQ us. Wiun we were without 
dly iinners«.and eoemies, thou lovedft uip 
us. Creuter love b^tb no fnan thun ihis^ 
U lift far bit friends ; but far greater Joje 
Sy who laid down bis life for his enemies 1 
think of this love ! It had been wonderful 
:1 10 have (looped to be united to a lump of 
rein fuffered for us, though.it could not have 
But, O my fou), here is one more viluabie 
ngelf in heaven, that has flooped to do ic [ 
r madtjlejh^ and d'welt oftun^ ut! When 
e bound oMhe altar, he freely offered hitli'* 
* a facrifice to fatisfy juftice for me ; Faiber^ 
ome^ te do tby nuili-d take delight! 
:his love, O my foul, the Sop of God is be- 
>f roan for thee» that thoumighteft be isifed 
)f a fon of God ! .He that WM infinitely ricliv 
came poor,- that I, a poor naked creatarci^ 
rich and wellcloathed. . How eso I look qb 
I and birth of my Redcemec» aod not re« 
70 with wonder ! Gin 1 belyld the manger^ 
lot adore the love that btought him to fie id 
ow were the circomftaoces of the Heir of 

he ^ame to fojourot on earth, who had ocv^ 
) live in, nor so e((ate to live upon, but muft 
^ the hofpitality of others* and frequently 
try mean 1 Amazing prodigy of divine Jove 1 
dwell in flefli, and gives us his flefh to feed 
:rament 1 He not only pardons our fins, aod 
leV/;. bvit ieavcf his thrOQC m Vxta.f tt»> Vo^«^ 
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his life on earth, and wades through hell to eothroB 
in his kingdom, and make us croti^iied Idogs for ever.- 
Blefled be thjK Lord that gives me- a communion-fabba 
remember this love ! What (hall t render to thee fo 
A day of glad tidings I Thou haft often, on fuch a 
vifited the earth, and watered it, and made it rich 
thy n^owers ! .vfay thy grace and Spirit drop oo us this 
like rain on the mown graft. 

Lord, I am not worthy \% touch the threfhold gi 
boufe, and yet thou caD'ed me to thy uhle ! Not w 
to ilafid among thy fervants, and yet thou wouldft 
me fit with my Redeemer ! Not Worthy to lie at ihy 
ftOol, and yet thou woiildft make my heart thy ihi 
Not worthy to eat the bread of men, and yet thou c 
me to eat the bread of angels 1 O lore worthy to I 
membeied to all generations J Lord, enlighten my 
and gi^e me a clearer view of thy love than ever I got ; 
while I am niufing on it, let the fire born ; O malu 
heart bum within ihe with lore to him ths^t loved us. 

O my foul, conCder the greatnefs of Chrift's lovci 
the cup he drank for thee '. How legible is it in bis 
and prayers, his gro^s and cries, bis agony and i 
his wounds and blood, and all for us ? O let this mat 
love beget in me the warifieH love and aflftdion ti 

that loved us! O let the fire of ChtiA*a love bu 

my lulls and worldly love like flubble ; abd remo^ 
coldnefs of my heart to him I Oh; that I could wee 
terly th^it I cannot bring this vile heart of mine tc 
the Lord Jefus more ! Oh, fhall 1 throw away my affs 
upon every worthltfs objeift, aiKl yet have none fi 
lovelieft ohjedt of the whole creation of God ; and yi 
that would needs- die for me^ to become tny ranfom, 
fice, and atonement ? Is it the charadVer of thefe wl 
Chrift's fpoufe ? Is it the ehara6Ur of the whole ar 
martyrs, and of every believer to love Chiifl, and fhs 

1 love him too ? ©hi the virg'ns love thee, the o 

love thee ; and every one of them cry, O thou nvki 
Ji^ul hvelh ) and /ball not 1 join thefe chafle lovers \ 
l^r /JjsJI/ 1 Ix cxfofed to tire leiriWe'fa^. ol xbeStNi^ 
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rift ? I Cor. zvi. 72* If any man Uve noi thti 
r Chriftt Ut him be anathema^ fuaranatba.-^ 
sould exprefs my love to him io adorations and 
dcfiring his preTencey loving his members, pro- 
kiogdom-onxarthy and longing to be widi him 

.D I T A T I O N XXXI. 

From Ifa. liii. 5. 
was wounded for our tranfgrejjibns. 

amaTmg is tbq love of Crod to falfen man 9 in 
ang a body to be pierced and wounded for him ! 
»(l off the image of his Maker, and becanM a 
ruD»away from God : and, behold ^ his Maker 
im man's im;ige to reftore him again to favour : 
fumes our nature, when at the loweiV, that fo he 
» groan grieve, weep, forrow, fweat, bleed, and 
idone man ; and he did this, to raife him from 
sle ftate, to a happier condition than be was in 
fall. — Had not God become roan, we could not 
yed him fo nearly, fo familiarly as we may do 
le enioyment of God as a Redeemer, a hufbaod, 
is another manner of enjoyment of him than of 
Tcator. Though we ruined ouvfelves, and fiell 
th, yet God, by the incarnation, has recovered 
oade U8 up far above all we had to lofe. But, 
: done, he rou(l not only be man, but he mufl be 
for and by man's (ins ; yea, wounded to death, 
led, before man could be raifed up to live with 

yea innumerable, were the wounds my God Re« 
cetved ^r me; as, by the thoins that pricked 
by the pincers that plucked bis hair, by the 
ftrtoTc aod furrowed his back •, beW^^ ^aft%i^ 
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big wounds made in bb bands and feet by the f6ar taSkf 
and in his fide by the fpeai ; and the many woUods gina 
his foul by the curfes of the law* T>'ow, all thefe woonlfc 
are openeid as fo many mouths to call us to flee onto tixrit 
for fafety from the fword of juflice. — Now tbe)*& wododi 
were uofpeakably painfull being entenomed by onrfinf; 
Ci;ucifying» in itfdfy was an exceeding painful death ; wc 

■' four big nails whereon the body hung, piereed the^moftfi- 
newy and nervous parts of the body, and , confeqpcHtlf 
mof^ fenfible of pain t And hence the Romans' ocpudGBft 
torment by a word borrowed from the crofs ; And nflift 
Cruciate fignify to torment. Thus was our innocent Svrilr 
our wounded on the crofs» cruciate or tormented^ and vL 
to fave us from eternal torments. 

Aflonifhiog fight ! The eternal Son of God whom all \2e 
angels worfiiip, wounded to death, huAg by nails cnll^ 
crofs, tortured .and racked for federal hours ; and, itlpB 
mean tiaie, loaded with reproach and fcorn from thefe be 
died for ! Never fuch a fight as this ! it Hruck teitor i» 
the whole creation. The fun hid its face, and couM not 
behold it, the vail of the. temple rent in twain, the earth 
quaked, the rocks rent, the dead were moved, and their 
grav€||^opened r And even his enemies were (truck with %" 
mazement, and made to (brink, and fay, Trui^ this mms 
m righteous perjon ; this *was the Son of God, mf 
foul, employ all t!iy faculties, all thy thoughts, to (ludfi 
pore, and penetrate into this awful fubjeA ; it deferves the 
profo;inde(l regard and clofed attention : Hence the great 
apoflle determined to (ludy and know nothing but it. 

This amazing tragedy ought to create in ipe the great- 
eft abhorrence of (in, the caufe of it. Never can fin appe*** 
more exceeding Hnful, and hateful, than in the wouoding 
and crucifying of the Son of God. Our tranfgtefiiors WOT* 
the nails and (pear that wounded his facred body, and tbt 
fword that pierced his foul. Thefe were thejodas thatlJp' 
tfayed him, the foldiers thaf^bound him, blindfolded U^ 
niocleed him, the Pilate that condemned him, the exetflr 

t/oners that nailed him xo the curfed tiee; ix.^MwdujJ!^" 
^atput the fword in hi$ enemies hands. Vlt ^**'*|5 
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: for n. All the deridon, mockery, and contempt ; 
K paio, fuffieriog, and (orrow he endured, did proceed 
onr fins; thefe brought him to the crofs, and to tlic 
i.-*-- Let OS then turn our hatred, and difcharge our 
A indignation againft our fins ; let them be our aver- 
ind dread^fbr ever; let me always look on fin, tliat 
fied Chrif(. with horror and trembling. Ne?er fuch 
Ibnce of the ftrldtncfs and feverity of God's juflice, 
rf hn abhorrence of fin as l«rc ! He would not fparc 
ear Son, when he ftood in the loom of finners,not fpare 
one ftripe or wound, when he cried ; but let him 
land die, till fin was fully atoned for ! Can I fee 
tnd not cry, O curfed fin! Murderer of the Son of 
; away with it, away with it • crucify it, crucify it. 
h my foul, fee the evil of (in in the glafs of Chri{l*s 
odi, and fofiferings in his body and foul ! Say, O lin, 
tliift thou done ! Thou had provoked the God of hea- 
to fiery indignation ! Thou haft killed the Prince of 
turned angels into devils, filled the earth with trou- 
and hell with precious fouls ! If any body had killed 
Ruber, would I embrace the murderer, or love the 
;er that was befmeared with his blood ? But what are 
iy relations to nty Lordy my love that nx*as crucified! 
at my eyes were fountains of tears, that I might weep 
and night for my fins that flew my Saviour ! Oh, flony 
t, for fi\ame, become now like wax, and be meitod in 
oidft of my bowels ! Woe's me, that I can gricre no 
ifor my fins. Let me at lea(i revenge my Saviour's 
li upon my fins, and fuffer them no longer to live in me. 
ow dreadful mud the guilt of thefe be who willingly 
our fin, and delight in the murder of our Lord ! It is 
A than to kifs the nails, or to hug the fpear that pier- 
bim. They make that therr joy which made thrift a 
of forrow ! They oiake light of that which made his 
bcavy unto death. Oh, have I feen my Saviour bleed - 
A death by fin, and (hall I live any longer in fin that 
Itted him ? When a temptation to fin is piefcntcd, fliall 
rmpiscc any more, whether Chrift or B'AT\ViV.vA^\AV 
fsrred / myluih denkd, or my Lord ciac\fad\ NN\\«i- 
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ther thcfe fins (hall be forfaken by me, that made Ginft ; 
to be forfaken of God ? \\ hether that fhall be fweet to m^ j 
that was fo bitter and deadly to him ? Oh« was my loid}^ 
Jefus a man of forrows all his life* and fomeriroes made 19 1 
fay, My foul is exceeding for ro^ful i and (hall not T J 
be forry for, and abhor ihele fins that caofed all his for^J 



rows 



O may the believing view of Ch rift's wounds and ftfei|i^£ 
io^s wliich he enduied for my fins, and 10 fave me fra|,| 
that wrath which they deferved, kindle the fire of loveij^J 

loy ibul to Chrifi. Lord, thou art the God that wontM 

anfwer thy people by fire; O pity me, and anfwer ray msg 
ditations and prayers, by kindling the holy fiic ofloTcijH 
my heart ; and let that fire put out the impure fire of mf^ 
lufls and corruptions, and infpire me with holy zeal ana 
a^ivity in thy fervice. Q did ChriA freely gire himfelf tB 
be a fin c ffering for me ; and fhall not 1 give myfelf ■ 
thank-cffering to him P fHirely it is highly reafonable that 1 
fliould offer up niyfdf a living facrifice to my RedcencTi 
v/ho ofFereJ up himftlf a dying lacrifice for my redevp 
tlon. 

MEDITATION XXXU. ' 

From John vi. 51. 

' 1 am the living bread that came down from heaven: 
If any man eat of this breads hcjhall Live for evetm J 

i 

CI H R I S T crucified is our manna ^ or heavenly brcad» - 
y that preferves the life of the foul, and it is only by 
iaith it muft be received and eaten — .^ Bread is a cott* :] 
prehenfive word, including all things necefTary for this life* \ 
fo Chrifi, our fpiriwal bread, is a rooft comprehenfive bW" j 
finjj, including all we want, feeing he is made ofGodt99Sf\ 
cx/^^y^^jnr, r/^^Uffti/hefif fan6lification^ and Tt4f^t^^^'\ 
A gain ^r^ad is the moft ncccffarj ^t^^ te^ 
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, tfld ihe Wiint of it brings ihe greateft mifery ; fo Clirilk 
he mod nccefTity b!eflifi}; to tl]>: fuui, and the wa t of 
I makes a man miTcrabl^ in time, and through eternity. 
I a greater mifery to ha?e no faviour for the foul, xWjLtx 
lave no bread for the b«}dy. ChrKt alone is the bread 
: prefeifea ua from (bul-famine, and nuuri(het!i us to e- 
lal life ; be is th2 bread of life, the living bread. Lord, 
r us evermort this bread. 

bead is called the iliiff and (liy of man's life ; fo Chrid 
leftifFand (lay of our fpiritual life, he upholds our fouls in 
. HeistheilafFthatfaint and weary fouls muft lean to, io 
ig up throngh this wddernefs : yea, Chrid our living 
ad u a ftafFto defend us, and to bent off our ene ..ics, 
1 10 pat all the heliifh holh to light. That was a (Ir-ingc 
HD of one of the Midiaoites, JuJg vii, 13, Behotd^ a 
\t 9f barley bread cauie tumbling into the hoR <?/'Midi- 
I indpnote a tent. Strange ! a piece of bread to 0- 
rtamateBt! Behold this dream made good in the fa - 
meat. The bread there which re prefen IS Chriily when 
eired with faith upon him, will tumble into the hod of 
HI and his lufls, thefe Midianiies who vex us with 
ir wika, ilrike down their tents, and put them all to 
ht. 

Chrift 18 the bread that came down from heaven, of 
ich the Ifraelites manna, that God fcnt mitaculoully 
n heaven, was aa eminent type. That f/ianaa wa9 
d*s free gift to the murmuring and rebellious Ifraelites, 
preletve iheni frojn darving in the defirts where bread 
lid not be had: This Ma/iua wdB a curious grain, that 
deOne bread, with which God furnifhed them plentiluU 
every morning from the clouds, fufHcient 10 fatisfy 
0,000 men. But Chrift, our fpiritual inanna^ doth far 
Del theirs, though he was refembled by theirs in fo.ne 
Dgs. Manna was firfl grinded and beaten, and hakcn' 
ovens, before it was made brewd to them ; and fo the 
in which makes our ordinary bread mud be thredied,. 
I grinded betwixt two milidoncs, and baken by the force 
fire, before wc cat it: So Chrid, the antitype, was 
ihedaod bruifcd, und grinded betwixt ibe ti\M\^tvc^ ^^ 
L 2 ^.\Vv.^. 
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iivine jafllce and our (ins, and alfo roadcd by the £ 
A/rath, that he might be fit bread for Yaviiig die in 
)urrouIs; and all ihis wediould'call to inind, whc 
ke and make ufc of the bread in the holv fupper. 

The liraclitcs vianna came down to them with the 
o Chril(, with the benefits ot his purchafe^- comes to 
:he dews and injkcr.ccs of the holyfpirit. — rThtir wann 
round about their tents, and every nr^an was free to g 
t ; io every man is at freedom 10 gather our bia 

manna. ' he Ilraclites behoved to go out of ihcii 

gather theirs: fo God will have us to go forth, ai 
It pains to get ourfpiritual food. God, who rained 
ia about their tents, could have rained it into their mo 
>ut he loves not to erxourage (loth in his people 
a/ouM have them at all pains to make fure of Chri 
heir portion. As the liraeliies gathered daily, fo we 
»e dully going lo Gftriil, and making ufe of him. As 
gathered tarly in the n^oin'mg, io God would have us 
ng after Chriil in the moining of our lives, 

O how far doth our heavenly manna excel that ( 
Ifraelites ! Theirs but fed the body, and could not pn 
hem from death at lafi ; but our manna feeds the 
ind nourifhes to eternal life, andprclerves all that ea' 
irom eieinal death. — Thtirs fell not on the Sabbath 
nor durd they go to fiek it on that day ; but ours 
^very day, and double on the Sabbath ; and iherefon 
:alls us to double our diligence, in gathering it on th< 
oath. — Their manna continued only in the wildernefs 
leafed when they came to Canaan ; but ours conti 
'br ever, and our fuUeil enjoyment of it is in the hea 
Lanaan ; and therefore all ttue Ifraelites long to be tl 

O how lamentable is their folly, who fpend all 
time and thoughts iq feeking bread to their bodies, a: 
carelefs and indifferent ' about the bread of life tc 
>'ouls ! All their care is to (upport the clay-houfe, b 
rhe foul flarve thUT inhabits it. Oh, it is but (hor 
they can enjoy the bread they are fo concerned for 
\>0())es they mwd fo much, muft foon be meat for w 
\/f/f^ fouh tbeyntg\t€t a prey for ds^ii^ \ 
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Baty whatever othen do, may I be wife to provide the 
ntf bread for my Ibal, aod learn to eat it, uoj^ make ufe 
ftmrbith, and efpecially when I go to the Lord's ta- 
; for without faith we can get no nourirtiment, no life, 
' ffreogth from this heavenly bread : Faith is the nioaili 
t eati the bread of life, and fucks honey out of the rock . 
V, the fpirit of God calls faith or believing, an eating; 
fsfe by it we ta(ie the fweetnefs and excellency of 
tift, and have great fatisfadlion in partaking of ChrKt 
Ihii benefits.- As by eating, our bodies increafe m 
9ig;tfi and ftature; fo by beliering our fouls grow in 
ee and ipiritaal ftrength, to run in God's ways.-— >As by 
idg^ the bread incorporates and becomes one with us ; 
ivoar receiving and applying Chri/l's broken body by faith, 
a inade one with us, and W€ one with him. — As by eating 
Sid, men live upon it, and get fupport and flrength for 
xtiog or journeying; fo believers by looking to, and 
Aofwholly^in the righteoufnefs of Chrifl, and the me- 
ofhis blood, they feed and receive fpi ritual nourifli- 
ac» aod ftrength for their work and warfare, and fo 
tepfogrefs in their journey to Canaan. 
D^at I had a fffiritual bunoer and (harp appetite for 
I bread uf life, and were defiring and longing for it, for 
ifiipport andnourifhmentof my foul, more than a hun- 
rnian doth for bread to his body. A hungry man pe- 
ling for want of bread, would prefer a piece of bread be- 
e many bags of gold, if both weie fet before him, and 
illowed to make his choi(^; fo the awakened foul that 
I his need of Christ, prefers him to a whole world : Give 
iBCver fo much of the world's comforts, he is ftill dif- 
ificd Without Chrid, and fays, what will all thefe thinga 
iline, if my ftarving foul pcriih without Cbrifl the bread 
life? 

t have many arguments to plead with God for thia 
ad; Lord, do not thy free calls and proro'»?s bind thee 
jive me it ? Thou had faid. The; needy ihall not he 

gotten Is not Chrift, the bi'cad from heaven, the 

! gift of God to perilhiog fouls ? And dod thon not in- 
4J!iefc CO come aod eat of it thai have no moT^ qx Y^cit 
1-3 VQ 
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to give for it ? — Lord, thoa hadft compf&on npoo the 
dies cf men wheo they had no bread to cat, and didft 
vide bread for $000 of them by a miracle ; and haft 
Dot as much compalSon to (brviog fouls that are far : 
ptecLOus ? — Lord» thou giveft oatoraJ aflfe^ons to ea 
parents^ and makes them pitiful to their childreo. * 
they cry for bread, fo that they cannot (hut op their b< 
againd them when hungry, nor will they give them a 
JnOead of bread : And will my heavenly Father, w 
infinitely more compaiHonate than the moft tender pai 
refufe the bread of life to ftarving fouls who cry ean 
for it ? Lord, i trufl in thy mercy, and depend 00 thy 
roife. I believe thou wiltft not let a poor hnngry bi 
(larve and fall down at thy door, when there is bre 
nough in thy houfe, and to fpare. O caufe me to Cbg 
the Pfalmift, rfal. xiii. 5. But I have truftedin.tbji 
cji my hi^art fi^aU rejoice in tky f aha lion ^ 
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SACRAMENTAL 

D V I C E S 

FROM 

rious Scripture Texts. 

ADVICE I. 

From Gen. viu i. 
*ie thou and all thy houfe into the ark, 

j7od in his mercy called Noah to come into the 
rk prepared for him and his houHioJd, to fave 
im from drowning in the great deluge ; fo God» 
fpely calls you, O man, to come into the Ark, 
cifiedt which he hath provided for perifhing fin- 
ale them from the -deluge of wrath that is co* 
d hath long forewarned you of it ; oay, the flood' 
ig to rtfe, it is time for thee to Att to this Ark ; 
thcpe is no other way foi thy fafety : The Ark 
ayers, or of thy tears, convictions or reformat- 
not fave thee front it ;. nothing will do it but. 
hrift. 

vbo were out of Noah's ark perifhed in the flood, 
pertfli: who' are out of Chrift. — -Tl«fe of the 
9 who only came near to the Ark, or touched 
* of it, they peu(hed if they did not enter into 
like manner will thefe periJh, who only come 
il fay an outward prof]ei£on». and are not found io 
true faith. 

Ark gave a good account of all that entered into 
!£ of then irar.ioft in the.&ood*» Co vnllChrUl 
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give a good account at the laft day of all that Ij to Uin \if. 
faith : Nooe fhall phick tben out of bis hand ; not ooie df' 
ihem fhall perifh in the deluge of wrath ; C!bri(t w91 pit- 
fem them all fafe to his Father, Bihoid hire mm U aai 

$B§ children thou haft given fne. • " ' 

As Noah*s Ark was acceifible, and had a door io it fir 
people to enter; fo in a crucified Jefus there is a doof^E 
accefs opened, even a door of faith ^ whereby poor " 
of the Gentiles nay Lave acceft to Ghrift, aad tO 'God 
him. Ads xiv. 37. As Paul and Barnabas jelinrfedic 
glad tidings to th^ church, diat ^*^ hadofeneda 
faith unto the Gentiles ; io we Gentile finners ihonld 
ly receive the news. Glory 10 God in the higheft. 
pening this door of faith, and keeping it flill opep -to^ 
rifhing finners. . ^" 

Come then, G Gentile f.nner^ enter in by this dtwr W* 
the Ark, and lodge thy foul within it, that thou majlMie' 
fafe from the flood of wratl: that is ccxmin^f upeo thenir 
godly world. God forbid you be found hovering wJllNlbt 
the Ark, nntil the flood come and wafh you off fraiUw 
very (ides of it. O how difmal and cutting will the AeN^ 
be to you through all eternity, that yoa was fo near dMk 
and within a ftep of the Ark, npH rnmriimrt nmrhiftW' 
and yet never entered into it ! How fad will it be ta fSJIh 
like the thief upon the crofs, with a Saviour at yoor tt^^ 
and to fink into hell betwix^the arms of mercy ftreKbit. 
forth to fave yon ! Now, poor, foul, the Ark is near yA^ 
See to it with fpeed; behold, for yoor enconragenes^, 
there is a window opened ia the fide of the Ark, andaN^ 
cy's hand is put fortli to take in (helterlefs doves who cscib 
to it. Now is the time to beliir yoorielf, to ebme iMO tla- 
Ark without xklay, and fo prevent your perilling iBT.lfe' 
flood for ever. 

J^. 'Whatfhallldotogetintoihe Ark; /^ai/f/, aorif* 
cificdjefos? 

A. I . Be lik« Noah's dove which be feat forth, fte thit 
you find no red for the fole of your foot any. where dft|. 
- fvro your back upon all oihet Afks aif men's- devifing,'^' 
wrt all i0/uffideDt ta fate )ov>ttoiatk^tK»A\ VtAuc^siM^ 
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of the abfolate mercy of God out of Ghrift, feeing he 
ires a crucified Jdus to be the only channel of his mer- 
-Make not an ark of church-privileges, as your good 
nion. adroiffioQ to fealing ordinances, ijc, for the Ark 
lot fave Shiloh, nor the altar's horns fave Joab. nor 
temple fate Jerufalem. — Make not an Ark of yoor 
, knowledge, prayers, duties, moral honefty, or felf- 
:eournefs ; for the flood, when it comes > »/iil dafh ail 
I in pieces. Suppofe thefe of the old world had. built 
r (hips as like th£ A^rk .s poffible, or had fled to high 
n of their own contiiving, the. deluge would have de- 
td them all ; there was no fafety for them but in No« 
Ark alone : So whatever arks you devife to fave yoQ 
I wratb, if a crucified Chrift, the ark of God*s build* 
|w flighted, the flood will fweep away all your own 
t^ .9s iht refuge of lies ^ Ifa. xxviii. 17. 
Hft Labour to be thoroughly convinced of your mife- 
rli^-out of the ark ; and, in a deep fenfe of your ne- 
[J of getting into it» break prefently over all the bars 
hindrances which the devil cafts in your way to ftop 
- eatry into the ark, as unbelief, dnful pleafores, world* 
1^9 prefumptuous hopes, carnal company, diverflons, 
ifbreak refolutely through all thefe to the Ark, as Da- 
r three mightjr men brake through the ho(l of the Phi- 
tes to the well of Bethlehem : Surely your arguments 
feing it are far flronger than theirs. 
ily^ Approve heartily the whole contrivance of God*s 
in all its rooms 'and (lories : Approve Chrid crucified 
is perfon, natures, oftices, and relations, in his (late of 
illation and exaltation : Accept of him in them all ; fub* 
« to the whole new covenant-fcheme, ^ a device wor- 
of God and of infinite wifdom ; confent to the great 
and defign of it, namely, that fdf be debafed, and 
: grace eternally magnified. 

diy^ Be frequently eflaying faith's flight unto the Ark, 
to the window in the fide of it; make earned mints, 
Noab*8 relllefs dove, to get in; fay oft, like David, 
. Ivt 6t that 1 had *iuings like a d^i-oie^ for <^t\\ L 
idjij anvay and be at reft . \ >Nti>M\«Swxw\N\ ^^^-^^ 
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from the flood, and lodfre my foul this minute id one ofik 
rooms of the Ark . Believing is a work you fliould be 0^' 
eflaying, and though you cannot believe with (aving fut^l 
yet believe as you can, looking to God for moreHfeojtb ' 
You cannot pray, pralfe, or ho&ify the Sabbath aright, fii\ 
you aim at thefe duties as you can; fo in like manner 
honcfl mints at believing and flying to Chrift} and aii 
bis flrenpth to apply his blood, every man to his own 
in particular, by an appropriating faith (corrtfpondiDg' 
the free gofpcl-ofTer) and taking home the remedy as 
own ; depending (!ill upon thefpirit's grace, <bho will 
fail thefe who truft in him, but affift them in making fa^ 
application. 

St6/y, Be willing to part with every thing that 
compete with Gcd's Ark, however fpecious or plaofiblt 
(hew it may have. Renounce the old covenant^ aod 
lurking places about mount Sinai, for in none of thefe JOI^ 
can find fafety. Abhor your own righteoufnefs for an 
whatever fliape it appear in ; and embrace him alone for fti 
who is f/?e Lor J our righteoufneft. His righteoufoeb 
ly is fpoilefs, pertedl, and law -biding. 

6///y, Make a furrender of yourfelf, and all yoo 
to Jefus Chrif}, to be difpofed of by him as he pleafetb; 
willing to fuffer the lofs of all things for him, yea, 
all things lofs and dung that you may win to the Arkj 
be found therein when the fiood cometh. 



A D V I C E II. ^ > 

From Rev, iii. 2t>. 
Behold IJiandat the door and knock.-^ 

LOST finner, I bring you good tidings ; the etenflj! 
Son of God hath undertaken a long journey, aflidea* 
dured great fufferings to purchafe falvation for thee ! A 
dcjwfurchafe it is, dear hath it coft him 10 oVkXaan vil Mti 
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ath brought ii the length of thy door, and there « 
CJirUl IS flindiag knocking, and faying, Tkis day 
'■ is come to this houfd^door^ open and take it in. 
san you rcAife, O (inner, to take in Chnirs pur- 
Iration. when Chrifl hath come with it to thy ve- 
evcD the door of thy heart : Behold lie Hands at 
locks for entrance i Open, open, i;c. 
rguments for your opening are (Irong and many : 
(liider at whofe door Chrid doth Hand, even at the 
» cvtature infinitely below him. — Oh ! it is at a 
door, that hath nothing to entertain ChriH with 
enters ! yet, faith he, open to roe, and T will uring 
on with me, and make thee a rich feafl. — It is at 
of a pool Lazarus, that is all full of ulcers and 
et, faith ChriH, opao and I will bring in the balm 
I, a plaifter of my blood, for healing all your fores ; 
8 codly as it is, it (hall cod you nothing. — It is 
he door of an enemy, a mortd enemy, that Chrid 
you have fpoke ill of him, thought ill oi him, and 
:o him ; you have affionted him, wounded him, 
ed his traitors and murderers ; yet, faith Chrifli 
id hearken to the offers and terms of reconciliation 
have purchafed for you with my blood ; they are 
srifing and fafe, eafy and honourable. — It is at the 
>>tan*s (laves that Chrid dands, thefe who have 
I drudging at his work, and feeding upon his husks; 
1 Chrid, Open to me, and I will fet you at ii berty, 
e you God's free men and children . Why then 
not open and receive him joyfully ? O (inner, dand 
at Chrid*s condefcending goodnefs, in (landing at 
of fuch a fmocky cottage, fo ill fwept, and out of 
Good reafon have you to cry out. Lord I a?n not 
thou Jhouldji come under my roof \ but, fee- 
1 humbled thyfelf to vifit the unworthy in fuch a 
come in, and but fpeak the word, and the houfe 
:lean(ed, difeafes healed, grievances rcdreded, and 
made happy. It is highly your intered then to o* 
^oor, aod welcome in your Savloui, ^'Vvi &i»A.'^ 
ks for a€cc/s, 

1. H^' 
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2. Agaio, codSder who it is chat ftaods at vod 
i — It is even the King' 9f glory ^ a King of innniti 
and majefty ! And viill not yen lift up the gatct < 
fouls to this King ? Were it but an earthly king thai 
ed at youi door, yon would foon open anu recei 
yea, count it a great honour chat you had fnch a p 
your houfe ; but what are clay kings to ibe King ij 
to tht Prince nf the kings of the earth? to cm 
Immanmelf the gUrious Plant of Renown^ the / 
the elcA world ? Who then would not caft the gat 
open to fnch a glorious King ? — Again, he is ttf e 
ing Father, and the Father of aJl believers, thai 
and knocks ! A Father full of *pity, that follows i 
prodigal children, and invites them to return to hita 
will not a child open the duor to his father ? Can ] 
in your heart to keep your compaiTionate father ftai 
your door?— Nay, further, it is yoor hc(bai 
knocks, a loving hufband, that hath fufff red much 1 
caufe : and will not an affe^ionate fpoufe open al 
her hufband ? — Moreover it is your phyftcian that 
who brings healing medicines for all your difea 
which he hath cored many thoufands before noi 
will not a fick and dying man let in fuch a phyGciai 
pen, O (inner, why will you die \ 

3, Confider Chrift^s patience and long-fufFering 
door ; he doth not knock and then go away as one 
rent whether you open or not ; no, he knocks and 
flill ; he (lands and knocks again, and that after n 
pulfes ! No beggar wanting an alms would (land (b 
our doors, as Chrift (lands at a beggar's door, not 
to take from him, but want! op, to give un|o himi 
wonder at his goodnefs and long- patience ! Behold' 
hath a thro&e of glory to (it on, and ten thoufanf 
ten thoufaod to bow before him, is willing, O & 
(hnd at thy door ! Yea, he (lands whiHl thou d2 
the bofom ofthy.lufls. — He (lands without, whill 
nefflfes are let in and aWowtd \o ^{kU the bed f«jj 
J/c ftinds at the door wh\US^twv\*\«x\tk, -wA ^ 

fj chair ! O wondeif u\ ^auti«fc \ "tVw OkC^* 
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r affironis aod repulfes, an4 after feeiDg enemies preferred 
fore him, Hiould continue to (land at your door and 
lock ! But, O finner, do not try his patience too much* 
)r provoke him too lon^ ; for, obferre th^ text, he now 
ands, he !• 00 his feet ready to go away ; the knock will 
e gifen that will prove the lad, and thou knowed not but 
ic prefent knock may be it; do not then delay to open one 
XMBent longer. 

IV. Conlider Chrift's earneft defire to be let into your 
leatt ; he not only (lands at the door, but he knocks, yea, 
loocks loud, and knocks often, to convince you of his 
eameflnefs. Many a loud knock doth he give, by his calls 
Hid invitations in hi^ word, Come unto pie^ open unto me^ 
Ink unto me. Many a knock gives he by his promifes to 
yon, 1 will come in, I will fup with you, I will eafe you, 

beal you, enlighten you, manifeft royfelf to you, isc, 

Many a knock gives he by his threatenings of wrath and 
^geance againd thefe who (hat tb^r doors againd him. 
kltny a knock gives he by your own confcience, and bf 
A own fpirit raidng convidions, inclinations, defires, and 

Hirpofes within your heart to bring you to a Saviour. 

Ind many a rap and knock doth he give at your door on 
Krament occafions. Then it is he knocks aloud with his 
iiiltd hands and pierced feet, and (lands at your door with 
lii wounds open, his blood dreaming, and his garmeots 
Ijed with blood : and all this to (hew his earnedncfs co be 
ctinto your heart. — Open then to Chrid, O finner, while 
le is knocking ; be afiared he will not knock always ; this 
Biay podibly be tie lad day of the fpirit's knocks and dri* 
p with thee ; fo that if you rcfufe to open at this pre« 
t knock, God may drike you dead and feofeiefs all your 
^_^»dap a feal on the door that it diall Q^ver open ; you 
iff^'htkv minivers knock after thisj^. iHitjiiver hear God*& 
(liit knock again; and Wo unto you if^ depart fr en 

m; Remember, O man, for as many knockt as GM' 

lltcK. at your door, he keeps an exa<5l account of iMib 4!1» 
}^ wM reckon them ^11 up to you at the ]ad^mem-(eat« 
Isfl cfiAyou i{)ink he will optn VvescitVL ^ ^wk ^^».v "^^w* 
Adflt optti yQur heart to Wm ^wh V \to^ ti»s \** ^"^ 
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^'ill be as deaf to you hereafter, as yourt is to' 
Read and believe that terrible wordi Prov^ t. 

ADVICE III. 

From Rev. ili. 20. 

Jf any man hear my voice, and cfen the 
iviil came'andfup with him, 

GR '^^ A T and precious are the promifes wK 
n>akes to them who iiearkcn to his voic 
gofpcl-cffers, and open their hearts to receive hi 
fertd to them in all his offices \ 1 wiH come in, 
all the benefits of my purcbafe uifh me to ent 
feafl that foul, even pardon, peace, light, life, 
glory. 

I, Obferve, the duty called for, is to kea 
votce^ and open the dior to him, that is, to ej 
embrace his free gofpel-cifevs, and heartily to ac 
the gofpcl-metl:oti of a finner*s reconciliation and 
tion thro' the righteoufnels of our glorious Jmrna. 
vill'Dgly receive and fubmit to hirti as our Troph 
and King. What is the preaching of the gofpcl, b 
charming voice calling loil finners heme to himf 
What is it, but Chiifl's following them with i 
ahd iiitieaties to come to him and live ? This' 
voice which he would have finners to hear, come 
tho'thcy generally refufe to do it ! Ob, what c 
malefactor would refufe to hear the voice of his 
offering him his Ufe, as condemned finrcrs do ? J< 
Te fwitt not come to me that ye might have life, 
hold, after many rcfufals, he follows his ofFen 
gaments, ft rong arguments, to prevail with (inner 
ter the greateft obltinacy he is loath to break off 
with them, Hof. xi. 8. Hoiv Jhall I give tl 
ff'rgifH? Why /wiUyoti die ? What reafon cai 
/ii^f/ujingilfe^^ or for chufing death ? 



to all who 0*^^*- f /".»?. 13^ 

fe, who it \z :•: ' '" " -^r, 

ir doors i^ / .: . . .n- 

articalar To. . ^i men ; ic is o.:\ .■) i. * . iic 
•r the gofpel, '/'nny fnan iv(U as^*r m. . .v, 
? i/jir, faith (]hi (I, / nviil couic in. It uny 
w'«, be he o'aI niiii 01 vo'?n;» mm, / wjl' o uc 
grcateft flnner, iho nio.i ciimfon coloir d Iin- 
n, 1 will come in, i'ny nan ; it" thefwcirtr 
f the fab'jath- breaker, S I'.'c .iir.iiiercr, if ths 
r ti.e unclean, ifthe^hicf, ii tiie ciieut, if the 
nockcr, if the prayerlcfs mao» if t!.*^ ma^ that 
od gocUinefs uill open to me, / >< .'./ corns In 
b him, O what encouragement doth rl ii word, 
, give to every (inner to fly to Chrift ! U .'ny 
er be be, wli^tever he hath done, if ^z will 
:, receive me in the gofpel -offers, I will conic 

rve, Chrifl requires finners to open the dcor. 
come in to teacii them ; however unable tlicy 
leir duty, they roa(t mint, and ufe all mciins 
i look up to him for ilrengtb. He will hav« 
confeot, and the foul made willing to receive 
;a cad open the door, Of en it wide, receive 
y, receive him without ufeivc, open before 
O'Uaved gates ^ not the wicker, or one leaf 
3tb leaves of the door. Let Ciiriil have the 
\ confent of the foul, and abundant entiance 
lere are fome refolving to open the door, to 
:rs perhaps are beginning to open it, O let. 
t in doing. With Ibme the door is half open, 
ey (lop. They are almofl, but n >t altogether 
O almod ChriOian, why do you halt ? Why 
lofe all the pains you have been at \ A 
rould cad the door wide open, and make you 
r ChrilHan. Go then a little futther, O (inner,: 
foul. Open to Chri(i all the powers and fa- 
»ur foul. Open to him fully here, as you would 
jpen frccJy to yoa hereafter. Oh, wV\a.\. tiN«.ww 
•0 Chrill ouly by halves ? tlie haif-<.2^ik Aoc^ ^ 
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Will be fcady to go to again, and alas, if fo, it may i,, . 
open for the future. Let it be your cmicerh ifitti to |pi| 
Uttle further than the almoft CAriftianfBDd rtBt' — 
£ur begirvninj»s. 

IV. Obfervc, hcfw great the advantage ia oixfftm^ 
door to Chrifi : Why ? IVill come in to tbe hdofe,' 
he, CTCD the friend of (innerf, thfc Ktiig of glory will ( 
10, the bed guefl that ever came in to a poor man's I 
How hoRourabIe» how profiuble, bow bap|yf and I 
nuft fuch a vifit be I — j^. For whaV end will Ghrifl < 
in ? ^. He will come in to enlighten the honfe $ hi - 
foul i& a dark duog«on while Cbrift is Ihut out: A ^ 
come in to adortv and enrich the foal with i!ie oraai 
and trealurcs of his grace: he will come in to reign in. f 
foul, and pull down the tyrant that hath long oppreft yo^ 
A% ID the text, he will come in and fup with yon: 
caufe you to fup with him : And becaafe you haf^ no tl»1 
ting provifion in the houfe, he will bring it with him: ;ial] 
Q how rare are Chrifl's dainties, his hidden maiUMTi^tte] 
fruits of the tree of life, the grapes of Canaan, the 
that comes down firom hea^^en ! How excellent is the i 
ter of life ? One drop of it would be an everlafting fm 
in thy foul, %hat would keep thee from thirfting aficr I 
creature any more. What a rich feaft are the graces of ll 
fpirit quickened to a lively exercife i What a bleft feaftlj 
pardon of fin, peace uith juflice, peace with the law, 
intereft in Chrift*s purchafc, intimations of Chriit*S I 
gofpel-promifes applied, communion with.God, views. of fl 
ternal life, well-grounded hopes of immortal glory I tM 
O how predous and delicate are thefe gofpel -rarities «^^ 
are fet before you on the comirunion table, and (A 
tendered to every one that opens the door to ChriftI ^ 
would not welcome fuch a giv^d that brings fuch gh 
providon with him ? Had poor finners (ptritual app^^ j 
(hurpered for Chrift's feaft, there would not be fi> i 
fhut doors again(l him. 

V. Obferve, how fokmnly Chfsft offers thefe ^ 
b?e/rwf:3 to yoOf wirb a behold I ft and ^ &c Chrift - 
wjta€/Jc$ upoo it, wimcffes againil the rtfufct^ \ 
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iSeTs, and witnefs for me how kind and bountiful my of- 
raare to Adam'^s rebellious children ! Behold ye miniflers, 
d witnefs againfl thefe who (hut me out ! Behold ye 
met and timber of the houfe^ ye elements and commu- 
oa-tablies, bear witnefs for me, and againfl them ! Behold 
I tellow communicants and hearers, bear witnefs one a- 
littft another that 1 knocked, 1 called, I knocked loud, 
kdocked long, but ye kept your doors bolted againfl me. 
-it is a. melancholy thought for thefe who are miniders 
ipDtert'ain, that they will one day be brought in as wit* 
ifTei againft tbofe who (hut out tbeir Saviour ; but when 
kUtd, they muf): witnefs againd fuch, though never fo 
w to them now, that Chrid called, but they refufed ; 
t made kind and large offers, but they regarded them 
OK. O'then let every foul fet about fweeping and wa(h- 
igall the roomSy and cad open all the doors, as wide as 
ny can» to the Kmg of glory, and receive him with ac- 
laiBitiob and praife. Take the crown off the head o£ 
% and put it on the head of Chridy afcribing all the glo* 
i^of your (alvation to bim^ and nothing to free-will or 

Mr own doings. 

• 

▼♦♦♦♦ ir ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦'♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
ADVICE IV. 

From Prov.^ ix. 5. 
OBRr, eat rf my hrcad^ and drink of the wine, &c« 

rt BR I S T if the mfi/dbm of God^ who bath made rich 
4>> proviiion for entertaining his people, and hath (et it 
efcur them in the ordlnailce of ttje I!«ord's fupper, even 
^if trucifiedt with all the fruits of his purchafe. His 
gll if meat indeed y and his bioed drink indeed. The 
iniwe.fead upon are ^rdon and peace ^ right eoufnefs 
^4pace^ the affurance of Cod's love» the confolati^ns 
^wj^irit^ theprontifes efthggefpel^ and all the ear- 
Mb'ttil pledget of cuiiva\ \\(« Tq ^dusia^VfisS^^^vKv^i^ 
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fopls are invited, to feed by faith upon thefe proi 
C hrift hath prepared for them. appT^ing them to .1 
felves, and taking the comfort of them. 

Bread and ivine are chofen as fit rerr.-mblances < 
fpirirual ftaft. As bread and wine ferve to prefen 
natural life, and to flrengtben and cheer us when we 
fainring', fo Chrifl crucified, apprehended by faith, 
ferves our fpiritual Jife, and procures eternal life, fl 
thens weak believers, and cheers drooping fouls. — 
bread and wine incorporate with our bodies ; fo CHr 
his fpirit dwells in us, and we -by faith and love dv 
him. — As bread and wine fatisfy oor hunger and -thirl 
thefe, who by faith lay hold and paHake of Cfa'riil'i 
and blood, fhall no more hunger or t^jjurft after ei 
things. — Bread is the niofl necefTary thiiig in the ^ 
Iience called the flafF of bread, it upholds our live 
rhrifl is the mercy of mercies, the mofl ufefii^ and ne 

ry blefling to prefcrve our ftarving fouls. Chrift 

fhff of bread indeed to believing communicants, afia£ 
fupports you, a flaff that defends you, a fluff that wit 
cflF all your enemies : If you take hold of this ft 
faith, it will rout and put all your foes to i 
There is no bread like this ! / am the bread of Uft^ 
Chrift. 

We read. Judges vli. 13, of a dream of one of th 
dlaniiifh hofl ; he dreamed when Gideon was coming 
them, that a cake of barley-bread came tumbling ini 
hod of Midian, and fmote a tent that it fell to the gr 
Strange ! A piece of bread overturn a tent 1 Behold tl 
terpretation of that dream, in the holy facrament ! H 
piece of bread, if eaten by faith, that will invade th 
dianitifli ho(! of the devil, and the lufls of the flefli, 
down all their tents, and put them to flight. Gome 
cat of this bread belicvingly, and take faith'§ view of C 
body reprefented by it, as bruited and broken by jo« 
this uill weaken their power, and lurR ydur hearts 
thtm, a^cl make you refclvc that thefe enemies of, 
fhall rot live in your foul. If the fight c^f Qefar's"! 
rode /ifcen/id tb^ Romsokt ugmIX tL^ niMidtnu wb 
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iun; much more a fight of Chri{{*s woandft and bruifes itk 
the facrament, fliould excite you to hate and kill fin, and 
revenge Chrift's death npon this cruel marderen 
Again, would you have flrength for your wildemefs« 

Gvney, and for the temptations and trials you meet with, 
ore you have occafion of another facrament ? Come eat 
aftbis bread that (Irengtheneth the hearts of men. — Here 
it food Diore fubftantial, durable, and nourifhing, than R« 
Kjah'i cake baken on the coals, and his crufe of water pro- 
Tided for him by the angel ; and yet it i; faid, he nr^iz/ in 
Xhtfirtngth of that meat 40 days and 40 nights^ until he 
me to Horeb the '-ount of God, i Kings xix.. 7.8, There 
ftefiDd Elijah twice wakened by the angel, that he mighr 
like a double meal, arife and eat ^ for thy journey is long .* 
lot God may be faying to thee, O chriflian traveller, arife 
IDd eat, awake O faith, awake O fpiritual appetite, thy 
JQoney may be long : take a good meal, yon know not 
vibiit bills you have to climh, what winds and florms may 
UovJu'thy face, before another occafion of this fort : Sa- 
4l'l ftorm may blow, and death's florm may blow, fo that 
ynmay not (ee another table like this, till you come to> 
tjie mount of God above. — This is the fame bread the glo* 
lifad fiiints do feed on in heaven. Chrift is the manna 
Alt came down from heaven to feed perifhing fouls. The 
lirieHtes manna was a type of Chrift. and hence called 
i^intiuaihread, i Cor. x. 4. . 
"Vr The manna W!a4 freely given to them, and fell every 
atoning round their tern's, and all of them were at free- 
doai.to gather it, and there was enough for the whole 
flnp; fo Chrift is God's free gift, and in him is a fulneft 
^.gtace for the whole believing world, and every gofpeN 
IMst^ fnfe to gather it, though indeed the morning of 
W^lk^i^ the jDpft proper gathering time. . There was 
flMliOnal of this manna preferved in the ark ; fo is there 
|bQliftJo.ihe Lasix's fupper^as the food of our fouls. — 
l|llPi9fiyiit ground in a mill, or beaten in a mortar and ba- 
ll b M orpn t>cfofe it was fit for food; fo Chrift was 
'^'^^i^d ground by his fufierinps, and fcorched in the 
* pMJ^ Fat|)er*| wuV^, \\\ai \« tNi^^\ \i!ws»R.^ 
' «Ad fit food foi oat Co>3\«* ^ 
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Bm Chnd crttciiic4- iniimtcly exccFs the IfraeKiV an 
■a: Theirs was peculiar ta themfeUet ; bar Chrift ii (9lf( 
to both Jews and Geotilea : Theira ceafed when thef c 
to Canaan ; bat oun oontinues for .e««r, and ift J . 
moft falJy in the Canaan above : Theirs only j^tritt^ 
natural life ; but ours gives a fpiritnal and eternal iife> 
come then, eat of this heavenly bread, when fes before i 
in plenty, with hunger and defire« blefing God for it, uy^ 
ing, Lord^ evermore give us tkis brehd: Gome wilhfpii 
tual appetites and purified hearts. The Ifraeliiea^fl 
was laid op in the ark, and kept in a pure goklen -pot, • 
te»ch you to cleaofeyjour hearts fromHEn and odrrs^' 
that they may be fit to lodgie Jefut " Qhrift'oar ' 
manna. If the veflels whtch^pontain the racrameatai' ( 
were foul or polluted, you would oenfure it af moft 
cent; but much more unbecoming is it, to roceive Ghril|i 
into a foul heart. ■• >' ^ 

Come to this table with humility, and a^ deep iinfetf 
your ill-defervings, acknowledging, that the leaA cniid^tf 
this bread will be a great mercy to fuch an unwonKj^'^tcif ^ 
tore i Truths Lord, I am a dog, file and poUuM^ ff. 
the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from the cbilditai li^\ 
Ble ! May I plead for a crumb for thy free mercies faht^i 
€>h, I am unworthy of the common bread that is fei^fMl 
my own table, much more of the heavenly bytad- tham 
fet upon thioe ! Inilead of bread thoia mayft ^tt a^iloM^k 
inftead of a fraile, a frown; iafleadofthecofi^ of^ilwJiMrf 
teflament, thou mayd put a cop of wrath and tM»AUog^ ^ 
my hand : But thy free grace, and large offers, ^naofax^ ^ 
me to wait and hope, that tite needy Jhali ifor be'Jfhr/M^ ; 
e^d the expelfatiM tf the poor Jhali mrpt^Jh. ^ . ' ■< ^ 

Gome with a lively' faith tortcdve and ettt,'arit'ifllijM* 
' the bread of life, bnt alio tD receive the br^adi cbi^lM 
your Immanoel in perfon, add make ufe of hini* ili|^'i^; 

officesi Comfe eat wifth lovc' and thank fiEilntiA,-H0|WK 

that was willing to bebeattn, bruifed, gfOondyandflMI^ 
cd, that he might bcbread for mxtrifhrng of flar 
Receive this bread of heaven thankft^ly as a 
it/dBog, whiqb iiiM^fraateditaU^bdUEmii^ 
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ined dowQ manna frora hcafen ipon the Ifrai^* 
b he rabcd down fire and brimftone on Sodom aa4 
ah; . . 

ADVICE V. 

From dn. xlv. 4. 

•Come near to me, lam Jofeph yourbrother^ 
luhom you/old^ " ■ ■ 

EPH was an eminent type of Chrift; though he 
hated, fold, and cruelly ufed by his brethren ; yet ' 
iof ed them, forgaf<e them, and kid oat himfelf for 
refervation and happtnefs.-*-- -Though Chrift be 
heaven and earth ; yet, O believing commnnt*' 
le owns himfelf as your brother, bone ofysur hone^ 
h of your fitjh, ; nay, he is not alhamed to caU 
threa, Co till my brethren^ faid he, to Mary, Mat. 
o. Though you be mean and low, and Chrift highlyt 
vet his exaltation doth not caufe him forget his poor 
below ; he flili owns them as his brethren. He is 
be elder brother, and heir of all things ; yet he is 
to adopt his younger brethren into his right, and 
em joiat-heirs with him of the inheritance above; 
:ph was molt condefcending to his poor brethren^ 
he was Lord over ail the land ; fo is Chrift. At 
I not know Jofeph, until he told them, / am Jofcpk 
other : fo neither do we know Chrift, until he dif- 
imfelf to us. As Joieph. feemed to deal rooghif 
t brethren at firft, to make them'remember the in- 
ley did him ; yet in the mean time he loved them» 
sm food ; and afterwards fpoke kindly to them : So 
,t firft takes ways to humble his people, and make 
nflble of their fin ; yet at the fame time he fecretly 
s them, and at length brings in confolation to them, 
J sm Jefus your broihor^ it it 1^ \>e -r^a aS^"'^^ 
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Come near to t/ie^ faid Jofeph lo a kind and familiar wij tl -^ 
his brethren ; fo Chrift faith to yoiH draw near to me wk^. 
a (incere beait, and I will mani^ft myfelf uoto yoa, ail 
loving, brother. 

But if you would have the gracious iotimatioM oThii &•' 
Tour, you mufl fird be humbled for the wrongs ypu hife 
done him. You have dealt treacheroufly and inhumaaelj' 
with Chrift, as Jacob's fons did with their brother JoTcpli: 
fhefe fold their brother for twenty pieces of filver; bMi 
ah ! have not fome of you fold Jcfus, younbrotfaeri Ar 
Icfs, even for fome vile lull or fi)ih.y pleafure? Nay, hiftj 
you not murdered him by your fins ? As Cain flew hb' 
nocent brother openly in the field ; fo your fins ba?e Ofd"- 
ly nailed Jefus to the crofs, in tb^ fields wtthoul Jembf 
lem, and (hed his bldod like water on the ground. O buff 
can you anfwer for fuch horrid cruelty to your ionococ 
brother ? How can you look him in the face, after aH yM 
hare done againfl him ? What feeling have you of the is* 
juries you have done him ? Are you deeply humbleds aad 
heartily grieved for them -^ Then I have goodoewi.to tdl 
you, you have to do with a moft loving and forgiving bft* 
ther : though you have betrayed him, fold him, woumM* 
him, murdered him; yet he is willing to forget and forg^ 
all to the humble penitent: C§we near to me^ faith be»i^ 
4!7n Jofeph your brother^ (land not at a diAaoee, bl( 
come near me by faith and prayer, embrace me in the fit* 
cramenty and I will give you a fealed pardon of all yoor 
crimes ; I will give you all the good things of the land, fat 
excelling the richeA fiuits of Egypt, even my own body 
and blood, with all the fpiritual and eternal bleiBogi por- 
chafed thereby. 1 

Chjtii}, But alas, I have dealt fo bafely and treadier* \ 
oufly with my brother Jofeph, I have no confidence to go* | 
and meet him, I am afraid he frown on me. ^nj. He j 
has irdted good ground to do it, jitlie is full of bowelt# j 
tendernefs, and pity to peoLttnts, and n ofl leady toforgivCr 
Let me advife you to imitate Jacob when going to meetUi-;: 
brother Efiu, whofe v/tavU V\t Nti^j ToxxOcv^^xt^dwli hk \ 
carried pi ef eots alongft w'wh Vum xoViva \>v&JKi«» WSwt, 
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you uke prefents with you ; fuch as, i . A bro* 
ite» and humble heart ; a broken heart he nDill 

. 2. Take faith with you, and the ftronger 

J be the more a^eeable prefent to Chrift ; put a 
ind confidence in his blood and bowels, bode and 
ioeia on him, like the woman of Canaan, Truih^ 
m a dog, but dcg as I am, I may plead for a 
sing thy faithful word warrants me to do it ; this 
m that poor creature was fo acceptable to Chrifl. 
Immediately anfwered. nuoman, great is thy 
it unto thee even as thou nuilty Matth. jcv. 28. 
idtb you a firm purpofe and refolution, in the 
* your brother, not betray or wound him any 
I (eal a covenant with him upon thefe terms. 4* 
\ you a Gncere heart and purpofe of imitating your 
nd (ludyiflg conformity to :him. Learn of vie^ 
'or / am Meek and lo*wly in heart, Thcfe pre- 
dbe mod acceptable to your grieved and offended 
But feeing you have nothing of your own, cry, 
e them firft to me, and I'll offer them unto 

qondefcenfion is this, that Chiid, the King o£ 
ould fay to all believers, ye are my brethren and 
iTho would not defire to (hnd in this honourable 
:o an earthly King, and far more to the King of 
iToold we have him then for our brother to own 
ur, and fympathize with us in i\\ our troubles ; 
Jiwith embrace and clofe with him by faith, as 
ered to us in the rich, large, and free otTers of the 
nd then the reIat;on is .prcfently made up, O 
:ing and alluring is that word, I am Jefus your 
It (houJd conquer the mod ilubborn will, and 
ry unbelieving heart to receive Idm like Thonias> 
my Lord and %Hy C&d, 

very believer in diftreCs come like the bee, and 
-y from this flower, I am Jeii>s your brother, B^ 
id, it is y. Do not mrftake me for an enemy in 
y dealings wiih you ; it is I your brother, that 
a no bawj. It -is i that bvcs you, aud \a\<i ^^tk 
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my life for yoa ; it is t, who by my blolod parcfaiifed fan 
lied afflidions to you, to work for yoor good. It n 1 1 
doth all things well, aod Lave infimce wifdom and lofi 
order and dire^every difpeDfatioA for yourintereft and ban 
It was I that fwate blood for j^ou in the garden, Uras Tpil 
. and buffeted in the high-prieft's hall, and oail«l for yoi 
the crofs, and all to pnrchafe eternal happineft and^ 
for my afflided brethren. I am Jefos yoor brother, 
h»ld 7ny hands and my feet. It is I that died and rdea) 
fbr you, and have afcended to my Father and yonr ftil 
to my God and your God ; add have gone up to prepai 
place for you. his I that (it at the helm, and aflptf 
given to me. It is I that am faithful^ and true, I have 
fame tender heart and yearning bowefs for you I had 
cirth. It is I that never failed aby that trufled in me. 
is Jefus your brother who am dill the fame yeflerdayi 
day, and for ever. Be not afraid in trouble, i{ is I j 
dear frietvd and brother; come near to "me in the daily 
ercife of faith. Come near and clofe to me at my ttl 
and take a narrow look to my five big wounds, and- di 
confolation from them. Behold the two woundi ill 
hands, and the two wounds in my feet, which were ■ 
to bring you back from hell to heaven. Behold 1 1 
wound in my (ide, and look into my heart, and fee it pi 
ing with love, and do not quellioo your brother's low 
you any more. 



ADVICE VI. 

From Matth. xxii. 2. 
A certain king made a marriage for bisfonm ' 

TH E gofpel -covenant, or covenant ^of grace ii 
maniage-covenant betwixt Chrifl and belicTcai 
/arprjfing manigc this is, and yet a marriage oC God.'i a 
^/TTg. Wonderful ! The |;reat God la conttsti Wi^ " 
^^'^ yon ia marriage to fkllen Adam*a dla«j]fcfttT^ ^ 
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come a flive tothede^il! Yta, he hath drawn up the 
Btra^, ?nd all theariiclis of it. Cbrifi t he bridegroom 
th chearfuily fuWcribcd the contr.idl, he dipt the pen io 
1 own blood on the crpfs, and put his hand to it in the 
jw of God, angels, men, ar.d all the world. Now the 
idcgroom wants your confent to the marriage-contra^, 
d he hath long been courting you to fubfcribe It : Some 
you have often been purpoied to do it, yea, t:iken the 
D'in your hand, but, upon fome fmall temptation, have 
>pc and thrown by the pen. This day Chrift haihfetjt 
rft with you to conclude the bargain, and his ambafTadorjr 
I come, in his name, to fpread the contr?^ before you 
ih all its articles. Well then," rxfili ytu ^0 ^Ith 
ts man ? Will you put your hand to the ccotrafl ? 
O finners, you have no reafon to be fhy in this matter,^ 
a have^nothing to be vain of, you are mean born, of 
w eztra^ ; you are loathforae lepers, you are deformed, 
ack, and have no beauty; you are -cripples, cannot 
ilk, unlefs Chrifl lift you ; you are drowned m debt, ma- 
'old fcores hath Chriil to dear for V9u, if he m<itch >%ith 
•a. O \^ho would mate love to Inch a wretched crea* 
re! Yet, behold, here is one that is fairer than the fons 
men, of the blood -royaT of heaven, the heir of all 
inj^s, courting you ! Be aRonifl^.ed, O ye heavens, at thip 
atch ! One infinitely rich, with a beggar, the heir of 
iaven with the heir of hell, the beauty of heaven arid 
iith with a deformed n^gro ! But if the bridegroom be 
)otent, why fhould you'liick ? Can you give any reafon 
•r your ^refufal or delay ! Now the God of heaven is fet- 
ig tryd with you to conclude this blefTed bargain with ycu 
hia table, and calling you there to fign and feal a mar- 
ige-contra6l with his Son, and that before all theperfons ci 
ic glorious Trinity, before the ele^ angels, before Chrifl's 
bbafladors, and before all the congregation, witncfies 
ereto. There have been many meetings heretofore, a- 
iQt this grand affair, to no'cffeft : The world, Satan, and 
P;' flefti have formerly broke off the treaty ; fotUid u* 
*tf,' *tWt they do it this day. O ^^^«x>^^«. W%^^v^^ ^'^ 
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hd. Thib may be the laA tr^ft, the laft cfier ChriA 
make ; it may be now or oever vrilh >oa. Lay yd : 
hand to your hcait then, and confiucr wcU before yoa n *■ 
fufe. ^ : 

Come take arother view of this beaatiful hri(kmci 
that is in your cffcr Behold how delicate hii compiadj ; 
is, /:c is mhite ana ruddy^ white in regard of hit vmK • 
cence, ruddy in his bloody paiEon. O how peerlefs ii % r 
perfon! Huw ravi/hing his beauty i How charniDg M >\ 
voice ! How (lately his goings ! How flagrant are fai8|ii 1 
rrents! They (mell ofaJoes» myrrh and caifia! Seird ic 
all the world, yon cannot find his equal. One glimpfct < 
him is enough to raTjfh men and angels; hisiocki,, 
black and bujhy as the rav€ny his lips are like " 
dropping jixeet'/melling myrrb^his legs as pillars efm$!t\ 
hie Jet upon jockets of fine gold ; his countenance is as I#"J 
lanony excellent ^s the cedars ^yea^ he is altogether /d 
ly ! Now, can you rtfufe fiich a lovely perfon, elp 
when you think how he loved you, fo as to fufier t ( 
and bloody death for you, and to fend his portraiture viAi 
the marks of his wounds to be put ic your hands at his I 
table, and all to win year heart I Come view, andremdn-^ 
ber the many wounds he received /or you, by the 
which pierced his head, by the pincers that plucked Ul| 
)iair, by the fcourges that tore Lis back, by the nails 1 
pierced his hands and feet, ond by the fpear that opcadl 
his fide ! SuieJy tbefe wounds do not mar bis beauty 
the eye of faith; nay, though he be all over woainkd^l 
mangled, and bleeding, yet to a believer he is dill nvhite tad" 
ruddy f the chief eft among ten thoufands^ fairer thea^..M\^ 
the fons cf nien^ ray, and all the Sons of God too. .^^y.- .^ 

Certainly il>e bridegroom aiuft be xo earneft, 
comes in his niarciage-xobcs to win backward hearts^ 
he puts un his dyed garments, and is red In his i,^ 
when he diiplays his glory, brings themarriage*cootraftlf :■* 
his hand, fpreads it on the coirmonion-table» and caUsjl «. 
who love him to fign k. O that fnany were made iriliinft^ 
/a a dii^^of his fewer, to go into all t!bt axucVei of dp^ 
^jrr/isf^'corccaat, fd/ing, My heart » honi cwk\«ft>V^ 
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e nia.i Ckriit, that won^!erf^l man^ I confent to all 
tUt be is my Lord f.iJ 'iv OoJ, myglorioas ///r- 
; mf bifhvid is w.-, ..if .1/; v;-. ^left, I 
;ilow partical-irly u- .it he i'..";jr-.? >? m-. p. «" of the 
, t^u I may di»lir.aiy cloi. .v::L iv-ui . w'a/u. i^^^ 
lave yo«i, i. Convinced of yoar (inking ur.d perilh- 
I, while Yoa ftand upon the old bottom of a cove- 
works; and willing to leave' it, and leap from ii, 
ive tD a covenant of grace, and a borrowed rigiite- 

ior all the ground of your hope. 2 ■ He would 

a humoled and grieved for your long fl'ghtin;; his 
ers by by your un:>clief, and for your preferring S-i- 

odgcry to his fervice. 3. Give up with all othev 

ind thefe that would rival it with Chrid, I'uch as lin, 
rid, and the law ; Self-righteoufnefs mufl be re* 
i and parted with ; you mult break league with all 
( eoemies.— — 4. Accept of Jelus Chriil as your 
J» receive him in all his offices, re/l and depend on 

oe lor righteoufDefs, flrengthy and faivation, 5. 

ray yoarielves, foul and body to Chrift, refi^^-n your 
his will* and furrendtir all yoa have to his dilpofal. 
• Refolre and tow, in Chrift's ftreogth, to crucify 
walk with him in all the ways of new obedience. «- 
;age to be tme and faithful to your husband, and ne- 

retra^. 8. Keep up the remembrance of your 

i't coming at the laft day to folemnize the marriage, 
£ yon home to himfelf, and be always in readinels 
orth to meet him, I'be bridegroom is ready long 
lad will foon rend thefe clouds to meet yoa. in the 
' fend his angels to bring you up to him ; Therc'^ 
|r alfo ready ^ 
doth he delay his coming ? What ftopt the 
his chariot ? Surely it is not becaufe he is ua- 
but becaufe you are nut ready. Ail the ele^ are 
t brought in to him, and he is determined mnt to 
Be of them. O then be providing for the maitiage- 
i proper furniture, robes, jewels, rings and oma* 
again/l the time that Chri(t and yoti take u^ houfe 
r ia bcsren. Bs fare to go to Chr'ift fot tNt\^ \i\^- 

N a ' tii^ 



of your p)cQilliing. fot ughitonQ^^^^Aoi for all the gf4C|| 

of tK*t C^iTiU In iHe n^can linie, laJte home wUh yi 

the aurri4gc-c otradi, ih^ ptecioas promifcs wbich Chnl 
ha^b fiibiL:tibed with his blood, B^ often lock^iDBbtai^ 
and viewing ycHir biid*'gr^ani*s Kiiftd-writ andcD^^^g^i 
His ^rici.1^ is fjir and bea.iitkti.1 | Jet not Satan or uni^ 
call bloia upon it to d^Jace i:; k«p it fair and legiblcj ai 
draw nil your comiom from hi your hnibatid i& fai^M< 
and wiU keep hil word. 

A D V I C K VIL 

From Lam. L i2, 

^/iej/i and/ee, the Lord hath qffUn^dme m tk day f 

Wl T H far betttf ground may Chrill nuke pfe of lb«f^ 
wordi of hi 9 cUurch, and call as to bcWd his Mi 
fcrings for ih uodtr the fierce anger of God, in the. ^*; 
when // pUjfcd the Lurd u hruffi htm^ and put himi 
grh/\t\ OUT rtead, ffa, Uil. ro* Maoy ihiags ^vd he fu&l 
from men and devtk - but, his a^Bidians and brQifts fr 
the 1.11 mediate hicd of God* taking vengeance hi ^ 
dc3s fio3, were hr more hea^y, His fool- fuiferi ogs wef« 
the mo/l affliaipg of aU others. Let every commtutJClSil 
behold, fee, and con fide r ihtfewiih fuiuble affections. 

Behold oot »nly the buifeiingSp fcourginga, womidiegSn 
and cruel mockings your lovely Jefus endured frcir> mzl^^ 
the inilrumtDts o£God*3 juivice j btjt efpccially ^^'''*«^ 
Offered in hU ftul by the defeuion or deceliaion of g 
the Fdther, whereby the gracious influence i*nd comMl 
from ihe divine to the bunion nature of Chrift were fafpeut 
ed for a tiia^ and a black doud of wrath otenffhelinel 
. hrm, fo that no light appeared to him ; whici made bi«i 
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fiiffifirig under GcJf'j fierce Anger, ti^cp 

tiRK h« had a torrent of wrath flowing in up- 
, and the nu)(l dreadful impreifions of his fii- 
and the law's cur(<:, which Fell upon hitn for 
irhen he was made a curfe for us, that ic catfc 
t of fore amazement, «oo(ternation, and terri- 
od imo a fweat of blood. The fire of wrath* 
faul affeded his body fo, that it dried up hit 
mnifture as a'potflif rd, and made his tongoe 
jaws. ' He held his peace under aU his i'uf- 
1 men, and opened not his mouth ; but when- 
diate wrath fell heavily on him, tl\en he cried 
id", he put up prayers and fuppUcatioyis^rjiitb 
1 and tears ^ Hcb. v. 7, Yet God would not 
or abate him one ftripe or farthing of the dsbi; 
lever fo loud, juttice was inexorable ; he muit 

►d fee the great /;/fwrr/?v^/ fubftitute in your 
ad ; God ading againll him as an inexorable 
3vah ruoH'n;; upon him as a giant, not only 

his countenance, and al! feeling of h'« loring- 
m him, but making him the butt of his enve- 
v«; and not be filled with admiration at Chrid'g 
►rrow for yoyr fins, which brought fuchattorni 
)n him !— O how fad were the bruifes ! EIow 
le wounds !■ How wide the gsihes ! and how 
blows he got from the fword of judice for our 
fword was not du!l-or flccpy, but fjrlilh-d and 

ly juflice to the execution O how heavy 

lows our' fuscty^^r^t from this awakened fv/ord 
n iiiOethfet/tane^ which made Kafiul ey^cjcd" 
u/, and put him ia a dreadful agony and bloo- 
-Behold and fee how patieni'y he drank the 
of God's wrath for you, tht P'-ifan nvf.:'ri'r.f' 
'/ fpiriis. and made his blood to boil in his 
M\(\ thro* his body, cloaths and all ! Jlc f ./ute 
' outward fiic or heat, and bled v.ihoui any 
>und \ Bihcid his garnrr^.riW dyed- rod, nnd 

and ^r,i/s where he la^ all b-:kiewed ^\\v his 

fd I iJeiioJd him Lrokra w\\V\ VnVas,\\ v^- 
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on breach^ iilt dl t)ie feabiilaws of divine ireageaDoe i 
ofer him ; fo that he jltPto the ground, was cori 
with blood, and overwnelfiied wuh wrath ! Kehold 
fee, if there be any forrpw hke hit forcow* ! 

It U iaid Ala> k xif. 33.- ^r hgan to ht fort apu 

And very heavy ! Whicb ihe^s what a load and pf cfib 

wrath his fcul lay under, that put him in an agony 

Aijl iocreafed more and more, like the .waters in £zei 

TifTon, dill deeper and deeper, from theandes to the k 

Vll they became waters to Iwim in, yea fwelkd into \ 

cean that would have overwhelmed the whole elc& «> 

Into this ocean our bleffed Jonah was willing to be thi 

for our fake, and io it he continued to fwim until he bro 

every ek£l foul fafe afliorc-— — It is recorded of Abn 

when offering his facr;fice, Gen. xv. 12. That in I 

^enifjg^ loan horror of great darknefs fell upon him. 

was verified much more of Chrifl in the evening btfor 

pafHon in the garden : There a terrible horror of 

darknefs fell upon Chrid's foul, which made him eu 

ing heavy, and fore amazed, at the profp^A of the 1 

wrath that was coming roiling upon him, while the F; 

was hiding his face from him. O how great uasth* 

guifh of (chad's mind at this time, when he found hi 

prtfTcd and hruiftd betwixt the millione of God'j ji 

and our fins? Which prciTure made him fweat wi 

heat, arid bleed without wcuiid ! Ah! the fire, tlie 

the woui ds uere inward, even in his ioul! O comr 

Cirts, behold and fee Chrifl 's foi rows for you, no 

can be more acceptabie to Chiiit tfian, of^ta'to mo 

thereon with adnuratioq and love. If any of you ba 

a hand, or even a finger, in defending or reicuiny 

friend from an enemy, you wruld expt:d he. woo' 

ever mindful of the favour, and never forget yon, -I 

what is th2;tto the fuSierio^s of .the Son of God for 

lie hath left cot a hanc^, but his hearjt-blood« yes 

f»\o'jr and c< untenance of God for yoo fcr- a time 1^ 

\\\% glcricus ihrone. 10 heaven, and (looped ta bec< 

jj.ar, a poor niMii SLirvxh «! fcrrcws, a deferred mat 

M dw w»n iar yc\jL. ^ay, he was\tiU)r^u>\itis 
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cnfe for yon. aad to uke on a dreadful load of wratk 
vpn ha ioDOOent fouly yea infinitely more than any damn- 
ed /oul in hell can bear ;' and to fwim long in a Tea of 
wrtth to faf e you from perUhing in it. Let the farprifing 
lore of Gbriit fill your foul with wooder» and kindle a 
luK of lore in yoor foul to him. 

Again* meditate on Chrift's forrows, with deep forro'^ 
ftr fio, the canfe thereof. Believe that amazing word, 
iLliii. 6« He was nuQunded for our tranfgr^ffions^ ht 
mi hruifcdfor our iniquities. Let the found of it ne- 
Kf go oat of your ears ; fay^ Oh ! my fins were the 
4oni which pierced his head, the nails which pierced 
Ui bands* and the fpear which pierced his fide. My cur- 
fed fias pot the Lord of life to a cruel death, they wound- 
d hun more than all his otlier enemies. When my 
dear Lord was in the garden, no Judas, no Pilate, no Jew 
Bor Gentile was there, to caufe bis amazing horror of foul* 
lad Us fieiiTful fweat of blood \ but, oh, my unbelief, my 
pride, my camaluy, my hypocrify, and other fins were 
tbere, and with their weight prefied him to the groucd, 
nd bronght that agony and fweat upon him. Oh, that 
■y bead were waters, that I might weep a flood of tears 
ttt my fins J 

hiftljt Abhor fin as the greateft evil, and neyer bare: 
C|^t thoughts of it any more : Can you behold your ago- 
febing SaTioor under a burden of wrath, and hear him 
MpplainiDg of the burning heat and third which the fire 
tf jgAice created within him I Can you fee* the great drops 
itf blood ftanding above his garments ! Can you hear his* 
Mts and roaring? under the bruifes and anguifh of his foul,, 
*M,aoi be convinced of the evil and demerit of fin ! Can 
ttt fit light npoo your ibnl which fat fo heavy upon 
CbiS's foul i O what defpierate malignity muft there be 
M that, which could not be expiated without fuch a coftly 
^ctifice ! Look on th«m as fools who make a fpoit of fin^ 
^vbicb coft the Son of Ciod fo much foul- travail and inward 
^or: Never yield any more to the temptaticns of (in, 
^Uch cod fo dear, before it could b: forgiven. 
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ADVICE VUL 

From Mattb. xxvi. I2.. 

ney were exceeding forrowfui, an J bggaji.every em 
to /ay, Lord, is it I ? - 

IT was a commendable exerdH; of Chrifl's difcipks, br 
fore partaking of ihe Holy Sapper, to be fearchio^ 
themfelTes, and looking inward with a holy rufplcioi Ofoo, 
their own hearty, efptcially when- Cbrift had toldthienj^ 
there was a traitor among them, aoci at the fame lin^ 
looking up to him that is oninifcieDt, to ailiil them 10 the 
fearch, faying. Lord, is it I ? Am 1 the traitor ? ^^^ 
I betray my dear Lord and Saviour ? Ah ! every one of 
us have within us traitcrous hearts to Jcfus Chrifl, and 
have reafon to fufped ootfelves as they did, and acknow* 
ledge we have many eDemies of Chrift lodged in oat bo- 
foms, fuch as unbeliefs . hypocrify, pride^ malice^ eno.j^ 
ambition, 'UJorldUncJsy athelfi/i, 'wanderings from Ctdf 
hachtvardnefs to duty, &c. by which we have betra){ed 

Jcfus Ghrift. And as the difciples, when fcarchiog. 

themfelves ''Jicre exceeding for r<ywful \ fo ou^ht webefcifl 
we partake : and good reafon have we for it, when wc r«- 
fleft upon our former ouiJt and treacherous dealing with 
Cod, and when we. conSd^r the prefsnt dcceitfolncAi vA- 
viefperate wickedncfs of our hearts* and that they are it 
ready to betray Chrift as ever ; yci^, that there is hypocrj; 
fy and treachery in our hearts" a'gaifjft Gbrift which wc W* 
not yet difcovered* Upon all which accounts, we haK 
ground, with the difciples, loht ey^cc^din^ forroyjful* . 
Now is the time, O .communicants, to fearch und tt^ 
mine yourfelves, and to be excccciing^ forro-.vfal for the 
many traiterous wounds you have given Cbrill by breaking 
buth tables of the liw,^ and,cyery. command therc.Ti;bj 
finning againft li«ht and confcicnce, againft mtTa^SDj^ 
jc/^j,^/Tjects, K'^rnings and repiools, coafeUioiA ^a^i^xi^^tk 
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aathankfiilaelt for redeeming IoTe» oeglectiog gofpcl- 
n» not luring and refting apoo a crucified Jef us, not 
Mintiog all things lofs and dung for him ; not delight- 
in atrending his ordinances, and in remembering his 
5 ia the Holy Supper.— —O how treacherous have your 
ns been to Cbrift J haw bk>od-thirily have your (ins 
Q agaioft him. iapreffinghim down in the garden, io 
ling him to the curfed tree ! How are you able to look 
Gcthiemane or GoIgotha» with unconcerned hearts or 
l^eyes ! Were obt your fins ihe piincipal aAors in that 
rrid traged/? Thefc,' to be fure, were the traitr>rr, 
lich, by the haods of Ja^as, delivered op Jefus to be 
idfied: What west Pilate, the Jews ^ or Romahs, but 
I execatiooeis of your (ins f - Who put the f word in 
bee hands? Who raifed the tempelt'of wra^h agaidfl 
sr Sorety ? Oh ! it was your fins. Blame none fo 
Kh u them ; they were the Judas that betrayed him, 
e Herod that mocked him, the Pilatd that condemned- 
n, and the foldier that pierced him ; will you not then 
ixcee</iwg forranv/ui for your traiterous hearts and 
lody ins ? CouM they ever been guilty of a more hor- 
; oime than mofdefihg th^ Lord of glory ? O (httl! the 
ts about Jerufalem rend afunder, the earth tremble 
i (hake, the fun vail its face, and * the whole heavens 
ton a Biouraing habit, when Chrift fuffered foc'ypur fins i 
idihail you the criminals, who defer ved all this pUnilhment^ 
nd QDaflTrficd ^ O what ftopid hearts mud you have, if 
ey do not mourn for your (ins which brought on fuch'. 
oiUes tTpon the Son of God, before tliey could be ex* 
xed. Had you in your paiHon given a deadly^ wofind to 
f poor innocent man, your heart would have bled foi it 
yoiir days; and will not your hearts much more relent 
'(Uughtering the innocent Lamb of God ! One that ne» 
^Wronged you, but was always ialterpo(iDg fbf'youi and. 
ing you good ! 

(Member what David faid to the Lord, when be faw 

people defireyed for his fin, a Sam. xxiv. 17. Lo, i 

^Jiiined and dcnie 'wickedly ; but as for thefejhtep^ 

uArff^i^ff^ ifonf ? In Jikc maqncr fa^f y», lArtd^ 1 
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have fintkcdt I have done widcedly ; bnt as for diis Q 
kfs Lamb* what hath he done I I kaye #«!»» tit J 
grapts^ but his tttth nuerefit ra. edge, <l when will j 
heart melt, and your eyes weep,, if not bow ? Never ' 
there fuch a mo?ing fight fet before your eyts, as thcL 
of glory pierced and fliun by yoor fins. Now if ii, i 
deep calieth ufit$ deep^ deepJoSeringi b Chrift for d 
ibrrow in thee. 

O faith one, I defire to he grieved for mj bypoerify i 
treacherous dealing with Chr^, and for un that craci 
him, bat how (hall I know if my forfow be of the ii[ 
fort f Anf* Examine it byfueh macki at thcfe; i. Q 
ly forrow is accompanied with fome view of the mcrn 
God in iJirift, which fappons the fodl, tod keeps it Ir 
defpair. Judas's forrow, hoWeter deep it Was, waotedi 
neceifary ingredient. — a. If true, it will be nniverj 
both for your own (ins» and the fins .of othei 
for the fins of the place where you live, and 
thefe of the whole land. — g. If it be right forrow, iti 
bring you to coofider. the ^|>gra?ati6ns and heinous drco 
fiances of your fins, as being againft light, agaiaft lo 
and againft foleoin engagtmdnts and proKiSona of -fria 
ihip, fo as to mourn and cry, How traiceroos hath i 
heart been to fo kind amader !— 4. It will prodiKoe dk 
feven happy^effe£h mentioned, 2 C^r. vti. 11. There ii 
faid, godly forrow for fin works, 1 . Carefulnefs^ that 
a care to recover peace with God for what is paft, and 
pi^afe God /or th^ time to come, by amending what is 
mifs, and avoiding ail temptations and occafions that leid 
fin. — 2.. Clearing of your/elves^ by mourning over 1 
fins of Qth<ir mep, difienting from them, and fhowing p 
dcte(Ution,of them.-r*-). Jndignafion zgdnd fin, as < 
abominable thing which God.haces. The heart of a ti 
pepiitei^ ti(es, fwells,, aod boils againft fin. Then it 
you are angry and fin not, when you are angry at fit, f 
at. yo^rfely^fc /or,fir>.rr-4- . fear. The true penitent fean 
ofifend God as he bath d^ne ; and that he may not dtf; 
he-noiirifii^b a hoj;^ fear and awful impreffion of tbt b 
^W (fo^f aadalfoA fear of holy jeaWof;} tu^W 

ft 
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Bcfi over himlelf, left fin farprife him at aay time. — 5. 
IfPttnt defire^ to wit, after recontiliatioD with God 
OQgh Chridf aDd -after reformation of every thing a- 
&9 and to he entirely rid of all (in. — 6. Godly forrow 
xSuced Z4?W, which it an a^edion or grace compounded 
love and anger» to mosty lore to God and duty, and an- 
' againft fin and every thing oppofite to God. — 7. Re- 
tg€y by fecking the utter extirpauon of fin, by fading, 
irtifyiDg the flefh, and denying yoorfelves in fome things 
vfbl for a time. A good way to execute this revenge 
Baft fin, is for peniteats to take frequent views of the 
tp and bloody wounds which fin hath given to your de^t 
deemer. It is written of the Empefor Julius Csfar» 
II alter he was murdered in the fenate, they brought 
di his robe all befnieared with his blood to the market-pbcey 
iezp<^ed it to open view, in oider to awaken his friends 
take revenge upon his enemies. This is furely one de- 
ar ef the holy Sacrament^ to awaken your zeal againft 

^ which muidered the Lord of glory. Laftfy^ God- 

Ibrrow for fin, will drive you to Chrift for help againft 
I"; -it will make you flee to Chrift for deliverance from an 
keart, as well as from the wrath that fin deferveth ; 
see the apoftle cried, ^wretched man thai Jam, whd 
Mdeiiver me from the iody of *hU death / Roro. vii. 

• A D V I G E IX. 

From Htfh. ti. 18. 

fyWbo have fled for refuge y to lay. hold upon tlm 

f • hope fet before nu 

fe7 JS hare here a two^efoki defcriprioo of trae baKevf »» 
f^ -which cofoe to one; i. '] hey are fiicbtt %«i«. 
^i^titiMi as the true cit^ oi r^fa^t; \ft^BA'«ai^'«i^*^'^ 
^juffice.-. a. Tlve^ wt S>KS*i iiii Vm* >«^Vi^ 



doth protect both foul and body from the wral 
gry God. I'he way to it is made plain and pa 
arc fet up, Ghrifr's minilters to diicd finners in 
it. Id this blt^ded city there is protedliun, inflr 
vifioD and fulnefs for all that flee to it. Hei 
hope of faivation, and it is in vain to hope foi 
wberr elfc. r Now, communicants, this bicfTed 
before you, come lay bold on it, and cJeavi 
Now the etty is fet on a hill, the way to it pn 
ttte gates open: The gofpel- trumpet is fonnde 
daniation made, whofoever flees to the city, 
what it will, (hall in no wife be cafl out. 

Under the4aw, he that faw his-danger, and 
city of xefoge, did firmly believe there was fafe 
liif Sen hini by public authority in that privil 
if jb^^eoold but get into it in time before the 
blood did overtake him ; Therefore he earnefti 
be once witliin the gatfs of it, and for that er 
hif utmoft vigoor in nmnmg. He did not liogc 
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lay, bttt flee as one tljjf fees juftice defeat 
hv0\ all other flielieit ar.d by-v/.'^s fo- ic- 
ith carnal company, fintul p'>ea''ures, woiUly 
:rGons : Nay, take no nicltcr in your own dQ" 
)raiance8 ; believe that none of theft r.an {kr:*en 
lu from the fword of juliice, and thar none elfe 
who is the Lord our right eoufneft. 
othing could ftop the mr.n when flying to the 
e ! Had his wife and children hung about him, 
heart fnggeUed to him, will yod lerive vour 
garden, lands, relations, and many ac ommo- 
I go to a Arange city 2nd fpend your days ? He 
flung them all from him, and taken flight, fay- 
ind children. Better part with all things than 
y life, if you will not follow me» I mutl leave 

id. —So let awakened fools flee with fpeed 

m to Jefus Chrifl; fay toihc world's profits^ 
IS, Satan's allurements, a ndwhaterer would tempt 
behind. Get you hence; away with eveiy thing 
binder me from Chrifl. My Saviour and my 
re precious to me than all the world ; take ull 

me and give me Chrift. How grcH was 

e of the ancient fathers, bis love to Child ? 
was his refolution when he faid, " If my fa- 
e weeping on his kn^^es before me, my mother 
iboiu my neck behind me, my brethren, fideri. 
Folk howling on every fide to retain me from 
would cad my mother to the ground, run over 
r, and ddpilc all my kindred, tread all under 
and run 10 Ghrid ?" 

ned ibul, behold how Chrift difpkys his love to 
facrament ; he opens his wounds to be a refuge 
place to thee, and calls aloud to thee to ccme 
tiiiihcr. Turn ye^ turn ye, nvhy rxiiii ye ///> ? 
will you flct for help, when the avenger of biood 
leels, if you flee not to Chrid the only refuge 
? Hills and mountains, feas and dept!iF, he«« 
•th, cannot hide thee from the (Vorm, '\{ CVir(t 
Now you have a noble opponunVq, Vi\\\\-- >^^^ 
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clefts of ChriA's wcunds Hand openi and tlie hUffa 
is fit bef'^-e you in tlie facrament, and 4|fi(i flretchi 
his hand and waiting to fte who will rife and flee to hi 
to fee foals riling in flocks, and flying as doves tothd 
dows ! U hat apleafant fi^ht would this be 1 

O faith one, 1 can't rife, my wings are dipt, m] 
clogg'd* 1 can*t mount up, Jfffw. If you can't 
up as with eagles wii.gs, fee if you can rnn to Cbrif 
knee] before him, like that young man, Mark x. 17. 
Object. 1 find myftU fo butdened and heavy Jaden, 
cannot run. jinfiv, Thea ftiew a ^Ulingnefs to 
Child ; and cry, Dra<w me, and I ilW run t^fter fhe. 
ven a defire to run will be accepted, at of thofein : 

miah i. 1 1 . -ObjeSi, But, faith one. My heart 

dead and fluggifh, 1 have neither (Irengtb nor will t 

. to Cbrift. Anfiu. If you cannot run, then fee if yc 
but go towards him; for we read in Jer. it. 2. Theii 
^ent after him in th^ nvUdernefr, were accepted 0/ 

Objeii, Alas, faith one, 1 am fo weak and f« 

I cannot go. Anfw, Then endeavour to creep and 
towards him as, you can. — ObjeO, 13ut I am fo lame 
impotent both in bands and feet, that 1 can't cre< 
move. Anjna, If you cannot move to Chrifl, t^en A 
him as the ifraelitcs did when flung with fiery fer[ 
Chnfl calls every feeble ibul to do it', lia. xlv 
Loolt unto mct and he ye fuv*d^ all the ends of the r« 
and would you liaveChriil come any lower ^an a loo! 
look up to Jefus as lifted up upon the poK- of the< 
lor all nations to behold him. — Obiefi, My eyes are 
the crofs far off; Jc? ufalem, where it was fet up, is c 
fight.- " ^'Anfvo. The pole of the gofpel and of 
facrament, 00 which Chrift is now lihed up, if 
hand ; look op to him thereon, and be favtd, — Oi 
Saith one, I am fo burdened with, guilt, I can't lil 
ynine eyes. Anfna, Then lie low before him like theJ 
ble publican^ who was fo burdened, that he was. i|| 
to lift up his ejtes to heaven, and urcir a deep feii&rji 
ri/encA died, O'aiif ^e merciful tome a finntr^'.^mk 

/^ W3S accepted: In like manner bumble ^o\itI^E3 
wcrcifai Redeemer, and plead Lis ptowiJc, "^ 



Chrifl nailed to ihg Crofs, &:. i ^y 

iS. Truft his word for eafc and reft to yoir biiidened 

ADVICE X. 

From John iii. 14. 
'-^'^Evenfo mtijl thefm of man be Ufttiup^ 

rH E lifting ap of the brazen fepent upon a pole, tsr 
heal ferpent-ltaiig Ifraelices, wai a type of the lift- 
■g ap of Chrift on the crofs, to heal coot toced iinners of 
Ur voands by (in.— — As there was but one brazen fer- 

Bfer healing the whole camp of Ifrael ; fo Chrift crucU 
lithe only remedy andSaTiour for aloft world. ■ 

U§ iimfi be lifted up : his dying on the crofs was necefta- 
■ly ID fulfil his engagements from eternity to be oar furety ; 
komft be offered np as a facrifice to fatitfy divine juftice 
.far the fins of men, feeing nothing elfe could do it. 
TboQgh Chrift's engagement to fuffer for us was entirely 
^volonttry at firft ; yet having once undertaken, it became 
Kedlkry for him to be lifted up. And glory td him thac 
WooU not go back from his word, however great his fuf- 
ieriogp were. 

^ GMne then, O communicants, behold r.nd confider, with 
. ftitable thoughts and afFcftions, yo-r *liftcd'Up J ejus dy- 
:*y on the crofs. After he had born the heavy cro(s on 
IttUeeding (houlders.up mount Calvary, this crofs Trnit 
Kttbear him upon the top of the mount, being firft i-ail- 
Mto it, and lifted up with it. — —Come, fee how this <vm3 
-me: Behold the crofs-tree laid down upon the groui:dc 
nil the Lord Jcfus ftript naked, laid on his back, v/\x\ 
•kiWdi and feet ftretchcd out upon the tree, that they might 
Mb the meafure of his body, and mark the holes for tlx: 
lUii and lo, they take the nieafure longer than the tf:.0^, 
^||lk ^ey might .both crucify and rack him at once, ^\\ 
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bones fhould i;o out of joint : So the crols was a r 

well as a de.uh. Our firft parents flrctched 

their (>tuhy hands to take t]:e furhiJdeo fruit fr jm the 
therefore our glorious Savit;ur did willingly (Iretch foi 
innocent hanJs to be niiiled to the ttee, to faiisty foi 
;^u:!t.— — C^omc fee four big nails driven into his banc 
fee:, thy riod finewy and fenGblc paits of Lis bod) 
fa[>cncd to the tree ; apply your ear, and hear the h; 
iound of the hamatiers knocking in thefe nails ! Oh 
iios were the hammers that did it, mourn for theo»i 

Conie*next and fee the Loidof gloiy, when nailc 
to the tree, lift up with it on high, aad nude to {be 
right to the view of all tlie world \ And then the i 
the tree let fall down with Tiolence into the deep bot 
hail digged to faHen it, which fall did uofpeakably k 
h s torments, and rend the four wounds made by the 
Thus his own weight became his tortore, flill wtdeaii 
wounds more and more, till all his precious blood ftn 

out at them. Behold your great Immaouel lift 

a crofs betwixt heaven and earth, as if he had bee 
worthy of a place in either, hanging betwixt two tl 
as if he had been the greateli mulciii<^ur of the thn 
what a f pelade was your Redeemer to both htm, 
earth when thus lifted up! yia adonifliment to aagc 
derifion to the wicked ! Compun«5licn to believers ! 
facrifice acceptable to tlie julnce of Hjs eternal i'athcr 
Look on this moving fpedacle with deep forrow for ii 
fallened him to the tuee, and mad<; \>\m hang on the; 
Rienting nails for feveral hours without comfort inw; 
outward! No way couIJ-he mm for eafe, being fis 
the tree; if he (Hrred his bldftd boJy at ail, he wa 
fnouited afrefh by the wounds of his hands and fo 
which the whole weight of his body did hang; Ifh 
ved his head, which had the crown of ilurns on i 
thotns would but pierce into it the deeper ; yet fori 
he complained not : no grop.n or figh was Yi^ii 
hino, but what he oHered up to (<od for your fins ! % 

When tixt Sod ofaian vv4S thus lifted upi; obf<|^ 
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rreams of his prectoas blooJ run down to t*re ground, 
tood in.a.liuie pool ac the foat of the crufs, until the 

dcaak itrtip. iLtt this fight alTert your hearts, and 
all thefprings of forrov*-for fin that pierced him. Sit 
at the foot of the crofi^and receive this facred blood, 
falls, upon your hard hearts ; let it drop on them, 
t make them as foft as th^ ground it fell on. Let it 
3n ail the fores and wounds of your louls, for it i? the 

dial maft heal them, Obferve alfo the great ex- 

fChrirt's fuflfeiiogs at this time, they reached to all 
ans of his body, and to all the powers of his foal: 
Acted in all his fenfes ; his feeing, with the fcornful 
es of enemies ; his hearing, with their feoffs and 
lemies ; his fmell, with the noifome flench- of Golgo* 

bis tafle, wit^i gall and vioegar \ his feeling, with 
ercing nails and thorns. Behold his hands, thnt were 
eftowing bleflings, now fixed witb nails ; his feet ihdt 
tl in God's ways, now digged through ; his boweisy 
yearned for finners, now ihrunk.and dried up ; his 
halfpoke as never man fpoke, nowi'wollt'a vvith blows, 
be fufiered on the crcfs till /,// Jfrengtb nvaj dried 
\e a pQlJherdy and his iongue cleaved to . hit ja^s ; 
!K of Cod^s wrath fcorciied hfm inwardly, which 
.htm cry out, 1 thirft^ His enemies mingled, atthis 

a cup of vinegar, and gall to him, which he refu&d; . 
jlory to htm, he rcfufed not the cup which his Father 
ed to him, though filled with wrath and carfes : This 
aok for us, though it filled his whole foul withaoguifh^ 
oade him roai and complain of bis Father's deferting 

The arro-j:s of the Almighty *ivere ivifhin hiw^ 
mfcn luhereof drank up hif fpirit. Amidft thcfc 
d fufferings, our lifted-up Jefus expired, willingly 
Dg up himfelf on the crofs, .a propitiatory facrifice 

believers, did Chrift lift tip himfelf as a willing facri- 
For yoa on the crofs r fee then to lit't up the gates of 
fools to receive in this Saviour ; let him have a joyful 
m:e into jour fouls, ardgive himthebeitehTercainm^ty 
iilaffl^^oas, and the' be ft fcr vice, ^ — D\d Vi^ "^'^n^^- 
O 3 
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iy il retell out his arnis to be Duled to- the crofs hajtnY 
'i\un be not unwilling to firctch out the •riM of faithti 
cm* race him, but fee to embrace him wholly tn all his o£oeiifl('<^ 
Prophet, Pried, and ICing ; be willinj* to be tan^ht, faved,iBd ^ 
riilcil by him. Was Chrifi lifted op on the crofs (as rhebmni Xi 
lerpent WAS lift op in the wilderncfs) for healing alldietiBg^ "^ 
and wounds given us by (in and S4t4n ? O then look up to 
him with the eye of faith for healing. This it the ptH 
remedy of God's contriving and providing; put (lro0ge» 
fidence in it, and look to it with hope and ezpidiiiott 
Never midruft the virtue of God *s remedy, nor defpniot 
healing from it, however deep your Aings, or Urgt 'J9V 
wounds be : For Chrid was lifted up to be a remedy fa' 
the chief of finneis, i Timothy i. i;. and none eicrp 
rifhed that looked to him — Was Chri() willing tokiifc 
up to fuffer fur you ? Th n Ut your hearts be lift ap t» 
ferve and obey him, like King Jehcfiiaphat, whofe kwt 
ivas lift up iutie*ways of the Lord ^ 2 Chron. X?H.<* 
Lift up ycur heart W'.th your voice in his praife ; fpealof 
the glorious honour of his MHJe(ly, and m;)ke knows Id 
iniglity afis : Obey his commands, and particularly hrid)^ 
ing command ; tc remen.bcr him at his table, with afliw 
ty and delight. Go with l.ft-up hearts to a comfflaBioo» 
table to remember him, that went fo willingly to be iiftvp- 
on a bloody crofs for you. TI)e ancient exhorui'iM} t* 
communicants was. SURSUM CORD A, Lift uf^vt 
.h:arts to meet iLitlj a iift-up J^fus^ ■ 

A D V I C E. X[. 

From Excd, xiv, 15. 

: .^ Speak wito the dnidrcn of Ifraely that i^\ 

go forvjard. • 



•«*l 



THIS is tl^c ai^Cwet oiMoCt%'s ^r^yer for Ifrael 
in a great ft rii'it at t\\e \^<iA-fe^% \\ \\ U\^,!^ 
to God, yet we read wA ol ov\a>iiot^>aa ^^^pJia •. ^«»t* 




Gofiryoard to the Ued-fea^ &c. i 6j 

bis heart CO God, wlio well underfhnJs the Hin. 
of the heart. Mofes's filem prayers of faith prevail- 
re with God, than Ifrael's loud outcries of fear. A 
ng commumcant may, in a (Irait, cry to God, in 
, without f|J:!aking a word ; fo did Mofcs h*re fvjr 
g ifrael. When they came out of the land of bon- 
and fled from Pharoah's tyranny, the Lord ordered 
to march toward the Tea ; but now when they ar^ 
BO it^ and fee Pharoah's mighty army parfuing, and 
at their heels, they are in a great flrait what courfe 
\ ; they think certainly they roufl turn either to the 
)r left hand to mak.; their eCcape from Pharoah : No> 
3od, fpeak lo them to go Jlill pjr^oiard^ as ftralght 
Is the fea. as if they faw a fleet of tranfport-fhips there 
g to take them IB. O might they think, " This is 
lard command, ^o ftrward^ when we fee nothing^ 
the deep devouring Tea before us ; as good go back 
the Egyptians, or Hand (lill until they come up and 
lis to the fword, as go forward into the fea and \n 
wned : Will the deep fea have any more mercy on 
ibaifc the cruel Egyptians ?" — But, faith the Lordi 

00 objedltons, afk no queflbns, let the people ^o for-^ 

1 obey my command, and trud me with their lives, 
ferve here, O timorous communicant, Odoubno;* be* 
, when yon are in fears and flraits with refpe^ to 
anagenient or fuccefs of your duty, you are to fet 
:lvcs to obey God's command ^o f^mxiiird^ in the uf: 
ans, with a (I.icere heart, and leave the event to God. 
lay palfii* ^ , at this time, be brought to the ftraitening 
f the childrenof ifrael, when at the brink of the Red- 
nd their hearts in great perplexity,, ready to fink 
I them- for fear. Some miy be faying within them-^ 
» how (hall fucha vile, black, unworthy creature ^<; 
ird to the Red-fea of Ciirifl's blood, who have botli 
: and dtfpifed it ? How ihall I, after all, venture to 
"VMrdy to wafli or bathe my unclean foul in it ? Well^ 
rod's plain command to you to go/onward io it, hcW/« 
leavy loaden you be with guilt ; fee i John iii. 23. 
Mf. 28. Joha /. zji. Others a& Vik ^luiViA^I^Vx^^?'' 




obeyed his commaod, ha^ gone forward nytkk Kti-{^ 
and been waihed in it; (zt i Cor. vi« 9, lOt 11. Ydl^ 
we read, A6ts ii. 36. of three thoofaod of thde who to* 
tualiy embrued their haods in thi> Uood, who were Wafliei^ 
by it. How wooderfiil is its virtue f It is able to takiei<;<. 
way the fins of a whole world, aod much more the fiat df^ 
a few: therefore do not, O fioner^ rebel ag^aft GocQh 
command any longer. ' '■ ^ 

Again, coniider what is Hod's fpecial command 'to^ ''^^'' 
at this time, namely, Do this in remembrance tf< 
hit precept is plain and exprrfs to keep up the mttneif 
his love to loft men. Can you think to iook'.^w ■ hi^jjT 
with comfort at the laft day, iPyoa have no pTeafuflitk 
member him now? Siireiy his prefence. will be ternbte 
then to thofe, 10 whom his memory is not delightifil iOW.^, 
But you may have ftraits and difBculiies about tbis-dotyri^ 
0,./alth one, *' My ftrait is great, 1 know not i^Mt U^i 
** do ; whether to ifcay back ftom ^od'jS^oly table, or/ih 
" J'or^xard, If I flay back, Idifobey^my dying S«?iotairf»j 
** command, to (hew forth his <teath in this manoer: if^f*; 
** foriuardy unworthily, I contraft the guilt of«hit'bbaf; 
** and blood, and eat and drink i»y own damoatioM. il* 
" las, what (hrJl 1 do? My need of Chrift^ aod YnMod 
** is fo great, I cannot think of ftaying back ; and yet »?< 
** preparation is fo liifele, 1 k»ow not how xo.g6.formmc 
•* — Ah I my unworthincfs is great ;jbow (hall I go toiit' 
*' table of fo great .a King in the Hire and cafe I ,m^i 
** fo vile, fo iinful, fo indifpofed, fc bard -hearted ? if tikif 
•• woman that .had. the bloody iflfqe feared % mocb to 
*< and touch the hem of Chri(l> garment ; how muchAi'*-' 
" may I, who am fell of the running iffucsqffinf, feartfj^* 
*« foreword XQk touch the.facred fymbols- of bis: bodyt*f 
*' blood, and put my hand into his wounds, and fed[4^ 
•« print of the nails ?" Come then, unworthy as yosi 
obey Chrift's command, and venture your foul' to hilhl 
Go fornuard ^jj'wh all the preparation you Can alt^] 
detply fenfible of your own vilenefs, and humbled Al^ 
/hart coalings, fra/ling in the. wofihineft of thf^' 
ffVs^aa.toaDfwcrfoT.yowx un^orihi^^Jh 
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lod to wafli away your pollution^ and in his ftrengih to 
Ip your weakotfs. Venture forward, faying, likejeho^ 
phat, ** L«>rd, I have no ability, no might for this 
great ordinance, ocitherHcnow I what to do; but my 
eyes are unto thee ; it is in thy nioic, in thy (Ircngth, 
and at thy command, that I go fyr^ardy to remember 
a dying Jefus at his holy table. Lord put on mc 
the wedding- garment, prepare, receive, and welcome 

fMA >» 

Qhji£l, Some may fay, they are only the children of I- 
ad, who, in the text, arc bid^fl/i?r«iy.i/-^; and we are 
hid we are none of thefc. — Anf^ All arc bidden, with- 
Heioeption, come to Ch rift, yea, even the flont-heart- 
iftte called to go to him. Now, if you come to Chrill, 
vtU be a fure proof of your being Ifraet*s children, ani 
BKmg tliefe who are bid go fornuard. Minifters indeed 
ait&fpecial commiflion to fpeak to the children of ifrae), 
Wt; they go fornuard to this table ; whoever (lay back, 
Ky ought not. 

^ueft. Who are thefe that may be numbered among If- 
«!'• children, or the feed of Jacob ? Anf. The children^ 
^ Jacob or Ifiael, if they be of the true kind, will be like 
iCir father, particularly in thefe things ; i . Jacob was a 
'cat wreiller with God in prayer, and hence he got the 
^nw of Ifrael; he wept and made fapplications at JJcthcl, 
^ prevailed as a prince with God, which is the meaning 
■ Uie name ifrael. Now, if you be wtefHers with God 

>■ are Ifraers children, and called \.o go forward, 2. 

icob was a plain man ; fo he is called. Gen. xxv. 27. 
kat is a fingle* hearted man : It was by this charadler that 
Mil defcribes a true ifraelite, John i., ^J.* Sehold an 
%c«///r indeed^ in ivhom is no guiie^ Now, if you . 
udy godly (incerity, and plain dealing in >our behaviour 
bUi to God and man, you are ifratl's children, and call- 

ixogo./omoard 3. Jacob bad faith in Chrift, and 

dicung views of him us the glorious Shiloh ; he waitod 
■i^it^CDniing, drew hit comfort from it, and rejoiced in 
i^j^athfcnng of the people to him : if it be Co V4vd\ ^ovi^ 
felJWB bid you ^^/ir-a;ar J. a., 'Mi^A 'wv^'^>»- 
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children were iDM^i^^^q^cnanted people ; they chufcd 
for their God, and {^ve thcmfeWes up to him : if it 
with you, you arc ifracrs clilJorcn, j^o /orivard.-^ 
Jacob wa» zealous for refurmation, both with refpe 
himfdf and Lis family, ar.d caufcd tbem put away aH 
idols, clcanfe thcmiclvcs, and cbang'S their garm 
when goin^ to renew covenant with God» Cen. xxxi 
Now, if you (lud) (inccrely to follow hit example, y.o 
among the children of Ifrael, to whom Cod warraDti 
oiAersto fptak, and bid them^« /ornuatd to hjj^.l 
Now, if yoD have any of the forefaid five chanifici 
Chri(l*s name we can promtfe yea welcome- to ib^i 
Cc forward to it tlicn with hearu burning wu^lq 
Chrifl and to his people ; go with thdnkfulnefs and prai 
God for providing fuch a Savionr and fpiritual feafi ni 
and go with honeer and third to partake of it. G9 
nuard with humtfity and ielf- denial, renouncing all i 
dence in v«ur preparations and performances, aik 
I pending c .7 upon ChriA's mediation for acceptance 
God 

ADVICE XII. 

From John xii. 32. 

^nd I, if I h lifted up frcm the earthy 'will dra 
nun unto me, 

A S the faci'Jir*i^ ander the law were heaved and 
j^\ jp before the Lord ; fo Ch rift the antitype m 
lifted up on the crofs as the;, atoning facri6ce for oai 
I'he Jews were not more willing to lift him, than;!] 
to lift up bin.:^'"' he readily undertook to be lift bp 
1 come, faid he ; ne willingly carried his crofs to the 
that he mfght be lift up on it. He difTuades the woe 
,;Hfeep for him. V^'h^ \ B'.cs^v^e L va ^cing loi^Ji 
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to jiiilice for your Gns, and to draw your foult 



But how dotli lie draw all men, when Satao 
ly (lUl fall in his grips ? An/iv. Chnft was liftcl 
lin drawing offers and invitations to all men witli^ 
ition, and accordingly gives drawing calls to all 
Ills world \ and if they be not drawn to htm it if 
fault. But though many be called, and mulii* 
:k to the word, yet there are none effeAually 
Chrift but the eh{i ; 'and thefe may be called alt 
hey arc gathered out of all nations, kindreds, and 
. ages, fcxes, and qualities, j^ll men^ Gentiles as 
;ws : All forts of men, (ioners of all Hzes, greater 
( leiTcr. ^efl. Rut how duth the lifting up of 
aw finners e^c^^ually to him ? Anf\u. By the 
his lift up facrifice he obtained the removal of all 
!S of their coming to him, fuch as the guilt of 
the enmity of their natures, the power of their 
IS, their unbelief, hardnefs, blindnefs, and dif* 
\ fears. And likewife by it he purchafed all the 
]ui(iie for drawing men to him ; fuch as the 
of the gofpcl, (andified rods, the grace of faith* 
ve all, powerful influences of tbe Holy Spirit. As 
s lifted up on the crofs, fo he mufl be alfo lift 
: pole of the gofpel, for diawing fiiwers to him. 
: brazen ferpent was lift up in the wildernefs, for 
the (lung Ifraelltes about it, and it proved mod 
For that end ; i'o a crucified Jefus held out, and e • 
fet forth in the gt/pel, as he was lifted upon a 
crofs, with his pierced hands flretclied out to ero- 
fiiners, is furely tlie mofl attrsflive and drawing 
1)6 world. This wonderful loadfl^ne hath df awo 
» of hard iron-hearts to it at once. A natural 
, tho' it draw iron 10 it, yet it may he drawn away 
again : But a crucified Chti/l draws the heart fo 
y aod dofely to him, that they can never be fe* 
sgain. Never was there fuch a drawing engine ia 
I as this ! A lift-up Jiandard ox ^t^^*^ \%v«!^ 
0/ /cattered foldlcrs mcviq \x. W\ vc 'vs* ^wf^^s^^«* •^• 

X«8 
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But a crudiicd Jefus lift up in the gofpd is an eriCgo 

draw grc^t mu?;rnHl£8 in difFcrert nations under the hi 

ner of his love, I (a. y\. td* 1 he firfl expeiiment that ii 

made oi ks virtue in Jtru<ulcni by the apcHle Peter, 30 

iu\aX9'' were drawn to Chrid at once, and afttr that mi 

iaMons that knew him not, did run^unto him. Go 

d.tn, O Tinners, adniire and experier.ce the power of i 

lift up er.fi^n; let your iion-hearcs Le drawn by this loj 

flor.e ; it hath loft nc thing of its virtue to this day. Tb< 

f&r «s of hearts in other places do ftill feel its power : "^ 

are fometimts refreAied by the welcome news of their ' 

ing drawn off from the vanities of time, and the lovi 

fin, to piorious Chtifl : why then . don't your liearts 1 

yield to the power of this blefled Loadflone, Chrift c 

cified, lift up in the word and facrament r It hath the fi 

virtue here as elftwhere, were but the eyes of faitk ope 

to behold it, accoiding to that alluiing call, Ila.xlr. S! 

\Vhen Chiill wasJift upon the crofs^his face was tur 

to the Gentiles: fvr the J, ws out of maKce (as fev 

vriie) would have bim crucified with his face toward 

wefl, as reckoning him unworthy to look to the temple 

holy city that flood on the eafl fide of mount Calvt 

but Chriil had a loving defign in it to us Gentiles, and 

accompliJh that word, Pfal. Ixvi. 7, //// eyes bekoid 

natrjfis. Behold, O finners, Chrifl turned his fate to 

on the crofs to draw^ycu unto him; there he bowed 

head toward ycu to draw you ; there he opened a ck 

his fide to draw you ; there blood and water flowed f 

his heart to draw you to him ! And now he hath fent 

word andfpirit to draw you ; now he difplays hisl^ood 

wounds in the facrament to draw you ; now he is ca( 

his cords of love about your hearts to draw yon to h 

row the devil is holding and Chrifl drawings Chrift. 

the devil are now Oruggling for your hearts; the^Jt 

many are on you; tkt eyes ol the glorious Trinity, ihc^ 

ot anp.els, the eyes »f Hiiniflcrs and faints are OD-JW 

fee what the ifTue of the combat fliall be, which rf t: 

/j^jt/J ^aia the piize, Satan inde^'d is iV\e ftiOTk^mui 

^/ory to Cod, Chrifl is ({wngf^T than he. O iSsw Y« 
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ail, the heart is his by right, furrender it to him Witb- 
ieiay. vie will rot enter without your confcnt ; hi» 
Ic iwi\ all be mad^ fwillin^ in the day of his /5'u*wi 
if 'he will were oqco conquered, the day Wtre Chrifl's; 
the field were won for ever. 

^oold you then ha^e Sataa defeat, your biafTed wiH o* 
ome, and your foals favingly brought to Chrid, O 

up and cry for a draught of Chrift's power. You hare 
ler (Irength nor will to come to a crocified Chrifl, on- 
he draw you. Ordinances or provideoces cannot dra\ir 

the word or facraments cannot draw you» j^dgMtnts 
nerdes cannot do it ; yea neither minifters nor aogeb 
draw yonr dead and heavy hearts. O then look be* 
1 them all to a lift -up Immanuel ; Drwot me-y Lbrd^ 
1 nvitl run after thee. The ordinance you have ia 
r can never be a drawing ordinance, if Chrifl put not 
b his virtue with it ; the facramcnt will be lifelcfs, and 
adminiftrators lifcleis, if Chrift draw you not. The 
: powerful ft-rmons, the mod alluring calls, will all bs 

if he draw not. You*ll fit flill in the Sodom of % 
ral and wrathful llate, if he draw not ; you'll die \r\ 
' fins, if he draw not; you'll be eternally damned, if 
id draw you not to him. .You can never overcome th^. 
ig and fubtile temptations Satan cads in your way ; ybtl \ 
never deny felf, forfake beloved lufts, denounce juiil^ 
ion by works, quit all confidence in y^ur own doing?^ 
laked and empty to Chrid, be content to lire whollj ' 
I his rightcoufnefs, and receive grace, life, drength, 
glory as a free gift from Chrid, without the draw« 
rirtuc of a lift up Saviour, Oh, if yoq were Ont^ ac- 
ioted with this drawing power, you nughr^oV^^b 
fort to his table, and feed upon his purchaAr.^ - -'! 
^iteft. How diall I know, iflhave'yet betndfawflfcf- 
liily to a lifi«up Jefus ? '^ ' 

fnfi Try it by ihcfe marks : Have you dTfcdvfcrid Vi 
abk& eateelkncy, fo as to draw off your \\^kif\ fVomfirl 
tll^^M0hiog things of this world f \iiit yod ft it tm 
li'.drlii^ Jove about your Vi^att ^t^^ i»^> ^ ,.V%>sS;v\, 
.'ijprjpMd yonifeli whoW^ to V:\:cw> V* ^^^ ^-v.^ 
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drawn out in love and afcAion to • crodfied Ghrifl ahwif 
all thibgi. fo that the defire of .yonr fool it to him uJV 
the remembrance of hit name ?-^Are yoa growng fttt 
likef: to him, more holy^ more humble, medc, tndki^ 
venly-minded ? nearnefs wiiJ b^eed /ri^jnr/^^^Are jisi J 
tropUed for diftaoce from Chrift, when at any time jfOtMfl 
' drawn off him by fin, Satan, the world*t allofemcntt ^-^V 
Are you drawn to duty with a view of enjoying U> MJfl 
fence therein ? In the mean timet tre you drawn off uiilB 
refttpg on duties, or putting any attainmenu in 4f4|^| 
foom ? Then yon may conclude vour heart it cA^^wjU 
drawn by a lift-op Saviour; and (0 may, widi holycewS 
.dence and joy, draw near to him in the bcramental tryim^ 
place, and hold communion with him there. .j 

ADVICE XIIL 

From John i. 36,— xix. y. 

Behold the Lamb of God. — Behold the man. 

\ 

O Communicants, both John and Pilate call yon to be; < 
hold Cbrid fuffisring and facrificed for you, aii^ 
which is more, the Spiritof God calks you to this doty lUt- 1 
Let each one of you then fay with Mofes, Exod. iii. }• / 
•luiV/ nonu turn afide^ and fee this great ftght. A g(B* 1 
fight, indeed \ For though he be called a Lamh^ sad A 
Ma/ip. he is alfo God^ God in human nature fuScriif* 
Ueejdibg, and dying; a great and a wonderful fight f AOtbc 
perfons oF the glorious Tjinity call you to behold it, 1&« 
xlii, 1. — xlv. 22. John i. 29. Draw then as near aipsf' 
fible, that you may get a good view of it; (land POC tt* 
diAanceJl.I\ke^thQ^e..who followed him from Galilee jtt-lM 
crols, of whom it isfaid. Luice xxiii. 49. Tb.j fitiUep^l 
)^ behoving thefe things. Do not now (land aftf;^ 
hor take a/ar of hck cf a crucified Chrift, but eome^ 
fo Jbjju by fsJtb, gnd take a near and bcm% \o6k. bl Vijii^ 
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aiig Ua. xlv. 22. Look unto me and be /lived; 

and there is no Savicur bfjhie me, O then 
ar back or (hoarder to him, look not afqnint to 

not by him to other things ; but look with a 
ght, and fteady look unto him. The mun i-hrili 

Lamb of God, appointed by him to be facrifi- 
e atonemcQt for our fms, aod to purchiiic par- 
nd falTiition'to OS : And iookins to him by faith 

mean of fecuring and applying the bleflings of 
e to w. And in a fpecial manner he calls us to 
kim ID his fufferings for as. Behold me^ behold 

the fofFering Man^ a Man pfforrow indeed \ 
calarly behold him entering upon that fearful 
s garden of Gethfemane^ when he began i6 fear^ 
/ful and very heavy ; when he was fore amazed » 

agony and bloody fweat, and cried out. My 
ceeding forronuful even unto death ! O what 

made yoar Saviour fo heaty, but the dead 
he f\^i finsy with the law's heavy curfes an- 
lem ? Oh, your fouls were exceeding guilty« 
e his foul exceeding hetfvy* Behold and fee your 
Redeemer falling into a fearful agony, and, 
:, falling down (ometimes 00 his knees, and 
on his face, praying once, praying again, and 
e third time, until he is quite OTerwhelmed with 
I covered wkh his own blood ! Behold the for • 
m with the great drops of blood (bnding above 
ts for your Hos, and bedewing the ground ! See 
low a^ing againd him, as an exorable judge-, 
k him as a giant, and making him the butt of his 

1 arrows ! Behold him in this agony making 

o his difdples, who could make no help to him ; 
' they nor the angels in heaven durfT touch hia 
tade his cop : Yea, be got not fo much as fym* 
Q his difciples ; rhey fell afleep when he was at 
and left him in his agony to Hroggle and tread 
Ine-prcfs ^oti^ ! O be not idle fpedators of your 
£ 2 ^<\^\'^ 
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SiFiour's a^oftf, btii lei jot*t fouU be exceedingly \ 
wl^h CtiTiirf JLnil-fQifefinp for y^if fouli (iQS, 

BfhsUtk^ Man CbriA bttr ayed tftd fold for a little t 
^ppreh^nJed and boaud with cords like a ilucf, aiid ll 
fail» ai J^l bide, yea To f4l {as ftime fay) tliat tbe H 
burfl o<il of h\% trader bands i O ca^ your bcail on 
hold to fee thof« haiids that m;ide the heavens, wi^tsu] 
gethcr, and biuifed \vi*h iiard ctrd^i 7^o fee him \a 
as a prifoner, that came to fet the pri Toners free. B|i 
aat the cordi of your Redc«iner'» lo#t beld him fafted 
it^e cardi of hit rn^mief, iht>Ljgb they b«d been caki 
chains^ they coald cot have kept hitn ; but hl&lJ 
yoa made inoi a wLUmg ^rtfiHier i — - Behsld tht% 
bJindfoldedt mocked, btilTctcdi and tbufed for yoti H 
hold l>im Hcipt caked And fcou^ged ! Behold hini| 
t^tbci tti e lilies of the field, tbut irjade coats of ^1 
iiloihe out Hrit parents, rjow ild|*t asid iJnolmbed himi 
ileis (bript nakcdi 4^H you' irijg^ Mt befomd tufa 
i^od's ^. He n ftrfpt of.- Ut rdbo^ thtt te nii|ht j 
vide Airobe «f nttbc««iCat& to iMtrcr yoift MxMbif 
fitfhM4i^ J^Um feavi^edby ^^^* ^^ thst^Bbofti 

i^cre DM fiuisficd tlieiewitjb, ib nekber wMHiiQtte ^ 
fetis£e4; foci<at*liif4i(tiiua(l.go^ ttbd the Al^vv filfj 
williqg it ihcwMij WiUisfilj did h6iffgnYM^mk^ 
fmilers^ 4hat yptt^ni^ be feted fioia the feveriaAtftgli 
o(,t;c(^Vwiitkio:heU !' BcboM cfvccy :pAit trf liitW 
^od^-toiliAttd iivoiMed by fcowrgiogt^ beosufeef^ 
^y0t| «H jr^Dpded iyjr fib* mm) kit ftiipet «rtfe^lbt 
fUHtf tor |FMr .vptindf , . - rtv< 

^ ;jiw>i«M^-Arii» Willi, « plaited crown of jdlont^il 
Vitffed: he^ii ilritb .tbiiJWfrf<>iM turwcd tn^Mwik 
fWe b<atik(to bi^lMnlul with & ftaff,. tiH dl Ms liedUi 
i» one. WtMA,;* frpa wihenoea new: ihower ^ H^ 
dfiwn hif.nedtJbrfoti t %a mty be iwdy to cryi^l 
the Jews, or: fy on the rokSiets thitt nfcd oiic Stv' 
bia fiiber.!frj>Ty oo y^r'fins that did liroHe 
ibefephuui ike €ra4o «F liioroi, ind crocififld^ 
^^/ir'/4r Ztfw/ $/* ^tfi/ wa^ wUUo)|ly catt|[ 



\B^ohi the Meat. XTS 

:Iike:the' rsiDy to be f^icrificed io your room, 
vwere boimda like Ifaaci ibr that .end. Behold 
ing to wear a crown of pain aod ignominy, that 
htwcaraaowB of glory aod renowo : WiUing to 
loed and flfTroated, that you might be honoured 
lied : WiHiog to let a Barrabns, the viied male- 
.all Jcnifidem» be prdferred before him, that you 

! preferred to a voom amoog- Cod '8 children. 

the Mofi^. after all thefe fufierings» pnt to 
i heafy crofs on his fore woooded fhoulders ; a 
ad indeed dvith xkt eltdls fins aod law's carfes faf- 
it ; yet be-.bears without complaint till his (Irengtli 

aod be is ready to faint under the burden, fo that 
null help ! Ob ! it was not the weight of the tree 
de him faint ; be had a greater burden to bear 

tboufand worlds, eten tlie infiQite wrath of God 
le eletSls Ens ! O can yon behold tlus light with dry 

d the A/^« brought to Golgctha, nailed to the 
ed op, and drinking out the bluer dregs of the 
/rath theseon,' fill at length he yielded himfclf 
to'death by bowing his head, giving death his or- 
txecute his commiifion, and carry him off the (lage ! 
lod wonder at the fight, the Lord of X\{^ dcath*s 
ifooer I— O man, can'ft thou (land and fee the 
f God Haio in thy room, and for thy fins, and not 
*d 1 Write that man a beali> a flone, a lump o£ 
Kat can-be fenielefs, flupid, and unconcerned at 
ghtl O blufh and be "aniarncd, ,0 man, at thy 
» when, the dead earth and rocks about Jerufa- 
led and rent at the fufTciings you now behold re- 
1 in the lacramem. O curfed fin (which many 
bt of) .ibat could not be escpiated by any other 
. thap that of our Inimanuel/ the Lamb of God, 
Cbrift Jefus ! O behold the Man, and tremble at 
iccurfed thhig that murdered the Son of Cod, the 
it is God's fellow, the Man that is infinitely prc- 
a million of worlds full of men apd angels too. O 
would always kok on fin in the jj-dfe ol xlt^^ ^^^- 
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''1^4 Stand Jilt mdfig €§ii wmdrms Workti 

Ales »d ru^rinet of the Mmm Ckr^fi^ |b«i they 
be filJed with horror tt it, at at bell itfetf ! Ni|^ 
nl rcfpefb, £q » a greater erll than helU 

Ltt «vcrf comiDniiicaiic, erery CbriiHan, eooic mi^tt^ 
hold the giortQaf $00 of Go^, wkh the greaufl \mt tid 
admiration, it bo for our fiiket wa* w^iJJing id becopMi 
itian, anil God*a Lamb tobc faciificed for the fe of aia, 
O let bit oame Jefus be alw^y^ to y 00 as predoQs omtOMi 
f oured fonb, %nd kt ihe remcmbraiice of his bv€ LuEuk 
yoar fooJi with a Ythcmeoi iDdignaitoD agalnA fin, lada 
burning aifcfljoti to the LambofGod^ tht'MmnChnfi^ 
that was wilHng to ftmggle in bloody agooica* a£id iibei 
to death oa the corfcd nee, to delirer you fmm lytag in 
heU for e*er ! O what can we render to him for hti &«e 
ioTe^ amazing and ucrpeakable tore ! O that we 
fpend our whole Brcs in admtting hfs love, and u^vmt 
filling his b^amy, and were thereby made nicety ii ft 
meaibte, for ihe excrcife of the f edeenied abote. Jmn^ 

ADVICE xrv. 



From jQif JlUXs^i* r4- 



Stand jTtU, and corifiJtr the Tvondrous worit ^ 

TH E works of God, being wondroos, do weH #J 
ferre our tnofl ferioufi eonfidcration ; biirfb % 
ing are our mind3, we canr^ot con fder them aright, 
v/e fland Hill and compofe ourftWes for that ejid. 
advice doth EJihu give to Job io ^he text, and Mofe p 
to the children of Jfrael, Exod. xiv. 15. —Ail Q^\ 
works are wondroua and highly worthy of oar obfci?!* ^ 
lion J as hi3 works cf cnaiion and ^r&videnci ; and rDort ^ 
efpecially his works of r^dtrnpthn aodof ^r^rf , as thty 1^ 
made known to 1 V.I* *^Q gofp^J'<^ifp*^f^''^^i and p4n^ 
hfly In. the facrfement of the Lord's fopper: — Her€ i 
atHsyouto ftand tli'^K at^d ctot\^te\ft^^^4TO(AwoT5:of] 
fcrfecmins wifdcm and Tr.e -cj , \ti Wvtv^ ^\\^ii?— ~* 
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I Stand JliU and fee Chtti wondrous fVerh* 175 

ritlMk of crmtion ts indeied noft wonderful and f!u^ 
inRfaiNtt; bat his work of redemption is &r more coOly 
lid fofimiiog : The eae coft him but a word of his powep» 
Ntt& other coft him the death of his Son : The one is 
Mc)^ work of bis fingersy Pfalro viii. ^. the other is the 
liifc of bis'trifif, Lake t. (1. Much of the dime wifdom 
tad'fbwerii difphtyed in maldog us meo, but much morew 
b taaktog us f»ots ^ by the one we hare but a (hort mor- 
d-Hfe» but by the other an eternal and immortal life. 
Wt% works of redemption and of grace will be the adroi* 
liMn of faints tfndangeb to. all eternity, Rev. ?• 12. — 

QMae then and behold thefe works of the Lord, as they 
Mfet forth before yon in- the uord and fucrament ! 
CSbbm md fee God from all eternity paling by angels, and 
ikdiiag his lore -open poor rained fanners of Adam's fa* 
■ihi and contriving their redemption by the incarnation 
nw death of his dear Son^ while he pa^ed by the angels 
tint feU 1.— -Goale and fee the glorious Sob of God under- 
Wog, in the council of peace, to become furety to pay 
^n 'Milt and fatisfy juflice for the in}ury our fins did to 
(WTs glory !•— Behold and confider the device o\ infinite 
Vifilnm for reeoadling judice and mercy about guilty men, 
Wbtisiyitig'the demands of them both, by punching fin 
fcicrdy,aod7et pardoning the perfons guilty ! — Stand JHH 
ni fee the wondrous nvork of making the Word ilifh to 
Jvdl aftioog tis ; of the Creator's leaving his throne ot 

6! to lodge in a virgin's womb, and a beaft's manger; 
c 4^clent'ofDay$ becoming a chiid of a day oid^ 
kining to Ipeak and go, and fubjeding himfelf to bis own 
Inrmthe iroomof rebel finneM l-^^ Behold God* j nbondrous 
^rk in letting up a court and throne of grace among the 
iiitQiieiii of ^ailice, and ca^viiMg grace fit as fueen on. the 
Aktofc, with a feeptre of mercy in her hand, and thence 
4iRie forth proclamations of grace 10 poorv' wretched; 
hjA nlirerable, and naked finners ; proclumiiig pardon 
l|S9M^i6odemned, liberty to the captives, and life to the 
i^i Yea, fts grace laying fiege to the hearts of rebels, 
tbtm by the go/pet -tiampei to rwtw;Ati%' tt4 



ufing tbc niolt prevailing arj^umeots ivith them lo da it, 
Uk<?o from dve [neiii<itlan> rufl^erirvgs^ li^Midt JTigbt^^oKidit 
And Gfctiifa^ion of the Son of God. 

Sehotd and confide r ih^ ^^ndrPHt mtrk ^f God k 
fiirnifhing .aod fiuin^jihe Mediator hr our Qiif^rftblc dr^ 
cumflgnaSi jai^Irig rhe dlnn^ and bumaa natures in <m 
perfot) hr our r^Uef ! Obferre how wdl }kc foiu our^xip 
ftcAcies ; he h vmn, that he mighi die for u^ ; and (^^^ 
tha he fuuight , oTercanie death! M^n, xh^t he nufii 
corphat the devil ; and Ccd^ that he might v^^qulfh bia! 
TU^fflj thai he might talc oo our^guilt a.tid,pumfhmeqt^ 
and God^ that he might fupport under it i M^in^ ilut 
he might oJTer a ftcriljce for ua ; aod ^^i^ J^> tnake it k* 
finitely inerHorioa& I Mofi^ thaa h^ m\ghi fymptfhac ^ 
with^i in trouble I and God^ th^t be imght d titter ml 
a wondraus work inds^crfi—Agai^p .obj^rvcjihe McfJ»Wf> 
foloef^p how e3CAt5lly it fuics opr ipilciies artd wan^l Id 
our wonderful tmnt^nue^^ there U li£t for our dsadij^l^ 
J»ght fof oar d ark n eft* beauty for our deformity, llreo|t!i 
for our weakocfs, health for our ficHncfa, b^loi for mT 
wounda, ruiment for oar nakednefst riches for our poverty, 
me rt t for ou r gu tltmet^ ^ r igh tc o u fncf s for on r j uftifi ca um], 
a fountain for otrr poJtuTioo, grace for pur faiifti^catiOE, 
bread for our hunger, w^v^v f^r (iur ihirll, aoddc«p tsv^^ 
cics for our deep miferles 1 a >vondtrful work, to mak 
one deprh ib exa^ly \o a^fu^e^ aoothcr dqpth/ T^is a 
ibff^ deuig ^f the L^r^^ and 's^sndr^m iji,eiAr tjet. 

Siand Jifii and fie G^d*4 ^vi^i>rtdr^<if 'wtr^j^ jn fesdi 
oar 7^/;ja^a?/, /A^ Prince cff^^^ king* g/ ih£ egrfl 
10 go up and down the wildttrnf^f^ feek)f|g after the I 
^<fep» oallin/ and mvitlng ibemin iherflioiliendermioQer 
to come umo htm \\ir life and fjftlpatiQri, wiliingly fuhmyt 
tio^ 13 he tmfeied by SaUn^ j:oftaadi*tt-«i by fiopcrsi W 
feffer all roansKr ,of ifidigniiieg, a eurfed dcfih, aai the 
"Krath of God, and all ib^it Its might be si facrifice tP f*^ 
I iffy jaftitie for our flna r , Arvi sSt^v ho had fu^mit^etJ tp I 
jeath tmd^lhe graw for ^ tipq^ Jie cotujq^red ihsm wui 
ro/^ again ; and g^^e commift^oft to hia ambaif^doj* to 
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9 and ofiev diem falvation in his name; tfnd 
ne fo, he afoended u^o heaven to intercede for 
I0W9 it ii incombent upon all communicaotf to 
■thde amazing morJu of God» at his holy table* 
ler« thankfalncAt andpraife. 
here, and fee the /ou main cf the. great depths 
love broken ap» and dreams of the water of iife 
sely theiefrom to the^fbns of men. ■ ■ ■ ^ ■iCome, 
*/ ladder let up, that reaches from earth to hea- 
God the Father at the top of it, Gallmg yon to 
btavcn by 4beA<^ of it, tr/2, Chrid's miouhds^ 

dpromifts I Come, fecibe manha ccBi- 

iH plentiAil thostpefa^ and falling about ybur tents» 

man invited to gather! r-Gome; fee thie rock 

in ikut wiklera^fit, to fupply the ceceffities of 
% (et xkt rodt iinittcki by the f od of Mofea, land 
e curfet of the law for you I — ——Come, fee 
^refygt Opened fbhr poor teandayerSk thatfiobefa^ 
flaiB their fouls by fsn, may flee to it for.ihdter. 
:e for your liTes^ and do not linger by tl^e way J 
le, fse God bringing hi* rigbtewfmfi near yon 
gniky criminals, and. bidding yon put k^^n for 
f in judgment ; it is a robe that wiH fit ^rery one 
— Gome, fee xht fruits and leaves of the tret 
ken and fcattered among (lar?iog wounded fouls : 
I fecdtm the fruits tf his purcHafe for your ami- 
apply the leaves of his {kromifes for your heal- 
-ome, fee tbtnvell e/falvatian opened^ bring the 
bucket of faith, and draw water. The great 
well is here ; come with all your difeafes and 

it, come with your hard hearts^ Blind eyes, 
h^ feeble knees ^ latnefeet^ and cold affections ^ to 
waled, — -Come, fee Ghriji's tijiameniofme^t 
man allowed to put in for a (hare of the legacies 
cmuioed. This you are to do by believing* 
laying hold and embracing the promifes ! 
Tfiraying prodigals returning tQ their Father'a 

1 fee their Father embracing thenii and the «^^lf 
'^Mg at their retQra : fee their filthy ta^^^itiim 
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«ff, and the white robe of the Sob of God pot on themt 1 
the fatted calf killed f(»r thera.— Come, fte the Kimi 
giory entering in at the everltftihg ^tes df ncne foak^'i 
throning iin and felf, taking pofleffioo of their hearii, 1 

fettiog up his throne and Idngdom in them. ^GolWb 

King Solomon both crowned and married in oiie dayl 
aftonifhing match concladcd between the Prin€9 §f i 
and the heir ^fhclll All the daughters of Zion ibt ol 
forth to behold this fight. Cant. £▼. 1 1, — ^AU thcfii 
great and wondrous works bf God to be feen ut dw 1^ 
and facrament, which all coDmooicantt ought 10 A 
ftill and confider, 

Confiderthefe mar?elloDt woika To As to be SbuI)^ 
fefled with them, make them the fnbjed of yOur ami 
tion ; entertain high and admiring thooghts of God» i 
of his infinite love and wifdom manifefted in them. G 
firm credit to the record and teftimooy God hath gjifes 
of thefe wondrous works, and glorify the great AnduM 
them with your heartf, tongues, and iifes. Eaibr 
the gofpel-offer, and be afraid of offending that God 1 
has humbled bimfelf fo low for our.fakes, and hM vrai 
fuch great and wondrous works for os. Be careful to fi 
him and pleafe him in all things, and abhor fio bis gi 
enemy, 

ADVICE XV. 

From Rev, zxii, a. 
In midji oftheftreet was the tree oflife^^ 



IT was a fad day to mankind, when God 1 
dam frpm the earthly paradife, and from the tr^ 
life that grew therein, and alfo (hut the entry to itJ i 
behold God, in his free mercy, is now opening an O* 
and thviting Adam's baoiihed poderity back again \a€\ 
eerpgradife, where there are purer deligji^ts, iM ijM 
^^adrSat^n cafk enter; and where there ia^ trM^ 
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'wiflt iofinbdy preferabk to that in Adam^t para- 
lua tree of |lie ^r excell that in its leaves, (hadow, 
iftrtpes; it. animates, yea, reftores and preferves 
fer ; neither is there any flamiag fword to hinder 
fl to it. Adam's tree endured but a (hort time, but 
I for^evcr. Other trees decay, fade, and. wither ; 
/ CMft is ihc fame yefterday^ to-day ^ ^nd for 
come then, fit down under the (hadow of this tree» 
\ fmit, and lire for ever. Though the tree be 
ited in the heavenly paradife, yet its branches, 
and fhur extend to every believer on earth, as well 
: iaints above. Thouiands of communicants at the 
ble hsa^fat donun under bis fhado^ nuitb great 
uA found bis fruit fweet to tbeir tafte, Ghrift 
that bears frait at all dm^, every month, and e- 
le fliarpeft winter-months of fickuefs and death, 
e are fome very afeful trees in the world, that af- 
nec^rtes to men, fuch as meat, drink, phyfic, 
ithing. Behold, God hath provided fuch a tiee 
Jefos Chrift affords us all thefe. i. Meat: Ht 
that bis flefh is meat indeed ; that is, his flefti 
d and dying, yields ftrengthening food for the foul, 
\ of itt f raits and effeds. It is food well prepared ; 
Trinity fpeot a whole eternity ia preparing it. It 
well feafoned ; it'v^ feajoned with the love of God, 
wjth the blood of Ghrift, ^ndfpiced with the graces 

pint. 2. Drink : Chriit*s biood is alfo drink 

to the (bol, in refpedt of its comfortable effeds : 
pardon, peace, light, life, flrength, 6c. TheTe 
from the rock are moft refrefliing, cordial, andfavoa- 
i; lavourytoC7di/, favoury to <ifi^^//, and moft fa- 
> every foul that hath ufted it. ft is a fweet cup 
o be put in your hand, if you have faith ; but it is 
as to an nnworthy communicant that wants faith : 
yoH be worthy, the drink will poifon fin, quickeo 
and refiefh the foul. Fear not, O believer, to ttike 
dranght ; , Faith will make the cup medicinal aad 
vn to thy /ou/^ and it will only kiU aiMd d«ftx V| >lE«t 
^3' ^^J!A^' The iea?es of this tree ait i« Kh|| 



Uo Chtjfi fwfiii mr Tree if life. 

mg of thi nathni : Chrtll hatb m^ny healing premiA 
iRi^ich, when sppikd \>y faith, are moil ufefd to pingt o 
iln and corruptioo^ aikl to b^&l dj( the Toii^s Wounds a 
difeafet*— 4* ThU tree affords ^/^ta/^/j*^ <»{/** Poor fd 
ico Adam, when oaked, wept m the fig-tree for its leiii 
10' -corer bim ; but, & let his poflerity go t<> the tree > 
ti/e, where they ihaE! get iofioitely better cloathiag, 
Ckri/l^t perfect ti^bit^ufnefi^ which U Tpotlefs 4iJd tatt 
bidiDg. Behold a rkk robe^ let wttb the pearls and dif 
mood* of heafen. — A h^gf rehy fo broad astocoTei 
whole e led wodd. It alfo covers all i he fpots and JftErmft 
ties of believers ; fo that net oce of them is to be Ceem 
This robe if aa broad af the )aw^ which we are told is 
ceeding broad, And it it jufV as beautiful as broad; \t/^ 
kmake* erery ele^ fool amiable and acceptable to GodJ 

r^Nef^erthen was there foch a trsc^ either itithecojtn- 

Iy-t)r the heatenly paradife, as- our glbnoos irif^/isfe\ 
Jefus Chrift. O buogry fouls^ here h mtail thfrfl^ 
Ibds, here b ^r/w> / O difeafrd fodi^ )\^t^ h midimA 
O naked fouls » here is ci^thingl O come then to ih^ 
tree of life, and you have all things oeceflTary for you, 

O communiciims, you are called to take a view of tfc« 
hUffsd Trif^ as it was he wo, maegledi and cot do#i 
by the ax of Juftice, when he died upon the crofs for youTt 
Even m this bis mangled cocNdiiion, he is a moll beautiM 
amd en^ging fight to the eye of fstiib I O bdteyer, bebolJ 
your princely Jefos lifted up on a bloody crofs, od the fi?| 
of mount Calf ary^ for *li f»atioi», to fee him, ard gfi^bei* 
tfi him for food aod bealmg. Since that raooRt wasfii^ 
created, it never produced fiach a tree, or fbcb precfMtJ 
fruit, as the Lord of glory haogiog on the trte of^liff 
erofSf tbat wa* planted there feme hours : Clirlft's bicgiff 
on it chsrjged \it njitore from a corfed to a bleflTed trffi 
a tree of life and f^Uation. This tr^t ^flifi made nwonf: 
Cllr;*ry a fweet andJofcly paradife thatdjtv^ (frotwiihftaiJd^ 
lag of all the maltfaflor^ boaes that lay fcattcred upon *A\ 
.{ aiHi the fruit ^rovvinjj on it that day hatl^ enriched bftif* 
/^drff^ a&d c^rtt, dad wiiJ £11^ hcfttto 'HikW eUttwi CttO|J 
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are likewife called, at this time, to draw near a cru- 
:hrift, the tree t^flife^ that is always loadea with 
Gome as oear as pofTible you can win, (hake the tree - 
I, and gather as much fruit as you can ; eat, and 
for after dmes ; yea, gather and lay up for eternity. 
'he fruits of this tree are durable aod lading, plen- 
id enriching, fweet and fatisfying, manifold and va- 
Rev. xxii. Twelve manner cf fruits every mentb^ 
is 144 crops in the year. Likewife they are moft 
e to the wants and' neceflities of your fouls. Whac 
naore fuitabJe to the guilty, than pardon ? to the 
than life ? to the hungry, than bread \ to the thirfty, 
Iriok ? to the wuunded, than balm ? to the blind, 
ye-falve? to the naked, tiian cloathing ? to the 
Nity Ihad ftrength ? to the weary, than red ? to the 
s, Jhan liberty ? to the diflarbed, than peace ? to the 
lercd, than light? to the warrior, than vi6^ory ? 
eTe, and innumerable more^ are the fweet and fuitable 
of the tree of life. 

hen, give all diligence to (ecure and clear np your 
[t 10 this bleiled tree of life and its fruits, which are 
fiered to you freely, without money or price. Aban- 
md rejcd the four and unfavoury fruits of fin, the 
, and your own righteoofnefs ; and embrace the 
f iifexfk the arms of ^ith, and all its fruits are 
, Come, ^t donvn under hisJJjadowy at his table, 
lelicvingly receive and fieed on thefe delicious fruits. 
luyvr delightful and refrefhing is the fhadow and (belter 
rijl^s right eoufnefs to the foul that hath been fcorcfa- 
th a fenfe of divine difpleafure for fin. Thitjhadcjf 
M and protedb him from the heat of God*s wrath, 
the curfes of a fiery law, and from the flavifh fears 
fath, and wrath-like difpenfations. — Then let every 
y and fcorched foul come at Chriii's call, and fit 
I mider his fhadow : give firm credit to the gofpel- 
t cooceining Chrift's furetyfhip, his fufficient righ- 
befs and free offers : acquiefce heartily in this blefied 
rmux of /belter and fafeiy, and put a\\ ^o^\ w^^ 
7a£dence Id bis r/gh teoufnefs alone *, ai^ aXAd^ cati- 
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tentedly under its (hadow, without waodering froait, 

going from tree to tree, at tnaoy do» feeking reft or i 

ter. Sorely all who leave drifts and wander after 

(hadow of creature- comforts, or their own dobgs for 

Iief» will difquict themtelfci in vato ; for there ia no fki 

'or reft any where^ hot under thejba^tw p/ tbe tm 

life Here only yoo will find proteAion and proiifi 

This made tlie fpoa£e fay. Cant. ij. 3. //Si/ dmnn iw 

his Jhadonu nvi/h great dei^gbt, and bisjrmii mnufi 

to tny tafte. "■ ,' 

Let all thefe who have experienced the lafiiqf J 

fweetners of Chrifl's (badow and fruit» blels God ite | 

them counfely and drew them to this happing. Saet 

you alnde dofe under this (hadow, and make it Jonr c 

tinnal refort. Chrift fpeaks to you, as David to Abnd 

when he fled to him from Saul's cruelty. Abide ibm% 

tnct fear rtot, for be tbat feekelb f/iy life^ feeketb 

lije^ hut *witb fite thou Jhalt be in fafeguardj>^^^ 

Likewife pity and pray for them who flight the trn ofi 

and are going through all the trees cftbe nvood for ttjk 

fatisf«6tion, but cannot And it. O commend this bfa 

tree to thus, and invite them to come, and fit down n 

the {hadow of it, where they will find all \hing9. Say toti 

as Philip to Nathaniel, Come and fee. •--ht Sfo lodLiog 

and longing for the full enjoyment of the tree of of 

the Paradiie above, where you fliaH eternally ^g M 

the if ranches of it, meet with all your fritnds, andca 

fruits with a far better appetite and reiifli than eve 

did here below* 



} 
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AD VICE XVI. 

From Ifa. xxxiu 2. 

\ Jball he a hiding'place from the wind, and a 
covert from the tempe/i, 

laKftter dorms or tcmpefts believers are exporeJ to 

here, Jhrill is aa excellent fbclter and hul^ng* 
om them. Before Adam's fall, that (i.i entered 
: world, all was Gain and fereae; but fince that, 
rid is becQnK a weary wildernefs, full ot tempers ; 

foon as one b laid, another is ready to blow. 
are (lorms of outward afflictions, (ickoefs, lofTes, 
^ppoinnaenti, and' iiaoy wrath -like difpenfations 
idence; there are ftorms of temptations from Satun, 
fes from confcience, thanderings from mount Sinii, 
MBS from God, reproaches and perfecutions fro-n the 
; And yet all tbefe dorms here are but like drops 

the fliower, if compared with the terrible (lorni 
tb to come, which is abiding the ungodly and un« 
ag. But glory to infinite wifdom and free lore, for 
; oat a proper hiding-place for lofl finners amidft 
torms, 10 which we are called to turn, Zech. ix. 
irnye to the Jlrong-hold^ ye prifoners f*fh9pe. The 
7/r(/f is an excellent (Irong-hold and hiding-place 

all (lorms whatfoever : In him there is fufficient 
lad accommodation for us ; his *wounds are wide, 
rcy large, his merits infinite^ hi» offers free, his 
x^ gracious and extenfive, Ifa.xlv. 22. Look to me 
fyefaved^ all the ends of the earth. The accefs 
larcd free, and the way patent, to all who turn to 
rong-hold for (helter, and never was any excluded 
irned to it. / 

Tudfied JeCus, O consmunicants, reprefented to you 
facrament, is the ftrong-hold and hiding- place to 

you are cal'ed to turn by faith for (helter and fafety 
:hc fword of jurtice. In him there axe e"st«.lU^t 
forihcker, C'aor. if. 14. and wl.icVt "^ow o>\|^v v^ 
' Acqaaintcd with. There are the clc/u 0/ Vit 
0^2 nBOun; 



Chrifl crucified Qur UiHi^'^kc^^ 

^^ifunds end m^tiUt vliich all ChriflV d^€f fl<( 
when ftorms acife, Tbcje «* alfo the ckfti of 

p9^ver^ the cleft of hi* ^v^ifi/crjSf the cltft ot hts /#vtf, 
the dtft of h*s fmihft^lntfs ; many & liotra bate 
efcaped in thcfe clefUi— In tUis hi4Jiiig*|>facf ihtfc ire 
, chamhtri of iafety, 50 which yots may retire wbei 
tern pcJ t blows » Ifa. xxiri* 2o« There arc the fitfrtti^r 
Clinfl't ojfic^i and fwect itiathnf, whicli lie hatli aiu 
ijbr the {kfety ^nd comfort of believers ; in eadi of tl 
lU&oy of ttie^n bave fouod fbeltcr when Aoims bftre falc 
'HKre U ;Uro tbt pltraikiit chamber of hit coveciatt j' 
the clofeti of its prtjmlf^i^ which aiford fwect tftii 
places in tempefluous times. O (ludy to be acqtialiited ^ 
tfieiy. David was well ac<^uaioled with the weUotd 
ctovenant and its promifes, aod bad hii recocTfc theitti 
troubtjUK ttntes, and psrciculsTly wheci he was threats 
With tbt A arm of death, 2 Sam, Kxiit. 5. AUh&ugh 
hsufi hi H&t fi 'wiih G§d^ yei he kath mads 'with mi 
t'jerUfling CQv^n^nt^ ^rdtr^d in all thingt aniji 
thh ii &ii f/iy faivniisn . Aod be p!cads the pom^C 
ibis covenaat for bis fafeiy, Pfal. cxik. 49. Remtf 
the miord io ttjf finani, up^n ^^hich thsu hafi camJh 
l(f 66pf, Come then by tlie e^cerdfe of faitb^ aod (but y 
fd^es op 10 thcfe fwcel chambers nt the Lord's cable » 
tkkc complacency ia vicwir^g and walking through thei 
Chri/i cruc'ijis d is a c^^^ r t a n d hiding -pU te to beHe 
and to every thing that bclonp to thern : He is even \ 
Ten to their bodies in lime of dangerj fo was lie tc 
difciple whefi ihe fiorm was breaking upon himfelft ^ 
Xftii, 8. If ye- fie k me J hi thsfr g^ thtir^^j. But! 
cfpecially be is a covert to \hsit pah % (befeheacot 
precious as hisy^tu^/j"; be hides them in his wouods, 
k^eps ihent !fy hh power ^ through fai}h^ mnif> f^h^ 
Me is alfo a covert to i^zxt grace t^ a;nd keeps tbcoi t« 
when really t© die, and fiv^a them fronn being oveiwh 
cd in the day of tern pe ft. What bad become of £ 
and- of P' ter's grace, UDiJtr violent ftortiis of vtwi^ 
i/he hsd not hetn a coijert to them \ Many a time 1$ 
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ingeroas ftornw — Litcwife Chrift is a covert to 
nets tod marks of grace ; he prefcrvts them, 
them legible, after many blots wliich fm and Sa- 

apoa ihem : He hath the bleflcd art of rccover- 
aringup their evidences^ when they arc frequcnt- 
) for loft in times of backdtding. 
x>nfider how miferable they are who have 00 in- 
is biding place : you that are out of Chrill hav? 

from the temped ; yon can neither have fafety 
rt in timet of trouble. Nay, when any ftorm 

I without af;ainfl you,' a guilty confcience will be 
life a ilorm within ; and alfo lliew you a more 
Tm gathering againft you, even the wrath that 

: Wrath dill coming, but never all come ; a 
will ftiil be blowing, but never will blow over, — 
fill become of you, if death come upon you in 
lefs itaic, whili out of Chrift the only biding" 
) be fure then hsll nui/i follo-M) the pale horfe. 
then will ye fly for help for (heher ? The rocks 

II not be a hiding-place to you, if Chrid do not 
No creature will ikreen or pity you, if Chrifl do 

II the creatures will take part with their Creator 
J, and indcad of hiding you> they will be ready 
and accufs you to the purfuer, tbejuftice of 
uu cry to l\\fi heavens t O cannot the vad expand* 
s afford me a hiding-place from the tempeft I 
hey fay, there is no refuge, no entrance here for 
srs of Chri(t ; we'll open only to rain fire and 
, and furious florms^ upon their heads.— If yoa 
eair, and fay. Is there no hiding-place through 
gions of the air for me ? No, the air is tranfpa- 
will difcover the criminal, -nd will raife a whirl- 
rath to blow you intn hi!ll. If you cry to 

s there no hiding-place in all the depths of the 
ia to (belter me fro ti the Lamb's wrath ? No, 
ive up her dead to be judged, "and wWl rage' f.i- 

ainft you, If you look to the earth, Is 

are nor pit in all the earth to Viide me Itorci v;\^ 
trxn/ :<o, the earth, laftcad ot Vutfvti^ ^^>a^% 
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wilt open itf mouth and let yoa go quick down to Bet 
flighting the wounds of Chrift« that vcre opened to 
ter yoo. 

(> let every fioocr then flee now. while it is tim 
thefe blefTed wounds of Jefus for iafety % Be of go9d 
fort^ O fioner, rife^ he calUtb thee; fife and come 
thete is yet roora ; for fake all falfe fbekers and lyiog 
fuges. Ahfolute mercy ^ a hlamclefs txuilk^ ccnviS 
refolutiotts^ prayers^ ttarr^ ordinaKces^ mi/fiftersg 
BOX be a hiding-place to you, if Ghrift be negtedcd. 
thing can fatlsfy juffice, nor fkrecn from wrath, btt 
wounds and blood of the Redeemer ; therefore fee to i 
thefe only your coreri and hidipg-place. 

It concerns all lo try If they naTc. got into this hid 
place, and if they be among Chrift's hidden ones; b 
lievers are called, Pfal. Ixxxiii. 3. If yon be amoiigt 
hidden ones, you will have a hidden life, andbeaeqo^ 
u'ith a life- of fecrct prayer and coi Fefpondcoce with . 
ven, and a life of faith and leaning upon the Son of G 
you'll have hidden food, meat the world knows not of, 
hid manoa of communion with God.— You'll have hi( 
c/oathing, and be acquaint with putting oiF your own I 
vnd putting on the hidden garment of Chrift's righioovfi 
-^You'll have hidden (Irength, and be acquaint with 
7 owing flrength from Chrift both for work and warfon 
You'll live upon hidden fupports in daik and calaxoi 
times, and draw comfort from the promifes, and 
thefe the grcuod of your hope — If you be in Chri 
}our hiding-place, you'll be among Chrifl's poor and 1 
dy ones, for it is to fnch he is a refuge, ifa. xxv. 4. 
you fee your own emptinefs, ill- defefvings, and ioful 
ency, and depend upon free mercy for every crumb ? 
you dill begging at a thione of grace, and inclinioi( to 
alt free grace ? Saj'irgi N^t unto «/, but to Cbrlfi ^ 
glory ; he ■- ali our fahation and all our dejite* H 
f y are ihipj who ca9 lay clc^im to thefe maiks. 

-, k 
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ADVICE XVIL 

'Frooi I HCings xiz. 9. 
}rdjfud unto him. What doft thou here. E^ah? 

the concero of every man, to be always ici cafe to 
e aocouBt to God of his erraftd and deHgo in every 
f work he is employed 10 ; aed fo ought commoni- 
: the Lord's table, when God or his miniders ask 
IS the Lord did Elijah, What doft thou htre^ com- 
mt f What is your bofinefs and errand at this ta* 
Ian you iay, I have many errands here;, 1 come, 
ly Saviour's call» to celebrate the memoriJU of hit 
3ve» that bis name may be remembered to all gene- 
? And nuorthy is the Lamb tkft njoasflain to be 
]» adored, and praifed for ever. — 1 come alfo to 
le and feal a marriage- contract uith him in the mofl 
manner^ before all the peifons of the glorioot Tri« 
efore the eleA angels, and before all the cOogrega^ 
Seeing Chriil doth once more call me to it, after 
broken tryft, ajid hath put on to hisniarriage-robes^ 
d garments, to win and engage my heart, I come 
hapds with him before God, angels, and men, and 
nd' all witneiTts to the bargain. Surely this is a 
rrand : O that the loog-fpokeo-of match may 
id* 

^ou fay, I am come to a rich and liberal Saviour^ 
y my needs out of his fulnefs. I come on a good 
en he ufes to deal bountifully to the poor and needy,, 
ay to them, as the King to Eft her ^ What is thy 
\ f and *what is thy requeft ? — Well, is ihy pcti- 
dy ? Dofl thou come with the publican's petition^ 
merciful to mt a finner? Or with David's peti- 
ord he merciful to vie ; heal my foul^ for 1 have 
egainft thee I Or with that petition, Pur^i memitk 
and IJhall he clean ; *wajh me^ and 1 Jhall h^ 
f^aji/^r/jfgnis? Of with th%t^ List nty JonVlHe^ 
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^nd it P^all (yfmfffthef. Or doyoocomewith 
petitiOfU' and r^^Acih, Dratxf raa, a^J wr luiJi 
thefft ii'Wjsk^, n^rth ^wind ; and c^me t&i 
ti^'Vt} up^n my garjef$j th^t the fpic^i tksrtof^ 
out ! Sorely there p^dtians arc agreeable to your 
er \ fe« ihat you tntiil upoa tbem, and prefs for 
Study to ha^e a )i*ely feeling at i>iis time 

warns* Woald you hare tbem all fuppll 

Then come smd eat brace a enici^ed Jefa^ in tbi 
faiikt aod he luili fully ^fwer thetn alL Wodli 
alt your ji^t yf^jyW fatbfisd a( once ? Belioid 



fues you to come to him to get it done.- 
ha?e the ft^ofi^ of Jeeing latlsEed ? Then he fad 
Ls§kto mt^t itftd U je favtd^ — Bebdd m»^ bu 
Bfh^id King ScU^mn ^ith tht er^^wn &n h: 
.Would yau haif* the fccfc of ijrflr/ff^ fatisitd 
^rh he, incline ihine ^ar ; kn^zken t& mc i git 

pry voice. Would you haye the fenfe of^^r/?! 

£cd ? He (aitb, iajle and fee thdt God w ^9^.- 
yod hare the feofe of touching ftttbfied ? H'c fail! 
i//ji^tfr /i> y^iiWj thrufl rtirjt& myf^de ; feel rhe 
made by the fp ear and the nails, — Would you 1 
feofe of fmeiiing fatisfied I Come thefi to ChTii 
nume h *?/ sititmeni poured fori h ; and wlK>fe £ 
/mW/ of diJ&etj myrrh^ and caff a, — Come h^rc 
all your fpitiiual feofes fatbiicd at Chrift'j fnU fca^ 
Ohjeil^ hut I am afraid I am not amotig tl^ef 
|P|db that Chrift wtil make welcome. Anjvj). H 
Mt of the-i<3rt|>tiire-%haraa<er«'of thefe dMtt GMfl 
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is the heavy ladtn dme to him^ Mat. xi. 
a Jicky and much diftrefTed ? Then ChriiL 
irtain and converfe with fuch. Mat. ix. i-3« 
ungcr and t hi rji for Chriik ^, He faith, he 
rywith good things^ Luke i. 53. — ^Are yoa 
{kjlidings ? He iavites fuch to come to him, 
-Are you defirous to pat on the wedding-gar- 
^ted rtphteoufnefj ? Then, to be fure, you 
>c excluded, nor negledted. — Do you earocft- 
is bolyfpirit ? He aflures you, he is more 
e the Jpirit to them that ask it^ than loving 
ogive bread to their hungry children. What is 
ion to their' children, in comparilon of Chrift 
I then, you may red on Chrift's word ; for 
e free in making promifes, than faithful ia 
good. He is a God that ktept covenant to a . 
f ration J, Venture then upon his word, and 
ib\e with hope and expedatioo to gee all your 
d. 

^ain ask you, as God did Elijah, fThat dojl 
lommunicant ? Can you fay, that yoa are 
I heart -affe^ing (ight of the blood and wounds 
IS Redeemer, fo as you may love Chri(l« and 
re than ever? That is a good errand, and 
ill furely approve. Come then, draw near^ ^ 
:> the foot of the crofs, and take a narrow add 

his wounds, aod of the blood that llreams 

Obferve how fail the blood runs down from 
the ground, fader than ever tears run down 
lyes for fin, that caufed the (bedding of his 
If is not fpai ing of his blood for you, however 

>eof your tears far him. Draw yet nearer^ 

r ear to his wounds, efpecially his five big 
s hands, feet, and fide ; which like fo many 

wide opened to fpeak to believing communi- 
:n and hear what they fay ; What is the lan- 
: two wounds in his hands \ Come to me^ and 
iltyfoul into tny bleeding out-firtichcd armt^ 

jou from ihc fword o£ *^>3K\c^, — \^'*'"^ ^^'^'^ 
two wounds in h\s ittt^ w^^ ^^"'^'^ ^^"^ 



« J 90 The Ccmmunicanys Erranitm 

they ray» Run to me^ and eaft yourfeif' down at 19 
yr^/» and 1*11 protedl yoa from the avenger of blood.——* 
Hearken to the deep woapd in his fidet faying, Fife tt 
me, O trembling dore, and riljhilter tbee in this elift 
of the rock : Thou haft now free accels to the ark« be- 
hold the window opened in the fide of it ; look in at-i^ 
and fee my heart burning with love ; Yea» tAruft in tkj 
hand tjo my Jide^ unbelieving Tbofnas, and feel my 
bleeding heart how warm it is to ybu« and he no won 
faitblejj, hut believing, 

O communicant, can you com^ to the foot of ChriSV 
crois, and iee his wonnds, and hear loch langaage, aii. 
your heart not be affcdled with love to Chrid, and baited 
I o fin ? Can you behold Chrift thus cruelly ufed, nailed 10. 
the tree, bleeding and dying in your room I Can yoo fte 
the heavens turning black, the fun drawing in its heaiditbe 
earth quaking, and the rocks rending at the fufferiDgiof 
the Son of God, and your heart not quake for fio, tbati* 
wakened the fword of judice againft him as our furetv f— 
O what caufe have you to be alhamed of the hardneis vA 
UBconcernednefs of your heart at fuch a fight, and to cry 
to God that the heart of (lone may be changed into si 
heart of fleOi, and that the fire of Chad's love may dcToeirf 
and kindle fuch a flame in your foul, as may melt ycnr 
frozen affediocs, and confume the fiubble of your lafhtii 
corruptions. Of old the Lord ufed to anfwer his peopled 
prayers and ikcrifices by fire from heaven : Praytbatbi 
may anfwer yours in like manner, by kindling a holyfrt 
in your foul, as he did in the hearts of the two dtfdpkl 
going to Emmaus ; even a twofold fire, to wit, a fire tf • 
love to Chrid, and a fire of indignation againd fin. O lovt 
the Lcrd Jefus as your treafure and portion \ let yoQf 
thoughts be mainly upon him, and your foul's brea(hii|i ^ 
after him. Be njuch concerned for his iotered and cule» 
and for rhefpreading of his kingdom and glory in tbeWOiUi, 
>^nd be looking out and longing for the full and pttW 
crjoyment of him. — Likewife keep up a droog aveifiai* | 
Cm, Btid la what is op\Jcf\v^ 10 Ck*i\^^ ^Xi4 \Tv^tiaut »^ j 
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ttk and kiogdom ; look always upon fin as the grand 
ly and murderer of Chrift ; and therefore do not fpare 



ADVICE XVIII. 

From John ▼. 6. 
^efus faith unto him^ IVilt thou be made whole ? 

"^ HIS miraculous healing pool of Bethefda* at which 
the impotent man had lien thirty •eight years, was a 
I of the Meffiah, and the fountain of his blood opened 
fet forth in gofpel-ordinances, for healing all our fpt- 
al difeafes. And Chrift's method of healing this roan 
ihes us, that if we would be hSealed» we muft be willing > 
vait at the pool of ordinanoes« till the fpirit come to 
the waters, apply the blood, and effed the cure. And, 
he mean time, we muft be fenfible of onrdifeafe, and 
k up to Chrift our great Phyfidan, with eameft defiret 
healing. This is imported 10 Chrift^s queftion, IVilt 
u be made tvbole ? 

communicants, you are cfireaTed by fin, and the 
gues of your hearts ; thefe have blafted the primitive 
luty of the foul, and brought on it a ghaftly deformity, 
:fi much pain and weaknefs. Your difeafes are roani- 
d ; atheifttcal thoughts, mifbelief, and ignorance of 
id's troths, arf* woful plagues ; hardnefs of heart and 
thly -minded oefs, formality and heart -wanderings in 
ly, trufting to your own righteoofoefs, ingratitude, and 
.kflidings from God ; thefe are difeafes you ought all to 
(enfible of. God w<^ld have every man to knenu the 
\gue of his onvft hearty 1 Kings viii. :i8. in order t» 
being made whole. Thefe are the fick that Chrift is 
triy lO come tc heal. Mat. ix. 1 9. Chrift fir ft makes 
:ii iick and feriibje before he makntVttA'^V^Oi^. Viv\^ 
^ 1^ any Acquaintance with ihU Vi^^^QnlbaXt ^xtv^^-i^^^n 
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ficknefs ? Have yon been made jTcbfiUe oFthedtnge 
Datnrc of your difeale, and thovghtfel and (blidtoov a 
tbe-i/Tue of it ? Have yon bceo made to groan and a 
under the bnrdeo of your diftafe» faying, / am trtm 
mnd homjed doivn great lyt I go mourning all the day U 
Have ^ou Teen there is bo healing in yonrfelTea, or in; 
con virions, prayers, tears, or reformatioM ; 4ud tfai 
is only in Chrid, u-ho hath an infinite fulnefs of merit 
fpirit to fnit your defperate malady ? Aie you wSlin 
fubmit to the phyfician's prefcriptions.for healing ? B 
pill or portion never fo bitter, you will fwallow'it : 
your cry, Lordf nuiat mjtit thou have me to do ? 1 
are tokens of a right preparatory ficknefs. May the ] 
Spirit work them in you. 

The great meritorious means of your healing is iiti 
ofjefus Chriji^ which is fct before you in the facraii 
for you to look to and apply by faith. As the ifra 
were made fenfible of their (lings before they looked tx 
brazen ferpent for healing ; fo mufl ye, in order to 
prizing of Chrift, and looking to his blood for healing 
fpiritualplagacs. Now the fountain is open, and the 
ing (Irean^s run freely on both fides of the table; 
then, with a feeling of your difeafes, and bathe in 
for curing your hard hearts, your blind eyes, yoor 
hands, yout feeble knees, your lame feet, and cold ; 
tions.— p impotent man, are yoo. lying at the fide < 
pool while the waters are (lirring ? Have you no ftr 
to move forward, and is there none to put you in P 
look up to Chrifl, that healed the impotent man aftci 
ny years waiting : look to him by faith, as he calk 
Ifa xlv. 22.' Lc^ unto «?r, and beyefavedy all the 
efthe earth, As I offer mjfelf to every difeafedfi 
particular as well as to all in general ; fo let ever] 
embrace me as his Saviour, and apply my blood, to hi 
ticulr.r difeafes. Faith is a healing grace ; not on 
touches, but its very looks are hcalir>g ; hence Cbrii 
to fever als who were healed, thy faith hath waik 
'U'Mc O itt then if youViavt |;n\vVvA Vw\\»^^mA 

^u^. How irajl knov/ \V w^^wxVi\«.^l^Cfeai 
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\ healing faith will make the foul heartily approve 
^l- method of falvAtion, embrace God's teflimopy, 
I with his gofpel-off-T in all rcfpetfls.' And it 
ty an appropriating trufl and confidence in the me- 
virtue of Christ's blood, ofFeted to the finner in 
r for his piirdon and healing ; which makes him 
\ Chrifl as his Saviour, and venture his foul and 
upon his mtrit and piomife. In this healing 
a difeafed Gnner, there is a particular acceptance 
conBdence in a crucified Chriib, correfponding to 
gofpel-offcr which he makes of himfelf to the dif- 
>ul. — This faith brings him to a fixed refoKition .to 
; phyiician's door, and defend upon him alone for 
And it makes him caii open all the doors and 
f his foul to receive and entertain his phyfician» 
poor impotent foul, if there be fuch a faith as this 
m thee, then thy fifth in Chriit makes thee whole, 
aling baloi is applied, the cure began, and (hall 
)c perfected. Bf of good cheer ^ thyjins are for* 
ee ; Jefus Chrijl niaketh thte ixihsle, 
Qcerns you alfo, to try if the happy fruits and ef- 
this healing faith appear in you, whereby you may 
', that the (trength of your difeafe is broken, by 
^the bloud of Chrift ; and that you have got it ap- 
r curing your heart- atheifm, hardnefs, unbelief, 
amality, and particularly your weakneTs of hands 
lencfs of knees : So that, though formerly they 
weak and feeble, that you could not lift up the one, 
down the other in prayer with any fervency and 
. ; yet now it is otherwife : Then this is a good to- 
ftrength of the difeafe is broken, CitriQ: has ukea 
his hofpital, and has you under cure, by the daily 
on of his blood and fpirit, and yod are on the way 
jry. — Can you fay further, that your drought is 
abated, yonr thirll after fin and the world ; and 
ar appetite for foul -food, communion with Ghrift 
mces, is happily increafed ? Can you bear the light 
lan before ? Do you love fcaTch\ti^ (ctmo^X i^ 
' good /i^ns— Have yoa & VigJ\ dt^ni «^ ^^iw -^h- 
R ts 
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Hdaiii anJ do yau eotenaio him kindljr M^hen be riGfa ^m\ 
JlA'ie yotj recovered more flrengtli and willingntrs to ftite 
Ijim in the way of conuaandcd dutic^s ? And have yau a !i 
ly feir aod jeaEoufy of rrery thing Uiat might brmg on 
j^elapfe into ypur old diflempen I Then there U good hope^ 
through grace, that your faith is a healtog faith ; the wort 
of Iicaimg isbeguQ, and fo far carried on. ChnftiiOBT 
ockt and hi* work b perfed, 

^ O then 'ftudy to be thankful to your great phyficirt, 
^*yif)g, IVbaiJhaU i rt^der io iht L^rdf^r sli his hint' 
fis Hm^m-di me f BUp tt^l.crd^ my fitt/, andfirfft 
n^t aU hii htrtefis : mtko fcrgiveth ail thine iniquUm^ 
heaUlh ail thy difiafcf^ ^nd redtemeih thy fiui from dt^ 
Jlruliifn f m^k& rent^eth thy y&uth liHe the atgUs^ ms* 
^eth ihte run and not smeary ^ ^w^ik and nift faint, ^^^^ 
BUffedhe the G^d &nd father afvur Lord Jefui Chnfi^ 
•w^^i according to hh abi^$^dant mercy ^ k^th begaUenui 
ffgaim to a Hvtty ho fie ^ by the re/itrr^/lien «f JeftuChri^ 
from the deiad, to an inhentance incorrupt ikie and un* 
defledf and that fadeih not a^ay^ referred in heaven 
fir nx. Then the cote ih^W be (vHy peife^ed* ami ire 
Ihall dwell always b<fide our phyiicratij and enjoy .perfift 
and uninterrupted health for ever and ever, — Exprefs yOBf 
thankfoltefs while yoo are here, by being witcefe for 
Chrift, /hining as lights before other Sj commend ing Chrift 
dnd hb ways to them, hating aJl Hn, ab!laining from \t\ 
Tcpromg fin in others, and teftifying again (t it. Be meet 
and lowly in your carriage ; deal uprightly with ail mea ; 
Jove dl that bear Chrift V image ; be zealous for fiimiiy-re- 
Jrglon, for fandlifying the fabbathj and attending God'ior* 
dioances- Pray earneftly for the coining of Chrifl's kii 
^om upot^ the earthy and do all you can to ptomote it, 
Waicb and pray againA backflidings and rebpfes ii 
^d diflemper*, aod for that end be humble and Iclf-di 
dent, be dented to your own flrength and conduft , ai 
be always jealous of your corrupt and deceitful hearts* 
Xh'jr fy faith ufon the S&n cf Cod^ looking to bim botb 
ibr jTgiiteOtfffieft and ftren^\\i. KnAVcat^'it ^^ ■it^.^sw^tofi- 

^ mih eocmies, ^ut ^ntU nwboU armtjur ^f GUv^^ 
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ay he able to fiand againft the nut Us of the devil. 
lot the ariiiour of your own refolutions, it is the 
ir of God^ «vcn the graces of his Spirit. It is not 
graces or parts of that armour, it is the nuhc'.e ar^ 
. all the Chiittian graces. It is not enough to have 
-mouT in the houfe^ or grace io the habit ; no, it niiifl 
: 00 9 daily worn ^nd excrcifed. God haih prcri-ied 
:nt pieces of armour for yon, the fword op-the Spirit, 
icld of faith, the helmet of hope, the breart-plate of 
■oufnefs ; but there is nothing for the back, for God 
is runaways, )ieb. x. 38. If any man draw back^ &c. 

AD VI C E XIX. . 

From Exod: xii. 14, 
fnd this dayfballbc unto you for a memorial. 

S the paflb?er feaft was a memorial both of the de- 
lireraoce from Egypt, and the redemption by Chrift ; 
wmmunion'fakbj/h is a memorial oi iundry remark- 
hiqgSy and ooght to be held as a moft memorable 
ly. every, believer, as it brings to our remembrance the 
s(l events.- and bl -ifings. 

A communion 'i abba th is a lively fuemorial ofChriJVt 
' ; for the facrament adminitlered that day by break* 
f bread, and pouring out of wine, b a vifible repre* 
:ion of Chrifl's deaih, by the breaking of Chrift's bo« 
.nd pouring forth' his blood on the crofs ; an event 
I God will have remembered to the end of the world, 
:hrough all eternity. Why ? Becaufe by it God*s 
£liODS are highly glorified, and the ele^- world re- 
ed from hell. Chriil did inflitute the ordinance to be 
iding monument of his death while the world ftaods» 
p» xi. 26. At often as ye eat this kr^ady and drink 
lip ^ ye do fhensi the Lord's death till he come. And 
lameat of the wonderful love oi Go-Ji '\tk ^\<\tv^\\\%^xv 



praife both of the rt^decnKcl on earih, and the ] 

heaven, accordinj; to Rcv. i. 5. v. 9, 12. 

was that Mofcs ar.tl Kli;iS when they csmc from 
mount Tabor to wait uprn iheir Lord when tr 
they made choice of ChriiVs death for the fobj( 
^onverfation, Luke ix. 31. Arid good rea(oa»JI 
death was the fpiicg and caufe of all their gl( 
ven ; neither Mofcs oor Elias had fhiaed theiC; 
Botbeen for ChrlA's death. 

a* A communion-fabbath ik a fpccial mefn 
of Chrtfl^s refurrefiion from the grave,* which 
iirft day of the^week, and hence called the Lor 
being the mod honourable day to oar Lord 
and the mod joyful day to nil the redeemed \ a 
clear proof of the perfefliod of-ChCtft's facrifioe 
to dirine jofHce, and that Our Surety's (atisfiadi 
ccpted for our complete jollification and abfaluci 
by It appeared that tiie elect's debt was difchai 
redemption iinifhed, and their cautroncr liberate 

r. . 'Tt-!^ j_— j^L-.*a J . .t J A. L ^ *L^ < 
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'cd Qp in YiAory. Likewifc Ghrift by his refur- 

avthe head of the church, give to all the members 
b«dy a fure pledge and earned of their refurrcclioa 
le grave a/t t'le laft day, to immortality and eternal 
Vnd on this ddy lie reUcd from all !iis works of fuf- 
nd ledemption, and rcj liced in the renew of them, 
iniic d;;Iight and complacency • Now a conomunion- 
i^ a bright memoiial of this glorious day, -which ia 
ad- in everh^iing remembrance. O believer, re- 
: it with ihankfuin;:fs and joy. 
"his day is a viemorial of your fpiritnal refurrec- 
d tie"^ birth, as it declares your reception into 
aniiiy, and feals-your title to the pr.Tiicjcs of hia 
I, that youarc.born kcirs o/God, and jnnt'heirs 
hrifl of tiie heatenly inhctiiance. AaJ though the- 
fupper b: not a converting ordinince ii iK o>vn na* 
:t the preachingvof a cri\cifi<xl Cluilt this day, haSi 
; means of convertinj^ many thuufands,. and, ii ma- 
rt, of begim^ing the pangs and forerUBoers of the- 
th, to ^t\ faving convli^ions of ftn^ and inqntriei 
hnji, and falvation through him, which have land* 
leir converfion. O pray ihat it may b^Juch A day ' 
And many others, 

'his. day is Si f//f ///o/vW of your rnarrfoge-day ; he* ■ 
I it you enter into, or rent w your snarriage-eove- 
!h Ch riff, the bridegroom of ihe church. Mini*^v 
y tJie gl)fpel cffeis, couityour fiiruls to -C^.hri3,...f»y- - 
tli^efedidto Re'aekah, Gvn, xaiiv. 58". /FiV/ ytm, 
the man Ckrifir 0,i the communion-day, you-- 
^ give your anfwcr as fhe did, WeijjiH gft: and at 
d's table yoafeai your engagf^ment to him* Like*- 
I day if a memorial of \\\^ CGnfumtnation of your- 
fe with ChrtA at the great day, when he will, come 
re home his efpoufed bride, and xonducV her to the 
)alace with jpy and triumphv O prepare and. long • 
■day* . 

*he Commoflion-Sabbash is a tnemorial of year cru" 
fiu^ which was ihe caufe of jour Redeemer's death. . 
ordiiuince you draw viuue fidoei \bft d»:^>^^VO\v^ 
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to kill fin and moctify firoag hi(b. Maay wn 
hcvtn hife been enabled, at thti ooc^on, 
death's wound to thefe lufti and idola they had 
flruggling againft before. ReTohre then, in Qirift 
that^ ibalt not oot-Iive this day ; it is mod jaft 
the death of Chnfl upon it; 

6. A commnnion-fiibbath is a taemoriai q 
€%nquefi and coronation : For on this day Chrifl 
ly receif es the fruit and reward ofthetrafail- of b 
his bitter agonies, b^orerconiing hearts, depofiag ; 
his throDCy and delivering fonts from hu thra 
tranflating them into his owb kingdom. Ard, i 
cafioo, all worthy communicants do, as it « 
crown of glory aod honour upon Chrift*8 head, 1 
cing fin, Satan, and all that had execcifed don 
them before, and gif ing their fall and hearty co 
Chrifl alone (hall reigr> over them^ for ever. ( 
delighted with this, that he efleems it as his i 
day, Cant. iii. 1 1 . O come then and yield youi 
€hri(l, and pray that the communion-day may \ 
his coronation and conqueft, when finners (hall 
free aod willing. confent to the dethroaing of Sats 
thfoning of King Jefus ; come under Chrift's f 
government, and abandon ail his enemies ; fo 
beil right to the throne, and the juded title to 
you. 

7 A commnnion fabbath is a lively viemoria 
hltm of the- ever/afigng' Sabbat h^bove, and th 
feafl there that (hail never end, which Chrifl hi 
fed and promifed to his people. Why? Becaufe 
munion -fabbath here, there is an a^embling of' 
pie to give thanks for redeeming love, and to 
Chnfl and his purchafe, with fatisfafiion and fong 
In like manner, in the heavenly Sabbath, then 
great gathering of all the faints through ail the 
admire aod praife God for redeeming goodnefs,. 
down and feaft with Chrift for ever, upon the 
hisporchafc. O how great it the plenty, v 
Alocfs QfproxHjQU and {a\\&(aO\tA nnV^u;^ \^ «w 
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riUe I There they feed Qpob eternal rederoption from hell 
od wraths peHeA freedom from fin and SdUn, and from 
.11 affliAions and compiaiocs : They feed upon the glori- 
mt prefenoe of God in human nature, the conflani ihintng» 
i hir face, and intimations of his lo?e ; the bright difco- 
'eikt of the works of God in creation and pro? idence, and* 
llfeciaHy in the redemption of men by Chri/l. And in 
faii(efti?al they hare perfcA fatisfa^lion, joined with eter- 
■I fongs of praift. l^t O how far will the commu:iion- 
■bbath abofe excel thefe we hare here below ! Ikre we 
lie oft pot to mix oor praifes with raoarning and tears» 
NCinfe of Hn pre?aiiing> or the fpirit withdrawing. Here 
ladaTeii and unworthy guefls thmfl in among the difci- 
^; bat at the higher table there is no fuch mixture; all 
f| pore and holy, and there is nought to allay their joy. — 
Bere. our commaoion-fabbaths are foon over» and hav& 
ll^h^ week-days, and trials to fucceed them; but the 
atHnunion-fabbath above, the fea(l, mufic, and afTcro- 
hlytre ererlafting, without interruption or uneafioefs of 
Mqf fort — O tV^ni improve thefe (hort Sabbaths^ as mcmo-^ 
lUtind means to prepare you for this everlafting Sabbath; 
ud in all ordinances^ here, keep your eye upon the hea« 
vcaly fieftirak 

A D. V I C E XX. 

From Jerem. lii. 19. 

9^Jball I put thee among the children f Thoujhalt 
call me my Father, — 

^T^ HOUGH there be great mountams of difficultiesi 
X in the way of doners Talvation, yet God, in hi( 
1^ mercy, hath, found out an exj^edient to get over them ; 
ifiD by making choice of God as our God and Father in 
9mA. — That you may admire his grace the more, take- 
' liew 0/ ihc diiEcuJties that lie in Uie wa^. God tni^ht 



condemRed rebels m me hands ot my lahoitejuU 
v/hom I am cn;;igcd by my truiU to deftroyj havi 
iht'foHlth.ith.iKtthlh.illdie, li^re is zburntH 
rain of juftice^ in the vviy of your faUaMon ; h 

-Ho-w/ball i 



Dcrcy gel over it to help you 
among my children^ whofc: hearts arc full of cnmii 
me, ar>d h?.re all your days been plouin;; with \\ 
and afTidiog him to (ij^ht jigainfr me^ and'-pdl' th< 

cfF my head ? Jlww /hail I fiat yen af»ing i 

drcftf who are fo deformed, pollated,»a(icl Joathfo 
^^re8y as black as hell can make you, wb^have 
days been wallowint; in the mire,' &Dd drenched in 
die of fin ?— //cou Jhali 1 put you amottg-VQ t 
who have been all your days Satan's vadais, drm 
his work, grinding in his prifon, and ferving dW 

and pleafarct? Ho'w Jhnlt J put you mnnng^ \ 

dten, who are impotent and J^me, cannot run. my 
FiOr move one ftep in my fervtce, nor do aoy thing 

or glorify me? Hoiv Jhall put 'you among ; 

dref.f w'lo h ite my. children and my imags in th 



furmounts all Difficulties* " ioi 

Isall I put you among my children^ who have been fo im- 
penitent and hard-heitrted all your days, as never to drop! 
>ne tear for any of a]l the black and heinous fins you baVe 
committed agaiod me ^r-^Honu fljail I put you among p^ 
:hildreny who have never kept one word to me, but rbavc 
>roke all your baptifmal engagements, and gone over to 
the devirs camp, and harboured my enemies I O how is it 
that Cod cao come over thefe mountains, to put fuch^as yoi ' 
among the children, and allow ycu to (it down at the chil- 
dfens table, and eat of their biead ? How is this confidcDt 
with the honour and holinefif of God ? . 

Blc^fTed be God who hash found out a way for his mer* 
cy to come over all thefe mountains^ by providing a Me* 
diator aiui Surety to fatisfy julHce for our tins, and pro* 
claiming a new covenant, that whofoevjer accepti of. the. 
mediator, and makes choice of God as his God and Fa- 
ther in hiiQ, fhall be taken into God's family, and be num- 
bered among his children, ootwichdanding of all ycu have 
dpoe to provoke hiin to call you off. Thoujhalt call me 
fjty, Fathir, Wonderful condefcenfion, that he fliould al- 
low fuch prodigals and runaways at all to fpeak to' 
btm, and far more that he fhould put words in their, 
mouths, and fuch kindly words, as my lather I Amazing 
gcxxJoersl^ 

If you would make this addrcfs aright, and take hoId< 
of his covenant, /o as you may be taken in among the chil- 
dren of God, and allowed to come to his table and eat of 
their bread, you mufl be truly grieved for your long rebel* 
ling againd your heavenly Father, and flighting his offers 
of mercy and pardon thiough Chtifi; you mu(i be deeply 
humbled before him, and fall in with the gofpel-method 
of accefs to him by a Mediator ; you mull quit ail depen- 
dence on your own rightcoufnefs, and break with all your 
father's enemies; you mufl make a free and hearty choice 
of God, as your God and Father in Chrift, reding wholly 
upon Clirid's mediation and righteoufnefs for acceptance 
with God ; — you mu(l make a furrender of your(elves» 
and all you have to bim> and engage in Chriil*s^rength to 
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2 X Taking huld tfGoi'i Cmtmntp 

fcfve htm, as cbcdkbt chiMrea, dtfirous lo pieafe | 

/: Father iq ^U ihmgt^ 

O come then, cntar Into «jveDftnl KCilH Godi and n 
choice of him as your Father in Clirifl ; this « th« 
expaiient for remoTing the diificulriea in Uic ^ay ftf 

- fjilvaHOfHp and for taking you into Go<i*s ikmnyj ^nd t 
bfirm^ jQU tmong hb children ; unlefs you fall in wii 
yOn can h^ve no riglu to llw^ th*ldr«BS^ btfc^d^' ^au^ 
unworthy dimmnnicants, and «at and dftnk jod^tiKi 
yoorft^ivts. O then prcweni it, by enterirf intaiOfe 
wiih Godj that yog m^y be ukcn in aniiiDg the cliik 
—O young perfons, let me pyt the mitttr home lo yo< 
JoOiua dtd 10 the llradites, Chufi y^^ this dayiithm 

jivi/I fervti Gbufc you ^wljom you Will take for 
father, whether God or the devil I Both are courtiog 
heariB ; which of them will yon yield lo? U there ^ 
foolifti as to halt betwixt two opiniofts in thb cafe I U\ 
any fo mad as ftand tn doubt whether to dwell widi C 
or the devil for ever?— — Now Michael and hti bd. 
and the Dragon and hi* angel »» arc flruggUng for 
hearts ; a cunmng devt^ is holdings atid-^ ^S^^g ^^^ 
\% drawing; now cafl the balance, and fliew whic 
(Hein you incline to. The eyes of tbe Holy Triaicy ^ 
youy the eyes of angels and men are on yoa/ to Mic« 
ffae iflfu&wiB be. O then be firife aDdoome-prcftosljfi 
midce a furrcoderof yoar hearts to God i»Chiifi; 'T 
isoombfic (b mdodious in GodVears, as. tlie foi 

' youQtperibns weeping and coveniotiog with GbdU /. 

'C^^^ him Jnt e it ; they are cntfed w!ho c^iiy i 
Wici'^'jLV& riftfve die bind and the Jame to God, foj 
the dreft of dd age, or fickne<s» Mai. 1.7.' ."^ 
O cotmmraicifiu^ fee always to bring Ghrifi akmif 
yon in yoav covenanting with God ; never thlidl m^\ 
Daoting Wftb'4iim, bot hy faetifcei bring the Uf9^ 
Cbrift's death to atone for the breach of the firft 
and bring bit 'fiirciilbip to aafwer for your f* 
the finmd^ otherwayt you .can never call 
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^yoQ are all engaged in this covenant by your parents un- 
dertaking for you in baptifm; but as foon as you are 
capable, God will ha?e you to renew it perfonally and 
expHcitelyy and to come fenfible of your breaking this co- 
venant, in running away from Chrid's colours, and i« 
going over to the devil's camp ; and deeply fenfible of yoor 
folly in delaying and Aanding out fo long againfl Chrid's 
gracipus calls and free offers. O come, as penitent pro* 
digals, and moarmng backiliders, with your faces Zion- 
vards weeping as you go, willing to enter into God's 
covenant, and give yourfeJiyes away unto tlie Lord, who 
is your rightful owner. Since Chrifl comes to you at this 
occafion, as in Jlnatm •/ hUod^ it is (urely proper that 
you meet him m\)^JI reams of tears for fin, tiiat caufed 
hit blood to be -poured forth as water ; and that you come 
preientty to an open rupture with all hia enemies, and par- 
ticularly with your unbelief, your pride, your paifion, your 
bypocrify, and other fins that have pierced him. Break 
with them all, and come to him with the appropriating 
zSfz of faith, faying. My Father^ my Lord^ and my C^d, 

ADVICE XXI. 

From Lukc^\. 26. . 

They glorified Cod^ faying^ We have fcen Jlrange 
things to-day. 

THESE who have been attending ordinances, ought to 
recolle<5k what they have been feeing, doing, and 
hearing, and to be fuitably afFedled therewith. Self-exa- 
mination is needful after communicating, as well as before 
■it. Had you the eyes of faith open to fee and obferve the 
goingt of oar God and King in his fandtuary ; yon may 
then iay, on the evening of a communion-fat>bath, JVe 
. have /gen Ji range tf«^ warvtf/lottJ things io-da;j, X^^^. 
have /ceo tbc bloody tragedy of OwW* loStivtv^ x^^^t. 
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fented, and re-a6ted ; Chrift with garmeoll dipped id Uo 
fightiDg a bloody b^tle for ds ; in which the glory of i 
divine attributes aie wooderfuMy difpkiyed ; Behold die fi 
love and mercy of God, who was bighljc offended. wilb'i 
yet contriving oar redemption, and gif tog the Son oT 
Jove to die for os, who wer^ his enemies ; tfnd lor'thi|i 
creating a new thing in the earth, the incamatiaa of 
infinite perfon, making a woman, a virgtn, to be mmJ 
of him that created her ! God incarnate is a wcicldVwi 
der, Jer. xxxt. 23. A ftraoge thing! The. Sob off 
confents thus to humUe himlelf, and die for Gdodew 
criminals, rather than he would fee eleA finners plilB| 
into the bottomlefs gulf of eternal mifery ; in his-liAei 
pity he would put himfdf into it to keep them oat! — ^H 
intinlte 'wifd$m difplayed in finding out a way to lati 
juflice in punching Gn feverely, and at the fame tisK 
gratify mercy in pardoning the (inner freely ! A .ftri 
device ! Jujiice and nifrcy arc reconciled, and kifi < 
another in man*s redemption by Chrift*s death; thc< 
inands of both are anfwcred, and the glory of both e<|fU 

difcovered! Here is feen the feverity of joilice i 

fierccnefs of God's wrath againd fin, in not fpanng 
innocent S«n, when he became our Surety, nor abating 1 
one farthing of the debt ! Nay, be awaked the fword 
juitice againf^ him, and poured out the vials of his wr 
upon him ; which kindled a fire in his foul, made \ 
fwcat, and fall to the, ground ; and there, he that » 
the heavens lay grovelling in the anguifh of his ffi 
and fweating clots of blood ! O how heavy was thei)Dn 
of guilt that preiTed his foul at this time ! 

You have feen a (Irange thing, blood Jir earning firii 
marvellous virtue, that can foften hearts, though hii 
than a (lone ; that can heal all the wounds given yop 
the old ferpent ; that can wafh away the deepeft flbtti 
guilt, and make crieatures black as hell whiter ihap'fiii 
and though many thoiafands have been cleanfed fay%^ 
the flream is no way$ defiled, but dill is pure:fl(ai^pto 
cryAsil I You have feen iHe amazing htttniUiaiyik* 
Son of God for vile worms \ A fttwi^tvVxxi^X '«lit«^ 
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vnrm^ a clod of dud ; yea, made fin for as ! Strange ! 
at he who thunders in the hea^eos, fliould be brpught to 
e in tlie nsanger, aod cry in the cradle ! that he who 
amed the heafens (hould work with a carpenter in his 
ade ! that the great Judge of all the world, fhould be 
KKight to the bar, accufed as a. malefactor, condemned, 
nd crucified betwixt two thieves, that fuch criminals as 
oa might have - a room among the blcfTed ! You have 
an the Lord of life deprived of life, to purchafe life for 
M ! rpotleifi Holineft made fin, and eternal Ble£ednefs 
iide a curfe to redeem you from fin, and the curfe due to 
; ! A (Irange thing ! for the Foly Ofie of God to make 
Bch an exchange with you, to take the curfe, to give you 
be bleffiog ! to take iliame, to give you glory ! to take 
leath, to give you life ! to take your fins, to give you his 
ight^ufnefs ! A (Irange thing ! to fee the tighteoufnefs of 
ne man,' a robe large enough and fu/Ecient to cover many 
houfands, fo ^s not one fpot of guilt can be feen in them 
lyihc eye of infinite jiiftice !— ^ — A flrange thing ! to fee 
iSirift willing to have his fide opened, to fatisfy doubting 
onls of the reality of his love, that you might look into 
lis heart, aiid fee it panting with love to you, and hear 
un faying, as to Thomas, Be no more fait hlefs^ but he- 
'kvingf Strange! to fee him bowing his head on the 
»o(s, to whifper comfort into your ear, faying, Now// 
'tjtnijhed ; 1 have drunk the brook in the way, even the 
■iole river of God's wrath, fo that there is not one drop 
eft for you ; every believer's debt is paid !■ A fi range 
biog ! to befiold the Father pleafed to fee the bruifes, 
genies, and fufferings of his dear Son, that his enemies 
light be eternally freed from them J . ; . 

A ftrange thing! to fee death conquering d^^lf'jLiliee'. 
eath of Chrtft coiiquering all his and our enemies' !"^4Qy , 
ad feen Chrid entering the lifis with death and h^ll^-liiv^ 
nd jufiice, he might have flood amazed, and faid, P 
rhftt will come of this champion, that is engaged wi^h 
icb ftiong enemies ? But flay a little, and you fh;il2 fee 
im lead captivity captive, triumphing over them all, and 
icb all be came for out of the haikd oi xkt is.i'W N^V^^ 
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Let 08 admire the conquefl and the Conqueror, ^ 
was defpifed by men ; yet, like David, he glori 
dued Goliath, that defied the armies of the God 
Hccrofhcd the head of the old feipent that hi 
bis heel, and enflaved his elcA; and he put all 
enemies to flight ! 

A flrange fight ! you have feen to-day God co 
the greateft mountains of difficulties, to pardci 
{jDi^ers! taking rebels to be his children and f 
and exalting them abcre angels that never Cm 
have feen the King of glory courting poor (laves 
thiopiani, and inviting them, with outflretched 
come and match with him, and feallng the-marr 
cant with his blood ! You have feen him make s 
to them^ and welcome them to feed on a crodl 
and all his purchafe i Beheld the heavenly Pel 
feeds his young ones with his blood ! How aroa 
light, that God fhould not only feafl, but feal a 
covenant with you, whofe defcent is bafe, whof 
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Eh the bread in thdr moutlia, or cap in their hands ; 
t ttny. fron the table to hell, though you niuit 
edge you del'erved r:ither to have h.td a cup ot" 

at ia your haod* than a cup of bleiLig ! -A 

G|iht I that gofpcl -offers are yet continued to thcfe 
.?e aiburfi iiiMiy facraments and (crnions! that 
lould be Ilretching cue ihe fcoptre of grace, and 

pardon and mercy to thefe who ii ive crucified hla 
Lod tra-npled hb bljod under foot. 

you feen evtdeocea of gracious changes wrou;;hc 
ts aod wills by the word, fccure fouis awakened* 
'es opened, proud creatures humbled, careiefs fin* 
ade to cry, Away with the world, and give me 

none but Ghrifl. I count all things but lofs aoi 

compaiifon of Ghrift and his righieoafncfs. Thcfc 
ng: fights, with which you (hould be much afll'<5^ed, 

hate fin, love Chrifti blefs God, and glorify him 
oir hearts, tongues, aod lives. Ic is the end of ail 
works that we fhould glorify him. — Oh ! the bed 
afo-1 to lament that they are To little aflc^ed witli 
rvellous things fet before them in the word and Ca^ 
i 1 Surely when you compare tlie rock whence yoa 
wn, and tliat 00 which GoJ fcts you ! and when. 
inQdsr the low (toop Chrift hiS made to purchafc 
>ds of earth aod fins with ins blood, you huve caufe 
mazed at his love, and confounded at yoar own in- 
ie, in being fo little afteifl^d with his marvellous lo- 
ndnefs, or malted for fin that was the caufe of ftllhis 
gs ! — O let the llrange and wovJerful tokens of 
I love you hive been feeing and (hariag of in the fa • 
^ €n^<^gc you to mare th inkfaln^fs io heart and 
av£ you been waihing yoar robes white in the blood 
Lamb i be cireful to keep them clean, and d3 not 
nem again in the mire of fin ; remember your vows, 
.•p your face flill towards your father's houfe, which 
re and undenled dwelling: you cannot take.filtiiy 
H feet tliiiher, for no unclean thing ciucrs thsre, 
:iil. S' ^»/i^^/i IfcCQineth tKini brif:^ L'itd^ 
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2o8 Hungry fiuk^ wAtf they are* 

ADVICE XXII. '' 

From LiAe vi. 2r. 
Bl'effed are ye that hunger now^foryefiallh 

• I.; 

IN fcripture, hunger and thirfl^ \vhca applied K 
tual things, import the fame thing, to nviig.u 
ctefire after fj>iritual and heavenly good things ; wbi 
fire implies fpiritcal life, a feding fenfe of want, 
loDging for food to the foul, together with tlie ui 
proper means to obtain it. Now^ the maio okje(3 
hunger or third is Jefas Clirill, or God in Ghril 
xlii. I, 2. — ixiii. I. — Now there are many things i 
vhich the hungry foul doth dcfire ; as, i . Chrifl'j 
'.:S the foul^s ranfom and cleanHng fountaia. — 2. 
Spirit as the foul's qulckener, comforter, and guide, 
Chri(l*s righteoufncfs, as the foul's doathlng and 
iloa. — 4. Chrift's word, as the foul's daily food ai 

dials. 5. Chrift's fupper, as the foul's feaftanc 

of heaven. 6. Chrift's graces, as the foul's 

and ornaments. — 7. Chrifl's way, or holinefs in b 

life, as the foul's path to h*:aven. 8. Chri 

as the foul's weekly roarket-day for gelling in pi 
neceffary for working, journeying, ffghtir.g, Cf. 
Chrid's manfions above, as the loul's dweliing-p 
eternal communion with God and his faints.-— No' 
would be truly blefTed, ye muft hunger and tl 
thcfc things, firnJy believing that in ihefc yc 
Vappincfs doth lie, and net in ihe world or fenfua 
Again, fee ilut your hunger be of the right kin< 
be inlatiable, fo ihtt nothing can put it off or fatis 
tlhri.t ; the truly hungry foul will not be pleafcd 
ld\ duties, ordinances, miniftcrs, fermons, facrafi 
any thing without Chrift. — The hungry foul will a 
on the greateft difficulties for Chiift; he will part ' 
thing for him : All .ihc uc^ite^^, V\ot^o>a.x%, yw«sSg^ 
--sforts otllfe, caanot fa\sfv ^^«^> woTvtXivA C^^Vv 
fqd. True hunget mW ^^\ Vuca vi^o^ x\\n >At ^ 



The Hungry arefi^cd, 

nake him content to t*k« Chri.^ o.i m- terms, a 
blink in liis hand, an J fay, L>;\/, u'-:/ :y/// / '^:i 
netodo^ I'll fubfcriSe toanyiiilng. only ; ve -ni 
, gireme food to mv (Urviiig fu!i!. 
\ hungry foals arc iiieflcd, b«.Cdu:*e he h.th pr?) \\\ ed 
|fy and fill thcni. li is G xl tiiat cua-es 'he appetite, 
wnCcs the hungc, and therefore he will l.iiis!'y it. 
uogry are the moil ca neil and iiipoitun.iic bci»Ji.$ 
throne of grace; and fuch he has proin.ieJ t^- hear, 
ii. 9. The hungry will wait at G >d's djor ^;iT 
IS, and he prcmiles thit ihefc who ir^;/ hr hi;n 
not' he ajhamed^ \{\. xlix. 2?. The proud, the 
the full and felf-rg'ucous will ijo away, if the door 

prcfcntly opened, Irr the hungry will r.sk, l.xk, 
, and knock ag-iin, and wait ciU G0.I ihi.ik tii t:> o** 
;nd grant an alms. Thefe God is bcjund by his word 
ify. He is their Faiher, and haih the bowcia ot x 

to pity hia child: en. He hcais \\\i ravtns and 
lions when they cry, and teeds tliroi, and wdl h: 
ar his own children, and fill their hungry J'ouls I 
le hath promifed it. 

what is t\\d\ftli he promires to the hungry:' .-/'.yl 
8 them with tf^/i'/wtf .^//iv7f<fr/>jj sts with liic hficw* 
»f God's great fiefs ZT\{\ maje/ly, r:)as li* make iheni 
s of iheiro'.vn noihiniji^crs ; and wlih ihe I.KOiijL'il;^: 
Vs g^cdhc/s and fnc love 10 finner? in Chri.'K lu asij 
ihem fall into raptures of ad-iiiraii on, and c>y, ii'/.o 
oi like tint thee ^ that par donslh iniquity? .Micali 
9'. — He fills them with a difccvery cf'tke e:icetU'ncy 

g-fpel'veviedy for perifning fouls, foas to make 
fay it is a device cvtiy way worihy of God. Chrills 
ory offices, his coveuarit, his righteo-ifnofs, his blood, 
irchafe and fuln;-fs. d'» nobly anfwer at! our foul's 
and nectlEtits •, iliey dclivei us from fia and mifery, 
iry brin? os grace and glory. — lie fil's his bungry 
■ 'W"h g'^fpel [^rjmi/es, by letting them fi.c tficir 
in them, and giving them faith t«) takf. hold oJt'um 
opiy them. Many a fwcct fill do ib^y get fum fuch 
^ J:f« xxxii, ^o. Lick, ^V^<v^ "i^, a%* 
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'.vhca neipcaKs lo mem as lo raui, 2. v^or. xi 
;n \(n. xli. 10. and xl:i 2. — HcfiHsihemby g 
* .vc'Jt rsturtis of prayer^ a^furance of his i^ve 
fra.ijus prefence y^'\xh\\\^m. — He filJa them, 
f'jcr Chrlff s fulr.efs .ind parchafe to them, an< 
them Pijgah'vie'ivs of the profuiildland, and 
♦ill them with^/ry. 

It is only the hun-ry that (hall be filled; the 
humble and felf- denied, for the rich are fent e\ 
Luke i. 53. The r;V/», that is thefe who arc fi 
conceit of iheir own fireogth and fufiiciency, the 
performances, and go about to eHablifti a right 
iheir own, and fee not their need of Ghrill : ' 
go empty away, for they do not pr zs, Chrifb, t 
Jing to come up to his terms. They go awa 
Chri(i and his riches ; hut aJas, they go away 
pride and fejf- conceit, filled with love ta (in, 
woild, and love to their own r ghteoufnefs. C 
miferablcfili !■ 

O hungry fouls, blefs Ood that gives you t^ 



The Redeemed Jbould be thankful, 2 1 1 

vho hath faid^ They Jhali not be ajhamed nuho watt 
mem 

^bje{i. Some may fiij, wc have waited long, anJ have 
got a crumb, ^nf, $ome eminent faints have been put 
ry, Hono long 'wilt thou for^ci me^ Lord^ Jhall it be 
fver P.^sA, xiii. 'But they mult wait in the ufe of mtans 
I God's time come, and adore tae fovereign^ of God 
is dealings with them. His people have refigned them- 
» to the care and wifdom ef God. who knows what is 
for them : believing there is a tinur coming when God 
make up all their lofTcs. O bcHevers, there is a fill re- 
liog for you abOve, that wlU foon make you forget all 
r days of fcarcity here below. 

ADVICE XXIIf. 

From P/al, cvii. 2. 
Let- the redeemed of the Lord fay fo. - 

[ 7HAT is it fuch perfons fhf>ald fay ? Let them both 
V fay and Hng of God!8 goodnefs and mercy to them ; 

of all men, r»ie redeemed of the Lord have mofi rea- 
to be thankful for Chrifb's didioguifhing- mercy in frec- 
thera from the law's curfes and Sirtan's power, from 
guilt, dominion, and puniihment of fin ; from the iiing 
eath. and the wrath to come. Believers are redeemei 

from fin and hell, 

^ How may i know if I be among- thefe happy oncs^ 
redeemed of the Lord? A. Take thefe marks : — 
you ever fee >our (la very and- bondage by nature, fo 

no lefs than an infinite price and powjer could ranlbm 
liberate you ! — Was- you fo convinced and humbled 

the fight of your mifery, as to.be content of freedom 
I it on any terms ! — Have yoiJL vestured your foul on 
id's merit and mercy, conform to go/pcl- offers, being 
'l>Ldfcd w.'i>. the frame of the u^vi ^^x^iaiv^, a.cid:the 

t2& ^-.'^^xti^ 
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CONSISTING OF 

Forty Scripture Direction 
per for all Christians int( 
Heaven. 

IT ought to be the great concern of all 
peHons to renew their baptiinial covenant 
and» by a private tranfa<5tion with God, t' 
bapttfmal engagements upon thcmfehes, ao( 
become Chriflians by th^ir own perfonal cosfen 
render, as well as by their parents dedication ; i 
wards go and fcal this tranfadlion publicly, by 
of the Lord's fupper. Concerning this, I have 
reAlons in fie Young Comn:Hniciint\ Cateci 
Only I would intrcat all my readers, for Ch 
and their own foul's fake, to beware -of going 
woik in a fuperficial or formal manner, and 
upon lip-labour, and the external part of du 
never be cafy until you inwardly and •heartily 
Chrid, according to the giacious gofpel offer y 
makes unto you. Take no reft till you get yo 
uited to Chrill by a true faiih, and faving'y re 
changed from nature to grace, by the cfticacioi 
of the Holy Spirit in regeneration. And as you s 
with Chrift by faith in )our firil converfion, fo 
fiudy to live all your days a life of faith on the (( 
awavs malcing uf^ of him, and leaning on him 
teoufnefs and firength. I fhall fay no moie 
prehce, but proceed to biaricV\ io\tl\ tU^ Cluifl 
Mad excrdfc in thi&lo>w« viot\d/\ti^a£it.iOiXQ^* 
precept^ aod dire^ions^t 
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Scripture'DirenionS, &c. 21$ 

Iredion I, Let nevet the ivorld come in Goi*s room, 
ire of the love of the world ; often think open that 
\itu\ng wordy 1 Joha ii. if. Love not the nvorid^ 
her thi things that are in the 'world; if any man 
tibe vforldt the love of the Father is not in him. 
this is the rumiog (7n of multitudes, th*ir love to, 
oompiaceacy io the things of the world. Nay, the 
\ part of men are dannned for loving the world too 
ii, and loving God too Ktde. Remember the fader 

ye take of ^ worlds the loofer are your grips of 
rift; aod the more you get of the world, ye jtave the 
Iter aecoant to make to him that gives it, and has made 

1 the fleward of it ; therefore ufe your money and goods 
fakfervice andhoaour: Yon mud anfwer for your 

IHESi but your riches eaunot anfwer for you.- Alfo, 

jMnnbeC, if ye fet your hearts on the wcMrld, it will be 
!!di|t yon will get : To have a competent ponion of 
'is^ earthly is a mercy, but to have earthly things for 
p^aonion is a dreadful mifery. Wherefore, while your 
jlB is IB this world, let your heart be in heaven. Let 
ibofinels of your foul be the bufinefs of your life. 
^Dired. ll« iCeep up the fame opinion now of the things 
\th9n90ridy that you mtili have nuhen you come to die. 
In (ce what a low price men fet upon the riches, pomp, 
il dory of the world when they are dying : Had you 
tl uime thoughts of thefe things now, 1 am fure you 
filU not. venture the lofs of your fouls, the lofs of God's 
lltarv the lofs of a good conicience, and the lofs of eter« 
id |)ory, for a whole world ; far lefs for a fmall trifle 
f tt« at many now do. Think much upon that text^ 
Im^. xvi. 26. 

DireA. III. Be not ftrangers to yourfehes^ hut often 
immune nvithyour own hearts ; asdire^Ved, Pfal. iv. 4. 
^iieo others are cenfuring and backbiting their neigh- 
l^irs« be yon fearching and cenfuring yourfelves. Self- 
Kambaiion is a moft neceffary duty. Examine yourfelves 
^tcr every ordinance, what good you got by it, what enr 
maioment you gave your Saviour : Aik Vvo>« Ni«:t^ ^^^^ 
SfeftftaA^Miiy /bch a word, isc. Comtn>aiTA mv^ ^^v^^ 



21 6 Serif ture-DireSiont 

hearts about your title to heaven : Judge of jo 
(late by your fpirhaal date, aod judge of yooc 
(iate by the delightful and cuflomary. anions of y 
Judge of it by your hatred of iin, and lore to O 
by the confcience yon make of fecret prayer, on 
God's word. In commuoing with your heart 
other things^ a(k yourfelfes. What are likdieft t 
deathbed thoughts and wKhet ? Will they not 1 
thefe ? O that I had lored Chrifi more, and i 
left 1 O that I had improveo goTpel-opportuDitic 
O that I had accepted Chrifl's calls aod offers in 
]y ! O that I had fpeot more time ib prayer and 
the Scriptures ! O that. I had beet) more fpiritua 

vent in every duty ! Afk yourfelves, Whai 

fins and pradices which will be mod frightful to 
on, when you fee youtfelves jufl within a flq 
tribunal ? . Study always to keep up death-bed ti 
things.— Commune with your hearts about th 
upon your bed^ and alfo before jou go to bed. 
fciencc bring in the accounts of every day bcfo 
down ; mourn over the fins of every day. and 
blood of thrift for waHiing them away. Thus 1 
reckonings with God and confcience, that yoi 
have old fcores to clear when you come to a c 
Likewife at thefe communings, • let erery man as 
What is my prefent (late and condition ! Would 
ling to lie down and die in the frame and difpoi 
in jud now ? And 1 know not but I may be as i 
this moment, as if my friends wete looking on 
gling with the pangs of death on my bed. 

Direct. IV. Begin early in the fervice of i 
give him the days of youths Ecclef . xii. i . T 
are young cannot begin their fervice to God 
God defires it, to fhew God's delight in early pi 
fee the bcriptuie commends young ones for it; 
corded with l^onour, that the cliild Samuel minifl 
Lord; I SaiQ, ii. i8. Jofiah is commended for 
hesLil for God in his undet ^^?.i^, o YLviv^ 
Cbrid was well-pleaftd w'wV^ \\\t \\d^i«i^ic& ^ ^ 
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ihtt attended him, IVIu:h. xxi. l$, 16. Wiien Solomon 
b'his you:h fought God for wifdom, if is faid the fpeech 
ffifid t'^e Lord, I K'Ogs iii. 10. So Timothy is co:n- 
nded for his early p:e:y, 2 Tim. iii. 15, And God 
yi to Ifrael, / rem:m^^er thi khtdnefs of thy yiuth^ 
. !!• 2. And he rrcom ncnds to every one to begin 
on, Ecclef. xii. i. The young difciple w^s moH beloved, 
\kxA leaned on Chrift*s bofum. — Now is the proper time, 
P young people, for making your acquaintance with God, 
IM for laying a good foundation f)r the time to come, 
fep.'ntance is caficft in younger years ; fii is then Icfs 
footed, Satan*8 grips lef* fi/lenod, gjfpel-ofFors are not fo 
Aghted, thi Spirit is not fo mich qjenclievJ, the confci- 
5fice got fo hardt^ned ; the heart is ilien more eaHly melted 
m\ broke God f^eks the m.th of thejl.ck, tlic bed of 
Mir time ; O t!ien let him h.^ve it. IF yo 1 forget God 
Ita* young, it is jull with God t j forget and neglcifl you 
old. 
-DireA. V. Shun the company that fl)uns Cod^ and 
)9P the comp.tny that God keeps, Pfal. cxix. 6?, itf, 
xiii. 20 Look^ on the fociety of the carnal or pro- 
as in^eftious ; but reckon furious praying perfons 
I excellent ones of the e:irth. Such will fervj t> quicken 
1 when dead, and warm you when cold. Make the 
jtlicft of God's p opie your great .-fl intimates ; and fee 
thefr lofe ani lik.n.fs to Chrifl be the great motivre 
Jour lore to them, mo e than their iove or likenefs to 
It is not true C'lrillian Ix) -e, b it party -iove^ to love 
^thQfe who are of yuur fentin^'nts in all things. Yea, 
pttghth;y fliould differ fiom you in fomc thmgs, if you 
^Col*s imige on x\\zn, and that t!iey have feilowfhip 
f-tl¥' Head, y )u oa^h' t.) J jve then, and have fellow- 
^iWith then: K ep up /;:• communion cf faints, for it 
i'ooc of the articles of our creed Chriftian conference 
Wd fo:ial pruyer hive b-^eri bU'fTed of God to preferve the 
ife of religion in many places, tlierefore let thcfe who fear 
he Lni-'l fpcak o^ten one to another, M^]. iii. 15, 
DireA. \l. Put a h:^h v:ihie upon preuiouj liwe^ atvA. 



Scrip turC' DircSUon s 

thcfc do who arc r.t t'lc point of death; and al« 
member ihat ic is inipufHbie to call time again, 
v.pon the lofs of time ?.s sl greater lofs than the Ms 
money, or ?.ny worldly ihing ; and therefore (hui 
wading grimes, unprofiuble divcrficns, and idle tal! 
Ki'pecialiy value the mcit precious part of jour tim 
as the A^crning ot youth, ihe morning of every d 
particulatly the prccitus time of the Lord's day. 
on the Lord's day as a tryil-day with Heavea ; 
any part of it, but carefully improve it for God 
good of fouls, botii your own and others. Ic is 
thought, net want of work, that makes any fay, th 
time to fpare. 

Dirc«5l. VIL ^"lUcnv a little time every day t 
upon eternity, Coniider the import of ihefe woidi 
hijiing punijhment^ and life eternal^ Matth. s 
O eternity, eternity, that is never nearer an ei 
always, as it were, but beginning ! One ferious 
of eternity is enough to fhikc a carelefs foul to tin 
AVhy ? he (lantis every hour at the door of eterni 
if he (lep in while cut cf ChrKl, he is4;ternally 

eternally in delpair. O the fwift river time is ( 

cveiy one of us into the ocean of eternity, an oc 
hath neither bank ncr bottom, and what each of 
foon launch forth into. What an awful thought 
Lvery one of U3 is within a ftep of being eterna'Iy 
or eternally curfed ! ettinally laved, or eternally d 
O if every one would believe and confide r this, 
wife, fo as to,pray as for eternity, repent as for i 
hear as fcr eternity, live as for eternity, obey and'c 
thing as for eternity. 

Dire«5l. VIH. "1 hr^.ng'iKUt y.ur nvhole life^ he ; 
ef the chief hujhivfi cflife^ Phil. ii. 12. Now t 
refs of life is to m^ke it fare that Chriil is your lif 
to think much en the end of your life, and providt 
it is to lay hold on eternal life, and keep (iril figl 
So that nvhen Chrijl ^ko is your life Jhall ap} 
»aj a/Jo appear 'with hivi in glcv^, ,Vlt\.\v\. c^, 
Kligidn be youi dWcrfion, W ^^ut \iVi>^Ytvd^\ 
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hz Met&ttg need/ul i giVe all diligence to m^ke your 
idltog' and eledioo Aire. Make fure your Cdllinp, ami 
^7.ou make fure your cledion. U yoa would iiiake lure 
fi&Qr'cAlling, make it fure that you are united to ChriQ by 
i|pth, and that Chriit is the life of your foals. Do not 
^ in eonr'iitiohs, nor in teirs, or prayer?, or duties, 
&rtn any thing fliott of ChiiU. Pr^fs bom for an iniere(t 
pChiiity- aid for the affuaiice c>f it. AfTjrancc is at- 
nable, and aflually attained by m:iny ; and it is nioft 
"iry for chcarful obedience, for b::aring tbe crofs, 
ng in the Lord, giving thanks for redeeming love, 
I for performing many bther duties of Chridianity. 
> Direft. IX. Let the rathnai foui govern^ and ike ho-^ 
l^hffuhfervient to it^ i Cor. ix. 27. Alas, many on the 
niKniry make their fouls drudges to their bodies, and em- 
*' r-thcir noble faculties wholly in deviCng how to pleafe 
||e(h. ' Ah^ what fools are they who mind nothing but 
rfiodies ! Why ? they arc the grtaieft enemies to their 
'for by fo doing they forfeit the eternal happinefs of 
r bodies, as well as of their fouls. AVhereas thefe who 
' their fouls, and mind them chiefly, they confult the 
jfs of their bodies^ ai wUl as of their fouls; for 
ftody is never fo well as in heaven ; when fafhioned 
Clirifl's glorious body, then it is in pcrfc£t and eter- 
Ihfialth. 

|^re£l. X. S'tudj^ both to live and die in the e^evcife 
\ttpentance and godly mourning for ftn^ Mat. v. 4. 
p& may think repentance a melancholy word, butiiis" 
ifof the fweetefl words in all the book of God: It is a 
JJ^l-duty, for the law or covenant of works admitted of 
ibiepencance ; it is the efFeft of God's free love in and 
hrough Chrifl, to open the door of repentance to fallen 
tHoers ; it cod Chriil his blood to obtain it for us, and it 
\ his free gift to us, Adls v. 31. Surely it is good news to 
ifeiT that our fovereign bids poor condemned ,ciiniinals, 
hat were brought to the place of execution, 'repent and ' 
hrow themlelvcs down at iiis fert, and thf y flirdl get par- 
toa. It was the fum both of John's and C^rifl's preach- 
^g» Hffenti /or ike kingdom of Cod u aX band, W'^-is. 
T 3 '^^^ 
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•.he r.i)ing of « godly miniTer, " That if he w< 
" in ihe pu'pir, lie u'or. Id W'lhto die preaching r?[ 
'^ and if out of tlse pulpit, he would wilh to d> 
** rfp< ntanc^." Augi.frne f iib, ** repen ance i 
•• t^ft difpofiucn boih lor dying Chrifliars ard nr 
Afld It is utitien if him \ if, that h€ ditd with tei 
r* e% weeping fur (in. Tl.is is a duty never out ( 
therefore iliidy (^aiJy to keep up a tendtr and 
fr;ime, n^aintain contriiioo of hca'-t and abhoiren 
and for that end, uk: e?ery day a turn upon me 
vary. Many tUiik tea fad ihing to be repenting 
but it is f«r a fodder thing to be r^ptotirgin hell, 
pentance from Cod for Chri(l*s f^ke ; fay wiih i 
Jer. xxxj. z8. Turn thou me^ and IJIzallbe tui 
tkou art the Lord n*y Cod. 

Diiecl. XI. While you viind the necejfary fina 
nefs or inheter.t ri^hicoufjie/t, Ut it never take 
of iwl'Uted rigtfecufnefs^ Rom x. 3«. PlaJ Ixxi 
he rent ngl;tecurrcfs indeed is to be lovctS but 
rightcoufnefs only is to be trufted ; for though 
rightcoufnefs or holimfs be areafTaiy qraliHcatic 
vcn and fa!v. tion, and cur evidence tor It ; }et i 
ted rightcoufnefs only that is the foundation of it 
title to it. Let Chiift's came be dear to you, ' 
cur rightcoufnefs, 

Dirtdl. XII. Ewfloy Clrifl as ycvr furety in 
and in every Ji rait go to him for ret ef^V^dX. cxix. 
xxxviii. 14. Study thciefore to be ueli acquaii 

your furtty, and live near him. When th< 

^ mards payment of debt, and threatens yiu wi 

I look to Chiift, and cry, Lotd^ he furety for, % 

\ undertake for me. — When you are ci.lltd to pe 

I tits, bear affl-aiots, rcfid temptatiors, Hru^gle 

ruptions, engage with enemiv. 5, ic lockflill to 
be your furety, and to urdcriakcfor you ; plead 
to make out thtt promife to you, Dcut. xxxiii. 25 
days, fo fl-. all thy Jlrength he. 
Direct, XIII. Aiycuexfedio livcMiitiChriJi i 
JJuil; /o live to Chriji on earthy \^^\.^s\\\ 
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If you would live to Chrift here, t!ieh you muft make 
Chrifl*8 honour and glory your ultiiunte end in all your de- 
iigns and actions ; and make your mod valuable interc^ls 
fobfcrvicnt to his inttreft and glory. StJdy an univcifal 
confcrmiry to Chrifrs holy laws and precepts, and make 
It your great bufinefs to approve yourlelves to Chrill in all 
things : Jiufethe things that pleafe him, and carefully a* 
void every thing that is difplealinq to him, Plal. cxix, 
30. Ifa. Ivi. 4. 

• Direa. XIV. Cleave fajf to Chn/}, and the iv ay of ho- 
linefs. ivhatever it may coftyouy Ads xi. 23. 2 Tim. iii, 
1 2. Think not the woife of Chrifl and his ways, that they 
arc perfccuted or reproached, and ih.it fzw do own them. 
Ghrifl foietold this, and faith, his way is a narrow noay 
that few walk in. Join with the //>//«? j^W*^ to whom the 
kJDgdom is promifed, which will abundantly compcnfatc all 
yoni Tu^Ferings for Chrif}. Ncv<^ folio w a mahitude todo 
tvili but cleave ift Chrill however few jjin you. 

Dircrt. XV. Sfck the approhuihn cf God ahovc tint 
rfinen^ 2 Cor. x. 18. What is the ftpplaufj of worms to 
ibe fmiles of the God of heaven ? Wha* v.ould- it avail us 
to have poor n.en like oarfelves to commend us, when 
the great God that made u? doth condemn us ? No matter 

• though men cenfure or condemn our anions, if God ap- 
l>rove and commend then>. It Is a vcty fv.nll thh/g to be 

■Judged cf nan's judgment ^ hut he that^ judgcth us is 

'ihje Lerdt i Cor. iv 3,4. 

. DireA XV!. Be much employed in admiring Cod^s 
Jtedeeming hvc and Ckrifs furttylhip fr us^ 1 John iii. 

. li 16. l-his is the employment cf ilje redeemed to ?H 
eternity, Rev. v. 9 And i:ll who go to heaven muit be 
acquaint with their wo: k while litie, Rev. i. 5. O what 
matter of eternal wonder iml praife isthtie in God's giving 
his dear Son to be Ouir furety and faciifice, and in the Son's 
▼oluntaiy undertaking it ! 

Dirc^. XVII. Delight much in thinking and fpcoking 

ef Chriji, and particularly rf lis death and f'iferin^t 

jfhr us, Luke ix. 31. lUv. v.9, m, vn\n^ \!aK V\«: Ni.'*v»^ 

through a ka of wrath, a U-a oi Uoo^Ji, <.k^ ^S. W\^^-^ 

T 3 
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and fuiTcring?, to bring redemption to as? ^ 
ever forj^et hiin ! The great God tJces great p 
the work of our redemptions and is wtlT-pleafe 
Redeemer wl.o ondei took it. Cod repented ihs 
Mao, but never reptnted his redeeming man. I 
Gcd delights in, we Oiould deiigbi in, efpeciall; 

reap the benefit. We fee, &om Luke ix. R 

the fubjcdl of Chriil's death is matter of dif 
praife to the glorified fociety aboTf . When . 
Elias came from heavtn to mount Tabcrrowait 
transfigured Lord, tliey chofe ChriH's death f< 
jeA of their converfation. Why? Um(i*s ded 
fprlng and caufe of all their glory in heaven : N 
fcs or £lias had (hined there, had it not been i 
death, /^nd fhall not we, here le!ow, dtligbt i 
fptaking, iind Tinging of this noble fubjcd, « 
ground of all tke happinefs we either have, or h 
Dircdt. XVI II. Treat objeiilons rat fed ag 
clcjifg 'u^ith CkriJ}, as fuggeJiUns of the enei 
feeking the ruin of your fouls, Rejeft thtm, 
did Peur*s counlel, M;<tth. xvi. 23. Get tkce 
Satan. As Satan would have hindered Chfift' 
us ; fo he would hinder us from relying on Chi 

Oh, faith one, I am unwoithy tf any (h?.r€ 

death, j^fifiv. If you wi 1 \ ave notliing but w! 
worthy of, you mud have nothing but hell. 
Abraham, Paul, Magdalene, the thief on th( 
idolatrous Corinthians worthy of, btfoie the ] 
them ? Whatever be your uowortliinefs, are 
to apply ChriU s blood ? 1 hen fte what Chri 
ycu. Rev. xxii. 17. IVbofoeicr ivil/, let kivi 

nvater cf life freely, O but, jaith cnotkt 

are heinous. ArfsU. Canfl thcu be more \ 
.Chrifl is gracious \ Doih he. not proniife to 
fins that are. like /c^rW ard cr'nujovy Ifa. i. \{ 
you, I John 1^7. 1 but his blood cUanJcth us frt 

O bkfs liim foe- that word all.-. Co not t: 

5atan, who would tetn^x xW^ vo xVuwV \W\ Cl^ 
fttc€L crfF) tut, in iVH« oi aVV V.^ C»iu Va>j ^ VC^N 
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faithful \vord> that there is n?ercy enough in Cod, merit 
enough in Ohrili, powtr enough la the Spirit, and room 
enough in the gofpeUctfers and piomift^s to you. Believe 
that wordy Lam. iii. 25. Tke Lord is good to thim that 
•matt for hin\ to the f^ul that fake th him. Say to thy 
(bul, '* Can this \iord of God fail ?- Has God made thee 
■* willing to wait and fetk for him, and is he net willing 
** to be found of thee ? O my foul, dofl thou not fte 
•• an infinite pcrfedtion in Chriit*s righteoufnefs, in Chrill's 
«« blood and merits." We may fee an end of ail Crtrihly 
perfe^ion, but we can fee no end of Chrifl^s ptiftdion, 
which is irfinite. 

Dire<El. XIX. Study much thcfe great gof el l^fons of 
denjitig yourfelvesy and exalting Goo's tree grace ^ Matih, 
Xfi. 24. I Cor. i. 3 f . The defign of the gofp.l is to call 
down felf, and all idols, that God alone may be exalted ; 
it is to make felf nothings and God all^ in point of ^^x-^ 
dom, llrength, righteoufnefs, and glory ; it is to take ma:> 
wholly off himfelf, and call him on Chriit for tl e whole 
of his falvation. It is a good lign of a living change upon 
the heart, when a man is thus humbled, and caff into the 
gofptl- mould ; ynh^n felf loving is turned inro \t\i loaihin^* 
felfadmirihg into fclf abhorring, fefexcufivg into felf - 
accudng, ^mlftlffeekirig into fcif-denying. 

Di r.dt. XX. Dranv all your Jhength for nnot k and 
nuarfare fr^m Chriji, and prefer, t ali your dtitiis to Gcd. 
in Chriji's name^ Ifa. xlv. 24. Lol. lii. 17. Ch:iil 
himfelf teils us, That ixjitkout Um nxe am do nothings 
John XV. 5. that is, nothing aright, or no hing that ia 
acceptable to God All our duties, if ac eptable, mull be 
done in Chn(i*s (Irengtli, ai d ccveied \^ith his righuoui- 
nels. The apolUe owns, that of i.i-»felj he ccuUl not fa 
Piuch as ththk a good thought^ 2 Cor, in. 5 but he could 
do all ttittgs through Chiijl that fret.gtl a ca htm^ 
Philip, iv. 13. And hence he exhorts us to be firong in 
the Lofd^ and in the po*wer oj his mighty hphtf. vu lO. 
Let us tyink, before wc go to duty, ronivv hence out ilrengtli 
for ii mull come, and lludy to fetch it in by iaiih, ani 
k^icvifig cjacukiicns j ana viV*ttk \s^ ^.x^ *SSx^.^'^^ Vw^:^ --- 
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fcrlbe the glory to Jefus. ^ aflurtd of this A 

your mod cofliy facrifices are unfavoury, if they- 
per fumed with the fragrant inceoie of Chrift*s mc 
interceiHon ; and that your fairell righteoufnefx is 
f.hhy rags in Clod's fight, ir Chrid*! righteoarneH 
cover it. Iaix it therefore be your confUot langa 
the Lor J [fcfus huvt I righie^ujnefs and ftreng 
xlv. 24. 

Direft. XX[. In all the anions of your life^ fet i 
alnsjays before you ^ Pfal. xvi. 8.— -XXV. 15. Aden 
him in all your undertakings, and by faith- aD< 
commit your way to him ; look to him for dtre^ 
fucccfs, and depend on him as the father of your : 
the fum of your blefs, thi ftrength of your life, 
oF your bre^, the breath of your nofhils, and th 
of your days. Set the Lord always before you as 
mighty .rcitor, your loving Redeemer, your 
owner, your careful preferver, your all-fufTicient 
your holy pattern, yoiy obfeiving wimefs, and yo 
judoe. Undert-ike and perform all your actions 
ienfe of God's all* feeing eye, and of your being ace 
to hi .1 for all you do. 

Diredl. XXli. IVhsther ye ^eat, or drink, or 
ever ye d'j^ do all to the glory of Cody i Cor. x. c 
cat and drink to Go'i's s^^ry, when we do it for 
that our bodies may be fitted to fcrvc our (oiils in he 
and (erving God ; ar\d when we receive thefe mere 
th'.nkfulnjis fron the hand of God, and deper 
God's bleHing to make tbem nouri(hing to us ; ar 
we remejTibcr we are but flewards of what we poff 
are accountable to God the proprietor how we 
thcfc earthly hleffings to his honour and fervice 
mud alfo apply ihe bafio^fs of your callings to God' 
and this you dv) when you depend on God to blel: 
it, and to piofper the work of your hands, and 
you againd all the fins, faares, and temptatio<ns wht 
buflnefs may give occ^fion to. You ought alfo to^ 
recthe rifits, and attend com^poLti'j mvVv ?lt\ t^j^ \c 
glory/ by, UefER2,<i»«l fur '^i\ti% ^o\i ^xv«i^^^ ^-^^ 
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accommodations, and looking to God for utfdom to be- 
hat I' 3ourfeI%es io^ as ye may do no harm to ihefe ye 
eon^cife with, nor get any harm from them, but, un tiie 
CORtruiy, may be helped to do thera good, and gtt benefit 
froiti them. — You are aifo to undtrtake jcurnics ior God*s 
glory, to look to him for protedtion by ihe way, and for 
dir.-(!ti('*n, through -beaiing, and fucceis. 

Diredl. XXIil. Spend as much tin e as pofihle in f^crvt 
prayer and convetje nvith God^ i Thtif. v. 17. And 
that ye may do this with delight, cndta\owr to keep your 
hearts aI>A'ays in a feriuus prating frame, with an abldirg 
impreflioxi of God upon your fpirits. There is a grett 
difference betwixt a ferious 6t and a ferious frame. Ahab, 
Saul, Kelix, and others, haHl tlieir ferious (115:, but reli- 
[^ious perfons only keep their fouls in a ferious frame, and 
^ ftudy to be in the fear of the Lord all the dny long^ as 
God enjoins u<, Prov. xxiii. 17. Prayer, that is acceptable 
to God^ mud be performed with faith, delight, and 
Jivclmefr, and not with deadnefs and wearinefs, as if it 
were a task or burden. A life without prayer, or a pray- 
- er without Lfe, are both hateful to the Cod of our life. 
He is the living Gcd whom we wordiip, and lath no plea- 
fure in dead pet formances : But they who del'ght them- 
felvcs in duty, (hall have the de(ites of their hearts granted 
them, Pfal. xxxvii. 4. Suitly they who fpcnd their days 
in faith and prayer, (hall end their da3S ia peace and 
comfoit. 

Dircd.XXlV. Make confcier.ce of fatf.i ly- religion 9 its 
mjcll as of tie clofet- duties^ Jofli. xxiv. 15. 2 Sara. vi. 
20. Negledt not family- prayer and praifts, reading the 
word, catechiiing children and feivanis, fard^ifying il;e 
Sabbath, exhorting to doty, reproving and curbing (in. 
Religion and reformation- muit legin in faniilics, if we 
wouli wifli it to be national and univcifJ. Gcd Is the 
author and founder of families, and tbcrcfcitte (liould have 
homage from families, as fuch, by the moining and even- 
ing fachfice of prayer and praife. Go to him to bkfs fa- 
mily-mercies, fupply family* wants, fanelify family trials, 
4P(i rcJre/i/araiJy-gticyances, Vu^^A'j u^wn^^^.^^a^^ 
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in theway they.fhoatd^^ pray miich for^lliitfini H 
(Jod*s bleffing on.the meiiD^ of .th^r educiatioo. 

Direct XXV. Begin ^and end. everj'day nohh 
Pfal. V.5. — iv. 8. i-et prayer be ih^ key to m 
liearttoGod in the ixiorAtbg* and lock hagainft 
enemies at nlglit, Lti no'ChrlAiati fay he cjatmot 
fur prayer is as necefTary to htn as breath. Lam', i 
Let none fay, they have j)ot lirtie for it; btAicf tak 
from fieep, than want tttne for player. Think it 
nough to lay your prayers, bift ' Aind you- mud pfra; 
prayers;, pray with Hdcerity and fervour. Tfaiai 
yourfelf, this morning ipay be my Uft inoming-, 1 
night my laft night ; ior certatnly that morning cob 
which you will never'fee Vh^ nt];ht^ or that nij 
which you will never fee the morning. Let the i 
fion of every day put you in mind of the conclofiofl 
your days, by the long night of death, that will |mt 
toall your woik ; and bring yon -to pount spd 
with your gieat mafler a^ut your work. O to I« 
every night reconciled with him ! O that we cc 
down and leave our hearts with Chrifl, and conipo 
fpirits fo, as if we were not to awake till thie heat 
no more. 

Direft. XXVI. Seeing none knonjjeth nvhat a da 
hringjorth^ fpend eyery day as it ivet^ to he yen 
Trov. xxvii. i. Look on yonrfeives as Handing eve 
at the door of eternity, and hundreds ofdifeafes a 
cidents ready to open the door to let you in . No 

vnn liavo (nmptimpc an«%rpliAnr1o/l vnnrC-ivpc npar«>r 
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kvoik to do than irille away time in tippling, idle 
, gaming, and fucli diyc^rnons. 
ifl. XXVII. Sojourn in this nuorlJ as travellers ^ 
\fo loofe frovi the txorldi. as to he able to pack u(* 

jgjffiie from it upon. Jh^rt nuarning^ \ Pet, i. 17. 

VII 29.31. We lia?e no contimiin^ city nor certain 

lere ; therefo.e let us always be ready to arifs and 

And if we would be right travellers towards Zion 

we mufl have Chrid in our hearts, heaven in our 

id the world nnder our feet. We muft take 

Tpirit for our guide, God*s word for our rule, God*s 
or our end, God*s fear for our guard, God's people 

compmions, God's praife for our iccreation, and 
proniifes for our cordi:»ls. Wc mull make religion 
iGncfs, prayer our dtlight, hilinefsour way, and 

, our home. O Zion's travtllur?, difUnguifh your- 

from the men that dwell upon the eaith ; let (thrill 
be precioas to you, the word fweet, (in bitter, the 
a wildernefs, and death welcome. Let Chrid's 

your will, Chrift's dilhonour your affliclion, Chriil's 
^our concern, Chrirt's lucccfs your joy, Chrifl's day 
.digit, ChrllVs crofs your glory, ChriiKs fulTerings 
meditation, Chi id's wounds your refuge, Chrirfs 
your balm, Chilli's righieoufnefs your cIoHthing, and 

s prefencc your licivcn. 'A hile travelling here, 

ir hearts burn with love to Chrid, love to think of 
, love to he.*r of Clirid, love to read of Chrid, love 
ik of Chrid, love to fpcf k for Chrid, lo/e to fpcak 
rid. 

t^. XXV in. K.ep up a lively fevfc of facratHsi:- 
u'/ »r;;7 ctigjgimcyits^ and *walh anfwc-rahl'; thereto, 
vi. 12, 13. Vou are under a facrainntal oaih to be 
id faitliful foldicrstoihe Captain ofyourfalvation ; fic 
3u li;;ht his batdes ag-iind hi? and your enemies, x\\(i 

the world, and the flcui. ileiuemb.r whatyo-.ir Cap- 
is done and fullered for you; let his love, as w/iii as 
laih, condrain you to abide by his Handard. Nc- 
• cv^r fo Wis e*:cmies cair.p, i\C'i V<.<i^ c^xt'A^v.^^^'^.c^i. 
jc;ji, -— — Vciiv obrioua CAT^\?i\a <^\\vl'u 'v-*^* <>^a^>^- 
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fe^fls at his tible to flrcngthen aD^i encourage yoa 
votk and ivarf^ire ; w.lic OQ in (iren^li of thefe 
me lis, and grow flronger in grace, and more lif-.l^ 
ritu-il duties, priy more ferrently, hear more attt 
nKditate more frequently, partake mnre believinf 
fabbaths more dclghtfully, and Wdlk worthy of i 
to all well pteufin^. Your (piritoal meals are defi] 
yout nou liniment, fliength, and growth. The'refo 
in grace, O believers, if you would 1 ly up a tr< 
flory for yourfelvcs hereafter ; lay up a treafure 
in your hearts juft now; increstfe' faith, Juve, hear 
and ho'i.ility. Whoever is rich in grace now, will b 
glory hereafter . For what is grace bur glory beg 
what is glory but pracc perfci^ed ? Who then w- 
lore grace, feeing it is bcguo glory, and a certaii 
of" complete glory. 

Dlreit, XXIX. hfiprove toe talefits Cod gives 
Hi fcrvice and gUry^ Luke xix. 13 Remember 3 
not made for yourfclves only, but for t'le focietyar 
fit of others ; therefore employ your gifts, fuh{lan< 
whatever Cod has beflowed, for tlie good of othen 
the ignorant, relieve the poor, flren^then the weal 
f irt thefe I'lat are caft down, t 11 them your exp( 
commend Chrift as a choice nnfltrr and lovely Savi< 
invite them to come tifle and Ja trat J-i h got, 
thcfe who are ftrangers to him, and priy for the 
lifeful to others while you live, which will make y 
mory favoury when you die : Many, alas, are fo 
t.iSlc in their lives, that when they come to die, 
bouis fcarcc think their life worth a prayer, or the 
worth a tear ; hut public fpirited, an.l ufcful per 

much l.imented. Let every one in their flati n 

live and occupy their talents for Cod. Be aflu. 
more you do for Cod in this world, t?ie more God 
for you in the world to come. If the faints were 
of grief in heaven, it would be for their d ing fo 1 
r7od on earth. 
Dirc<ft. XXX. Lc" flii bw'lie^eri VolVanVJul tr 
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ani. P, 12. A life of praifc doth highly hecome the proofs 
lFGod*s love to you. VA\ down humbly before God, and 
fcnbc 9i\ to his free undeferved g ace ! For • « ho is it that 
t^ktth thee to differ from atiot**er? What haft thou, hut 

tit thcu haft received in a 'way of fr. e ^ift? O won- 
at his free lo^e, that has diftin^uifhed youfion (>ti>ers ! 
btodone that for you, that he has not done forth ^u.<>nus, 
k. Myriads, tor millions i nor for thefe who {\\ 'v\ ti?e 
be afltmbly, or dwell in tiic faoie houfc wiih you ! O 
pit God who fent his denrfon to ranfom you, and bting 

Bout of prxfon, when others are Jtfc in bondage ! Who 
his holy fpirit to open your eyes, v hen ot'«eis are kit 
Kid ; to open your eais, when others are left deaf; to o* 
your hearts when others are left fhut ; to open your 
:hs to praife free difHomiifhing love, when others are 
dtiRib. Employ your tongues then to commend his , 
!, and (ing his praife. 
J9CSre£l. XXXI. Since God diftinguifhes you from O' 
Wfff ^t his mercies to yeu^ fee that you Aifttn^uifh ' 
Wfi/ves from others, in your fervice to hi 771, Mat. v. 
fj Are you ChrifHans indeed ? You are under ftronijcr 
ligations to live and a£): for Chriil than others : Why ^ 
bp have both your new name and new nature from Chri{l» 
^kK ^ others have not; yoaaie more nearly related to 
liiid than others ; you ate engaged to h61 for him, by 
(ifte freqjent and folemn vows than others ; you have 
^f|leir mercies beftowed on you than others ; others have 
itt common mercies,*^ but you have covenant-mercies, 

Krciet that accompany falvation. You have fpintual 

ie' within you, and^-iivine influences, which others want ; 
C^ooly the world, but Chril( himtclf expels more from 
pa thati others ; all which are powerful ergagements on 

00 10 do more for God than others. You know more 

tf the things of God than others; you talk more of them, 
'oa profefs more, you prom'fe and engage to do more than 
»thers<{ yea, God has done unfpeakably more for you than 
►thcrs, and he may jjfHy cxpedl more from you than o- 
hers; stndpat that cjueftion to you, Wha% do ^^e jor me 
'«re /Saa oUers ? JMat. v. 47, 
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^iji^ Wherein {houM believen diftbg'tiih thefftfcli 
and Ho more tof God than others? AnjMj, You (ho 
be wimcff;* for God. and tcflify * gat aft what Is dilHoBO 
ing to htm» by abllaminj^ from all ktiowQ jjo/ and fr 
thefe ijm which arc corumon and rdiliionable, aad R 

thought of by other* By reprormf fm in otlieri, : 

efde^ivoaridj? tophct them out of ihe fire By \x^ 

op family^ relipon tftn ia the rnrdA of buflnE&f atsd 
nixing all koown vice from your dwell tn^t, even im 
mthi, ralh ufing of God's name^ idle walking or uB 
CD the Loid's day, backbliingSj c?rl wifbe?, re^cag' 
a<!^ioiis» unneccflary drinking or tippling, lottery-gan 

•and paflimes of bad report, (ir^^. fte aealokit for S 

bath holing fs* Be metk and lowly in yom csni<j; 
commend Chnft to others \ fpeak for the honour of r 
j|tOB before thofe ^ho dlfregard it; ffeew fpccial r^gin 
th ofc who are ftamped urth God's imaget though m 
or dti]ptfed ; be re»dy to Forgive wrongs, and renege r g 
for evil; deal honeifly and juf^ly with alt men \ ben 
2nd temperate in e^itiDg, drinkirg, fleep, apparel^ i 
t^uatd againfl pride, p«iIioD» hii(ly and unguarded won 
put gre'<t refped upfD God*a word and ordinances ; 
concerned for the enlarging of Chrifl's kingdom j ne 
venture upon any known Gn /or the fiike of worldly ga' 
make fonfcicnce of rel^iiive and f^ation<il daties^ at to 
good hu/bands^ good wives^ good psirfnTS,. good chtldf 
good mafteri, good fer?ant5, good neighbours, ^c. 
fuch things as as thcfe^ you are to do more for Cod il 

others 

Direfl; XXX If. Be mt c&ntent i\iith a fair profit 
^freiigion^ *r itith a f^rtft fff godlimeff^ and a ndm* 
Upe am^ng mf7u Tit. i. 1 6* 2 Tim iii 4, But end 
vour to koow aoil feel the power orgr>dIinefs:ri yoar hea 
and 10 hive yonr pTa£lEce in all refpefts correfpondinj 
yonr profetfion. If your praflice be not anfwer^bli 
what you profcfs, you fin againl^ great Irgh? , you dlfcr 
rdigioa, and tempt totn to think it ail Kypocrify* 
s^iu live and die a tn^et ^Tolt^t^^t^ mV'a.^V'tia ^^\tt 
"-" lived a«d ^ol * m.^^^ \iti^^* m 
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ft. XXXin. A><f/» ainvays a nuatch on the door of 
/, Pfal, cxli, J. feeing the tongue hath a world of 
la it, Jam. iii. 6. Keep it as ;with a bridle, Pfal. 
I. and beg the Lord's help to keep it, and that he 
may fet a watch upon your mouths, as the P^al- 
,ys, Pfal. cxli. as knowing that no watchfulatfs or 
)ii of our own is fuffi:ient for the govaroing of our 
, without Gol's fpecial grace; without this the 
like-ttfe watchman watcheth in vain. Earoeflly 
»r Chrifl s fake. Cod's fpecial grace to govern this 
nember, that it may not be fjffered to utter words 
3ay rend to the difhonour of God, or to the hart o£^ 
Study to govern your tongues by \i£ing God's oame 
rerence, (peaking always what is truth and what is 
>]e, ufeful and tdtfying, guaiding carefully againfi 
vil-fpcaking, pafllonace, proud and felf-exalring 
and againii all rafh cenfures ; you have need of 
ution in fpeaking, and to take heed either how ye 
k1 yourielves, or condemn others. 
\. XXXIV. JV.ilk chearfully and contentedly in 
ondiiion^ A<fts viii. 39. I'hilip. iv. \i. Such a 
this doth bring ^reat credit to religion and the fer- 
3ur Redeemer. What though a believer be hd witli- 
id and water of alH.dlon the moit of his life, he 
ler bread and another cup to fweeteo both ; the 
najs ojjtn is a reviving cordial in every cafe. Have 
)f your own didindl trom God's will, l^ut be reii^n- 
od*s difpofing will in every thing, and let God's 
choice be always yours. If you cannot bring your 
n to your mind, then you mufl labour to bring 
ind to your condition, believing that the will of 
ivenly Father is always b::ft for you Still reniem- 
hehath engaged himfclf to be with you in al! {^ites 
ditions, and to order all things for your advantage? : 
then he cannot deny himfelf ; all hiii words are oaths 
• certainty, and all his proraifes are the fjire mercies 
i. Be content in .every cafe ; for fioce Chrid ia 
r// things are yours. W e\\ >^vtxv, Vx '^wa ^ss^^- 
fod chufc out yo\w \oi f«iT NO>\% Vw ^^'Ql ^k»% ^'^^ 
\3 2 ^ 



Jceing eye ot your beaveoly father, wbo enjoin 
the lame to others, as >e would have tbem<ic 
Let a tnoral man try his religion by the duties 
table of the law, and a profej'or his by the dull 
cond table of the Jaw. See that ye lo*e Goc 
things, and prefer his worOiip ard iervice to \ 
Lc've God for himfcif, and love men principal!} 
God-like in them. 

Direft. XXXVI. Carefully guard agoinji a 
hackJUd^ng from Cod and kii if. ays ^ Heb, x, 
always jealous of your dtceitful and treacbe 
4oowing that they are hent to backjUdirg. 
of departing from God, is a g0( d means to k 
departing from God. Theretore endeavour 
always a watchful and tender frame of hea 
afraid of falling away* according to that wor 
I. If ye would pieferve yourteivcs fram to' 
life fpeedily after every fall, by loacd repcntai 
coarfe tp the blood of Chri(}. Lie not one da; 
but rife out o^ the ntddle immediately, am: 
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apoflle, Matth. xii. 43, 4^. 2 Pet. ii. 20, 31. 
an's cafe becomes far mure mtferable than it was 
What a 'ad cafe is it for a foal to fall back into 
cr it had climbed near the gates of heafen ? None 
deep into h II as thefe who fall backward into it. 
fl. XXXVII. Be watchful againji all ft n, and 
larly your darling or cotiflitutioral ftn^ ths Jin 
ft eafily befeis you, Pfal. x\iii. 2^. Hcb. xii. i. 
verfary, the devil, well knows this (in, and on 
de we may be attacked with the greaieft fuccefe ; 
)e fure he will bring his ftrongell temptations thi- 
id employ his fubtile wiles and de?ices that way to 
us. it were happy for us if we were ftill witching 
lim, and could fay, with the Ap •ftle, li^e are not 
t of his devices. You are likeways to watch againft 
'hatfomever, fins of omflion as well rs oF com- 

Grofs onibre^kings make confcieoce to ftart at 
pearance, but it is not fo alarmed with the ncgleft 
SS' But if confcience be aw:<kencd, fir.s of omif- 
l lie heavy as well as fins of coramifTion. Some 

ChiifHans who have lived the mo(b circumfpe<5t 
^hen they come to die, and re/le«5l upon their by- 
e, have been p'lt to cry, /.^rt/, in fpecial f$rgivs 
of omijfr.n, venture not to live in any frame, 
or pra(5Hce, that you would not adventure to die 
ng you know not but yonr next flep may be into " 
re. Guard againft all thefe fins and evils now ia 
5 of your health, that may put 'horns in ^cur pil- 
;n ficknefs and the harbinj^ers of death appro;ich v 

mifpending of precious time, neglcdl of prayer 
iog of the Snipturcs, formality and lukewarmnels 
ion, earthly-mindednefs, unthankfulnefs for mer» 
d mifcarrying after them, negleft of improving 
quenching the Spirit, negl.d »f conviflions, break- 
0W3, falling from your firfl love* returoin;; to old 
had mourned over, finning againfl light, and .ifter 
is, eirc. 

\ XXXVni. Be /!e:trt}h eonarmi hr \\z c'^'- 
^ erJar^emefst of CMjVi iingciom in the •>»'iv\d 
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.IVTat. Ti. lo. Kal. Ixxti. 19. Bewail that^hit flock iifolittlei 
his fubj:^ fo few, v/hCn Satan's are fo nunerons. Bewd 
the unruccefsfuloefi of ihe gofp'^U the n ftraintof theS||irk, 
the dividont among Chri/liaof and the mapy hiodnncetoftk 
progrcfs of Chriftianity. Lament the wroogii aoddlAiiKMli 
done to God by others ; cry and wreftie fdt the ontpoari^d 
the Spirit, both at home and abroad ; pray for the rcviij 
of God's work in the(e Kinds, amidft ihefedecliDiogjctrij 
and in inquiring after public news* have a wWttotUn 
be concerned for the intereft and welfue. of ChnKl 
kingdom thro' the world, for the accofflpliflimeot f{ 6tdD 
proroifes concerning, the deilruaioo of Amicbrift9.fiabjlofA 
downfal, the inbringing of the Jews, and the fiibdafngJB^ 
the nations. And when you hear of any appearance flt 
God's aridng to countenance his word, and conquer fioacn 
hearts to himfelf, whether at home or abroad ; rejoiceH 
the news, reckon them good tidings of great joy, aid 
blefs the Lord for them with ail your hearts. Ii is nwl 
plehiing and acceptable to God, to fee his people -heaitil) 
concerned for the profperiiy of Jerufalem. 

Direa. XXXIX. Be bufy hyh:g up a J^ockfora Jich 
led or deaiJ>bed^ *u;her all ihe comforts of life wilt h^ 
tafielefs to you^ i Tim. vi. 19. Lay up a ftock ol 
faith and patience, a flqck of evijckncesof divine lofCi 
and of yor.r intcrefl in ChiiA ; a Hock q( divioe prom'fel 
and experiences of God's loving- kindnefs, which may bc 
fnpporting to you in the day of ftarp triaJs, When IQI' 
liners go to fea, they vi^luiil the (hip, and pi vide fori 
rtorm. And ought not we to foFcfee th< ftorms ot attAioi 
of ficknefs and death, and provide and lay up^for tbeliit 
It will be fad, if, wl>en the bridegroom is come, we bii 
our oil then to buy, 'j^hcn the maikct is.over. Now is th 
time for providing oil ; now is the market of guce; ftOQ 
is the i2cccptahle linje ; new is the day.of falyatioa. 
Dired. XL. Be hoklng and longing fcr tbe^eUrm 
. [upper of t:e Lan.b^ Phil'p. i. 2;. KcT. xi^;. J 
}}\.Tip\y{\\ih wl'O have tafted the love of Jcfus« . Iciftg Ii 
~-^*c Lamb sTuppci bc\ov*, vV^ax xVt^ xa»^ w^>>i r ^ ' ' 
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im here, and thit makes them cry> When (hall the 
ihiiy return ? when (hall I come and appear be- 
od ? when (hall I again fee his power and glory in 
idtuary ? when (hail I again tade his love an'i good- 
the facrauent ? Andyetthefe are hutfmall foretafles 
Lamb*t fupper above. What is our drinking of the 
f the tine here» to our drinking it new with Chrid 
father^s kingdom ?—• There foie look out, and 
»r tire time when the day (hail break, and the (hadows 
ay, and the marriage of the Lamb (halt b. triuoiph- 
biemnizedj and completed with the Church his e- 
I bride, whom he will then lead into the King's palace». 
their tranfient glances (hall be changed into imme- 
i(ion, and their (hort tades into ever I aiding feading 
Inefs. bUjffed are they for ever ^nho are called 
marriage fupper of the Lamb : Thefe are the true 
r of God, I believe. Lord, help my unbelief, Awtn^, 
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Z ION'S TRAVE'LLE 

In their Way to Heavkm^': 

Ifa. xxXF. lo. Tbg ranfamsi tf ib§\Lwtd jbmU^% 
mnd C9me to Zhn nrithfimgt. ^ 

PfaLcxxsriii. 5. Tbtyjhalljing in thenaayi cftit 

S O N G , I. 

T/>c Primitive Communicants. 

1 /^^HRiST's friends at firft oft broke his bread, 
V_^ Infpir'd with love divine; 

They drank the Spirit of their Head, 
As weiri the facred wine. 

2 They fliewM Lis death with heart and foul, 

i^ndfeailed on his love; 
His blood and wourds they did extol, 
and fung like faints above. 

3 Lord grant os part of that Jove- flame, 

Which in their hcHTts abode j 
That made them witnefs- for the Lainb, 
And fuffer for their God 
^ Warm (liow'rs from hea\en fend down on us,. 
That frozen liearts n.ay yield, 
And turn us from a viilucinefs 
Into a fruiifvil filJ. 
5 Thy people. Lord, lament for ihce,. 
And fore thy ahfence mouxn \ 
They long thy f acs ag^in to kt •, 
2o jjo/pcl-fcklU. rema. 



ScripttiTi'Songs, &c. XJ7 

to thj table, with U6 fic» 
grudges all remove ; 
mr hearts^ and make us B% 
keep the feafl of loye. 
dreams of living wsiters flow 
haonels of thy grace ; 
t the north and foitch wind hlow, 
flraitnings to releafe. 
ptrit*s temple make our hearts^ 
I with us fUll abide' ; 
his convi^oos pierce like d^krtt ; 
U3 DO more backflide. 
lidings are a bitter cup, 
e flowVs we fade and moqm ; ^ . 
roop, we grieve, and can't look apf 
I thou our Sun returq. 
, charge not on .as former ^ilt, 
t all thine anger ceaie ; 
to the blood on Calv'ry fpilt, 
d bid us go in peace. 

■ ■ Ill I . I III mmmtmmmmmmmmmmmm'^rmmmmmm 

SONG II. 

loLY Spirit/// us/ar /^f Holy Tails. 

Father of our dying Lord, . 

Hear thy Son's fpeaking blood, 
to us his gracious word ; 
id down the heavenly food. 
Spirit ^rant, for which'he pray'd, 
3 glorify- thy Son ; ' * ' 

romis*d influtrnccs fhed, ^ 

lat wonders may be done, 
well his death commemorate^ 
till he come' again : 

both the word and facranient ; ' , 

ke thy great power and reign. ^ 
t*8 t ble now ihnds fornKhcdt - ' 
th bUiSogu of b<;ft lciod& ^ 
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2^B icrlptur^ ^Qf^g$ 

Pardon ai>d ^iac^ bought with hit blooJ, 

Choice food lor troubled mindSi 
^ Give tftith to feed and riew his k>ireg 

His ftripea and wounds etch onC( 
How he WW jccf'd ihat'f feit'dabore, 

filifphemM ttnd fplt upon, 
d lo'i band* aod feet we fc« the naili 

Piercing bis tender vtiru ; 
For p$ cath wcund tht blofbmg ground^ 

Wiih blood ihfirjfe flains. 

7 Bkck chuds lor n& o'^erwhclm'd hitfotjl^ 

Sore w«i» bU agony ; 
^ktnhccry'd, mjCad^m^Gci^ -u?^ 

8 Tby matchlcfs Jove well praifc alouJ^ 

Our fouU ii dGih co&Ar&ta 
To love and live to ihct Mr G6d^ ^ 
Who for oar fins was feiii% . 
1^ May I 00 more to jpr^yer be df»gg'dt 
To ierve thee let me rtui ; 
May 1 io duties keep my €0urfe« 
Like to the rifiog Sua. 
IP Unto the Lamb that once was flaift*^ ^ ' 
^ prai(e and glory giyen* 
By all that dwell upon the «arth» 
AtA all the hods of.bea?'n. 
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CHRIST'S SAcmriCE the onlji fmnd^HSim 

I Q^O great's th<; gn^ll' of ftlfen mi% 
1^' liMe ebabL Wfar<loabtuf} 
Great mi4iti)e^ Mkn God WMelf 
M«(l for hb crdmire die I 

^'■*' '■ ■■■" 
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Had cot the Father giv'o his Soo 
For finoen to be fliia. 
\ Had the whole church been offer'd up, 
As one -burnt facrifice ; 
Our fmalleft debt this could not pay. 
Creatures could not fuffice. 
4 Bat mercy in this hopelefs cafe, , 
A facrifice prepares : 
A Lanab of all fufficient worth. 
Which diffipates ouf fears : 
I This (acrifice more precious 

Then all created things, ^^•. 

To OS eternal happinefs 
Itt fool and body brings. 

6 This is the fure foundation -done, 
I Which God in Zion lays, 

• For men to build iheir hopes upon, 
He^s hlejl that on it ft ays. 

7 Though eaith's foundations be remov'd) 

This Rock i\ II ftandcth faft. 
By ftorms onmov'd on this alone 

My tnchor I wifl caft. 
it The JLramb, our Rock, for us dLd die, 

For us role from the dead, 
' For as he did afcend on high. 

For us his blood doth plead. 
M O bleeding Lamb, (hew me my name 
: Writ in thy book of life ; 
. Then I will long to be with tbee^ 

Out of this land of (Irife. 
iO To worfhip with the heav'nly hoft, 

Jehovah One in three, 
-The Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, 

To all eternity. 
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SONG IV. 

TJ^e Distressed Soul loMng t9 tJ^gLAMu/oi 

1 /^ OME fee my cafe, O bleeding Lamb, 
\ J In mercy t^ke meat Pam, 

Quite naked, and pot doathing.on 
A fliang(fr, and make me a fon. 

2 Bdrden*d with goilt, and give me eafe^ 
A bond -man, and my foul releafe» 
All vile, not fit to joir. thy fainrs; 

A crei^ture all made up of wants. 

3 By nature 1 have nothing good. 

Ml mod be boaght rae by thy blood; 
But fince thy wounds are open'd wide, 
I'll hope in Jelus crucifyM. 

4 Thy blood mens forfeft plagues doth cure. 
Thy wounds their backward hearts a lure. 
Thy blood ftrange changes works in men. 
For wondrous works the Lamb was flain ! 

5 Thy Bible doth thy pity (liew, 

I r((t on thy words fwect and true, 
Sou/s ccme to me^ and fiQ more douht^ 
for him that coivcs Pil net cafi out. 

6 Renew my foul, plant grace this day. 
Give me a heart to mourn and pray ; 
O kill in me this rebel (in, 

Reilore thy iniage rae within. 

7 For thefe tl.ings I to thee do come; 
Caft me rot our, fmce there is room ; 
Make good thy words, and hear my cries. 
For on thy trtith my foul relics. 

f O dear i\ I amb, didd thou not bleed, 
To put chafe every thing we need ? 
Both cot thy blood Aill run to heal 
Difltefftd fcols, their plag^ues ^ho feel ? .. i 
Wc feel our fores, 'Lox^^ \\t^\ t:^^ ^^^tk> 
Aod ID us kt Ay Vi\\ V>^ Awi^- 
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r^iife Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, 
»ne God ia Chrifl:, that faves the loft. 



S O N G V. 

^all to luonder ^Z Christ's Sufferings, /r^ws 
LovK to us. 

BEHOLD Chrift in a bloody fw«at, 
Which all his garments flains ! 
>ee four wide wounds in's hands and feet. 

When big nails pierc'd his veins I 
behold his foul opprefTed fore. 

And in the greateft paio i 
How heavy was the wrath he bore, 

Of which he did complain ? 
^et, l*ord» whilft our Uns fill'd to thee 

This bitter wrathful cup ; 
h blefTed feaft thou mad'ft, that we 

Might at thy table fup I 
O friends of Chrift, draw near his throne. 

To him thank- off 'rings bring, 
For in his temple ev'ry one . . - . 

Should of his glory Jing, 
Let men him love, and fia abhor. 

Which caus'd him grief and palOf 
Let all the angels ftiU adore 

The Lamb fcr finners flaio ! 
With warm afledionlet as blefs 

Our great Higb-Pricft abore. 
And every day adunrc ftnd praiie 

The wonders of his love ! - 
From love \\z left his throoe on high, 

Lodg'd in a virgin's wombi 
Love brought him to the crofs to die* 

Love laid him in a tomb ! 
Lowe T^i$d him up» M)dux]!k:\»m%M3l^ 

To huvtn to make urtooiaV " * ^ 

X ^^ 
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Frcni thf nee return he'll for oar fake» 

In love 10 hting us borne i ' 
^ Ftoni Icve he wearies .not to plead* 

Acd (liew his bleeding hands { 
Since he bath juilice fatisfy.'d. 

Our freedom he demands, 
lo Thy blood hath done ail things foraie, 

lil glory in thy crois ; 
My hell things Til give up for thee, 

I count them all but lofs. 



*• s o N G vr. 

r.om 2 Sam. xxiii, 3. ■ 7, 

Behig aVv.ovHZQ\ <?/" Christ, and King Div 
Swan Song in k^iews of Death. 



■A 



Ruler juft p'er men (hall rife, 
In God's fear rule (hall he, 
As rooming-light fprlngs from the fkies. 

Su welcome (hall he be : 
Like rifing fun he fcatters all 

The black (hades of the night, 
No clouds tlMS morning darken (hall, 

Refre(hing is its light. 
He (hall the frozen earth folace. 

Like fun-'(hine after rain, 
Whofe warming beams revive the f rafs. 

And make all fpring agaks. 
Tm griev'd, all ptove not good and jufi^ 

\V ho from my loins do fpring ; 
But glad to fee he fprings from roe, 

That's Zicn's blelTcd King. 
A King that favea us from our foes. 

In hearts rules by his mi^hc ; 
With his joftii^wa let 'a\\ xnoi dp^^^ 

Obey him, it's his n^x. 
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jthotigh my hcuie be not with God 

Such a^ it ouj;ht to be ; 
tx he hath through Mei£a*8 blood, 

A covenant made with tpe. 
^ covenant which life doth bring « 

And evermore endure, 
Ve'li ordered in ev'ry thing 

with promifes rooft (ure : 
iy heart's dtfire is towards it, 

'Tis my iaivation, 
klthough he doth not conie as yet 

For to redrefs v/hat's wrong, 
kit Belial's ions, who are his foes, 

God Imiie them will «n ire, 
le'il them confuroe who him oppofe. 

Like thorns burnt up with fire. 



SONG VII. 

• Saintt Triumph over Death. From Job xix. a^. 
be, I Cor. XV, 43, 53. Philip, iii. 21. Ezek, xvi. 14. 

T Hough on me heavy trials come. 
And death's (troke on me faU, 
Viy faith and hope (h&Il not fuccumb, 

But triumph o'er them all. 
know that my Redeemer lives, 

Who pleads my caufe with God, 
To fave each foul that him believes,* 

He comes to flied his blood, 
rhtn for a while he'll go away. 

But will return again, 
fVnd on the earth, at latter day, 

Stand with a glorious train. 
Though in the grave my body fall. 

And worms do it confume, 
Ev'n ikin and flefh, blood* l>oae« and^W^ 
T^dcarlirjJ overcome. 
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5 .My Lord m\\ raife me from the daft; ' 

He*ll cicrhe qjy bones with Mh^ 
I'll fee my God wlvrm now I tnifl, 
Which will my foul refrefh:. 

6 That flefh which all confumed wsr,' 

The very fame (hall rife ; 
Yea, I will fee Chrift't lovely face^ 
With thofe my v y eyes. 

7 Though for a time jiy cftiil be toath'd 

MoH beauti*]] Til be. 
My mortal body (hall be cloath'd. 

With immortality. 
S Like Chri^*9 own body vM I (Kioe» 

With raiment white as light, 
I^is comclincfs is ever mine : 

This tv'ry faint makes bright. 



SONG Ylll. 

CHRIST'S Eternal Love to Mankind : From 
viii. 27. to the End^ 

1 \T7HEN the creation was began 

VV By God's Almighty .land. 
Then I, his own eternal Son, ■ 

Concurr*d in the comman;';- 

2 I joined in his coiinfels wife 

Loll mnkiod to. redeem; 
I was my Father's chief delight 
And 1 rejoicM in him. 

3 And in il-i eirth when. it. far man- 

Was framed- with t'ivine art ; 
With pleafnre I forcfiiW the church, 
Its hcibiiabJe pait, 

4 Before the light wa: made to fliine,. 

My heart was fct on man ; 
M/ thoughts, £r^m aAl eteYTiVv^ 

On W&Jtilvauon ran^. 
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*\i€ forefight of man's mifery. 

Made mc engage for them, 
t'o be their help ; for my delights 

Were with the fons of men. 
^ children, then to me gi?e ear ; 

TneyVe ble(t my ways that chufe : 
Be wiie and ray inltruftion hear, 

They're fools who it refufe. 
Bicit is the man that hears my word 

And doth attend my gates, 
Who watchfully looks for the Lord, 

And at his door ports waits. 
Blcft is the man that findcth me, 

With me he'll live above, 
And have, thfbugh all eternity, 

God's favour and his lore. 
But his own foul he doth injure> ^ 

Who flights my offers free ; ^^ 

And thefe who hate my precepts purs, W^ 

Court death eternally. 



SONG IX. 

>fn Solomon*s Seng, Chap. i. Besfig a Dialogue he^ 
t*wfxt Christ and his Spouse, 



Spouse. 

LIKE fwcctcft ointmL-nt fmclls thy namt, 
Dear JESUS, unto me. 
Hence virgin fouls fend out a flame 

Of holy love to thee. 
O draw me, atid we'll rnn to thee ; 
Bltft King, thou did'ft me bring 
Into thy chambers, hence^v/ill w© 

In thee rgoice ind fi :g; 
More than the tafle of riched WiDe, 
Thy love think on we vrUl t 

X 3 ^^> 



i.\i> ' Scripture-Songs 

Mofl ZQ?^y was thy love-defign ; * 
Tlic upright love thee ftiJl. 
4> Tell me, good /hepberd, whom I lore. 
Where thy dear fhctp ar^ fed ; 
Shew me the paihs wherein they moTe» 
And where they fi-.d a fliade. 
5 Leave me not in a v/and'ring crturfe,» 
Like ihofe who lofe iheir way r 
With flocks of tliy conspeiitors 
Let mz not go afUay. 

C X R 4 S T . 

4 Art thou bewildVed my fair one. 
And canfl not find thy reft i 
Come, foJJow my dire<5lion, 
IMI rticw thee w'lat is bcfK 
7 la fcotfleps of my flock go on, 
The thepherds tents keep nigh ; 
Thy kids and young ones bring along, 
So ihou fhalt nKCt with me. 
S p o u s -i. 
% While at iiis tabic fits the king. 
My fpikenard fmelicth fwett : 
My graces lani;ui5iini; do fpring, 
With this fun's quickning heat. 
f) DC'\r Jk su o , as a. bunch of myrrb, . 
Shall in my bofom lie. 
To lodge with me heMl not demur. 
While nightly (hades do (lay. 



SONG X. 

From Song ii, i, to 9. 

C :.' p I r. T, 
Ai^ tl^e rofe of .Sharon ViiclJ, 
The lily -of the vale ; 
J fv/e-tnefs and deli'^lit do yield^ 
W'/jC"fl cardily gjof.t^ ?a>V% 



I 
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S .^ Hlies Hiine amidil the thcrns. 
So doth my l^ove ihe bride ; 
The daughters want what her adorns, 
Tho* ihey. live her befide. 

S r o u s E. 

3 As th* appte tree doih far cxCeJ^ 

The foreft's barren ^jrowrfi ; 
So my iove outihinc:s mortals al), 
Tho* in their blooming youths 

4 Under b^s fhade with great delight,. 

I fat down for to re(i :. 
I found folace, his heavenly fruir 
Was Aveet unto my tafle. 

5 He brought me to his houfe of wine* 

My fainting*; to allay ; 
Tke banner of his love divine • 
O'er me he did difplay. . 

6 Bring ftrcngth'ning fljtggonsunto me j. 

oWith cordials froor above ; 
Fetch me fweet applcs.fiom the. tree,^ 
For I am lick .of love. 
f "When thus my fainting foul did cry* 
For grace me to uphold. 
My tender heat ted Lord drew nigh. 
His arms me,did infolds 
8 All thing? without me aod within, . 
I charge to (land ia fwe. 
To wake or grieve my love with fin# 
Led from me he withdraw. 
f. Tho* giiev'd, he doth return to mc» 
For lo ! his voice I hear. 
O'er hilift of guilt him leap I fee,. 
My moarning foul to chear. 
10 He hafles to me like hart or. roe» 
Our dark walls he makes J^ht ; 
ThroMauciU'S himfelf doth (hpw^ 
\Vi;h cooie^incfs moft bright. 



%Ci>^^ 




Scripture-S«ngs- 



SONG XL 

From Song ii. lo. to the end'; 

Christ. 

f TJ ! S E up, faid Ghrift, my. hurcft one,. 
X% Come thou away to me ; 
The winter Aorms of wrath are gone, 
I bore them alt for thee. 

2 From barren ground the flowers do fpring^ 

Men hear the turtle's voice ; 
The drooping birds beqin to fing, 
And fad hearts to rejoice. 

3 Young 6gs and grapes do now appear. 

And yitld a Iv eet perfume ; 
The hcav'r:ly vine faint hearts doth chcar,. 
Rife up, n^y love, and come. 

4 My dove that lodgtftin the rock, 

]n clefts of my deep v. cunds ; 
And doll to me in fecret look. 

When in ihce grief abounds : 
J Lif? up thy face and voice to me ; 

Thefe pleafe mine eye and e4r;. 
Thy graces all I love to fee, 

Thy voice of prayer to hear, 

6 Take us the foxes, whofe defigns 

Are vineyards to annoy, 
The little foxes, which ihe vines 
And lender grapts deftroy. 

Spouse. 

7 My love is mine, my fouKs delight, 

And I am alfo bis : 
Among his faints, thefe lilies white, 
p{is place of feeding is : 

5 There he abides, tiH break of day, 

. When fhadows all fliall flte; 
Till then, come like a Vvan v^ tQft%. 
0'ts, £ethei hiUs to inft» 
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SONG XIL 

From Songxiu i» a, 3, 4, 5* ir. 

\LL's dark when Jefus hides his face. 
Night ihades fall me upon ; 
e/ertioD is a weary cafe. 
When Chrift my love is gone, 
M3 my bed my Ibfs did mind^ 
I foaght him thus alope ; > ' 

y drowfy fearch him did not fiod. 
Vain was my flothfuL tswnn, 
I rife, and round the city go, 
Tiiiough flreets/ broad-ways, and lanes ; 
his way I fought my love, but lo! 
Succefslefs were my paias;. 
be city watchman found me oar, 
Their do<ftrine touch'd my cafe ; 
1, Where's he ! Can ye folve my doubt I 
None of them brought me eafe. 
^hen means and duties prov'd fo weak. 
Beyond (hem all 1 pad ; 
Then I foroe fteps from them did make, 
I found my loye at lafl. 
lim embrac'd* and held him fad; 
Till once I got him brought 
to my mother's dwellings wade. 
To fti-.ngihcn what he wroughi._ 
nee he's come in, I do you charge. 
Who Salem's daughters are, 
f roes and hinds which run at large. 
Our joys you do not mar* 
et fin or earth. f)(»oiottofl(. make,.' 
For to difturb his reft;- . » 
et none prefume my lore to wake» 
Until it pieafe bim bed. 
, Zion's daughters,, all go forth», : .« 
Behold Kia^ Siihmoa^ 



15^ Scripture-SMgs, 

Ev*n Chrisl our King, of higher worth, 
Wekripj; his glorious crowo ; 
10 \\'here>Aith his mother crovkn'd his bead. 
On nis efpouUl-dkV, 
'rh«t dRv en wrich his heart was glad. 
Him love aod praife for ay. 



SONG XIII. 

From Songiv, 7, 8, 9, xo, if, 12, 16. 

Christ. 

1 'T^ HOU art all fair when in thy drefs ; 

X My loTc, thouVi fair to lue ; 
When cIoath«.d with my righteoofnefs. 
No fpots is fecn in thee. 

2 My fpc'ufe come off from Lebanon, 

And mounts of vanity : 
Let all the woricrs decvnis alone, 

And come ^^l- ngft with roe, 
g By faith look from Amana's top, ^ 

Shenir and Hermon fair; 
Frcm dens of prey, behold with hope 

The land beyond corypare. 

4 My fpcufe, thou doft my love enhance. 

And draw'll my heart to thee, 
AViili thy neck chains, and with a glance 
of thy believing eye, 

5 Thy love to me more grateful is, 

'I'han wine of any kind ; 
Thy graces more than fragrant fpice 
Acceptance with me fii.d. 
4 Thv lips drop fweet ; and from thy tongue 
Do milk and honey flow ; 
Thy j^arments fmell as Lebanon, 
W Inch on thee 1 beftow. 
y A garden fair, incWd b^ v^«» 
My fpouk thou an to tut v 
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[ chas'd thee from -the wMdernefs, 

Witti fine fprings furaini'd ihe^. 
- Spou5e. 
[f I thy garden be, O. Lord, 

Caufe heaven's wind awake, 
>\veet quick'ning gales to me afford. 

My graces lively make. • 

»harp northern blads fend to convince ; 

And caufe the fout^i winds blow ; 
With breathings warm' affid my mints. 

And make myfpices^ow. 
Then let my love his prefence fweet 

Unto his garden grant, 
That he may eat his pleafant fruit. 

Which he himfelf did plant* 



SONG XIV. 

From Sofjg ▼. i^ a^ 3, 4, 

Christ* 

MY fpoafe» .to anfwer jtfifie I'm coitie 
Into my garden fair ; 
My myrrh and fpice of fwjset perfame» 

With pkpiRire I do fli^re. 
On honey, wine, and i^UK I feaft ; 

All friends come eat with Jne, 
And drink my wiae of hety'nly t^. 
Yea, drink abundantly. 

Spouse. 
Whil<^ Chrift invites, iny fl^rii prerails. 

Yet fomething wakes in me, 
To hearkiin to Chrift's knMts and calls. 
His voice fpeaks preffingJte. 
Christ. 
[ Open to me, my Fatbec's child ; 
Open to me, . my love ; 
Open to mc my i^ndefird \ '■ 
Open to mc, my dof'c. 



.^^ 



15 2 . Scripture-Songs. 

5 From love Tm ftanding at thy door, • 

Tby heart caft opea foon ; 
A midnight fliower of wrath 1 borcy 
To fare thee when aodone. 
Spouse. 

6 I am andrefsM, and reft is fweet, 

Fiom bed 1 cannot rife; 
liow fliall I row defile my feet ? 
Thus (loth did me entice. 

7 By the k y -hole, my well-belov'd 

His hand of pow'r put io ; 
So that my bowels all were xnov'd. 

For being ungrate to hira. 
S \Vhen 1 rousM up, obey'd his knock. 

My hands r.ropt pleafantly 
With oil of myrrh, left on the lock ; 

Which made the bolt to fly, 

9 To my btlov'd I opeo'd faft, 

Who, to my grief was gone : 
I faiBtid, when his fpeeches pad 
1 mournfully thought on, 

10 I fought him then with carefulnefs ; 

But found he could not be: 
I caird on him in this diftrefs. 
He did not anfwer me. 

1 1 The watchmen who do go their roand%^ 

And keep the city -wall, 
Abus'd me, and did give me wounds. 
And tore away my vail. 



S O N G XV. 

J Dialogue beinvixf theS^ou^e iiW Davghters 
rufalem, from Song v. 8. io itAc end. 



r 



Spouse, 
Salem's race, if ^ou \\\wi ^tv^, 
I charge you tcU tt^^ caSt \ 
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I^in Hck of love, fore pain*d in tmod^ 
He ooly can me eafe. 

Daughters. 
I X> faired One, we fain would know 
The objeA of thy love ; 
"What charms he faiath, that thou dofl fo 
Prize him all men above. 
Spouse. 

3 My love is white and ruddy too, 

The chief of thoufands ten; :, . .- 

His innocence and fuffrings do 
Him beautify to men. 

4 His blefTed head doth far excel 

The gold that is mod fine, 
His loclu are black and curled well, 
They raven -like do (hine, 
^ His eyes are like the eyes of doves. 
When they in flocks are met 
Near water- dreams, which they do love, 
Milk-wa{h*d and fitly fet. 
6 His cheeks are like the fweeteft flowVs^ 
And beds where fpices grow ; 
His lips like lilies are, from whence 
Sweet-fmelling myrrh doth flow. 
y As rings of gold with berryl fet. 
So do his bands appear ; 
His belly bright as ivory 

Overlaid with fapphires clear, 

8 His legs like marbla pillars are. 

Which on gold-fockets went; 
Like Lebanon his face is fair. 
As cedars excellent, 

9 His mouth that makes fweef promifes> 

To ev'ry faint is-iWeet : 
Yea, he all o^er lovely is« 
View hii6 from head to feel. 

10 O daughters of Jerufalem, 

This is bij love aod friend, 



154 ^crifUtri^S^ngi 

Tor wftom none c%n decile a a 
Or proper clnbt^cm fiod* 

s o n'^g-'^xvt.- '^0 

1 /^ Faireft bride, we Fiin woiild koow^ | 

1^ Wheie's thy beloved gone ? 
* TcU ttt, that with ibee wc miy gi^ 
To feck ihii roatchlefs One, - 

Srovsa. 
3 My lore ks gone to heiT'ci abon^ 
Yet doth he coodefceod 
To come into his garden bere» 
And beds of fpice attend. ' 

3 In meetings of hit (aiots •he's foand, 

Thefe gardens of delight. 
He's there to bting th^m rich fiipplies. 
And gather lilies white. 

4 To my beloved I belong. 

And my belov'd to me *; ' 
To feed among the lily^flbw'ts*. . 
Great pleafure taketh he. 

Christ. 
j; O who is (he that looketh forth^ 
Like to the morning-light? 
When it darts out to chace away 
The darknefs of the night, ^ '' - , 
6 Fair as the moon, clear as the fuO» 
With dazzling beao^it array'd ; 
Yet hke an army terrible. 

With banners alldifpUy'd*,. < 
J She comes ap from the wWiitjMiSM^, 
She walks and alwajrs^IiiM^. :'. 
Od her bdoy^i J>fc^^\W^n' 
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SO N G XVII. 

mstV Sufferings for us. From ifa. liii. 

Ho hath befievM the faithful word, 

Which we to men declare ? 
:els the arm of God the Lord 
layed and made bare ? 
, like a weak plant grows» 
»ot from ground that's dry ; 
(vard beauty he afTumes, 
draw the carnal eye. "^ 

;d and defpis'd is he, 
ough finners unbelief; 

of for rows ail his days, 

well acquaint with grief, 
d our faces when be came» 
take our wrathful lot, 
'd he was and put to fhame, 
I we efteem'd him not. 
:fs and forrows, all his time» 

us he bore the load;, 
, we judg'd thki for his crime^ 
fmitten was of God. 

for our trar^reffions 

s wounded and abus'd, 

ul f jr our iniquiti«is 

ft gricvoufly was bruis*d. , : 

Ti was laid our chaflifement, ',>. 

whijh Ot!r peace he (card ; 

bloody itripes he underwent, 

lercby our wounds are IjcaPd. 

I like (heep from tx0d Iv.ivc ftray'd, 

1 did our own ways chufe ; . 

hefe our (ins God on hinvlaicF^i/ 

lich love would not refufc. \. 

fs'd and wrong*d our Surety flctiy 

ru/fJ o/ufltruih.; 

Y 3 '^^ 




. -1. 

f 



SON O XVHL 

^ Thakksgivikg /ir Kcdcsmiiig Loti ; 
Rom. T. mnd Heb. xiu. 

J \T /Hen we were dcftinite of ftrcBgdi^ 
V V Oarfelves to hdp and fave» 
For tbe ongodly Cbrift at kc^th. 
His life a raDfoot gave. 

2 Scarce any Tor a righteous, mao' 

Will dare his life to (bike ; 
And for a good foao it were much 
Such an exchange to make. 

3 Bat God his matchlefs love corameods^ 

When his mdX glorious Son 
Dy'd Cor us while unrighteous. 
Vile (inners and undoAe. 

4 Since by his blood Chrift us from fo 

Doth juftify and free, - * • ^ 

Th^n furely from the wrath to Gomt^ 
We cTcr fafc (hall be. 

5 If Chrift for enemies to God ' ^ - 

Did die, to ccd ihe ftrife; • ]| 

Much more, when reconciled ihiw^ ... - ^hw 
He'll 'Jfrw OS by his life. V-'^ 

6 nil, more tfaaA fo^ wc y>l «i God^ -^y^i 

Tbr^^ 3rf»» thrift oui: Uiid^v ■ > >^ijMC 



■^^ 
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l^lje great atonement we rcceiyCiu 

And To obey his uord. 
Now he that's Lord of quick apddpad^ 

The God <;f love and peace, . 
That from the grave brought Cferift pur head, 

And him to life did raiie ; 
Who, i!S the fh'cphcrd great and good. 

His life for us did grant, .. r 

i^nd did eihbhfh, «-ith his blood, 

Th' eternal covenant ; 
May he in us his work fulfil. 

Till us he per fed make, 
Still rtren^ihning us 10 do his ■will 

For our Redeemer's fake ; 
And work in us what his word Ijays^ . 

Is pleafing him before ; 
Through Jefus Chrift, to whom be praife 

And glory evermore. 



SONG XIX. 

ATCHLES3 Love in the Gift ^.CHRIST : ffom 
John iii. 14. /« 17. 

OWoadrous divine love to men ! 
When wrath 'gainft us did fwcll, 
God took our nature, bore our guilt,. 

To favc our fouls from belli 4 

As Mofes in the wildernefs. 

Did lift high on a pole 
A uraz-eq ferpent, for flung men 

To view and be ma«le v.'holc; _ ; 

So Jefus Chnfl the. antitype, ';; * 

Was lifted^ up on high 
Upon the crofs, that wounded fou!& 

Might look and healed be. 
And there, he fays, whoe'er b«Iie?es 

J/2 hlai uc/eignedly, 

Y 3 ^V^^ 




ShaH fK^Tft fKriih m ihdr fint. 
Bur IiTc efernsiHy, 

5 Cod lof'd the WMdrfl)^ MttCg^ : ! 

His S9B t9 dtpeU i9!dqf; ' ; 
^Dd die, tbtt^lA whd to'hhB lri|ff|^: . 

Mi^ht live M^ch God for ay, "•" " 1 ■ • • ' 

6 Good newi ! cbtk tSiriadKntaricedbcfatra^ 

All who in him beUefC ': - - - r '' ' " -^* 

Are f«fe6«m h0ll,«aitir«vcr&ain 

With God IB heaTCD Kff ,; • . . -^ - ''- -M - 

7 And that hb Sod God did te'feDcl^^^:/' '/ < 

A loft world to CQDdeiQiri-/ ■ 1: *■ " - 1^ • ^ 
Bat by hit blood be did ibiQKl' * .^ . i*; " ' "' 
To fare cofidemned men. . 

8 Believers all uith ChrHl live ftall». 

And ne'er condemoed be; * 
The broken law he fatisfy'd; 
Them for to jufl ify. 
^ But vengeance }ul\ for etet lies 
On ail the re^el-race, 
Who God's eternal Son defpife,. . 
And fcorn his ofFtr'd grace. - 
10 Obey Chrift's call, who faves the loft:;.; 
Strrve God that's One in three : 
To Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, 
Give praif^ eteroaily. • ' 



SONG XX. 

cod's Lqve /» CHRIST utaltcrMei FtoibRobi. 
31. te the- end. - .'• 

I r^ OD's love id Clirid tranfceada our thougbiS^ ; i 
V3 In faving men from woe ; " ^ 
If God's for us, and (lands our frieodr. 
Who then can be our foe? , .. .r 
3 Since Cod for us fjiai'dtiox b^^«&» . 
.. J5tfr;5afe.hiin«2^^odie\ 
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His lefler gi&s bell not refofe* 
Nor ought that's good deny. 

3 Who (hall God*s ele^ ones arraign. 

Whom God hath jufiify'd ? _ 
Or who will dare thofe to condemn. 
For whom this Surety dy*d \ 

4 Chrift dy'd for^us : yea, in his love. 

He rofe up for our fake. 
And doth at God's right hand for ut 
Still interceifion make. 

5 Who from Chrifl's love (hall us disri^c,;?' 

Shall trouble or diflrefs \ 
Shall perfecution, or the fwofd, 
famine, or nakednefs \ 

6 Nay, o'er all thefe we triumph (ha!l> 

With the celeftial powers ; 
Through Jefus Chriu's viflorious love> 
We*re more than cqpquerors. 
J I am perfuaded death, nor life. 
Nor principalities ; 
Nor finite pow'rs, nor prefcnt things. 
Nor yet futurities ; 
B No height, no breadth, ho creature (halt 
Di^olve the twided. cord 
Of mutual love 'twixt God and us. 
In Jefus Chrifl our Lord. 
9 Unchangeable is love divine. 
Time makes it not decay ; 
For tl>efe whom once the Lord doth love» 
He them doth love for ay. 
^O From love, great mercies us thou giv'ft. 
But -One well (ing of ftill; 
Eternal thanks to God for ChriA> 
His gift un/peakable ! 



V^^^ 




~< 



THA)iKSGiviNo/tfr<jOiys7*fV iMf ii^ mMri 
CHRIST : Fiom Eph. i. 3, A^^K^* ffiVrt^t 

1 T^LEST be Gbrift*s God, aiid Failier^ter«. 
Jt) For all our hesvenly fcrc;, 

Iq Cbrift he hatb enricbedin^ 
WitbfpMtaalblAogsrafei . 

2 In love he chofe as m. his Son, - * - 

Before the world iitmtdtt 

To mike us bl^melefs bply inep^ 

Like Chrift oa> holy hetd, 

3 Prcdeftinatc us of his gracc^ 

By Jefus Chvift did he. 
To be adopted children aH, 
In his own family ; 

4 That all the praife might-ftill fljdound> 

To glorious ^r^r^ alone ; 
The Lord hath usacccpted made^ 
In his beloved Son : 

5 Iq whom, through his mod precious bloody. 

We have redemption fVce^ 
Even full rcmiflion of our ii^s, 
That rich grace all might fee. 

6 In wifdom God mikes grace to us 

jFlow out abundantly, 
That^r^c^ miy be our lafting fohg. 
To all eternity. 
1 May we be grafjping with the (fliDtf^ 
Chrifl's love to comprehend, 
Whofe breadth, and length," and. dcptK, and he 
Do lioundiefsly extend ; '' . 

8 Ari prefs to know that wondrous love 
Which knowledge aR exceeds, 
Tiiat froTi liis fulnefs we may havel 

Supply to all our needs. 
Uow unto God who c4n Ao Tcioxei 
Tbaok wc can alk ot iVaaV^^ '^ 



According to his mighty power, 
That took us from hell's brink. 

^ All glory in the church by Chrift, 
To him be rendered then. 
Thro* ages all for evermore ; 
Let all men fay Amen. 



SONG XXII. 

^«f hope is in CHRIST'S Righteousness, and in he* 
ing nuith bim : From Philip, iii. 7, i:fc. 2 Cor. ?• l^ 

6c. 

k nr^HESE things I heretofore thought gain, 
JL And of them made my boaft. 
For Chrift that doth me jufUfy, 
I gave them ap for loft. 
9 Yea, donbtlefs, 'tis my fixt refoIve» 
To coQQt all things but loft, 
That I the excellence may'know» 
Of Jefus and his crofs. 
^ All worldly things for him iVe loft> 

I, them as dung efteem, ^ 

That I may Chrifl my treafure win. 
And fafe be found in him. : 
I My righteoufnefs as rags I quit, 
* I plead what Chrift hath done : 
This righteoufnefs which God ordains, 
By faith I take alone. 
c Miiy I know Jefus in that power. 

Which rais'd him from the grave. 
That with him in his fufEbiings, 
1 ftllov^fhip may have; 

6 And being conform'd to his dtath. 

By dying unto fin ; 
A refut region bleft from death, 
I may obtain thro' him. 

7 Yea, now we know if this day-houfe 
. X>iira]f'd were of} the field* 



^3 



45z Scf^tWt'Simgi I 

Ao heavenly hmfe we hi?e on Uigji, j- r ^ Cf 
Whicb God litmrelf doth UM. ^^ ^^ > ^ ^ jB 
8 With A rang dtfires we therefore groao^ ''/ ^- .1 "^jh 
That to ui 11 were jir'o, '. ^ S 

To know thid Mifi» and be aew*dotli*<dl: '' fl^ 

With oyr pure hoofe iDlicav'ii. ^ - J 

^ Wc wrilk by faitht swd am bf fi^» ', *^9h 

And hence wc ofien fay, ■ 

Content we wooid the budy leaT*^ - %Ml 

And dwell with Chrift for ay. : , ■ ^ ; *' ^ 
10 Faith's. views of Chrifl prompc of to Ct^%g, „ ■ ^- * A 
And make it ftilt our ciir^, * ' 1 

That whethci here, or with our Lord, , /, , J 

Of hi* Jofe we may ftjirc, > ^ * U, « 

SONG XXIII, ^ 

A TuANKSGi^iNGj^rz-t^FRvirj e/'C^lWST'li.Rx^ 
suRRECTioN : Ffoni I Pet, i. 3^ 4> ifc^ 

X^ Ajid Father of oar Lord, 
Whofe mercy d6lh tQ us «boQod» 
According to 4it$ word ; . 

2 Who haih ligottcn us again 

Unto a lively hope, " . . 

By Chrift his rifjog from the dead) 
Of faith the blefled prop. . 

3 For by it we arc well fecur'd ' . 

Of an iri'jeritaocc, : >< . . 

That's not corrupted nor dtfil*dft . -' ] • vi . 

Nor fades by any chance ; • ." 

4 Which is for iis in heaven rcfcrv.'d^ .. . , . i. • 

And we are kept for it, , ' / 
By the Almighty power i)f Cod, .*, * A 

Thro' faiths till we be fit. 

5 For that falvation glorious^ .;: ,,^/ 

To be KTcal'd at \aft, / '^>i*( 
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ch we wait to be poiftft, 
^n time and day$ are pail:« 
blell hope we do rejoioe» 
' for a time we QQed« 
) be kept in heaYtneft, 
0' trials multiplied, 
th more precious jcfaan gold* 
ire is tried here, 
into praife it m^y be foand, 
sn Jefus doth appear^ 
efus, tho' unfeen. we love^ 
im believing dill ; 
I yields us joy anfpeadcabley 
t is of glory full. 

Jefus cornea, we ihall receive ^ 

blefl end of our fiixh ; . 

he falvation of our fouls, 
:ur'd us by his death, 
■ 

SONG XXIV. 

s <?/GOD manlfejied: From i Johniii. i, 2,^r. 

hold how matchlefs is that loTc 1 
The Father hath beftow'd 
n* that we fliould be adgfpt« 
1 caird the Sons of God 1 
lage he makes ns to bear, 
Sons of heavenly birth; ■ . ' • ■ 

iignity exalts us far 

)re the kings on earth, t 

>h now the world us dothnot koQW« . ' ^ 

(thrift it never knew ; ;...'. 

od doth own us as his fonsy 
Ve chang*d and born anew. ; < 

/hat we Ihall hereafter be;, . , • 

othnotyet appear; 

\s wc know, . wTien Chiift (bsAV ciQ^^ \ 

(hsUlhis iikenefa bear : 



c For vefluUSx UfliJi ht ip9 ~ -*' • 
And like him flane fiiU lN%iit : 
We tbco coflie oear oar ^briiMtf lam 
From whom we hav» oarM^t. - 
4 AsChrift ttholj, fomnft W; 
All who hope for that hoar, . 
Themfehret will aUb fopts% 
At he the IxMnd is pore. 
7 Let^ here^^as Onojen, CdDoiw peaoe» 
And waDL with ooea0B0vd». •- 
And always ftody holiaefi* ■'"'■ 

As we would fee the Lord. 
€ Noeyehathfeeo, Qoeirhathheardy 
No beait can things above 
Ck>nceive, which Jefns hath prepar'd 
For them who him do love. 



SONG XXV^ 

Thf glorious TRINITY ^4/(?rV, and CHKlST's 
extoirj: Fr©m Rev. i. 4, 5, ire. Rev. iv, 8, 6 

1 1i ^ AY we have grace and peace from God, 
iVA The glorious One in Three, 

Who as createirand redeem'd. 

And us doth fao(3ify : ^ ^ 

2 Ev'n from the Father who dill was. 

Who is» and (Hll (hall be, 
Aad ffom the fev'ofold wording SpVit, 
Before his throne on high ; 

3 From Jefus Chrift the wttnefs trne, ^ ; 

And firfl-boin from the dead.' 
Who of all earthly kings and powers " 
Is Prince and ruling bead : 

4 To this great Lord, th«t fo lov'd men^ 

Such loathfome men as we, ■ ' ; ' ' ';*' 
A$ wafli us in hispTccvpu%VAw>d, ' ijt 

Onr roole fwwi fio to free- ^ \- . v^ 

- ' - ■ "' ' "' , s4' 
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n, who made us kings add prieCis, 

God his Father high, 

ry and dominton 

ough all eternity. 

I he conies with flying clouds, 

I every eye fhall fee, 
nbeJicvers who hira pierc'd^ 

II wail mod bitterly. 

t believers lift their headf 

th joy, to fee and hear, 

len conaplcte redenfption '■ ■ - •' 

them is very near. • 
io(ts abov* their liomagc pay, 
id crowns cafl on the ground,. - ' ■ 

never ceafe by night nor day, 
ie(e praifes to rcfound ; ' . 

holy, holy, h'jly Lord, ' \ 

Almighty God alone, 
ho ever was, and ajfo is, 
And ever is to come ! '* 
y, power, and honour ftill, 
lOuVt worthy to receive ; 
lings were made to pleafe thy will, 
)d jy thy pleafure live, 
t worthy. Lamb, art thou, they fiog, 
be adored thus; 

vith thy praife heav'n's manfions ring, 
)r thou wad (lain for ns. 



SONG XXVI. 

AJ\IB that luat Jlain eternally exalted :'Trof a. 
Rev. V. 

^ HE heav*nly hods and eldtts join) 

To bow before the Lamff 
I goldea barp$ and fweeteft tun^, 
re/ trunpet forib his fame. 

ft . ^-^^ 




2 Tliey erf, '* O Eailier; vbo HuJI look 

** Worthy ihc Larsib lo talx tlie book, 
'* And open cr'ry fe I. 

3 ** TtioiiVt lU God's- 19^ Crtes to fercjl, 

*' For thrill wail £^m fxM- ttt, 
^* An^ thy blcckd pttrdiis'4 *» lo Cod» 
*' Which d\oii ftied ft on the crols^ 

4 " froiDeT'ryiiatiooc:iMBfMt;taW<^.. -^-.vji^ 

" Thyprecioi»bloo4,«|.^oQg)i^;, v ^, .^^ 
<• WcU tlnm dc<CTir'ft4iyjnpgft4ipgN ,^ 

5 *< Unto the Lmb-ihatooce wli.fiaifi« /: .; '^-' 

«« Be endl<^s prai^et gtv'fly _ J 

<< By aH that dwtll ufon the earth, 

** And all the hefls of hcav'n. ,. 
9 «* Thou haft us ranfomM with thy Uciqdy ■ . - 

'• And fct us pns'neri free ; ., : . •. 

*< Thou mak'ft us kings and prieftsto G^» . 

•* And we (hall rel^o with thee." 

7 Lei*$join> while here, our cheerfiil foo^ 

With hofls around. the tbione, '; .- 

Tef) thoufand. thousands are their toogaes* 
Ytt^ll agree in one. 

8 *« Woithv the. Lamb that dy'd, t bey cry ^ 

«* To be exalted thus, , . 

*« Worthy the Lamb, let us re*>lyr / . 

•• For he was flain for os. . . 

9 *< Th'e Lamb is worthy to receive 

«< Strength, wifdoiTJ; ticbH, nright j 
** Eternal hononrs we afcribe 

<* To hidi, for 'lis his right. 
.10*^ J.£t hcay-n and earth unite la one, - .. > 

** To praife the glorious name 
** Of ))im that fiis upon the throne, 

•* Ar/d io.ado|;i^t5)^J![-»iix^.''.j 
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SONG xxvn. 

^ ^kisi of the Saints and Maktyks in hearjsfii 
hroni Rev. vii. 

1 IT K T's view by iaiih the faints above, 

t J . Rcdsero'd from ^n by Jefus' love ; 

Their various tribes, iheir fwcct employ^ 

In raptures of eternal joy. 
a The Patriarchs, with Jacob's race, ' 

Rais'd up to bcav'o by God's free grade ! 

With fongs they praife their Father's Gcd, 

Who led them home the heav'nly road* 

3 Next, fee a num'rous multitude. 
Redeemed from bell by Jefus' biood. 
From evVy natioo, kindred, tongue^ 
Who fiog an eTcrlaftiog fong. 

4 In white robes doth'd they all do (lancU 
With palms of triumph in their hand : 

, <* Salvation to God on the throne, 
•• Tbey cry^ and to the L;jTiib'his foo." 

5 Next thefe, come angels, and fall down, 
Humbly adoring Three in One ( 

" They cry^ Amen, give glory, pow'r, - 
•• And thanks to God for evermore," 

6 But whence come thefe in white who fhine 
All cloth*d wiih righteoufoefs divine ? 
Thefe come from f ^Viags great to God, 
Their robes they walh'd in the Lamb's bloo()» 

7 The martyrs trials now are o'er. 
They fee God*s face for evctihorc ; 

The Lamb mikes fure their heav'nly blifs, 

They've faid, he's ours, and we are his, 
S No more the heat fliall them torment 

Of Tcordiing fun they've no complaint : 

The I«amb, who fhines amidft the throce. 

Shall be their everlafling fun. 
7 To Father, Son, and holy Gbo'\, 

One Cod, who (aved uawVien\o&» 
Z a 



Be trerUAifig gbr| ^'flj 

hj kU on »i thi acid »U In beat *je«-^ 

s o N c xxvDai. ;, 

MiL Mid:|tif. xHc fbn ' - 

I T^EboId* ananid^ilkMeMf' >« '-»;,* 

To earth becoi^^-lbr«ltOid.€ad^ ' vr T\iS.' 
YMk tidingpto rdiirl / j > ,, ^ : ^ ^ ^^ » J 
a •! Great Babyloo that did cMfal ^ . : S V-' 
<« ThekingdQAMoflbeeklth/ 
•• The lime is cpaie for her to Ml,- 
•♦ Which calls for holy mirth, , ^ - . - 

3 ** X.et heiiT^QS be g)ad» with all the HusCiy^ 

•< Let prophets all rejoice ; 
<< God doth ateoge your long complaiititi ;. 
*' With praife \tk op yoor voiee; 

4 << A millAoDe*s cail by Gabriel^ 

«* And in the fea ia drown 'd I 
'' Thns terribly (hall Babel fall, 

«« And ncv^r more be found.** 
^ Upon the fea of glafs they (land* 

The bead who overcome, ^. . 

With harps of geld ipto theip lucd*^ ' 

To ^tbrate her doom. 

6 Thefe conquerors do flnect in lbrollgt^ 

And to Jehovah's^ oamct 
They pleafantly unite the iongs 

Ok Mofes and the Lan^b. - .^. 

7 By Mofes* hand, th^ enemy 

Did (Ink deep in the flood;;* • ■ 
So drown'd oar fiqs are io the fea 

Of Jcfus' precious bJood. y . - ■■ 

8 The conqiicrois vtilh &««it \ot\^x«»» . • . V 
. C£i^ Vthonottr.>pittswt\»m*^ ;V^ 



la fweeter notes than Mofes* fong?, 

They'll tune tSofe of the Lanib, 
All n^iiOxii (btl^ to thee bow dowo, 

And worlhip rev'rcntly. 
When once thy judgments are made koQWn, 

Agaialt thine enemy. 
» The hofts of God, wiih one confent, 

Shall hallelujahs fing ; 
When ihe Lord Gcd omnipoter.t, 

Tak.s hfcs j»reat powV to reign. ^ 

Ai length wjli end th-i devil's jcign. 

Over the fons of men : 
Let heav'n and eaith rejoice aad li^S* ^. 

With all th^r dwell in them. 



■ SONG. XXIX. 

^(.* good Ne^s ^f the Ransom &f Christ's Blood* 



I /^^ R.eitt pity (Sod ih?wa. 

Vjr 1 



To Gentiles and jews ; 
J fcnt ihem his gofpel to bring ihcm good Dew^. 

Good news to the lult, 

With racking fears to'Vd, . 
lat found is a ranfom, in whicirihey may boaft. ^ 

2 A ranfom of blood, 
Tiiat runs like a il iod, . 

jeir finj off tb carry, who God'» law withftcoc!. ^ 
News.!, that Chri/i was kind, 
When hellV pow'rs con^bin'd ; 

■) rout them, he freely his dear lif;; rtfignM. 

3 Blood firtam'd from his fide, 
T' attone for our pride ; " 

\ was the tormentor that him crucify'd* . 
When we have him v>ew*d,^ - 
With his b!)od imbru'd, . .... . 

ay we by ?hif profpea get all licfubdu'd. 

^ Z-3 ■ 



What 



I 




4 Wbat figfjt (fo w£ fk ?■ 

Ouift il re tell VI on the tree* 
Fbr rebels dn wt ^re, mr-fl ^iJJui|| to die ', 

P^osdrcidfiil he felt, 

O lei our heai*i$ meli ^^ 

For Gn jJkit did cicrie liim* \*lico he bort otar^B 
I Since br iini of r^JCJi, 

G<)d*s dear '.amb W4S fl'tiJti, 
Hard pufl rhe man's hcut be, that yci feck n»p 

*vVhcfv rbe ^l;t^dJd fain?. 

And hardcA rocks rem, 
Shall we be fo ilabbomj as ntvcr relent ! 

6 Our gl i>ri out Head ^ ' 
Our vifLTm r;.-s matlc, 

To Ireal ua when woundtdj bis blood all be fiiedr ^ 

Iff our place lie jlpod» ^f 

Acd pour'd out bis blood. 
Yea, sive4 us free acccfsto tbat hcalio^ -floods 

7 Ghrift's feaft we'll attend, .' '' '- 
Aod his Jwre<oni«end|. ' \ 

V/eH thin!: cn,l?ts fu&nngs^ tiQ onr~beafts do reod«. 

His wpu^^ds rii ootvicWi 

Like a hardch'd J*:w, 
But when (ei before, me, my grief i-lLreacwi ''' '■' 



S O .N-. G- XXX;.' .; 

T A- Avivi c/CiitLi%r •/ pierC'ed' Feet : From Ifa. li 

;^? .. .. • *;. . . • . ■ 
3 TT ^W bea\nif«> upon the mouac ! ; ; 

JjL Were Cbrifl Vieet*p'ejc*d:Oa our a^spoiftrt, 
Vv'bcre he was crucify 'd !•. '^ 

bwxic !^»ii^ buAg'to youaedfne» ; . ' '/ 

CJd's 'wratJ^ ix>pacifi\d.. i . ... '^.*' / - 

sr Ttdbgs ihilrCbria has pofGl)a»HI jietfiBy - ^3^ 

, ' Wi^ Ir«sf|irt3 fan of iiwd\u\ |y^^> " - St?^ 

^■:*y':''*:->'^-".: . : .. ■■:■■■ V -ri. 



for Zion*i Travellers. 

Good news ! that he hath purdia&'d room». 
For ef 'ry needy foul to come, 

Tojii and feafi nait-b faints. 
Were men at God's bar flndly tiy^di 
None li?ing coald be juflify'd, 

A\\ would be guilty fix^nd. 
From Juftice throne we finners dy, 
To Chiift our bleeding priefl on high^ 

Where meicy doth abound. 
In Chrift's the proper mercy^feat^ 
AVbere we with God may humbly treat* 

In. hira God's fatisfy'd. 
His blocd hath juflFce reconcil^d, 
Its flaming fword hath quit the field,. 

Judice is on our fide. 
Now God his friendlinefs to prove. 
Invites us to a feafl of love, 

A rich and coftly feaH ; 
To partake of the rareil foed. 
Pardon znd peace through his Son*s bloody 

Which angels ne*er did tafte. 
Lord, Sirtt the murderer here (lands, 
That pierc'd thy heart> thy feet and hands*^ 

For which I mourn and grieve. 
Lord, give a flrong couiagious faith, 
To doom each darh'ng lud to death) 

Sin.fhaJl no longer Hve. 
This foe m^ Saviour betrayM, 
It bound and hawi'd him to be try'd-, 

Apd rais'd the furious cry. 
To crucify the Lord our head ; 
lHut, good news ! he rofe from the deac^. 
And* pleads. for us oo hi^h. 



■T 



i 




, -^ SONG XXXI. 

\^ HE Lamb fotight for nic» ^^ 

Hy ifCf^i Tiirit^uiJij'il lie; 
The 1*00 Kc conquir'd, whr n Tiaii*c! to Uie tre^ h 

Crtat\idury biOugoL* * 

Our frttdom from boi^di,ge to $j4^ He Wrouglit.. S 

2 The K*mb f^t u« d}'d, j 
He W3S crucify *d ; I 

Y?t, when at thj? iQwcift, ull'^a powVs he defy*d» 

He lay in the gr^e, 

Our Itift foalj to fave i ■ . ^. .-, ■ 

Yet rofe as our charopioOy^ nioft v«tiaia.ai)d.braf«c, 

3 Hx: fought and iMi^tt^ 

Yet overcame hell ;. ' , 

He CQoquer'd and triompA^'d^ .fojr fuch ais rebel/t 
H«^ I'ofe for Oittr.f4kc.v. 
>^ /s|od did the earth flwke, - ^ . 
The deviis^d keepers to ireoble di<liDake«,. 

'^'T^o rocks they 4id rei)d; •• • . • ., 
Hm> angels attend^ 
He taught his ditcfples, till'he did.afceo<l--^. 
He went up in might. 
With chaiio:* of light [^ , . 

A cloud him received, out ^i hisjneods Cght,^. 
5 Aboire he did. laitd^ . . » ' 

Sits^o Go(i*$ right-hcaod, 
Onr Higb-piieft and SovVstgo^ all things M> COfOIH^ 
I'here he plea4s on high». / 

Loud doih his ibJood.CKy^. , . ''^<J I 

For pardon to finnery, \vh6 to.hi«n»do fly* ./r ** 
■'^^SflS' The L^mb^s judgeol all, *• . 

' '' ;/1?he dead he will call,; . ** 

All mull Aand befbre him,. be they^reat^r fauill«;. 
His mercy is gi eat, - . - \-^ 

Hit blood paid out dtViXi ..^* 

Hf wiU. tbcti abfoivt us,., ^b^:^ y^H'^^^^ »5i2ti^ 
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7 Of Chrift that dii die. 

But now reigns on high, 
bags with fweet mufic, ue'Il fpread through the fky. 

With both hearts and tongues^ 

We'll fing the Lamb's fongs, 
▼cry foul join a»| that to him belongs. 

SONG XXXII. 

RIST's Sufferings, and b'u Love to Be- 
LXEviNG Souls, 

VHen Jefos pour'd out blood and tears, 
A finking load of wra^h he beats, 

God's jufticc to appeafe. 
bloody robe for ps he wore 
IS foul in pain did travel lore. 

And ail to bring us eafe. 
he ploughers his dear back did plough^ ' 
heir fcourges here long furrows drcWi 

fn which his blood did tun. 
hey him expos'd to all difgracc, 
hey fpat upon his bie/Ted face, 

His love this did not fhon. 
e bore our curfe and puniihraent, 
led blood till «v'ry drop was fpent, 

To ranfom us from wrath, 
/ho can his love enough coramend, 
'hat faves all criminals condemned. 

Who look to him by faith \ . 
rem fin and wrath thou doll relieve, 
'he chief of fii^oers who believe. 

Thy wounds do tlicni rnclofe ; 
^heir fouls in thefe thy people hide, 
nd there they conftantly abide, 

Safe ftom their deadly foes. 
L flaeen frunv^^rath, I knew of none^ 
•ut Jefus* rightcoufntls alone *^ 

Which covers all our Gn. 
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Stria trial thit cao welltfthM,? . ;*>^>' 

' FerkitiofinitelypDret ^' ' - . * :*'**■ ^ 

' N» &w it fboad therdov ' i-^ > 

6 Thwf wh«\Q»eanh the&k d^ bciii 
Aod to the haogry bmd dUft dodf • - " 

Oar fbdlt vhc8rlbmqg.'feed i > 
. M6rc predws thej are than day^ . 
LordJefQf» pity, ioola tbif day» 
And fiftitfy e«riiee<L' 

7 BclicTenbythe^arebdov^d/ 

' A kingdon ne'er' to>e itiQO«*d^ . 

SbaUtmcotheiiabfcgMi. " ' 
Ridi cfowna oaL4iien4lMMa-wiH bcfl o iy> >. 
No riatter what they want belong 

They'll be made op in heaf'A» '■ 

SONG XXXIH- 

CHRIST'/ great Surra af ho a tring grca 
to us.' 

1 'T^ HE Lamb fiJent flood, 

Jl White men Aed hit blood i 
Himfelf be gave freely, to be o«r foult food. 
Crown*d wat he'with thom^ 
Ut*d with fpite aod fcora> 
. let psdently bore it, to fave thee forlorn. 

2 &cpo(ed he ilaods, 

With oail'd feet and hands, 
Deep pitrced, long bleeding, to pay law*s dema 
|li04naQ*s tongtic can tell, 
"" . What grief ©tfJbefelT 

In (ariog loft fioners, frdon finking to hell, -' 
,., > ti^ waf dooip'd to die/ 

Oo mount Cal^ary^ 
g ore prefi'd he did utter his laft hitter cr^. 
^^P Our ^ullt which he bore*. 

^.Crait wj j-to jmY^ iottui^% tWm^AftVvtci ^ 
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4 His wounds bring us peace, 
Flis pains give us eafe» 

orn (ia*s powV and bondage they do us releafe. 

Ghrift ftraymg fouls fought. 

Their pardon he bought, 
om Satan's vUe flavery their freedom he wrought • 

5 Lord, thy love's divioe. 
It doth kindle mine, 

lee it caufe in me all graces to (Uine« 

Dead fouls to revive. 

When they life derive, 
om thy wounds, the fountain that makes men alive. 

6 Tm* fmfd and vile. 

My heart's full of guile, 
wHl be free mercy if on me' thou fmile. 

Lord, do not defpife 

My foul's feeble cries, 
•ccive a loft finner tliat to thy blood flies. 

7 This blood faves from hell, 
And feats dotli difpd, 

he thunders of Sioai, the Lamb*s blood doth quell. 

I plead thy free grace. 

Ope fmile of ihy face, 
r word to me fpokcn, woal J fill me with peace. 



*/> 
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A P P E N D I! 



c ONT A r N r N G 

* - ■ ^ 

I, A Lecture on i Cor. xi, i% 
the end* ^ 

IL A t^REPARATIOK SeRMON 

Jof* ill. 5. 
IIL An Action Sermon from 

AJI taken from the AuxHOft's nmnufcriprs* 



faie pab!i/he(!. 



H 



T 

A Lecture on i Cot.xi.17. to the 
concerning the inftitutiori ^ 
Lord's Supper. 

Verfe 17. Nd*u} in this that I declare mmtbyou% I 
you not^ that you come together ^ npfjhrft^, 
but for the tvorfe, * ." 

J 8. For fir ft ofall^ nuhen ye came together in thee 
1 bear that there he divijions among yu s emd'i 
ly believe ^t, , 

19. For there mufl Imaifo herejies mmongyou^ tih 
which are affrov^inay be wade manifefi anm 
•' V^ 

IN this pa(&^ tk^ i|io(Ue takes occaCoo to reph 
great difordefs and abufes crept in among thcQ 
roioiftratiog and partaking of the Lorj^ I 
which (as the ancients tell us) was commooly, W 
with a iove-feaft aooexed to it, which gave 
fc^indaloas diforders here reprehended. ^ .... 

Fer/e tj. We ba>rc xVit m^titkw oCViv^ v^ 
charge, JVpof in ibis that 1 declare unt» 
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you noij See, Which fhews his willingncfs to commcfK; 
them ^o far as he could. Bat fuch fcandftlous dtforders as 
they were guilty of in fo facred an inftitutioc, he could not 
pafs without a (harp reproof. Why ? They invcned the ver5 
end and defign of the ordinance, which was intended tc 
make chem letter, or to promote their fpiritual interefts 
but it really made them woife. Wherefore he fays, the^ 
^.€iM»tf together not for the better lut the nxiorfe^ 

Obferve i. That Chrift*s ordinances, if they do no 
make US better, they are apt to make us worfe. — If they d( 
ns no good, they may do us harm ; if they do not molt am 
mend, they will harden; and that corruptions will be con 
firmed in us, if the proper means do not work a cute o 
cbem. 3. It concerns us all to inquire into the fuccefs o 
ordinances and folemn mfetings. O it is fad, if ou 
meeting? tend to the incrcafe of our fin, inftcad of ih< 
increafe of our grace. Let us eameftly deprec^ite this. 

Verfe i8. For fit ft of all ^ ivkvn you come together i. 

the churchy 1 hear there he dtviftor.s among you, &c 

They fJl into divifions, feds, parties, and fa ^H ions, ii 

their celebrating of this ordinance ; they fell a quarrcllin] 

^ ' one with another about meats and drinks in the love-fealb 

- or about the order of their down-fitting, or the time whei 

they fhould begin, or did not llay till they all came up. Th 

-5 whole church did not join together, but they eat h fepa 

\. rately ; there was alfo i « jharitablenefs. alienation of af 

c^ fedtions, difcord and contentions among them, whicli ver 

^, much marred their edification, and fu^xefs o£ the gofpel. 

m^ ^9ft, Seeing fchifms arc mentioned here, what is mean 

f thereby ? Who are guilty of fchifba, and who are fchifma 

'^- tics? j^nfw. In icripture the word is varioufly taken: j 

. . It is for a difference in opinions and feotinierrts about fom 

If points, when thrre is no heat of contention, or breach o 

communion. Such a divifion or fchifm W2S among tli 

Pharifees, al^oiit Ohrifl's curing the blind man, J<ihn ix 

x^. Ii isfaid** there was a.divifioo among tlicm," origr 

fially yjj'ua. And fuch fchifms may be among drthbdo] 

P.«'- divines abou: Je/Tcr points, and ^et T[\?cMi|jt^'^*>SsN!OQX '^ 

5 ;. vhg o/r;:€ce. 2. TJi? gcr.era\ fenfc oi \\\t viw^ *>&^ "^ ^ 

A a 



4ifjg md break mg off from thecommunron of lh( 

puMic orcinaoces, without caafetHke tKefe, Het 

tht manner ^f fim^ h. And in this feijfc iJ 
take f<^irm as difligaifkcd from herdV. Augu 
Schifmatic^s facit fioft siwerfa Jfdes^ frd f* 
^ffr ftp fd fn r if t .T f . ^ , In t h i« p' ace , and com r 
clier places -of icripcore, ttfr i Cor; i. to. V i 
I Gbr»«&; af. The word ;i^///ciUDtb takc^Jfoir oi 
cdiittiition,.aiMltHfiiiff»|nrBdioe» ahiOB|{ilic'^ 
tbe goTpel. «(ithoist binksog offfrom d^ cdenMM 
charchj; wiien p^opk Ave' chargiiiibic ii^itii''ia 
x:oDtenti«nsaQddi<Gori3», and iUieoatton #f afl« 
their brctbreor; for here they came together/ an 
(cbtfmatlcs. - 

Ghferve, There may be fchifm,- Where there 
ration of commaDioo. JPerfons may attend ord 
/icihcr, and fit together at the I^ord's table, 
ichifroatics in fcripture-fenie^ by reafon of*th< 
ti^blw contentions, and aiienation of a^e<5Hons 
Chriflians may feparate from one anothers c 
and yet be charitable towards one another ; 
not fo much fcbifm in fcripture-fenfe, as to t 
table and contentions. 

The apodle had had a report of tkefe dififr 
he did the more eafily believe ; ♦ ecaufe he kncfi 
hoved not only to be divifioru^ but herejies alj 
falfe do<51:ru9es^ more dangerous than fchifins ; - 
are corrupt opinions which (Irtke at the fond 
Chrillianity and all found religion. Herefy^ ai 

.the modern fenfepf the word, is an ethjr in i 
ioentab of reli'gion mainuined with obHunacy ; 
cannot&y the word neceflarily ijnports foch a i 
10 thif.|rftcey herefy and ichifm (onie times bei 
mous terms. 

Ohfervt u We have no canfe to wonder 
fliouid be breaches of Choilian lov« ia the chn 

wckm^ /iich dfeoces wilV come n.ftv^\TK3JiA^ 

^^h 2ud. g goad cotifdtQce« • 
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•fi, How fayi the apoftlc Herejies viuft came ? 
ncctfli»y i« there for them ? j^nt'Mi. '1 here is no 
:y or force upon any man lo broach iheni, any fur- 
,an his own corruption, pride,« vain»«;lory, envy, or 
lious rpirii, or Satan's temptation prompts him to it. 
e efent is certain, becaufe of God's decree permit- 
icra, who by his wifdom orders them for wife ends, 
jcy 'who arc approved may be 7nadc manifcft, by 
onOaot adbciing to the trutlvag^inli all the tempta- 
\ feduccrs. ^ 

'rve 2. A time of temptation and fcdu^flion is ^ 
f trial and dif cover y, who are (incere and conflant 
rs to the truths and ways of Gcd, and who not. 
rrve j. It is a picafure to God to fee the faith and 
icy of his upright onef difcovered to the world. 
TTve 4. The wifdora of God can ma.ke the errors 
ickednefs of others a foil to the piety and integrity of 
iiits. 
it 20. When ye cot7ie together therefore into ohs 

this is not to eat the herd's fupper^ 

for in eating every one taksth before other ^ his 
if per : and one is hungry and another is drun^ 

I Heatlicns ivfed toeat and drink plentifully at T)»eir 
npon their facriiices ; a"d this profane cu{iora was- 
ig in among the wealthier Corinthiani. Many think 
aftlcjwas pointing Jiere at their ^Aya-TTett', or Az'tf- 

that in ihefe limes cither preceded or followed the- 
J fuppcr; and they are caHed io-jefea/is^ becaufe 
'ere defjgned to manifell their loTC to the ir fellow^- 
ians, both poor and rich, and the poor carried away 
vns kft at ihcm : And alfo they had them torcpre* 
r Lord's laft-fupper, inwhichhe cat-thepafchal-lamb, 

he indituted that ordinance now called the Lord*s^ 
. Thefe love-fcads were loundcd on no command 
rid, bur came in by cudom, and by the Jews who- 
e Chri(Han8. Thefe would needs have an appendix 
mtcnance of the Lord's fuppcr ; and in imitation ct 
sosLtiog «iie pa/chal lamb bdox^ \Vvt\iRi\'^'%S\\\^v:.'^. 

Aa 5 ^^v^^i^ 
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1. 

• would b«T£ ft fesd or ftippef of iheir own to prect^fe dii 
LoTd*s AippeE ; aod havings {ttorided it at honie, wiiuld 
r.tt6% bring it to the place where ibe churcb met. To this 
tkkil ati the paov were inriicd at' the chaf^^ of the rich/ 
.- AS ao «xpreflicm of their pcffe^i lovt and Lbafify one to- 
wa.rds mother. But it) this chuith gxtat abt^lts crrpt wj, 
in tluf pri^icc ; the poor Ohfiltiins were neg}c6*e<l »ndf 
ikfpifeii^ The rich d^ ekht r n«t ioiite them, gr M not 
Will for than : Bot the rich haflcd to eai wbai ihey hjuJr 
brpnght with thtm, and tome 0/ them e*it and drunk ^ 
txccf), (0 that ^»^* 'U'i?/ ^it^grjf i^mtker -u^rf/ drunkiti* 
^Jlie apofilc iftf eight an^jnlt this praflice, is tutTimg a fesjft 1 
^\ clurlty into A dehaijch, and oi that wKLh made xhtm \ 
incapable 10 partake of the Lord's fupper. This w*ii \ 
i4:indatmjs irreguiiirlty, :i pcf^^nisg a lacred rrxE^mtioo, 
and cofra|>ring a divine tjftiioance to the bfl dijjree, 
Wh^t ibould have beeo a hotid of mytUiil amity tiA af- 
ftSlon, w^ made an inftmmeiit of dlft^rd and difisni&n*. 

Obfinit 1, thities not done as they ought, aic noi dene 

at all in Chrilt's account. Or a carefefs eating ard 

drinking of the Lord's fupper is as good as naiiej yea uorfe 
thi2o»o eating. So pra^'^rt inay be m^de» yet not made^ 
faciamenta rectif ed, yet not received; ahos gi^eo, }ct ^ 
Frot giver>; beca^afe tkot doiteUi tile ni;uu)et and fotiii re; 
qwired by God. ' ' i 

Ohfirvs 3, A (in cere foi^V muft and will look not oolf* 
to ihe maitei «tthc duiy, but aJfo to the maoncr.of per* 
iorniTng it. J 

(9^/^/»tf 3. It is a heioowcfil ftlr. Gbrifliaiis to Xxpif 
their fellow- Chrittbns with cdntcmpt and mfdence. .jtjSjft 
ci.Ily at th« Lortf't table: Forthc ticOito cfcfptf^ tfte;j«^ \ 
this is a great evtl, ' ' . ■ ; ' . '"?^'\ 

Obfirve.^. T1»at eveti in the apoftdkal add PfM^' : 
tinie;s, great difordcrs and' irrcgularkieshad^cicBt ^^^^j 
chuich ; ftiid tliat Aew is bo church, without ^^.Uti 
impel fe^ ftatc. - ,. , ', 
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aiWe^. He doth not fay, Withdraw from fuch perfons, 
flr they will pollute the ordinance to you. No, if they 
be polluted, it is to ihcmfelfes, and not to others. He 
ea» and drinks damnation to himfelf, Kvery man fhall 
bear his own bunien. Wherefore fays ht. Let a wau 
fxamine himself, not his neighbour. The apoftJe doth 
DOC encourage feparation upon that ground, that there 
were fcandalous. peifons admitted in Corinth, even fome 
drunk about the time of partaking, whTch might be the 
occafion of their divided way of communicatirg. But be 
reproves their divid<?d communicating^ and charges them 
to come together to the Lord's fuppcr, and tarry for one 
mother. He indeed fharply reproves their fcandalous 
pradlice, and te^!s them that it was moil hazardful to 
tfaemfelves to communicate UBWorthily, but fpeaka. of no 
danger to others. He commands thtm to examine them* 
feJves, and fo to eat, bat not to examine their feliow- 
communicants, which certainly he had d»ne,. . if their 
joining with them had made them p^rtaikcrs of their, (la and 
danger. 

Verfe 22* What^ have you not-hovfes to eaf and to drink 
in? or defpife )e the church of God, and JhjfJte th:m 
that have not ? JVkat Jhall Ifiyto you? Jhail I praifi 
)9uinthis? 1 praife you net. 

The apoftlehcre doth condemn !"^:1» thc^buftrs ofthofb 
fiafl?, and alfo their keeping theniin the place where the 
church met. Some underliand the churchy of the houfe 
wherein the church niet,i and call iheir fearing tlrcre, a 
profaning. or unhallOwing the. place fet ap^rt for divine 
worfhip. Others undcrtt.tnd^ it of the people or poor 
members there met. Why. do ye defpife ihcm, by cxdu* 
ding them from your company, becaule of their povcriy ? 
-and lo ye put them \o Ihamc whom God has adopted- and 
- afiimitted in»o his family. This-feait was originally di- 
ii^td for «he pool's relief, and ye exclude them frov it, 

Otft'tve I. The delpifing oi the. poor membeis of- the 
ChiiTrch, isadefpififigcfihcchurchitrc.lt, yea, Ci.riklhe 
t He-il of the ci;urcli ; iis he that ^'lact.eU. ^U^ U^.vl<. vvj^, 
£aja€tli the whole .body, and \\\o \\c;jA voo% . 

A a. .5. O'.l-' 



C 2«1 ) 

Ohfervi T, "With what l«niiy and niildaefa 
lei ruves thcll- .great- .diforders, S/>aU J ^ra 
was ti.e firljLiieie hft h«d told theto «f their fai 
%,i hinendiijeot, and ibtPtfoK doth. i& jt'Btly 
ihiiik this £er iK way Gf reprool had th^ du<^ t, 
no fault 16 t^ixcd in the iecond cpillle tka 
%td in the iirft.. 

Veife 23. /or / Art*^ tcceivtd of tht Lard 
J alio deliver ed ur:t.'oy&u^ *l h.U. the Lord Jej 
jsigki in 'wkich he tias b&fra)t,t, tuekbreiad 
34- And 'when he Uid gijiu t: anks-^ he i 
faid^ Take% eat; tlu ii mj b dy^ *.x>hich ij 
you : tlif do in rentevibram^c rf me, 

- 5' ^P^^ the ja Ike 7hunner ajs he took // 
/e r::d Jupl*:,!, J^'y^'^i 1 his cup u the r.eix). 
?/V bicod : it is do ye^ as ojt ai ye drink, it ^ 
br.iKce o(^7>ie, 

16. t cr as ofica as ye cat this bready at. 

i;u^ yc do f^i'Jj the LorSs death till he cuii 

Alter re^/rLviii^^, iheir u'loiders, be reciUt;e 

}=rimiiive inlliiiiiion, ard ulls then*, how lit 

knovvU-c'ge of it., iuing he was net anH,-.-g t 

the fiili inditution. It. was by rtvcJai.on iroir 

y^liiit he liad mccii&J cf tJ:e Lordy he a/n 

them wi^hotit varying fr<>m ilic truth in the ] 

adding or Uin^inifliirg. As if he had fatd, ' 

•' Icve-f^afls pfCCCG-ing the Lord's (upper, 1 

*• thit;gfrc7H the Lord \ yon have borrow 

•' Jews or Heathens : But all that I rccei 

** Lord corceining the Loid's fuppcr, 1 b 

** you." And indeed h< gives 2 moie parti 

of the inftitirticn than we n)cet with elfewbei 

•I . We havt tJ}e author, of it, the Lord 

Chjcrve, It. is an.a^l of Chilli*? loyal power ; 

as King and lleiid of the church, to inftitai 

'I he thtjrch l*a$ no power 10 appoint fuch 

execute and ?dminiiier what ChTift ;ippoimf 

Cl)r^iV& ordinance, ve $\\cu\d W^t ^ ^^^^\a 

9.od pot jprofanc or nc^left Vi. 
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Te have the tune of the iaditution, tie Jamt- night 
b he nuaj betrciycd; wheo he was entering on- hi* 
eriDgs in die garxien, and gpinj>. aexx day to tha 
a. night much to be. remembered, being the lait 
fore Chriii's deaUi ;. the night wherein he begaa 
r agonies, and iware the bloody fweat foe us ; a. 
jvherein he faw heaven, earth, and hell, efenjjU'r 
c;n, and devils, diawn up in a battJerarray againll 
i wondrous iniUnce of his love,, in (pending fo' 
f that little time he had in the woild^ (when he 
to have more need to mindhimfelf), in fcttliog an 
:e for die cunfiimation and coniulation of liis peo« 
the end of the worlds Whatever come of hinjftlf^ 

le mull not be iorgot.- O/fcrve, from the time 

nltitution, the night before, his fuiferiog, That it ia 
iclTary when lu&rlngs are approaching, to have 
: to the Lord's table, which afibids both an antr* 
dinii f^ar,. and a reiioratlve and cordial to fahh, 
ore Chrifl, for. our example, commuoicated with 
pits the night before he fuffered,. 
\'c have the facramental elements, or the memo* 
ignificative, and inflrudlive Ggns, bread and /win/. 
he things (ignified diereby, the bady and blood of 
his body broke and blocd flked^ together with all 
efits which flow from hii death and laciifice. 
ve I . There ia no traniubftantiaiion, as the Pa- 
Juidly imagine. Why ^ Paul calls that which is 
-ead live times over in this. pafTage, and even after 
e Papilh caiiconfecration. A plain argument that 
>ilie knew nothing of their nionftroua do£krine« 
iiakcs the bread, by the words of coofecration, to be 
i into the ijibltance ot Chiif^a body, only xhc.ac- 
of bread remaining ; which afl(^onts and dcftroy^ 
ire of a lacrament, and gives the lie to our fe&fes. 
lied iiis body, becaule it\^as a Cgn and a reprcfenr 
if It. not his leal body to be fure ; for then it would 
that Chrift eat his. own body while alive, and that 
:iples did the fame ; yea that they devoured that 
FCT oi^ht which hun^QQ \]L^ c\^\i tk!^>& m^^^v^T^^ 
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a thoufaod fuch like aUardities. But wbetlier tl 

i(h will or not, 'they mdfl actmit of a figaritiTe expre 

in this pafTage : For uhen Chirift fays, Tbiw €up h4i 

V tiiffamtnt tn ffiy hlood; they itauft hietn that which w: 

ciic cup, and not the veflel that held it ; and thii it t( 

jir.«Fy facramental dialect, 'concerniog drctimcifioo ai 

e. pH (Tover Circamcifion is called GocTs covenant^ Co 

?ii. 1 8. /. e. the fign of it. Alfo the lamb is called t 

aj'.ver^ Exod. xii. 1 1 . /. e. the (ignof it* -Tis tn 

he Heathens hid it t6 the charge of the primitive Gbi 

lians, that they eat hinnan fltfh ; but fiddly, as appea 

by the apology made for the ptimiiive Cl^ridians, by Te 

tuUian and others; which apology had been falft, bi 

they daily eaten the fltfh of Chrid in the facrament. 

hatii been always reckoned a moU detefVable thing to e 

human fljlh, and much more is it to eatthe-God we wo 

ihip, and devour hini whom we pfvtend to adore< 

Ohferve 2. That both breaJ aiwi cup are ufed togethe 
which flicws the unwarranmhle uf«ir patron of the Papi/b i 
depriving the laity of the cup. It is diieftiy conirary ' 
Chrift's inlliiution ; for our baviour, (as it were), forefeeii 
the i'^apifts encroachment in this mrittcr, is nrure expi« 
in his inJMnftion concerning il»e cup than the bread) in the 
words, M^ith, xxvi. 27. Drink ye all cf it; and the 
obedience is recorded of the cup, and not of the brca 
Mark xvi. 27. .'Ind ikey all drank of it. Now, why 
Ghiif^ fo exprefs in this? Surely it was, becanle he fo- 
faw, in the aftf r-ages, chis cjidinance would be difraemb 
cJ, by the prohibition ot the cup to the laity, and that 
the Popith codncils and canons, with an exprefs non 
Jlantc to the commarrd of Chriil. 

1;. \Vc have the' 1 acrain,;ntal afbions, both on ike 
nifter's and proplfs p.itt 

For the Jjrfi; Our Lord took the bread, he bleff 
he brake it, he pave it to hrs difciplts. i. The / 
of bread fignifi-.s G.>-^*8 cnufiop. lltting apart, ji^ul ap 
iigChnd to be a fCiroty and Sacrifice, and laying i 
tic Snn of his people . 2: 'Vw^ ble^pn^ H^nA\^''. Vx^ 
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It difcbarge of his mediatory ofTiceSy and for anrwer- 
is peoples exigencies. 3. The breaking (ignifies aU 
b*s breakings, bruli^ngs, and woundings, both in loui 
>ody, which were for out fins, in order to fatisfy di* 
uUice, and procure, falv a tion for us. 4. TYit giving 
ies his offt^ring, giving, and a^uaHy beftowing .hrilt 
11 his bene^ts on us. There is no promife referved^ 
elBogs excepted or ktpt back; all is theiis. 
/>'y The actions on ttie communicants part are to takei 
ty and drink- in remembrance of ChriiK 
lefl. Wh^t it nwant by taking thij bread ? ■^nf, Jt.is 
cccpting of ChriA as he is ofFered to- us, a receiving the 
nient, approving of it, conreniing to it, coming up to 
^rms on which the benefit is propoftd to us. It is aa 
•ling of Chrift's grace, and fubnitting to his govern* 
Believing on Chrift is exprcfled by taking or re* 
ag ot hin^. Well then, when we are bid take thii 
\y we are bid take Chiifl* and all the benefits of his 
iafe ; and that fincerely and hoiiefl]y» without drifimur 
1; entirely, fully, and without exception; with clofe 
)atticular appitCdtioD, faying, my Lord ^ andiny Cod; 
thankfulnels and praife for fnch a glorions furety, fuch 
> pui chafe, fuch a' free cotenantj and fuch fuitable 
ifes ;- with humility and felf-denial, renooncing all 
ience in our own preparati^ris or qualifications of a- 
rt, faying. In tht Lord only bAVje / righteovfnefs 
'}rength : and with full aiiiirance of faith looking on . 
read, as the Lord's feal and pledge of our intereCTin, 
itle to the bleffincs of the covenant; and as a token 
Chfiil that his body was broken for ns ; believing 
Chrift and all the bleffings of the covannnt are here* 
given to us, as really as Chrtlt gi^es the bread into . 
lands. 

ueji, Wh-jii is mt^inx by eating t bis bread ? Anf. It 
ies our feeding by faith upon Chrifl and hiy benefit»i 
h is done by our believing the report concerning Chrifl: 
liis purchafe, and making a particular application of 
\ and his benefits untoouf fbuls^ and their vaiious ne« 
ts dad exigences. And ^a\uc\Aw\^ ^v^ wsw^^"^"*:* 
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fiet» I. Our anion with Chrift. 3. Our (ati 
complsiccDCj in bim 3. Our receiving ftrength 
of grace from Chrift. 4. Our taking iDfeftineoi 
don of Chrift arid his parcbafe as our inheriuc 
ceiving ibis outward fign at a pledge of the wb 

As to the words concerning the cup, 7lh ct 
Ujiament in my bloQdt Jhcd fcr f^^fOj f^'' ^ 
tfjim ; it is a figaraiive fpecch, (ignifyiog tb 
in the cup, as reprefenting the (heddiog of CI 
is a fign and feal xA Cbrift's tcilaroent or coven: 

confirmed by his blood. From which we n 

I . That every worthy coromnnicant doth hen 
of Chrid's teflament put into his hands, with 
cies«nd'b!efl]ngs it contains, fuch as pardon o 
with God, wifdom, righteoufnefs, fardbficatii 
tion, grace and glory. Which Teftament if \ 
o^t and acquicTce in the methcd of falvation qoi 
and can prove our relation to the tcflator by f 
generation, we are children and heirs, and ha 

eft therein. Ohferve 2. What it was tha 

the new Teftament to us, even Chrid's blood 
ver a line we read or hear of the New TefUff 
iliould mind the blood of Chrid, Had it not 
blood of Cbrifl we had never had the New 
written ; and had it not been for the New Te 
had never known the meaning of Chrid's blood 

6. We have the ends of the inftiiut-icn, i. 
the remembrance of Ckriji: Chrift knew 1 
bafe hearts would be to forget him amidil a th 
(ibie objeds as we here eonvcrfe with ; and ho 
forgetfulnefs of Chi ill would be to oar prej'j< 
advantage : and therefore be appoints this a 
biing Chrift his death and love to our bcJievin 
ate, and thankful remembrance. 2. To Jhe^ 
aeath^ i. c, todecldre, publifli and proclaim it 
barely, in remen)briince of Chrift, of what I 
and (uflercd, but alfo to celebrate, publiih, and 
^J ori I /u i condefcenfion, h\% lov^ ^itvd i%.vout to 
\Vc dtclArQ biz death to be ou\ \\?t, ^^^ x\«.^\ 
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forts and hopes. We glory in his atonement and facrifice, 
aod (pread it before God as oar only ranforq. We fee it 
in the view of our faith for our qaickeeing and comfort. 
We own it before the world, as the only grou6d. of our 
iope ; and that we are difciples of a crucified Chrifl, 
who truA in him alone for falvation and acceptance with 
God. 

7. We have a mandate or charge given for the cclebra* 
lion of t'^'s ordinance* and for doing it frequently. Our 
Lord*s command is twice repeated for fecurity, This do^ 
^Ais do ye. It was our Lord's will that we (hould cele- 
brate the memorial of his death and pafTioo. It is the will 
»f our fofcreigo Lord and lawgiver, the exprefs command 
•f a Saviour, yea of a dying Saviour. — A command of 
)ve ; and it is fuch a command, as if we duly obferve it« 
ill be a bleffed means to enable us to obferve all the 
smmandf of God the better. It is fuch a command, as 
'hofoever lives in the wilful negle^ of it, cannot be called 
ChrifUap, but will be treated by Chrift at Ihe great day 
I an «nefflyy and defpifer of his dying love. Wherefore 

is our duty not only to communicate and partake of this 
rdinance, bin we mufl do it often. We cannot main- 
lin bodily health and ({rength without frequent meals, fo 
either can we maintain foul health and (Irength without 
lis fpiritual diet frequently taken and received. The 
adent churches celebrated this ordinance every Lord's 
%y. Let us be thankful that we have this fpiritual meal 
lore frequently tendered to tis than formerly. O for 
larpened appetites for our food ! 

8 We have the perpetuity of the ordinance. It is to 
e celebrated //'// the Lord come the fecond time, without 
n, for the falvation of them that belitve, and to judge 
le world. — Obferve 1. That the Lord's fupperisnota 
^mporary, but a (landing and perpetual ordinance. 2. 
."hat there is no need of lacraments in heaven ; for Chrifl 

t there bodily prcfent Faith is then changed into vi- 

on, and hope into fruition. Here we hold coromnnion 
fiih him by figns and fyrabols*, but ^tb^^'qt, Ni^ >*K\^«. 
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him as he is, . and enjoy hin perfedly . The day tha 
break, and all the fh^dows w41 flee away. 

Veifc 27. IVherefare^ ivbrfoever/hail eat thu h 
and drink this ctip of the Lord unnuortbily^ Jhi 
gu ilty of the body and blood of the Lord, 

28. But let a man examine bimfelf and filet Hi 
of thttt breads and drink of that €up. 

29 For /'tf that eateth and drinketh unnvortbily, 
eth and drinketh damnation to himfeif not d'Jce\ 
the Lord's hody^ 

The apoflle having declared - the ori^nal infiirati 
the Lord s fupp r ; he Cumcs now to inArndt the Cor 
ans :n. tKe right ufc of it, and to beware of proficifl, 
abiiling this ordinance, as they had done. 

Ohfcr'jc \. The fin v(^ich he warns them of, 
Eat nig (ind drinking un*worthily. ^^ejl. What is 
Arf It is not . weak faith, or weaknefs in knowled] 
wupt ' f perfed holincfs or freedom from fin, that wij 
nominate a perlbn an unworthy receiver ; for this ordii 
was no» in'Htutedfor angels, but for men who are it 
fcdV and finful : Hut it is to come ignorant, withou 
pi cnn ration, without faith, without repentance, fcl 
niiiMnon ; without refolution againd (in, and witbc 
conciliation to God, or to our neighbour. 

Gbfrve 2 Tht guilt and beinoufnefs of this fin; 
are g' ilty of the body and blood of the Lord^ 1. e* I 
acceifion to the guilt of (bedding the innocent blood 
Lord and Saviour Jefus ChrifL — —It is an implic 

probation of the Jews a6t in crucifying Chrift. 

tranipling Ch rill *s blood under our feet. !t is 

cifying Chrift afre(h. and harbouiing the traitors aw 
mies of Chrift in our bofom. 

Ohfrve 3. The danger. of it, eating and drinking 
nation to ourfelves ; i, r. They provoke God to infli 
judgments on them ; temporal and fpiritual judgment 
ard fterral judgments hereafter. — Tlie meaning 
that this (in is unpardonable^ but that it defcrves i 
tion, and will bring \t oi\, vj\\.Vvo\i.x. x^^^t^x^tv^r^ -wd 
^<itbe blood of Chiiill tot d^;!k.t&^'^. 'f^\^^N ^\i 
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unredamnina^^aadthefeforsfuohaheinouifin, as pro- 
ihis holy ordinance, mall furcly be fo. But timorous 
irfulbeiieveTflftiould not be difco«rag€5d .from atitnd- 
is holy ordinance by the found of this word, as if 
louod upon themfelves the fentence of damnation, by 
g to the Lord's tabl'2 unprepared. For hearing and 
g unworthily incurs damnation, as well as communica- 
aworthily. But this Cm, as well as others, leaves rooai 
rgivefefs upon repentance. 

i'rwtf.4. That unworthy refaeivisn of the Lord's fup- 
o contFiift great guilt, and incur great d«nger to 
elves. And therefore they fl\ould be much concern* 
gu^rd .agaiott. this heinous. aud dangerous, finv and 
ith the Pfal:uift, Lord ddiver us from bloodmguilti' 

Cirve 5. It is onljs judgmeot t^ibiniielf, it is uot to 
ef that receives, with him. 'i*'or if a wicked man's 
ice at iho facraxntnt (bould poJIiitisf itho ordinance to 
thy receiver ; then Cbciil aad im eleven apoflles were 
i by the company of Judas at.the paflbver, at \vhich 
rt<tinly was, andv as many think, at the Lord's Sup* 
io.x Which is abfurd. 

s have in verfe 26. the duty required for prevent- 

le iin '«ind danger of uovv/orthy comflpanicating, and 

J the great and nectflary duty oi felf- examination. 

is a mctiiphor taken fiom goldfmithii^ :wUo try the 

of their gold by the toudilFone^ the parity of their 

)y the fire, and the- weight cf it by the fcljc. We 

here, i. The perfon examining, Let n man exa* 

2, The perfon examined, it 19 him/el/; he is to 

irofelfto the bar of confcience, andpur qucttioDS to 

If, I . Concerciog his (latCj whether he has a right 

me or not. 2. His Hns and (hortcomings. 3. His 

and ncccflities. 4. His ends and deGgns; whether 

to obey the charge of, his dying Sajrioiir, to.ftiew 

his death, renew and feal his covenant with God, get 

L'(s and communion with him, nourilhment to his foul, 

t-rpiy to hi^ Wants.' Aiwi 5 . CotkCfc\vA^^\vv& ^vx.^ 

laliScaiions, paiiicdav\^ as fo ktioyiV^^^Q v^^^"^^^ '^^^ 
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pcDtince^ fear, Jorc, tbankfuloefi, holy 
obedience. 

Olferve f . It is not enouph that a mi 
before partaking. We mud exafnioe < 
only can try our own hearts and ihooghu, 
cannot. 

Obferve 2. Oar main concern before ] 
ourfelves. — ■ It is rot about cxamini 
bout examining ourfelves that we are to 
is not what he or (he is that is to comn 
bat what I am m^'Telf. 

Ohferve 3. Jt (hould therefore be our 
Ibre communicating, to examine ourfelve 
with our own hearts, as to our right to, \ 
Lord*s table. 

We have in verfe 29, the true ca 
commuDicating, tiot difcernirg the Li 
not making a di(tin6tion between this br 
bread ; betwixt the Lord's body and th 
man ;— not prizing nor cftecming the b 
Jefus, as the mcriiofious ground of out ji 

Verfe 30. For this caufe mary arenx. 
fKong yoUy and many fieep. 

Some were puti^ed with ficknefs ai 
fome with death, for their irreverence 
the Lord*s table. 

Ohferve 1. That carcleTs and irrc 
brings on temporal judgments, as well s 
ternal. 

Ohferve 2. That God may punifh hit 
temporal judgments : For fcverals of t 
were in a (late of favour with God, as 
^oxAfleept the death of the wicked b 
Vtfttp in any place of fcripture ; and fri 
.tl^Tt C^f^fiened of the Lord, that xh(iy \ 
demned \^^'^^^ *^^ nuorld. Now, divine c 
ofdifwclC^^* , t. r c 
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od's difpleafure and the infli^on of teoiporai judgments 
ireio ihis life, if he do aoc by a<5lual preparations fan^U* 

the name of God in the ddty and ordioances of hit 
)iftiip. 

Ohftrve 4^ That God punifhes his people now to pre- 
at their eternal \Kpc. 

Verfc gl. For if *wc '*vj»uU judge ottrfehcs^ w* 
fuld not be judged. 

IfwewoaKi examine, try, cenfure and fentenc^ our- 
res, and fo come to the Lord's table, we would efcape 
i caftigatory puni(hment, and condemnatory fenteoc: 
God. — Ohferve i. That as it is our duly often to cx- 
ine and j jdge ourfeltes, fo felf- judging will prefer ire u:> 
»rn the condemnation and judgment of God. 2. That 
fe who through weaknefs of underftanding are not ca- 
>le to examine tbemfeUes, ate by no means fit to par- 
:e of this ordinance. 
Vcrfe 32. Bui nuben ive arejud^ed^ tvc are cbaflened 

the Lordy that lue Jhould not be condemned wth the 
wld. 
The nature of tkefe judgments, or afiil^ive erils, which 

befal the children of God in this life, they are chaT* 
lings ; 'we are chajiened of the Lord, To be chaflen- 

has a double afpedt ; iirfl upon oar prifilege, it der 
tes our relation as children to God our Father. Chaf- 
lings are a part of his childrens portion ; y^ in that 
; are chatkned, it taxes us with weaknefs : We are 
>li(h and unruly, and thereftre fo long as we are here. 
i(( always go with ;& rod at our back. Chrift, who was 
b a fon, was chaftened ; The chaftifement of our peace 
ts upon him: but bis were judiciary chaftifemcnts, 
t as a child, but as an enemy, a malefactor, in our 
ad. Ohferve^ The merciful dedgn of God in chaftening 
( children, is to prerent their conderanatioa. When 
•refore at any time we are under chadifement, let u^ 
Hfy God, and condemn ourfelves, feeing his chaltifcmeatu 
> dedgned to prevent our condemnation. 
Vcrfes 33, 34. Ifherefore^ my brethren^ nvben ye cow: 
'ether to eat^ tarry one for antitkcr. And. if awj wan 
Bb 2 buTv^cT, 
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i'ur.gtr, I.'t rim cat .7/ ho7Ke ; tLit ye come ttei , 
?..;/; c'iH:L'i!*t,U:ofi, Jt:d the rcfi iviil J fet it 

Tiie apofilc clofcs 2II wiili a cauiicn to bewai 
irregularities ihey had been guiliy of, and to re<fl!l 
that ihey com^ p; t lopoihcr to ccnd. mn^tion — 0\ 
That our holy c^uijcs. .t!iroiif»h o«r own abu-fj, m; 
matter of c(nd:nipat= on. ChriHians may keep S 
hear (ermons, peiforni prayers, attend facrame 
only aagraviiie tiuir f;uilt, aad bring oiv a heafi 
oa thcn.Idvts. — Ob/trvd 2. Wc have great Dee< 
that we co.Di: to God in due order. 

Laltly, he tells them, that as to che other \ 
charch order, he would determine rhtm, when I 
•aniong them : 7Vv rsji niJ/i I fet in order nvhen 
Such unchriiii<<n dlfoi Jcrs may arife in the church, 
icquire the prei.ncc nnd coming of ao apoilie t4 
and rcfoim them. 



PREPARATION SERA; 

before the Sacrament. 



Jofliin ",'1 5. SancJifv yciir/t'vi's, for to-mor 
Lo) d uiH ilo \icnders iv}i'u'ig you, 

rN ti)is chi'pter we huvc the hiilory of Jfratl 
tijr')Uj]h Jt»rdin to Canaan ; ard a vety m< 
hluory it is ; for I.^Pj- a»icr ihcy sre bid 10 r 
vvhiti (joil did for ir.cr.i bci.veen Shliiim and C/d),> 
vl. 5. truit iKcy iHii\ hirj^ii} thf nghti,cujit:is r.f tt 
Shitti.ii WdS the place whtre ihcy dec^niped, %n 
whcrs they Rtxt pi chcd. bt-c Joftiua iii. i. < 
v,'iih Jofh'ja iv. 19, He orJcrs ihem lo match 
nVer-hd^ whtre ihe^ came jrvdlud^^t-d, ihc' ibey 
proyfdud o/. meatus to ^-aVs a\o vVx a^^\u^r4 Niio:^ 
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/ h*a J neither boats nor bridges, yet" they g^ for^vard 
'aith, truiHng God*s pow.r and pro nile. It \^ai told 
n, Jofhua i; ii. that they HujulJ pafs it. \Vc muft 
an in the way of our duty, though vvc fijrifec diflicul- 
, truftin-* God to help U3 tli.-oujjh th-^m when we come 

henr. ^^The people are directed to follow the ark, 

. 3. when borne by the priclts and Levites, to teach us 
*dy to attend ordinances, if we would have the marks 
jodVtavour and (pecial prefence. 
n ihi' text we have two things ; i . A CJ.iimand ; ii, 
.fons given for it* 

\8 to the fi.'fl, Saftfit/y y^urfehes. Tl.-e wotd/z«f7/" 
has diveis acceptations in fcripture. Sometimes it is 
lied to God ; ' we are comrmniel to fannify the Lord\ 
. to ihln-k and fj:cak rcvc , -ly uf him, or humbly to • 
rlhip him; At other tiniti. .xc are commanded \o fins 
i Gurjhlve'y and then it imports feveral thing's : 1. Oui* 
.»r«ing or feiting ouifclves apiirt to foaie huly iife. 2. 
r cir{i!nli.}g OMrfelves from ail ceremonial pollution. 3. 
r preparing ourfelves for fomc folemn or facred aclion, 
the ufe of iome facred rites, or ceremonies, fuch as le- 
walhifig, . €^r. ■ 4. (■ ir putting ourfelres in a fuitable - 
me for attending on God's worfhip. 5. Our puiifying 
felvcs inwardly from fin, and adorning ourfelves witk 
linefs. 1 might cite foripturc fyr all the fignificaiions of 
; word, as Exod, xix, 22. jofhua vii. 13. 1 Cor. xv. 
. 2 Chroi). V. u. xxix. 5. xxx. 3. i:c.. I fhall ta';e 
here as corapffefeendin* f-mething of ail thefe fenfes, 
.-ci-illy the p«tlples picp.iring ihcmlelves to attend the 
;, and the difcovcti'ig o\ God's power, glory, and good^ 
Ts, with a fuitttblc.forrow and awful frame of ipirit, be- 
ing fuch a grcit occa'.lon. 

II. We have the re^fois for it. For t^-vjorroiu the Lord 
Ui do ivonffers a»^o:gpu» See how magnificently hc 
:aks of God's works, ho c-^Ils them wonders; and in- 
ed thcfe were fo, ih- dividing of the waters of Jordan, 
d making them to (land upon a heap, at^d then to run - 
ck,. turning flui:! into fo!I Js, and caufinn; ib.^ IC^^-ilv^cj^- 
w&lk ilio,\2,h xh^ rapid nvcr.M^ou^^xiL vxt>j <^vVi>^^« ^^ 
j3 b A "^^ 




th*:r« «rc^ jrttt J^onitr^ «f God's pover and £Qi 
wudi Ui*^L * Nov. tap Jdhsa, Hacc Cod is, 
grtc you fodi otKSPiojnoa mil»tecs of hb paver ^ 
JmnHify ftmrftf^fti^ cofifpofe jo4ir Binds bf rw 
. ptvjtt wad ^bQraaedneft ff em the world, that f 
k oJe for a ca^^frul and rtltgi^os obftrratioo ol 
dctfal wotkf « and lo recrive if;c drfcoTery of k 
afid the commaraeauciQS of hit |oodnefs, that C 
|ire Cod alt the gU ry, and take to yourfetra tin 

rf his wC'i*'fOus work* and gr^cfoos app^araoccf,; 
D^/lr/sf, When God is about to make woo4 
cOTcnes of his glorj and goodcMf^ lo hh people* i 
w^iboikld make folemii prcparatiafi for obfcrvinj^ aiut 
^4>f the fame. For corfi iraiion whereof, fee Ei 
lo» 1 1. Attd tbe Lord /aid •«/« Mofn^ 0§i 
ficpfff and fanOify llem io-da^ andt^motrpo 
let then nvaflj tktlt chatbs ; ttnd h§ ready agm 
third day : for the third day ike Lord nviil cmm i 
thfjtghi ofali the people^ upon mount SinaL € 
'W'hen Cod fets trylt with a peo^, cbey ilMmW 
themfclres to attend him, i Sam. xvi 4, $• And. 
did that nxhieh the Lord f pake ^ and came t0 Beii 
and the eldors of the totvn trembifd at hit cottth 
/aid, Comeft thou peaceably f And he fay d^ Pern 
1 am come tofacrifae unto the Lord : San/iiJjyH 
a?id come nt^ith me to ihefacrifice. 

IVIethod, L When it is that the Lord n^to fi» 
derfui difcove'ries of.himfelf to his people. -^ 

II. \A herrin the preparation for waittog am ^ 
der- working God doih lie. 

III. The properfttrs of this prcparttiom . 

IV. Thf' ncceifity of it. 

V. And lafUy, 1 fhad make appScatioa. 

1. As to the firfl head, When it is that the Loi!i 

glorious and wondrous difcoverlet of himfelfto^l^ 

I. When, notwith/bnding of grievoas fint Vfl^ 

cations, he averts ^threatened and impending j|;i(| 

9n4 comes to them m a way kS. rawcj v « ^h«»lii 

ivas fMiabt aod Ibarciiyt te Sttjipx Iwmr^>^ W 
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plenty of bread ; when he threatens the noKbme peftrlence, 
he reinovet it ar d fends health ; wheo he threatens a bloo- 
dy fword, he (heaths it up, and fends peace and fafety. 

3. When he is pkafcd to quell the chorch's enemies 
and perfecutorsy to deliver his people from their oppreifi9ns» 
and give them the freedom of their aHemblieSt and of ob» 
lerfing God's inftitutions in parity. 

3* When he pours out a fptrit of reforroatton on all ranks 
and degrees, fo that people generally turn to the Lord» 
prize ordinances, prayer, family- worihip, and appear a- 
gainft vice. 

4. When God pours out His Spirit on the afTemblies of 
hii people, fo that the preaching of the gofpel is attended 
vith life, power, and foccefs, to the mektng of hearts, and 
Don? erting foub* 

5 . When he difco? ers a Redeemer to a loft finking foul; 
when a poor lelf-condemned (inner, that was at his wit's 
:nd, gets a fight of the poffibility of fair atioa through the 
atisfa^Hon of Chrift. 

6. When he fcts forth Chriftxrucified before our eyes m 
;he facrament; when he di(iplays therein the wifdonn 
nftice, love, and goodnefs of God to finners, in a moft 
ively manner. 

7. When he retams and makes hb people's (ky break 
ifter a long night of defertion ; when he makes light to a« 
ife and (hine to them that were in darkne(s. and opens the 
bor of his piefeoce-chamber^ 

8. W^hen he gives them the vidlory over Satan's temp^ 
ations and aflaahs, after long i\iiferings and eonflids, and 
peaks to them as to Pant, 2 Cor. xii. 9. My grace isfuffi* 
tent for thee s for mjiftrengih h made perfeSi in naeah' 
lefj. 

9. When he meets with them to ordinances, loofes their 
londs, frees theA from their ftraitnings in duty, and en^* 
arges their hearts in prayer, and enahhs them to pour 
brth their :omplaints and requeds before the Lord. 

10. When he comes with a return to their prayers ; 
iaiticu!arly, i. By lifting en them the light of his coMOte* 
tacc.; or, a. B] giving ihtm a V\fi!^ ^l xi&vt w^^^asx-'^^* 



12. When he coir.es and gives the foul a 
▼ery of ihe holinefs and purity of Cod, in i 
liiw and his works, as he did to Job^makin 
/joid J am viie ; and to Ifaiiih, IVo is me ^ fit 
htcavfe 1 ajn a man if unclean Ups^ 

13. When he gives a glorious difcpvci 
nefs and mercy of God, particularly in dicfi 
The glorious contrivance of our redeiuptio 
Chfirt to favt U0. 2. In pa rdonini^ guilty i 
crimes, and making thtm ciy» as Mica-h vli, 
Cod like unto t Lee y tkat pirddneth iriipett 
by the tranfgregion of tke remnant of til 
tetaineth not his anff.erfst ever, hicaufe h\ 
mercy, 3. In taking rebellious traiti.rs- a 
Gcd, to be cinidren of Gc-d, and favooritcs 
]i> exalting fhcm above argils tbat^iever Ox 
tiding gioiious' maofions for them. 

14. Wl.<n he comes in the ordirvances, 
llie dead and lanjiuifhing graces of his pe 
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^ Jef atea the heart for nraife, aod enables the foul for e?er 
ducy.' 

• 41.- As to the recond head. Wherein this prepsrration am 

' iaodlifying of the heart, for waiting on God in ordtnancei 

doth lie. Fitfl^ It fuppofes, i. That we are naturuU 

- anfit and unprepared for approaching to God. 2. U fop 
fofist a work of Ood^^grace and Spfrk on the heart; b 
only fits the foul for fpiritual things. // is God thft 
no^fhti in us both to m:ili and to do ofhU good pieafuri 
. :Tb€ preparation of the heart in iHan^ and the anfwef ^ 
the tongue is from the Lordy Pror. xvi. i. 
'. Secondly y It diredly imports thefe thing*: r'. Th 
fotti's bemg in. a gracious Rate, traiiHated from nature ts 

I. grace by the Spirit of God, and that the foul is reeonctkf 
^ ttbf God by the blodd of Chrift, and a work of fabdlifica 
'f \i&Qfi begun : Without this we catraot be atoept^^ 
f 2. Ic Kes in bringing our hearts with us, and eoga^ti) 
V ft]l thi^ powers and fatuhres of ot»r fouls to attend God in dv 
K'ty* Pfa^m lxxxvi« 1 1 , Unite my ijenrt to fear thy Hame 
■ iliid, Pfalm cxix. 10. IVith.my whoie heatt havtlfongk 

3. It lies in our having right thoughts and uptakings o 
^ that gracious God whom we approach to : r . That wi 

beliere that.God is» and is a rewarder of them that dili 
jgent}y feck him. 2. That he is tDComprehennbly grea 
and glorious, fills the heavens and the eanh with his pre- 
(ence, afnd th»t great fear and reverence is due to him. g 
That he is glorious in holinds, and of purer eyes thau tha 
he can behold iniquity. 4. Thj*t he is fpoilefs in jufticc 
and will by no means clear the guilty, $. That he i; 
omnipotent in power, for protc^inghis people, and defttoy' 
ing his enemies. 6. That he is niatchlcfs in clemency ani 
nittrcy, cafy.to be intreated, and re.4dy to forgive througl 
Onx\{\, 7. That her is faithful, and keeps covenant foi 
ever. 

4. il-'iie^ in lia^ng humble and low thoughts of oop 
fclves, as unwt)rihy to approach to God, or receive an] 
token of his favour. The foul that is fandified and prepa: 
red for approaching to God, h;tth a. dee^ feofe of formei 



about eartbly thing. 3. Unbeliet and doubtiDgf 
ingthe truths of God. 4. Malice and reyeoge. 5. 
wandering thoughts, and feck to have our heai 
rfaim liri. 

6. It lies 10 our retirednefs and abdradedneft 
world and earthly thoughts. In the temple» foi 
iefli as was ufed there for the faciifice. not cm 
fees ftirriog ; which teacbeth us to dri?e away tl 
worldly thoughts in God's prefence, that they do 
or corrupt the facrifice» as that grief ous fwarm oi 
erery thing in the land of Egypt, Exod. viii. 34 
Abraham, when he went to approach God and dc 
on mount Moriah, Gen. xxii. 4, 5. When kefam 
afar QJff he f aid to his y9ung men^ Abide you I 
theafr^ dad I and the lad nuill go yonder and 
He knew that if they had j;one along with him, tfa 
fo diftradl him with their clamour, that he could 
facrifice with that freedom and tranquillity of fpii 
iite. 

7. It lies IB examining the principlea from whicY 
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e for coBverfe with God; as, i . Id a hnmUe and felf* 
td frame. 2. In a fpiritual aad heavenly frame. 3 . In 
ed and ilajred frame, calling in all ftraying and wan- 
ig thoughts, breathing out that prayer, Pial. Ixxxri. 
4. in a loving and aflo^nate frame ; for God it love» 
love is the cement between God and the foul in duty# 
n a cauitioas and watching frame ; guarding always a- 
\ every thing that may oreep in, to indifpofe you fw* 
nunion with God, and mar your accefs to him. 6. In 
Etive and lively frame ; all the fpices (hould flow outt 
)e graces fhould be in exercife. 

it lies in wakening Our fouls w!.'ch are naturally dull 
drowfy, to a^ivity and livelinefs in duty, as David 

Ivii. 8. Awaie up my glorj^ awake pfaliery and 
'; 1 myfeifnoill anvah early. Pfal. dii* i. Blcfs the -« 
iy my fetd; and all that is nuithin me blefi his ho' 
ante. Be Airred up all that is within me ; there muft 
Airring up our fouls to take hold of God, If. Ixiv. 7. 
fbnh your ipiritual ftrength to the utmofl ; pray withT 
Doft fervent importunity ; pcaife with fpiritual elevatioo 
;art ; love God with the moft fublime affedions, and 
II in foroe proportion to the greatnefs of that God with 
m you have to do, as Pfal. d. 2. Prai/e him accord' 
to his excellent greainefs. 

>• It lies in our eameft prayers to God to fim^ly us ; 
ve muft put it back on htm, and pray for the faiWEIify- 
nfluencesof hisfpirit, for the fubduine of fin, quicken- 
;race, and perfefling holinefi in the Kar of God. 
I. As to the third head, The propeities of thb prepa- 
n. I. It muft be timeous preparation. The Jews 

time to prepare for approachrog God in the pafTover, 
bad the Lamb foor days before in their houfes, tied 
heir bed pods, that hearing oonftantly iu blenting, 
might look back to Egypt, and remember the fbrrowt 
bondage they endured there, and be thankful for their 
mption ; and efpedally for their ddiverance from the 
-oytog angd that nig^t he pafled over thdr houfet, 
h were fprzokled with the b\ood tA >^\axs^\ "vasJ^ 
hej might look forward 10 \Vv^ ^tSSaSft^ ^t^^^"**^' 
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'^ bcT \\}/t iiiitcr 9go«!e& 2fid rL&riogt he was to «n(krt k\ 
their fins* 

a« Inw^fii ^f€|iarac»oii. It mufi: lie natrJy in tW 
htiTC ; a gnav« <ieei nt carnage if ueed^ iodce^ baiJ 
Cod lofrks to mm^ tlioa ibe ounnud ^pp^raacej etec m 
Ac hf^rt. ' 

Godr before wl)oai « II iJiiqgs are iialed apd bare. Sv 
to hftre (jnglecr-df And aixta, la glorify God, wid obey 

4. Diligetii prcpa^^^tJOOj not deoiipg wkb a. il»<^H;ip4t 
lytit sppiyifig your io «!i iwith tbc ^reaicli s^iiTity ttit^ 
work in hand* WtevtAp that ydir faJfadoo dcpeodi en it. 

|. HuniKtc ;u>d kJf deoicd pi^paratLon, trufttng iq luH 
tiling in yonrftth'c&H, \i*lx id Chfill ; depeiidicg 00 God th4 
he would ik and prepare joor beattSy aod aooept gnqpoif 
for Chrift'i faikc. - . 

6. Uoif^rlal prtparaiiottT Be miiidfbl •£ all ibfrfMl 
ef it, efpecially of cjcamioiDg youriielTe^ wkfa ifllprtfrrt 
yoi>r (late, your fine, your wants* yo«r Jcocniifedgd^ fiiii^' 
Kpentancc, love, - and oeir cbcdicacc. : . . v -vi t'vt^'' 

IV. As to the foot th head. The iMOC^lfitj of this fm|iii 
rat!oB : i . Becauie of xb^ falifcttdt, Aiggi{£«d(t^«»A. Jbf 
ceitfulnefs of onr hearts ; they iofe to wander fii«K£fii 
and Ire bent ta ^ackflide 10 ^xAy^ as tbo ^^ifiit vm^iipi 
Ecclef. X. fo. Jf tihp irjtn.be Jbktxt; and tf^idaamtamM 
the edge, ttten mufi be put tanatfif firengtb^ LahoarHi 
heat ihe iron, feeiog a bloot iroii,. ,x£ lidt, jwili pifnc ; Vfpi 
eafilytbaii a ftiarper^ if x^oldw Waam ydar licMta ^ritk. 
love and fuffatiiigsof C^rift« ..» : .; . i/ i« .1 .q 

2. Becatff«.itJts>ihe hcaftf^od -mainly^; f^lMja< 
^rdv. xxiii. u&,-Myfingiwg'i»ietbineji9aiUj:.btik] 
fjbfeph coiusermtig Btjaniia, E^cept.jfom 4bvMif^'ki 
^9u, 1 ^iii not foihyoitr fac^. if tbt iieart^be QDt,r 
to him, there can be no acceptance. - .. :* 
^'3: Becaufet^odis^KreU-pIeaf^ wtib'^fcem jAtet 
US with ^b^faphat^. % Q^x&ol.^xu. ^<Ntvi^i 
arepocd thiwh f&uh^wtht^ *b«i ^h^u.^ajL % 
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?k Cod, And he is highly difpleaffcd with thefe that 
net, as with Rehoboam, 2 Chron. xii. 14. And he 
'//, becaufe he prepared not his heart tofeek God, 
Becaufe God, whom we approach to, is an infinitely 
and pare Spirit, and will be worihipped in fpitit and 
th. 

IMPROVEMENT. " 
^crence, I. Sec hence the caufe why fo fcwgetdifco- 

of God's glory, and wonders of mercy in tftc ordi- 
, but meet with a hiding God, they do not fandify 
!elyes, and prepare their hearts in a fuitable manner. 

Ufc of reproiifxo fevcrals : i. To thofe who ap- 
h God under the power of wandering and roving 
•hts; their minds are not fixed, fanflified, and pr'c- 
i. 2. To thofe whole minds are going jfter their 
.oufnefs, when their bodies only are prefentcd beforei 
3, To thofe who are hypocritical and formalin 
approaches to God. 4. To thofe whofe hearts are 
ind drowfy in God's fervicc. 

:. Ufeo^ trial. It concerns you, upon this occafion^ 
Lamine if your hearts be fac^ified and prepared for 
►aching God to-morrow. It is highly neceffary now 
amine your fouls ; Let a m-jn examine hivifeff^ and 
him eat, I fear there are many unfan^lified and-un- 
ired, hearts among us. And in order to aflift you 
in, I (hall give fome marks, both negatively and po- 

Ncgadvely, marks of unfandified hearts, i. The 
ant heart that knows not Chrifl, nor has any upta-^ 
of the way of falyation' through bis. righceo^Giefs. 
are unprepared, and incapable of gracious c^omriiuhion 
C/od. See how the promife runs, Jer. Kxiv. 1 wU 
thevi an heart to knonxi fue^ that I ain the Lord^ 
they Jhall be 7?iy people^ and I nuitl be their God; 
hey Jhall return unto me '•Mtth their ivhole heart. 
^\\t unbelieving heart is unprepared. 9. Theim^eni- 
heart. 4. The heart that V\^T>aowt^ CJki\^^ ^^'wns^ 
he heart that haih no love to eVvt\^. b, ^^\^'s^^ 
C c * " 




thefriciidt of Chrift. 7. N»hiMi(m(««Bd^ 

ter Cbril! and his iig|iteouGic&! J3«' tluU' lit 

ibooghts of his onfiaaaoes. 9. InidiSertBce «l 

foccen of tht oixEoanccs. io. That rcMbf ibii 

of ''the S|ptrit« I i^ T^ie heart that is dromff,'m 

llittnt to waken hiclf. 12. That h' a ftnifl|cr'i 

aad to felF-examipattoa. Such beam are uwupOi 

uopfepared For apptotchiog to Gpd to-aBcwMU^ 

If. Fofitife narkt o£ heaits in Ibme laeafore 

aad Dreoared« i . Hearts fenfible of their d<^ 

fiafaifMas. a. Th^t ate fenfible of their oeto p 

3. Hearts ffl)ed -with ^etfukgfi ag^nft fib. 4. 1 

bfaihUe aad lowly« s- Heans troubled for hear 

and fins. 4. fieAUs that coDfeot^to the well-ore 

yeoatvt in all its attides. 7. Hearts that aim -at c6 

and fell owfliip with God in every duty, 3. He 

hold on in clofe purfuit after Chrifl, notwithftan 

coaragemeDts and difappointments, as Mary M 

who would not leave the fepulchre, when othen 

9* Hearts that are ^mfatisHed with the bed nieaas 

dinances, if God be ^not found in them. lo. H( 

are applying themlelves to every duty, in Chrill's 

faying, Without Chrift I can do nothing. 11 

that are troubled when they drive heavily in duty 

weary of their remifTnefs. 1*2. Hearts tender of 

of God, afraid of fin » and grieving the Spirit. 1 

concerned about the faccefs of this oniinanoe^ I 

refped to themfelves and others. 14. Hearts < 

for want of fufficient preH^ration, prayings with 1 

for pardon and acceptance;^ though not cleanfed 

to the puriHcation 61 the fah^uary, a Chron. xx: 

1*7. Ufi of exhortation. ' O ccunnninicant 

yoiirfdves' agaiqfl to- morrow, tW tne Lord 1 

down suvd do wonders among you, wonders of 

your fouts. 

Afothes. I. Confider that tKe near approM 

to make to God at his table to-monow, is the n 

prg^b yw can polTiUy ir.ik£ on ^a ^i^ tA ^n^ 

&/cfirAat pieparaiioa Qod le^^e^ ^ ^^»fe\ 
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receiving the fiery law at mount Sinai, Kxod. xix. to, it. 
C90I C9Mmanded them to famTtfy themfelves^ nvajh their 
chathi^ and be ready againft the third day^ for ufon 
Sbai day the Ltrd nuilt come d'i'wn upon mount Sinai^ 
mnjigbt of all the people. What awful fear and trembKng 
^o yoa imagine was there among them, when God came 
down ID a thick cload, when the trumpet began to found, 
the thunder t'o crack, the mountain to fmoke, and the 
earth to tremble under the weight of the great God de- 
icendipg on it. — Well, you fhould be under the fame awe 
of God in this folemn ordinance as they were. It is trae^ 
he comes not down with fuch terror, to give a fiery law 
as 00 mount Sinai, but to deliver the gofpel of peace from 
mount Zion. But mind, 'tis the fame God that fpeaks, 
hath the fame majefty, the fame authority ; and therefore 
yoa flumid prepare as carefully, and be as humble before 
him as the Ifraelites were. Were God to come down a- 
jmong you to-morrow in tenible majefly, (hould a thicit 
- .cloud fiU tliif houfe, and lightning break out, aijd (hould 
*- ^foa hear the thunder of his voice, 1 am the Lord^ thott 
jfbalt have no other^odr before me^ certainly fuch a drcad^ 
fill gUry would make your hearts tremble within yoQ^ and 
the earth tremble beneath you. Well then, God is come 
down as really among you as Smong the Ifraelites, hear 
him widi the fame reverence, and be as intent upon ado- 
ration as they were. Let not his gracious and familiar' 
way of condefcending- to deal with you,' tempt you to come 
with Itfs preparation and reverence. 

II, Confider the natcre of that God you are to approach- 
to. 1. A great and mighty Gcd, Pfal. Ixxxix. 7, 8*. 
' God is greatly to he feared in the aj/embly of the faints, 
and to be had in reverence of all thetn that are about 
bim^ Lordt God of hofis^ tuho is ajirong Lord like 
unto thee^ or to thy faitlfulnefs round about thee ? 
Would we feaft with a great king with filthy hands and 
garments ? Jofeph prepared himfcif, by (having himfelf 
and changing his raiment, before he went into Pharaoh ; 
and wilt thou not prepare thyfelf, by ^uttic^ tK^ (<^^a!L«. 
abe holicii drcfs aad humbleft poftate, '^Vi^^^iww^vxxa^ 




omairakdt ^in\, mciH je^icos of k^s ^honoiu, and will 
conn Ur to fic tb? j^utds, Maith. xxii- 4 w ariiH ihcD hell 
f|y cveiy u&prepaied and prinsnftiiicd gi^ffl; I^^ roticcf 
the (late uf jp ^r Touls, tUe fpme of |JOur hearts ^ ilie endf 
of^ i>r com jiiu n J ca :i Dg, % nd y p*a r , [ r^f^^ ian befar e b iivd. 
V theo Isti^iijf yourielvti, bVore you come to the f^all, 
— J. Ht ii a pare an^ ftoly God ; he c%nnot hold comr 
riufijoa mth onWy^pcrCoiis, he wii! be finiiiEcd in iheia 
th»i coj^t nigh brm, Lev. x. 3. lie will be aite^deji ai i 
Ijoly Coii, m a Ijyij maniijcr DM a Lely angel fat t/jfl 
with yoQ ^t a c*:nain pUc£, agiiriH fuch an Lour, ^^oald 
you nc»t pre^ar^ wiU^ all feriouGac^ ar.d foleiiiDity to at- 
itnd hm ? ; bh ! Uut it is ibc Goj of an^ela that tryd* 
\ytih you U§re, cvcjij ihe God bi^fort; uhom the angell 
liiJore, arjd cover tTreft facet and feet with iheir wiJigtf 
ard cry i/ff/i-, /'£>/i\ ii>l)'f L^t4 €cd ^^Jimighiy* if tb« 
linen on the commai^icfi^iahje, ^t veHJLk \h^\ liold thf > 
eli^nicDfs tvcre fo;.]!, Iic Wi>Lifd be read v to exd^iiEii a^smil 
u; and no ^oubt there cii^ht to be obTcrvcd an outwari 
dcce.Ky in this refpc^; Cbrlil would base tie very rooo 
m good oricr where he was ro eat the pslTo^er, But it 
it h a Uxi'aW crime to have a foul doth or vefT:,! ibr OdUaid 
dements J in rcfpcdl of wh*t it is 10 have a foul hean, ©ran 
i;apreparfd foul to cnteitaiq a holy Godj aiid receive tb< 
body and blood of Cht ift. 1 * * 

q, Cocifider cb-it Gi>d*s people ufcd always great prepa* 
r ,1 ti on bcfo i *: fu 1 1 m ap p rua c i > i ojj i a Gi>d , G t n , kxk?. j 
J , — J, Wjier^ we fee hi^w_Coiei>3nly J^icob prepared kini-jj 
fdf and his family, w^ep,. by C(.»d's ton^maHii, he mtS 
goin^r up.to J3e;htl to fF^crifice urao the Lord ** 7'kjr 
change thei| gvrmtrDlE, v a^li and m;<^o ihenifehes ^^r 
and., pot away their flran^c goda/^ How much ina^e* 
-DUj^ht ys£ to prepare, whtn we go not only to Babelp 
C^d's houft?, but to God's ubie, by diao^ing our 
garments of firf. and putting oa ChrKl's righteoufn^is bjf 
fnith, aod puttirg aw^y and moxiMyxig out IliIIb and tdijif 
of jcfaJfufy ? We Ht ^^ v^^ /^^W\^V^ ^tt^iriticsa for 
'^tpro^&mSL\0 dod, T?^%».\. 5LXVi,' ^. T tl ^ajb >h> W-n*. Ci. 
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"^kn^icency,' fo ibill 1 compafs th'tno altar ^ Cf L,ord, The 
Jews had great prq)aration for^ilie paflbvcr, and ^o fliould 
-we for the Lord's fuppcr that is cOme In its room. Where- 
-fbre we find the pritnltive Chrlflians ufed to fit up whole 
tii^hts at prayer before the Lord's fupper, which they 
called vigilLt. 

4. Gonfider that the matter pf -this facrament requires 

-fblemn pi^eparation. Solovion direiSts us, when we are to 

eat with a ruler, to confider what is fet before us, Prov. 

x^ciii. I . There are here the fymhols of Chrifl's body an^ 

blood ; rare fpod ! It is a great fiti t6 abufe comraon meat 

and drink, or to partake of thefe without fome fcrious 

thought before hand. XVe would have velTels clean 

hold oar ordinary food ; but here is foul-food, heaven's 

daintfcs, the jewel of heavtn. Chrift's body in the facra- 

flient mufl be wrapt in a clean foul, as well as his body by 

Jofeph of Afimaihea was wiapt in clean linen, and hid ia. 

a new tomb. 

-•_ 5. The duties to be performed at the Lord's table re- 

*:Tquiref preparation^ viz. Govenar.ting>^ith God i renewing our 

- baptifmal vow, expreffing our love to Chrift, feafting oa 

a broken Ghjpift. 

6. You are naiufaUy unfit for this ordinance; naturally 
yoa have neither habitud nor adlual preparation,* being 
dead in fins and trefpafT's, leprous, lorthfome. carn;»l. and 
earthly-minded. Wh^ rrforc we mufl be quickened and 
purifird, before We cat- hold communion with a fioK- God. 
7,' Beca«ife coinm-nion with Govl wo^ild h: altogether 
d fagreejble to dn un(an*5liried foul, he would weary of it,, 
and trike no plemurr in it. 

"8. B;^caufe ol ihe gre-..t ad^an^age of this v^rcparation,. 
God will cone t ^-morrow, and .vork wond.r^ of mercy 
for fuch as finccrely aim at preparation, i) hen fan^ify 
• yourfelves ^ie'L AVI.at arr ihcfe wondes of mercy r 
jififvj. r. He will i;:ire dead ibnls our of. the grave, and 
put life in them. 2 He w II Wirm ccld heur;s, and pat 
fpiritual he<rt in them 5. fJ<i -.vill fofien liard rocky 
))e*rts, and nv'^c iutrr» tender aaJ feafiul^i fi^, ^\s. ^\Vk 
clcdTH the rc?ck.a£id make *a 'v^ .^uWx Qxix ^\v> ^fcx^^*^^" 
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of peniteaual tcArt. f • He will eyre ilic paralytic Ire 
blifig haad, that codd hirdly be itretched out| or grip 
any tiling. He wU) enable the weak (bu I to grip f*lt 
Chn(l» an4 rubferibe hU Eianie to ilie m^rijigit^caatii 
6. He wilt ftrengibefi the feebk knees kud iame feet, 4 
m^ke the foul 10 run in the way of his commandjnenU w 
ttiUr^ed he^rt^ 7* lie will kill flrong GoHabs audio 
that defied the armies ^f the Cod of ifraeK R* Hfi. wtH 
a wandering htuu aniS Ck ir on God and tbingi aboie. 
He will heal a wouolted confciencc by the balm ofGUe 
I o« He wilf btjghten a dark cloudy miiid» and reToIre 
the doabts and feats of a belirvcf , 1 1 . He will giT 
fight of the king In bit beautyi & viev of the (j£aiei 
Chnfl's loTely face. 12, He will gi?c a feaJ of the pare 
of allyourfifi^ 13. He wiU gift a Pilgah-new ^i 
naan, a fight of the promifed liod. 14. HewiillieiK 
hungry* and fill them .with the daiaties of Ketven.*— 
thefe are rare wr«ders of grice* that Chrift wiK woik 
the prepared foul. O preparaiioo is yoar £eed-|iM^,< 
ceiring is your harrefi. Now, at a man fowetk* fai 
he reapt; 6e that fotsuith fp^ringfy^ Jhail reap J^nt^ 
and be nvbicb finueth bountlfullft JhaH reap aifo h§U 
fuHy^ X Cor. \%., 6.' \\ is in the doty of partakingi ai 
the duty of praying ; the more prepareda man't hetct I 
ftay, the greater is his Kturn. from bcayes, PfiU. au 
Thou, nuilt prepare tbeir bearih^ tbou nuili c^auft ii 
rar to bear. So k may be faid in the ctfe o£ receif] 
%hou wilt prepare the heart, thou wilt cauCb thioe hsM 
give. When God prepares a man*s heart foe ^u^, it 
token he hath a hand prepared for mercy. Heocc 
I«ord makes that gracious promife, Pfal. Ixxsd. lOk .' 
tby mouth ivide, and 1 wlijill it, %. d. Til enla 
hand, as you enlarge your heart. He faithy at Jo 
his ffeward, Gen. xlir. i. Fill tbe mens facks as mh 
fhey can carry ^ So as Jofcph's brethfen prepated 
in niunbcp and largenefs, fo did they carry cotn • 
And as ycfu bring prepared heai^s to the prdinanoey fil 1 
yo\} reap benefit thereby. . 

p. Bcank t)f the ff?"^^ 4?Ltv^<&t. Vr <»wwft^ x«i«ia 
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If you do not fanflify. and prepare yonrfelves, God witf 

come and do wonders of judgment, wonders of ¥rcath, a^ 

moQg 70U. 1. He ma J iotfid bodily difeafes, as i Cos, 

ai. go. 2. He may fend untimely death. 3, He may 

fmite With defertion from God. 4. He may fend dark> 

sefsoatbemind. 5* He may fmite with deadnefs and 

impenitency on the heart. 6. With decaying and wither* 

logon the gifts and graces. 7. He ntay fendleanneSi 

-sod barrennefs on the (ovl. &. He'mayfmice with format 

lity and lifekfnefs m> dscy. 9. \V%h fearednefs on the 

confcience, fa as k (hsdl challenge for no Ho. 10. He may 

fend horror and teiroc on the confcience^ fo as^io n»ke it a 

J\i£ig9rf9iifabib, 1 1 . He may let Satan Ibofe agaimfl yon 

vith teropfatioDSy athetftical and bhiTphemoos^ thought?* 

1 2, He may fend yoa to hell Uook the conimunioartable, 

. as Matthw xxt». 12« l^. Andhtfaiih unttr him^ friend'^ 

ho^w camefl th^u in hither net having a nfjedding'gar* 

nte/^ ? And he- naas^ fieechkfs^ Then faid the King tn 

ikefirvmnts^ hind him hand and foct^ and take him a^ 

iiway^ and caft hirn into outer darknefsm 

^efl. How (ball I get my heart fan^HfWd and prcpa^* 
red, & as I may expe6l the Lord will come and do won- 
ders of grace for me to-Qoorrow? Anf, There is a two* 
fold preparation, habitnaf and adnal^v you mufl ftudy 
both, and habitual preparation in the firfl place, ^eft. 
What 10 habitual preparation ? Anf. It hath fereral' iogre« 
dtenu in it. i. A covenant -relation to God in Chrift. 9* 
h principle of fpirittial life. 3 . A (fete of peace with 
God. 4. The imputation of Chrift's righteoufnefs. j^« 
Htk antTerfaF change by regenerating grace. 6. The ioba- 
bitation of the fpirit. 7. A holy converfation. 8. The 
lamp- of a profeffion. ^eji. 2. Whacisa^oal prepara*- 
tioD for the Lord 's fupper ? Anf, 1 . Seqnedcating our felves 
from the world. 2^ Self-examinatioo. 3. Humiliation 
for fin. 4. Renewing of our perfonal covenant wiih God in 
Cbcift. 5.. Reform;ition.of what isamifs.. 6« Exciting of 
alt the graces to a lively exercife. 7. Meditation on the 
death and fufferihgs of Chrifl. 8. Earned prayer to God 
Ar preparation jiDdaffiftaikCfcia xiit. Ni^\>L« ^hsA:^^w 




yoBifafilKift pictesiioB, foq mtAhf -wit <btC 

.Wcolght to bedigiie^kvciiiirtiiitavUu^ MK.i 

1 i; / w//;^^ ^ w M]fir»9^h •ftH Lofudj'Jn 

soflbt to "mitttcf Kiott\4&, .4thiv Utawgii 'fa 1l 
aiiny «p fight afaiiA.f«li^Etl||6yiMi^ jet ^ 
lMd« Mid:ini&d. »' iiiiv daB»;llbPhilryt4k) 

have nopovter: heip ur, ^ Lsrd eur God^foL 
en tSe9t atAiu ify'ytame'gi'^nt tigaiyift thii i 
Bo Ut every commuoicant fit j, ** Lord, all myfti 
'* preparations' are nought, I have no power foK 
♦« this fca(l, help me, O Lord roy God, for I re 
f< and in Wiy name, I go to this great* and weij 
•' naftce." And if yoo come forward to-morri 
fel^ denied, and fandified frame, you have gtbi 
peA that the Lord will do wonders oi grace and 
you. ^ . 

■ ' , I ■■ ' I ■ ■ I . I III » ■! I I 1 II ^ M 

A C T I p N S E R Nr 

YiOt£i Canticles iu/\. 

He brought me tc> the hat^qxieting houfct and 
rur over me was love.. 

THE whol^ of this fohg.is an stUegorica! def 
. the mylietiotis ooion and foromunion bctv 
and his chtorc&j-pndcr the pcrfcns of ar brid'e| 
bride, which' is i frequent metaphor made ufe o 
turt. Tlie forty' fiftli Pfaim is an abridgment of 
— :— In this chapter Chrift ^nd the church feer 
t¥bo fliaJI ototfic catlti oiViet \tv ^^^€v\ 'ccitc^^ 
Chrift BtH commends tb<i cVrtitt3b.\ ^axA tc.^>$o« 

h ' i' 
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tols Chiift. She compares him to the apple-tree among 
'le trees ef thf m)09di verfe ^. Chrifi: is a fruit •bearing 
tree.; but the childieo of men are barren trees. Aqd O 
but his (hadow is refre/hing, and his fruit fweet to a belie* 
\QU But as if the Hiadow and fruits of an apple-tree were 
(00 low a fiTnilc to iet forth his excellency and gojdoefs^ 
Che ^lls us of the entertait^meot he gives her hi the ban* 
^ueting houfe, in the text. 

Where we have, i. The place which the fpoafe was 
brought to, the banqueting J>cufes.4ix hoofc of wine, /. /. 
^ffi^f^ngg becaufe \^e is t ptincipal partx)f feafls ; by 
\vhich we are to underhand tfaie order, or means, Avhere- 
^jr Chrif^ jc^i^veys his graces and bU^ngs to believers ; and 
there is none of all the ordinances of the gofpel that may be 
more fitly called the banqueting or fesdlling houfe, than 
this of the Lord's fupper, whi(tk is the great gofpel feaft 
V/herewith Chrift entertains his pebple on earth. Ordi- 
nances are calld his banquating boufe^ becaufe of the 
gr^i plenty, variety, and riches of the blefEags be thereby 
communicates to his people. 

9. We have the person that brings her into this ban- 
queting houfe, and that is Chrift, HE brought me: 
which flicws, I. Our want of right to thefe bldEngs, of 
ourfelves. All our right is in Chrift. a. Our impotent^ 
to come to the feafting houfe; he mail both give us itrength 
and preparation of foul. 3. The freenefsof his grace in 
bellowing thefe bleflings on us. 

3. 'J^he manner how (he is brought in, and that isun- 
der a banner, ftandard or enfign. It is a military rod^ 
banners or cnfi^ns are ufed in camps and armies, Pfal, XX- 
5, IVe mjidi rejoice in thy falvation^ and in the name of 
fiur Ccd "jjili Jet up our banners. Her match or entry 
into this feiifting houfe was joyful and triumphant, fuch as 
that of people under a difplayed banner, or colouis lifted 
uf*^ Colours are ufeful to draw, invite, engj^ge, and lead 
people after their Captain; and the lifting up and difplay- 
ing of coloiffs is a fign to invite and diredl thofe of fuch a 
party or fide, to come to fuch a place» or march fuch a 
way. Now, what is i\\t deNW ox tvy^w^^ ^V ^v^^ Vs»s- 
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per; not like tUofe of cylher gefkerahi a Itooi »n et^ 
CTf, but LOVE, The lo¥« ot a crucified Jt:fu* ittifeei 
bjAfVtr iifled u j» 4nd dtfpJiLyf d tn ihe ^qfpel fpT in firing aisd 
cnoa^irig fioncn ta come to liiro* Love is ihe banner ihn 
Chrifl lifts ap and difpla^ ihit diy, to engage you to co«c 
to him, and lift yoar/eiira undcf hi* Kaoner, Lore is ititt 
ivhich Icad^to thf banqueting hoofer. ^^^ famifhci pt^^filidi 
ftnd cDcertammcnt for ns thtrt^ 

Qhfirvt L That Chri/l has rich frafls hi the df^io^nctt 
for cmcrtajmDg hi^ people's fooU* 

II* 7'hat the biniier wUch Cbtifl dif|»layi fbf drawu^^ 
us to him, it iott. 

h% to ihc/r/, I Ili4l1 (hew, I . That Chrill in tN fll^ 
d I nances doih provide fcafta f£?T his people's fooJ». a* Thit 
the Lord^s fupper in p&rttcuTmr U one prmctpa} fir^fttbai lit 
prepares for them, 3, Wby he prepares fucba fetit* 4^ 
Shall apply, 

i^sto tbe/r/?f it tscTideot, i. From God's promtfeur 
his people. Pfal. xacKvi. 8, Thtjjhail bt uhun^^ntfyf*^ 
its fed txfiih tht fatntfi fcf thy hoyfi ,- urtd iku jh§k 
T/tah fhtm drimt t^f ttf rjver tfth^ pleafurtt^ Ihiafc 
XXV. d^ And in this mountain ^sU the Lord ttfh^fit mah 
uni& alipecftU^ afcajl ^ffat things^ ^ f^^J^ af'^inu #f 
the hes of fat things full cfmawr^^^ ofwnfJ en fk 
ifsi'uiffii rf fined. This profnife i^ concerning the gcfpel* 
timcs.^— ^From Pro v. tx, 2* where wifdom, t* t, Chrifc 
is fatd to have fj/A'i tfr if caffs, mingUd Arr wn^^ afA 

furnijltdbfrtahU And, to name no mote, frOP 

Liikf 3tv, Where the father prt pares the Tatied calffj 
hii penitent prodigal. 

3. From the e^ip^jiience of God's peopk ; ••LiifDatkKJ 
Pfalm iv, 6. Ixiii, 5* and Ixv. 4. :ind particobrly friHO'^he]] 
experience of the church In the text^ God*s people can ti 
to riieir feai to this trtjth* 

As to i\\tfect.nd headj That the LordV fwppeT if^l 
principal kA\^ wliich tlie Lord pftparet for lb pcop 
Wherefore \i is calkd ike tmhh t^ffhe Lorii^ 1 Cot.X* J 
It 1$ called ufmfi *n ite perigee <if Chxlfi^ i Cnr- v. 
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•onJ*s flipper is principally pointed at. — I (hall here (hew 
#herem the Lord's Tupper refembles a fead; yea, it is tiOK 
« ordinary feafl, it is a rich, royal, and magnificent fead* 
I . At a feaft there is rich ai^ noble provifioo. So here 
here IS more than bread and wine y even the body and 
iTood of.Chriil, My Jlejh is 7ueat Indeed ^ and my blood 
s drtnk indeed ^ John vi. 5 j. What bread and wine af- 
brd to the body, viz, (Irengch, cdmfort, and nourifhrnent, 
be fame doth the body and blood of Chrid, received by 

aith, yield to the foul ^--Here is fpiritual food to the 

lungry foul, bread that ilrengthens man*s heart, and wine 
hat cheers the fainting fpirits. Behold here is Wtfdoro's 
^tes, and Wifdom^s fead. It is good for us to be here» 

(ood to wait at her deor-pods. Here the breads of 

X>nfolation are drawn forth, here we may fuck and be 

4tisfied< Here the fountain of life, and the wells of 

[aWatioB are opened, the done rolled from the well's 
mouth •-*-^ Here is the hidden manna, angels food, bread 
From heaven, yea the fruits of the tree of life, that grows 

ifi midd of the paradife of God. Here is the water 

of life that fprings from beneath the throne of God and 
the Lamb, clear as crydal ; if you'get but one drop of it, 
it diall be an evet lading fpiing in your foul, fo that yoa 
Deed not third after carnal comforts and enjoyments. — r^ 
Here are the grapes of Canaan, the fruits that grow in the 
land of promifc ; yea, ch^dres of ihefe grapes are at this 

fead, the fird-fruits of heaven,^ ^In a word, there is at 

this fpiritual fead for the foul to feed on, Cbriit crucified, 
and all his benefits and purchafe : And are there nut many 
didies and delicacies here ? 

i • Here is pardon of fm fealed to a believer. O is not 
this a rate fead and excellent cheer, Mattb. ix. 2. Be of 
good cheer ^ thy Jihs are forgiven thee* Here you get 
Chfid's blood, which was died for many, for the remiffion 
of fins. Here we clafp about a crucified Chrid as the great 
propitiatory facrifice for our fins, and accept of him 9s the 
Lord our righteoufnefs ; and thus we receive the'icmijlion 
of fins. Here God faith to a belicv^t^ ^% V.%\fea!B.v^^>v* 
rM -a 5am. xii. -13. The Lord faatb put ansa^j xV-^ S^^ 




ttoujhktli mt dU. Hcrfc i-e tear the voicie*' 
^ladae/i. whkh hath made matty a broktn bone u 
If there any tbiog tnor^ fweet than p^fdlon to a e 
cd fttao near the phcc cf execution P Aod what 
more joy, [ban a free difchar^e lo a ruiuer an 
ijifticc, 3kX\6. drawn lo bell's door to be catt bto 
ton for debi^ out of which there^is no redemption. 

2* We have peace and friend fhip with God j 
dt§» I eot only to be freed of a burdtn of debt, tb 
have weighed us dowt: to hell, and for which 
already have bten carried thither, acd are roaritjg 
ix^fthoot hope ; but alfo to he fetdved into fpedi 
*ith Cod : For in ihis facramcnt a cofenant of p 
fiiendfhip, is feftled and confirme^. O muft it 
fweet cordi^, for an enemy, a rebel, tabeoii 
fpecial favourite of the King of heaven, (b that 
may {tv:d a challenge to hell a^nd eartli, and bid 
to men and devils, Rom. yiii. 33, 34. 1V^o JhaU 
thing to the charge of GqcTs eleii'f It is God tl 
fieth^ fwho h he that condemneth T It is Chi 
died, yea, rather that is rijen again^ yjho^ is evt 
right hand ofGod\ 'who ' alfo waketh intercefflot 
And you may fay. with Qavid^ Pfal. iv, 8. /"^ 
iay me domin inpeaci, and fteep : For thou, Lc 
makeji me to 'dnuiir infajety. Come life, con 
I am . faf$; ; my coniciefsce is difburdened, and 
cafe. " 

g. Adoption is another of the diflies at this fea 
are not only 'made a frierid, but a fon' and Ijfeir 
this facrament you get fafme and infeftment of die k 
privileges, relation, and inheritance.-p— ^-Aiui'be 
faith, 1 will be a Father to thee ; and, fon,' thbu 
ever with me, atid all that have is thine. TtxjfiJ.lj 
my blefling and love, the fmiles of my face,' the 
my mouth, und the arms of my grace to fuppott . 
ferve thee.. Thou (halt have my Son for thy cidqr 
thy pried and advocaxe\ ra^ ?iT^^tiU \^ be tby . 
my providence to be tbV ptoxtCto^ ^^^ toax^.'^ 
^Wt/iave«jannS^tn the vrWd^xtit.^ ;^tv^>w^\.«3 
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rock. Thou fhalt be .my heir, and! joint-heir with my 
eternal Son and £r(l-born. Thou fhalc have heaten for 
thy home, Ghri(l*s throne for Xhy f^at, and a kingdom 
for thy portion.; sin honourable maiotenaoce while here, 
and an incorruptible inheritance hereafter. 

4* Another dtfh is peace of confcieoce. This is one of 
the precious legacies which Chrift leaves in his teftament, 
which is here fealed, John y^W, 27. It is here Chrift fpeaks 
peace to his people and to his faints, here he breathes peace 
upon them, as in Luke xxir. 36. No doubts and fears 
arife within you, that hinders you to believe the good 
news, as with the difciples ; fo there is that in this facra- 
ment which may check all thefe fears. Luke ^xiv. 38) 
39. M^Sy are ye troubled^ and ix^ky do thoughts arife it 
yQur hearts ? Behold my hands and my feet ^ that it is i 
myfelf\ handle me and fee ^ &c. O but the prints of th( 
nails may calm the doubting confcienccj and quiet th} 
fears. 

5. Supplies and (Irength to our weak and decayed gra< 
Vcs. Here Chrid's Aorehoufe is opened, and we may ge 
' grace for grace out of his fulnefs ; here the fmoaking flai 
may be kindled into a flame, and the btuifed reed fine 
fupport : hear you may get weak faith firengthened, cole 
love eniiamed, weak dedre kindled, repentance renewed] 
hope made lively, the foul fitted and fortified for trial 
and fufferings, and prepared for pafling through the valle] 
of the Ihadow of 'death : Yea, in a word, you may get al 
your wants fupplied. all your grievances redrefTed, and ma 
ladies remedied. Here you may get a meal that will botf 
fatisfy, aTHi beget a flomach in you, that will prove life t( 
your fouls, and poifon to your luils. It is here the emp 
ty foul is filled, the (larving creature fed, the poor beggai 
enriched, the hard l^art foftcned, the cold heart warmed 
the dead foul quickened, the paralytic hand cured, th| 
blind eye enlightened, the thirfty heart fatisfied, the ieebl< 
knees fbcngtbened, the ftraitened heart enlarged, th< 
wandering heait fixed, the cree^ng defires elevated, th< 
cloudy foul brightened, and the doubting C<»a,U^^^V;^. v 
are not r/je/e gracious and bleffti A\wit*.'%\ W'i^^-^w.'^ 
1> 4 
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g£t flr»|il> ag^mfl jour flriiiig l#{b and temptalioo!, 
iurdiure fof every doty, to ss yon tnay ptay with ciJirgl 
Tpeot, hear wkh caj/ftnt, puife wiih eVeTatton of i 
ii»d meditate vvith delrghu 

6^ Here is ChnJrs gracious pfefence, and a %hi oftfi 
coiintenaiice ; ihat is a rurc delicate in this fca/f^ thatll^ 
ti^fies tiie A>ul, Halm %vi tilt, in ihy ^rcftrnt ii fuim 
rfj^yi that vfas th^ plalmt Vs heaven upon etiih, U| 
here Chijft tryOs utth tts people, here he waib witbtl)en(| 
dnd is held by thrm in the gaDenes ; here he ¥%s thei 
and hoids commtrmoii uith ihem, intl myites lislofc, lAf 
kiffe them with The kiffca of fcis mcjuth. Herctbqfa 
the KtDg in bis beauty, l^crc the faints have btbetd ii 
beauty of the Lorrf, Pfalm xxtu, 4 O this is worth aa 
Vfhile* O let it be oar errand this day to meet wiiH Oni 
and fee his blefTed face. God'^ people in ait ages hif 
placed their happinefs here. Abraham rcjoiGed^io %^ 
of Chrifly though afar off*, at 1900 years diftanctf. T)! 
wife men thought it worth thefr wbiie,^ to niukfti^ 
long journey from the eait to fee himt thoa^botw 
born. Old Simeon deGres to fee no nnne upon earAii ll 
ter he gets a fight of htm, though a child. Zaci^ 
ran and climbed up a tree to'fee him, thongb del^tfed 

men. O now he is fhining in glory » (hall not weM 

a fight of him ? David defired it as his one ibing^ Pw 
xxvii. though he then wanted his throne and kbgjilo] 
The fpoufe feeks it as her one thing, Cant. iil. 3« S^m 
him lyhovi my foul loveth ? O'but.a fight -©f him WH 
make your face to (hioe, a fight of hip in bis L^fe. Mrj 
dyed gaiments, trading out the wine^prcft rfdne. .>r5: 

7. Another difh is the -con^fort of his Spirit, 
clearing up; your intcreft -in Chrift and- glory, 
heaven, and yoar names written in the bopk dip III 
all your feart may be . fcattered, obje^Hons 
doubts rcfolvedn aird like wife the eri^^ibct of \ , 
cleared up to yon ; fo that though yon doubiuS^ 
yoii had faith, yet new ^ou may enabled 16 fi^i 
poor man, Lorrf, I helkve. Xow to;«ci«\\j(^«it^ ^ 
^,but oovtyou ma? fe^ wCei^««t> ^-iri, ^ 
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all tlilngT, knonvejl that I love thee. You doubted 
f your intereft in Chrsft, but now you can- fay with 
, My Lord, and My God; with Job, I know that 
fewer liveth j and with Paul, I^Anow in luhom I 
Viived^ 

I have fliewn you fome of the rich provifion smd 
:tertainment prepared in this banquet before you : 
►u fee it is Dot only rich provifion, but there are 
arities here, hidden manna, angels food ; yea, not 
)ice but plenty and vav'iety, food adapted to our 
ture aod faculties; food to nouiiHi, (Ireogthen^ 
and refteih the foiil. Here is food fuitable to all 
Ities, light to the mind, pe^ce to the confcience« 
on to the will, ^nd food for ail the affe^ons. 
re my fatisfy itfelf in embracing the chief among 
ifands : Defire may fatisTy itfelf in clafplng the de- 
II nations : Delight may here bathe itfelf m the ri« 
plcifure In a word, what can ciie foul n^ed but 
' for Chrifl is made of God to us wifdom, righte* 

fdn^ftifi^ation, and redemption. Here is precious 
) pu-ge away our deep guilt; here is perfe<5l righ* 
s to cover our n^ked f:)ul ; here aie riches, and 
iabK> liclits in CSpd, r-ghreoufnefs for our juftifi- 
md grace foi our ikn£liii<:atioo ; here all things .i»'e 

ri-h!y to ei^oy ; here hope may feed on the gre^t 
cious proniifls. 

At feafts thirc ufed to be hvers for the guefls to 

as at the marriage-feaft in Canna of Galilee, where 
: w;iier-pots fet for puiillc^iiion, John ii. 6. Doth 

djfilemenf fear you from parixking ?^ Behold here 
^tain opened, Zech. xiii. i. O cornej and walh in 
ye may be fit to compafs God*s alrar, and fie down 
ble. 

At banquets there ufes to be mirth and chearful- 
) here, when prodigal finners firft return to. their 

he hath mirth and mufic to entertain them. See 
V. 24. The tidings of Chrift's pnrchafe, and the 
s, are the befl mufic and melody in the world : 
ws oi what he hath doi\e MkA.i\aSfe\^^, ^^^^vvri^bS^ 
Dd 2 ^^^^ 




youf heifts ind Jipt with the high praifes of *G 
thankful atlmi ration <?f Chrl(l and redeeming k 
brlicvtrst cofiCdcr you are not to come^ like moufi 
f^fiiiMl, but iike chiklrta to your f;itber^s feail^ 
fail. /7/ ^r//j^ fii-w* U mj h<ii) m^u,ntAin^ a% 
thm Joyful in my hcufi $f prayer^ fuhh the 
%^> that ye tn»y eat this brend with joy, And d( 
wine with a meny hc^w., in hopes of God*s a 
]^tt u^d yoar facriiite> Ecclef, ix. 7, 

4iJ^fyt A I feilh there is the m liter of the feal 
the gi3tih wdcome, at rrady a.f ihe father to welt 
podigal child. Chrid it tke mdler olT thU feall % 
ftni forth hia ferTants^ to call and incite yota i»>j 
Md BOW he is to come to the ubie to bi^ joo 1 
tt in Giiit. ▼; 1 . Saif Ofritnds^ drink^ yea 4ri\ 
dantfyt heiwid. ^ 

%thb% At fcafls there arc fcrtants to attend th 
here the mtoiflers are (U wards and firvants 1 
Chrift's goeflt It this fead : and their work is 
yoa to the table, aed to give every one their p^ 
meat to due feafon. God grant we give, not the 
bre$d to dogs, and them that have 00 right to 
know not the heart ; ye all have profefTed yourfel 
children, O do not mock God and his feivants. 

dtbly^ Hiere is a blefling aaved by the mafle 
feaCl ; yea, fa|a^ h«s comnanded, and will com 
UeiEngt, acd htfiftrvants are to pray for the virti 
bl(;ffing to this table. • 

It^iy^. At a feafl there is good company. < 
rare company at this feaft. The King Jits at 
Cant. i. I a. even the King of gkry. Chrift 1 
there prefent, and the Fa»her alfo; for in tbi 
have fellowfhip with the Father ard the Son, th 
Holy Spirit. Here the children of God, yea th 
faints above, fit at this table, and (hare uhh us in 
ItJs true, th«5 fit at the upper end of the tabh 
tii^^e lower aid. — -They have better appetkt 
"' . Acy feed «a m t«3«d eVn^, ^^ h^ fi^ns 

.r - * 

:';■■•"■. ^ 
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Hid good Company is here ! We re^d of Belllismar 

that nude a feafl for a thoufand of his lords, Dan. v. i. 
Bat here is a feali for many thoufand^, yea, to all b;.JieveTs, 
Jews and Gentiles, an open free feai'i, Ifa. xxv. And we 
read that Ahafuerus made a fealt to all his princes and 
icnrants, which lafled one hundred and eighty days, Efth. 
1 . 4. But here is a feafl which la(ls to i'.li eternity. 

111. As 10 the third head, why he piepares fuch a fcafl 
for his people ? Anf. i. To be a folemn memorial of his 
Jove to iimiers, in fulVering and dying for them ; and this 
memorial is to be kept up through all ' generations till 
Chrifl's fecond coming. Jull fo the pairover was a 
commemorating fcafl to ihe Ifraelites of their proti<5Hon 
^nd deliverance from the bondare of K^ypi. 

2. To dif cover his infinite riches i<nd goodnefs to poor 
finners. So Ahafucrus, r/'iher i ;;, 4. vtadtf a ffftijl t9 
all his (iritices and fcrvantSj to Jhem) I hem tks riches of 
his cxcellcfit 7n ncjh. 

q. To exprels ihe joy and fatisfaftion he hath in the 
believers coaiing to hiii). The father of the prodi;»al evi- 
denced his joy fur the return of his fon [ivbo ivas dead afii 
tiow alive, iojl and found) by a feafi and mufic. O bc- 
lieveis, this is the dny of the gladncfs of Chrift's heart ; 
glad is he to fee his prodigals recaroing, and this feait is 
the welcome-home. 

4, To exprefs his Iotc to bclit-vcrs, and that he might 
have opportunity of nearer commnnion and fellowihip wii!i 
them. At feafis people have great freedom and familiari- 
ty with one another, mutual expnllions of kindnefsy coni- 
inanicaiing of fccrets, rejoicing in one another. O but 
many a poor fonl has bc^»n raviihed with Chrill's love here , 
and with the wine of his confolation ; he has made rare 
difcoveries of his love to them. 

^. To ratify and confirm the covenant between Cod 
and us. It was ufual in the catlern countries to ratify 
contra^s and covenants by eatinp, :ind drinking to'feethtr. 
So it was in the covenant made between Ifaac and Abimc- 
Itrch, fee Gen. xxvi. 28, 30. And fo it was a federal 
ritt* bctwccfl hxh^ti and Jacob, G',Vi. '^y.^v. ^fi• V-V»«y^^ 
Dd :: '^ 
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tid ;tnd At>oer, 7S%m. ui 00 Ccm^der rbeo, ttb ts a ci>^! 
% enacting feail ; liere ^ foh-mn bargi^n beiwtxt God and m 
' Is r«i1«d aod r^ti^d. What i« the bsirgim > See the tem>r 
pf the covenant, Adli xfi. 51. BcUsvt o/s th^ L^rd Jffis 
€h rij} , ^nd th^u J}>ak hi fa i^d. H e re we e og J gt to be- 
live in Ghriflj and Chriit cog^igts to fa re tis* Hete G(jd 
f roniifn to be to uft a GoiK and we promife ta be 10 Km i 
jeople^'-^^Here God proniifes artd feab the benefiti d 
the c^jvenane 00 hk p^urt, and wt pr^mife and Teal the do^ 

tics of the ooveoaoi on our psrt* Here GodV gi^tn|j 

the figns !S a fea! on his jwrt, atid our taking 1 hem h a 

feal on oun Here Chtill gi^^et tis hb 'bul and bodf 

10 ia?e uSj and we give owr fotifs and bodies ta ftf rre him. 
Here Cod bind* bimfeJf 10 be /aiihfoU and we bind our- 
felves to be con ll ant. — ^Yea^ we here fwear allcgiaoce ttr 
Cli{ift oret hU bi flkeo body and rtieJ bSood, 

6- To be a cordkl to his poor Fa io ting ones* and for 
ftrengthentng the weak and fecbfeof his pcopW, — ►Many (jfi 
hit people ajcTore caftdowDt and have dwelt long with feats 
and horrors; and this is a relief to ihem, here Chrift 
fmiles, and fpeak* peace* — Others are weak in ^race, here 
he brings theift fupplie*; here, the decayed hire reoewed 
their flrtngth j here the lame have been m^de tck kap as 
an hart, and the tongue of the dtiD:ib to fing^ 

7 . To fortify and encou rage a gain fl at! di&:iikfeiaQd tri'^ 
al* we may oieet with in Chrift's fervlce* We areiolocw 
for reproaches and perfecimons, if we held ftdt by Chufti 
Satan and the world will not be idle, fke Heb< ^, qi. Here 
is a meal and cordial to hearten m for it ; aad fome bate 
met with that in this fc a ft *.vkich bath made then) cheaiii'^* 
ly venture an fufferings, and refoJve never to Jeavc Chn^^ 
An hour offealing animates the foijl for an hour of fo^** 
ing. If the Redeemer fnrile on us, and his bve be rtifid a* 
broad in our beans, we can bear any thing, fufo" any 
thing*' lofe any tiung, arid not be difcouraged. O tb«n 
con^e, ard t ke in provifion again{^^he evil day, for js 
h^^ » wjldcmtfs to ^ \\\Tti^i^. "^y^ wsia excittdto™ 
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would hare ftrcngth for your journey, O here you mJ5 
have it, here is food more fubfifling. durable, and nou 
riihing than Elijah's cake and cruife of water, of which h^ 
eat and drank, and in the (Irength of that niea( went for- 
ty days and forty nights, unto Horeb the mount of God 

1 Kings xix. 6, 8. —What bread and wine afford u 

the body, the fame doth Chrift's body an<i blood in the fa 
crameot received by faith, afford to the foul, viz, /!reng' 
theniog, comforting, nourifhment. And who but a mad 
inan would be fo cruel to himl'elf, as to deny his faint bo- 
dy its dated meals and relief ? O may it not hearten you. 
that whatever your ftraits, bodily wants or neceffities are, 
and however you may be defpifed, you have a great Kin^ 
that honours you, owns you, takes you to feait with .him 
felf here, and will (hortly call you to the marriage- fuppei 
of rhe Lamb above. 

8. To wean you from thevarftpleafures and comforts o 

the world, and from fenfuab delights ; and to make yoi 

Joog for that glorious and. full feafl above. This is a fore- 

- tafie of It, and (hovrld {Hr up a hunger for it; for this iQ'di\ 

is the fird-fruits of heaven. 

Improvetnent L I infer what a horrid calumny it is 
that is raifed againft the ways of ChrHl by the devil and th( 
world, that they are fad and melancholy, of purpofe tc 
fright men frooi them. No, you fee Chrift has roya 
feafls for his people, the world knows little of. A be- 
Jiever would not give a cromboftbisfpiritual feaft for ma- 
ny days of worldly feafls. 

11: Admire his condefcenfon, that the Lord of glor} 
fliould make fuch a feaft for beggars, fee Luke xiv. 21 
Poor worips, vile (inoers, will he caH us, that defervc noi 
•a dog's crumb beneath the table ? to come and (it dowr 
with the children at the table ? O what are we that h( 
fhould deal fo with us, inoers vile as the mire, and bladi 
as hell . You have far greater caufe to wonder at this pri- 
vilege than Mephihojheth^ 2 Sam. ix. 7. Davidfaid4^. 
him^ I nuill furely/Jyenx) thee kindnefs for J nathan t^j 
/aUcr*j fakf, and-wUl rejhrc tktc all the land of San 



IV. Lxkcriation, U communicants who have & 
paiing for tliis feafl, come auay to tlie marita^e, s 
;ire icidy on Chilli's pari. Ohje^, But bow fl 
acce'.s to liic banqueting houfc ? Aiipm, Employ 
bring you in. It is be alone that brings hi$ i 
You may come to the tabJe, and get the outu'ard < 
but uniefs Chrifl bring you in to the banqueting*! 
will not be taken rn. It is only Chrifl can .gi^H 
petites, and clotitc you with the wedding-^anr 
only lie that can quicken the dead fouJ^ and ftren; 
weak, 1 can do all things thr'iugh Ckriji Jlre\ 
VIC, faith Paul He or^y can fend the cooafc 
north and fouih gales of the fpirit. He only cai 
the burden of fin, and t<ike away the heart of ft 
folvc doubts, and fcatter clouds. O look and Ion 
then to bring you in, and fay with thefe in- Joh 
IVhat think ye^ *will he covie^to the fcctji ? wilihc 
in to the banqueting-houfe ; willJhe touch my 
take me by the hand ? Poor (inner, Til' tell you 
will brine in. *Tis true, it is net every one, m 
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Cjhat Chrifl fhould come under my roof, and far lefs wor* 
thy that 1 ihould come undeF Chrid's roof, my (ins are fo 
nrnny and great. Is there any (bndiog afar off with the 
publican, afraid to ^o-me to th<; holy table, faying, Ood 
O^e mtrciful to me a Jinner^ Chrift will come to fach,- 
^laiah Ivii. 15, He nuill revive ike fpirit of the humble^ 
^zndihe heart of the contrite one, 3. The poor praying 
^nd wreftling foul, that has been patting np many a peti- 
tion, {igh, and groan for accefs, faying, that I knena 
'Ofhere to find him ? O when wilt thou come unto me, 
liow long wilt thou hide thy face \ O have you been {lorm« 
iDg heiiven with your cries la(t week, lafl night, and this 
nioroirg.^ Have ye bee n knocking for the opening of the 
door of the banqaetiog-houfe I He will come and bring 
fuch in. 4. All the friends and lovers of Chrift will be 
taken in. O finner, art thou fuch, fee thy warrant and thy 
welcome, Gant. v. i. O fay fome, I can't be a friend to 
Chriil : but I wifh him well, and his people and intered* 
I cannct fay I am a true lover of Chrift ; but I find my 
heart glowing and warming with defire to him, and 1 would 
give ail the world I h;)d thefe glowiogs kindled into a 
flame. Take courage,, poor foul, Chnit will not quench 
the fmoaking flax, he wil- blow it rp into a fiame, and take 
three in. 5. i^ll (incere coven.inttng fouls, that have been 
yefterni^ht and this morning honeflly confenting to the 
bargain ofFered in the gofpel, content to clofe with ChriftT 
as he offers himfelf, to renounce their idols and lufts, and 
to give Chrift iheir hearts. Is there any foul willing to 
open to Chrift } O then he will take you in. Rev. iii. 20. 
if any man 9pen the door^ il luiti co7ne in to hiw^ and 
ikHI fup ^Miith himi and he 'with me. O poor finners* that 
never opened your hearts to Chrift, be perfuaded to open 
to a bountiful Lord ; open your hearts to him, and he will 
open his banqueting- houfe to you. O ftnner, haft thou no 
need of Chrift*s dainties *, art thou not a poor, perifiiing» 
iUrving foul, a famifhed prodigal, and needefl ibou not 
the bread of life } Chrifl is at the door wiih variety of blef- 
fingSy and ready to.open his banquetbg- houfe to ycu, O 
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will 5% open to hitnt Co«ik)er tbat tfjf do ^ot ti 
^ Chriil, he may pftTi fuch a icnuacf a|iinfl^{»i» as is 
xif . 34. A^r i/ajfunifij^Mf iJk^i miff ^ftkefr ^in lultj 
^i;rr* biddcH Jhmii nrfit. <^f m^ fupp^r^ wilt ii art . 
dreadful to fee thenars uitiog aixhe royal fe^fl to beavvo, 
and you youTfckes Ibwfr ooti. like a coin pa ny o^ f^arimg 
beggars (tandicg about tht doofs where ^\'^mm\^%^'l^Y 
per ii kept ? Theyff« th^ ligbta, aod beholU ihtutii diiW 
carried up» they bear the fiitub aod nvuik of ib? |ue(ls, 
but not a bir oomes id tbeir (haf^* 

But at for you tbit art coiAeiil to accept of Chni't dq 
hit oMi ttrmr, coiw away to the ttiarmge fupper. Clwifli 
the m .fter of the feaft, inf ites yooj ai^ wUl m»k£ yoa: 
wtJcome. And in coming to tbit feall obferre the foftw* 

f, Ctitie with holy awe and reverence of Cod, the 
ni;ifkr and maker of this it%^^ If ye were going to a 
Pjince s tabTir, you WQutd h^Tcfome aw^ upoo your (piriti; 
mind the mailer of this feaft is a glorious, holy and jealons 
God, that wilJ not be mocked- 

2. Come with a pure heart and dean hands; tnib^oor 
beaits in the tenrs ot true repentance, purge them of iJU 
fihh, thro* the blood ^of Jefus, which cleanfeth from aU" 
fin, othervyays youMl affront the maftcr of this feaft. S^oul^ 
a beggar that has been wallowing in a puddle, intrnde him-- 
felf in thaf condition into a Prince's company, fitdowD^ 
his tabic, and dip his btrfmeated hands into the fame dSj 
with him, how would \\z take it ? O coine not with; 
fihhy rap,s and filthy hands, to this holy table, but repeat 
of every fio, renounce every Gn, and refolve agaioftcvef} 
fin. 

3.' Come with a holy fear and j^aloufy over yourfeheii 
fear'd that you be not ready. Cry, Lord, let 0ie QOt 
Wrong Chrift or my own foul this day ? O let me aot b6 
tray the fon of God with a kifs ; O let me not fiOinier, 
Chri(l or my own foul, contradt Llcod-guiltioefs, ordlioit 
riamnation. O what if I want the wedding* garmcat whcft 
the King comes iQ to view the ^uefls ! 
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4. Come with a broken and bleeding heart to view the 
flain Lamb. O will not the dying groans and bleeding 
wounds of Chrift moTe you ? ^When you fee him (Iretched 
out and nailed, will ye not cry, O behold my Saviour that 
was nailed for me, dying with love in his heart, and fmiles 
in his face : O it was my fins drove in thei'e nails. P^e- 
member, the fun vailed his face in the time of Chrift's 
fuffcfings. fainted at the fight, and could not look ; O 
▼ail yours, retire inwardly, and take amends of fin the 
caufe of his fufferings. 

^ ■ Have on the wedding-garment, viz . faith in a Rc- 
* dcemer*s righteoufnefs. Gome relying on him for accept* 
ance, and look to him for.ftrength and furniture : Look 
up to him, O dead foul, for life and quickening. How 
unfeemly will it be to fee a company of dfad corpfe fet 
down to the feafl of the living Caod P O be adling faith in a 
lively manner on Ghri(l, for faith is the life of all : O come 
reach hither thy finger, and behold Chri.rs hands, reach hi* 
ther thy hand, and feel the prints of the nails, and mark of 
the fpea-, and cry with Thomas^ My Lor d and my Q od ; 
here Pll reji^ and here Pil flay. In tly clefts of his 
wounds my foul (hall take (belter, where jaAice fhall not 
reach me, 

6. Come with love, for it is a love-feaft O love Chrift, 
that is both the mafter, their.aker, and matter of the feaft. 
Chrid's heart is burning and bleeding with love to you, O 
let yours do fo to him. Without love ye have nothing to 

do here. Come alfo with love and charity to all men, 

be ready to forgive every one, as ye would have God to 
forgive you. 

7. Come with panting and thirfling defire?, to fee and 
meet with Chrift, faying, I caie not who be here, if Chrift 
be abfent. O the defire of my foul is towards him and the 
remembrance of his name. 

8. Come with expectation, depending only on Chrift's 
merits, God's promifes, and free mercy in Chrift, greedily 
cxpediog fomething from Chiift this day; La the pocr 
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^e mm did from Pcicr and JoKn, Afls ixL 4, f , 
^ /afienuig Mj ej^f up n Ssm^ miith Jfihn^ /n 
_ ^enuj, /fnd ke gave kftd uftin t him ^ ^xpfBing 
ruche J&ffifthhf^ ^f ihttfi. We prdmaril^ T£cei»e HttJc, 
becatik we expfS linJe. O raifc your de fires and eKptkSa- 
lioni, for yc com«^ 10 a mefciiul »nd liberal God» tlia^ will 
rc^t lei ih« exprfhirion of ihe poor p^rifH, Ffal^ ix. iS. 

9, Come relignitig yourfelve* 10 Chrift, Gire up youf. 
Iieuftft tc» ChriiK faying. Lord, I have no facrince tt. 
brmg but my heart, O that it «rcre a thoufancl uines bener^ 
than it !»> it IhcMlId be tl^ice ; Lord, accept of tbb pcwr ^ 
factificc. 

10. Come with admirafion and praife O theJiigb 
prallet oi God {hould be iq oqi mouths : Wotider and 
praife God for the comrivance of our rederaplioo* and iot 
making choice of fuch a Redeemer* U wccder and praife 
our Redeemer for leaving bis throne of glory (or a mangei \ , 
yea, for a crofs and a f|rave, and afl for the fake of ns. | 
Say, '* Lord» what am U that thou Ihcutdl! part ivith ihj 
'^ glory » yea with thy blood and Kic for fuch a wretch a? 
^^ J am ? O how am J afhamed, that 1 We thee no tnore; 
^' my heart is coldi my tongue 19 {low* I cannot loTe, II 
^' cannot praife, O let heaven and earthy aogeU and mf jft j 
*' join and c-xtol bis free grace and wondrous love. ^' iT] 
ye come in foch a frame » yon will be taken into the ban- 
c|^eting-hcufe^ ;ind bii banoer over you wilJ be lore/ 
And this leads me to fpcak a wo^d" to the hannsr of hvi, 

Chrift upon the crofs baih lifted up a banner of hni 
lie hath declared himfelf wiHiot: to receive every foul tbat 
will come under hi^ banner, a.nd lifl: bimfelf to fight miAtt 
his colours* As ye are p re fe fling to leave the dfriZ's 
flandardj and come to Chrifl:, by taking your faoaTnent, 
(i^'hich ufcd to be a miliury oath among the Romatfl)* atid 
fwcarini; alJegiance to c:hri{l ; O mind ye are oot t« draw 
l)ack, hut to follow the Capiain of yom faJvation^ and fight 
4gatnfl the devil, the world, and the fielh. If ye perjure 
yourfelvU: and rttorn to your old ways, faying. Welcome 

dnmktn 



^ l uu kcti cnps, bloody oaths, lyiDg> ^^. ye wHl incur til 
^^Hie C':!;''e« .>f tlic law, and vengeaace of the ^ofpo- alfo. 
-O yc wiil link det!per into hell thab others, and ve ^/ni be 
i^made to cry. Would to God I bad bfer> for* of a pawan 
^-#r Mahometan. Wherefore own ..nd itauj by the bannci 
of thrift; and to encoursg*? yoa to it'd^Hilm-is, keep in 
jmnd, that you have, i. ^ -^oi^le gene?al, vwho ha: h al- 
ready conquered, and is ready to join yoa ?» the (ighi 2* 
A noble caufc ; 'lis the Lord's battle, they h'C vlfyd's ene- 
mies, and enemies to your fools alfo. g. You ha« ; uobk 
weapons, thefhieidof faith, fword of the Spirit, r .. the) 
are impeoetrable, and fail proof. 4. Noble pay. a white 
ftone, a crown, a new name, grace here, and glory here' 
after. 5. Yc are fure of viftory, if ye fight valw^jtiy, foi 
Chrift will fairly bring you out of the field at len^ih 

A banner is a fign of union ; it fignifies that aU who re< 
fort to it, are anited in one company, under fuch a cap* 
.-.tain : O thenjlludy union among yourfelres. Let the con- 
' ' fideration of Chriil's love more you all to be unite, aad tc 
lore one another. O (hun dirifion, difcord, flanderingi 
«; and backbiting ; ye are foldiers of one company, and uq< 
.. der one captain, and if yon diride, enemies will reap ad< 

■ vantage. • Again, a banner is a fign of protedioD; 

and lore is the banner that engages Chrift to proted bis 

I people ; as long as Chrift lores his people, he will prote^ 

^ and defend them. O then mind your work in evil timet^ 

^ Ike to Cbrift's lore, and abide in this bre ; keep yoai 

fouls in the lore of God, dear up the eridences of Ghrift*] 

lore, and fo you may look to him for prote6lioo am 

through*bearicg in the worft cafe ; men or derils (hall d< 

yoa 00 hart, while this banner orer you is love. '•^Laftfy 

A banner difplayed fignifies ridory. When coaqaeror 
won a city, they difpLiy their colours on the walls ; O hai 
- Ghrift this day won your hearts, conquered yoar enemie 
^nd lufts, and difplayed his banner thereupon. O it is Ior< 
that engaged him to make fach a.conqueft. Be faithfb 
to your friendly conqueror, and let not thefe enemies am 
^rcMi get into the city aa|u&« O \^^ ^'tt.'^B*. w\<^ « 



a priclt ; furr. nder willingly the keys of your h 
and keep your beart for him. 



FINIS. 



